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Have you ever heard of a police cat?

NO!

Of course not!

There is no such thing.

Never has been and never will be.

Police cats would be utterly useless. Cats don’t do anything they don’t want to do.

Could you train a cat to miaow at a robber? No.

Could you train a cat to guard some jewels? Not likely.

Could you train a cat to chase a criminal? Never!

Could you train a cat to do anything? A BIG FAT NO.

Cats are lazy. Cats are selfish. Cats are rude.

Oh! Please don’t tell any cats I wrote this about them. If you do, there is every chance that one day you will read that I mysteriously choked on a furball.

Not that I am saying ALL cats are bad. Just ninety-nine per cent of them.

Dogs, however, couldn’t be more different from cats.

Dogs are eager to please. Dogs want to be loved. Crucially, dogs will do anything for a treat.

That is why dogs make the perfect partners for police. You see them used by police forces across the world.

As we all know, dogs come in numerous shapes and sizes.

Tiny ones. Huge ones.

Quiet ones. Loud ones.

Weak ones. Strong ones.

Bald ones. Furry ones.

Slow ones. Fast ones.

Now, different types of dogs are good at different jobs. That’s why the police train many different breeds for their work.

These are just some of the breeds you will find in training at a Police Dog School:

The powerful German shepherd: perfect for wrestling robbers to the ground.

“OOF!”
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The big-nosed bloodhound: highly skilled at following the scents of criminals on the run.

“SNORT!”
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The noisy spaniel: no dog could bark louder at baddies.

“WOOF! WOOF! WOOF!”
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The superfast greyhound: the speediest breed to run messages between police officers.

WHIZZ!
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The ever-eager terrier: always proud to patrol police stations.

TROT-TROT-TROT!
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The brave schnauzer: this dog would do anything to protect its police-officer partner.

“GRRR!”
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The keen-nosed beagle: can sniff out any bad things being smuggled in suitcases.

“SNIFF!”
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But what if one dog could perform all these tasks and more? They would be the greatest police dog of all time.

Prepare to meet ROBODOG: the future of crime fighting.


LET’S MEET

THE HEROES

AND

THE VILLAINS

 IN THIS STORY…
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THE ROBOT
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ROBODOG

Robodog is the greatest police dog ever built.

THE RAT
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Ratty

Ratty looks like a rat, smells like a rat and acts like a rat, but is adamant he is a mouse.

THE HUMANS
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THE CHIEF

This unusually short lady occupies the giant position of Chief of Police. She oversees the city of Bedlam’s police force and takes a special interest in her school for police dogs.
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THE PROFESSOR

The professor is the wife of the chief. An inventor, she spends her days in her laboratory in the cellar of their grand old country house Fuzz Manor.
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The General

The General is the boastful head of the army.

THE DOGS
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SCARPER

The nervy one.
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GRISTLE

The idle one.
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PLANK

The silly one.
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THE CATS
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VELMA

Velma belongs to the chief and the professor, but she sees it the other way round. They belong to her! She loathes dogs with a deep and dark passion. When a dog enters Fuzz Manor, fur flies.
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SLASH

Slash is the most terrifying creature you ever could meet. This cat has a gigantic scar across his face from a fight with a pack of wolves. The wolves lost.
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CODGER

This alley cat is so old nobody can remember how old he is. Not even him.
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PAVAROTTI

Pavarotti is the biggest cat in the world. He prefers to be pushed around in a wheelbarrow.
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Mighty Mind

This master criminal is behind more robberies in the city of Bedlam than anyone else. His body died many years ago, and now he is a giant mega-brain floating in a glass bowl.
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Hammerhands

Mighty Mind’s henchperson is a short, round lady who has giant hammers instead of hands. She isn’t afraid to use them.
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The Masked Honker

The Masked Honker is a lady who farts fire.

[image: image]

Big Bad Bob

He is the size of a house. Not a big house, but a house, nonetheless.

[image: image]

THE CHOCOLATIER

Beware the coffee-flavoured chocolates! They are in his selection box of delights somewhere!
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DR STENCH

Her breath is so pongy you would turn green before you died.
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THE ICE QUEEN

This regal villainess can turn you to ice with a touch of her little finger.
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The Tickle Monster

A creature with impossibly long arms, the Tickle Monster can tickle you to death.
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THE TWO-HEADED OGRE

It can’t agree on anything.
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THE WICKED HEADMISTRESS

Her secret weapon is homework, homework and more homework.
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THE POLITICIAN

She can bore you to death with just one sentence!
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PROFESSOR SQUID

Squirt!
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THE GIANT WORM

A giant worm.
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Bedlam is a city where the underworld has burst up from under the pavements and taken over.

It is cold. It is dark. It is ugly.

The rat-infested urban jungle is not just filthy, but also one of the most dangerous places on Earth. Bedlam has become home to a galaxy of gangsters. They have subjected the good people of the city to a reign of terror. Nothing and nobody is safe from these evil criminals.

The city needs its own superhero to defeat the supervillains.

But who?
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NOW, FASTEN YOUR SEATBELTS!

THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME IS ABOUT TO BEGIN!
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Bedlam was a pustule on the face of the world.

A jungle of crumbling buildings loomed over narrow streets, casting them in eternal shadow.

Rats ran riot.

Trash was piled up on street corners.

The river was a deep shade of brown.

And a thick smog hung over the city like a bad smell.

Bedlam had once been home to the dreams of ordinary people; now it was a place of nightmares.
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The City Jail was overrun with the most wicked criminals of all time, but Bedlam made new ones all the time. The latest evil duo to make the front page of the Bedlam Bugle was Mighty Mind and his henchperson Hammerhands.

This was just the latest in a long list of headlines.
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Bedlam may have been a lawless place, but it was not without hope.

The shortest person in the police force was also the most able. When she was a child, she would arrest the bullies in the playground. As soon as she left school, she joined the police force and since then had been on the front line in the fight against crime. The lady was older now and had finally been made Bedlam’s Chief of Police. She was known simply as ‘Chief’, even to her wife, who was an inventor she called ‘Professor’.
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One of the chief’s big ideas was to open Bedlam’s first police-dog training school. She was sure dogs could prove to be a powerful weapon to prevent the city’s criminals from taking over. To begin with, she had been proved right. Her army of police dogs, paired up with police officers, had brought some of Bedlam’s supervillains to justice. Thanks to those brave dogs, these supervillains were now locked up in Bedlam’s City Jail. However, every week more and more of these supervillains emerged, and sometimes it felt as if the police were losing the battle.

The chief found a deserted army training camp on the outskirts of the city, and had it turned into a school for police dogs.
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The “Lost Patrol” was the nickname for the trio of dogs who lived in the shed.

They were called that because they had been at the training school for years and years, but had never passed. These dogs had to do all their training again and again because they were either too nervy, too lazy or too silly.

Let’s meet them:
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All three members of the Lost Patrol were responsible for some of the world’s worst DOG DISASTERS!

There was the time Scarper was hiding under a chair and accidentally tickled the bottom of the Chief of Police with his tail.

“HA! HA! HA!”

Or the time Gristle stole a police motorcycle so he wouldn’t have to take part in the cross-country run.

VROOM!

Or who can forget the time Plank thought the visiting president was a robber and wrestled him to the ground in front of the entire school?

“ARGH!”

The terrible
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Plank

The bloodhound was the silly one, and when
I say “silly”, I mean super silly. She was so

silly she would forget she was a dog.

Scarper
Scarper might have been a huge powerful Gristle
German shepherd, but he was the nervy one. A beagle. The littlest one was also the idlest.

The poor thing was frightened of a flea. Gristle would sleep all day if you let him.
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The parade ground
Just like police officers, the police dogs
had a passing-out parade after they had
successfully completed their training.

A watchtower
Police officers
Big steel gates were stationed here
These kept the dogs with searchlights to
in and any stray > keep the school safe
cats out. from attack. You never
knew where and when
Bedlam’s baddies
might strike next.

A dog bath
The dogs were
representing the
police force, and
were expected to
look their best.

An assault course
A true test of any
dog’s fitness.

So the dogs had

somewhere to pee.

A lake
Perfect for practising
daring rescues in water.

Kennels
These contained
adozen or so
beds. The beds
were just the right
size for one big
dog, or two little
ones sleeping
top to tail.

The mess hall

Every dog’s favourite

place, where they had
their DINNER!

At the far end of the training field squatted a
little broken-down shed. It was a pathetic sight,
with a flag permanently at half-mast. The flag had
“The Lost Patrol” emblazoned across it.

A training field
Used every morning
for those dreaded

dawn runs.
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