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      This lesson plan checklist includes:

      
        	The 10 essential elements of a lesson plan that will help you teach with complete confidence.

        	High-quality items that you can use to help you get the most from your students.

        	Where you can buy these items for the lowest price.

      

      The last thing we want is for your lessons to be less than perfect because you weren’t prepared.

      To receive your essential 10-point lesson planning checklist, visit the link:

      
        
        http://selenawatts.com/checklist/
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            Introduction: The Art of Creating Courses

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        "Online learning is not the next big thing, it is the now big thing.”

        (Abernathy)

      

        

      

      No matter what happens to the world, education will always be a big part of our lives. But in the writing of this book, we are currently at the mercy of an unknown enemy that has forced us to stay indoors. The global pandemic has changed our path, and now, we all have to adapt to the "new normal." Fortunately, when it comes to education, staying indoors doesn't have to be a problem.

      As a teacher, you can continue educating students from all over the world through online teaching. Although this book will touch on the subject of online teaching, you can learn more about this in the second book of my series for teachers entitled, Teaching Online. If you want to brush up on your teaching skills, then you will find what you need in the first book of my series entitled, Teaching Yourself to Teach. In this third book, we will be focusing on the creation of online courses.

      These days, online courses are becoming extremely popular. From young children to adults who want to learn new skills while they are stuck at home, there are learners all over the world. These learners are just waiting to find the best online course—and you could be one of the best people to provide such courses. Today, creating online courses isn't just a hobby, it is a booming business that you want to take part in. The best part is you don't just have to create academic online courses. These days, you can create courses that will appeal to people because they are interesting too. For instance, you can create courses in business, personal development, and even travel! Of course, you always have the option to come up with courses that focus on academic subjects like science and mathematics too.

      The point that I am trying to emphasize here also happens to be the most significant benefit of learning how to create courses: superb flexibility. As a teacher, you can create courses that you have a broad knowledge in, and you can also create courses that you feel passionate about. For instance, if you are a science teacher, you can create a course or two about your specialization. After you have put your courses up for sale, then you can move on to creating courses about your passions, for instance, pet training or perhaps courses that focus on building relationships. You can also do this the other way around. Start with a course that you feel passionate about so that you will feel motivated even if you encounter some bumps in the road (after all, you will still be in the process of learning the art of course making). Then when you have practised, and you have successfully marketed your courses, you can move on with the more 'serious' and academic topics.

      Even if you are currently employed as a teacher, whether in a traditional classroom setting or an online virtual classroom, you can create your courses during your free time. As you learn how to create courses in this book, you will realize that flexibility isn't the only benefit of this endeavour. In this book, you will learn everything you need to know about creating online courses. We will start with knowing your audience and deciding what type of online courses to create. Then we will move on to choosing the right niche for your courses. After that, you will learn how to find the right platform to use, and then you will discover how to start creating your own online courses. Once you are done learning the process of creation, the last things discussed in this book are pricing and selling the courses you have created.

      From start to finish, this book will provide you with everything you need to start building incredible courses to share with the world. After I learned how to teach online, the idea of creating my own courses was a natural next step for me. I have been a teacher for years now, both in traditional classrooms and virtual ones. When I first started teaching, I wanted to keep improving to ensure that my students would always get the best learning experiences while in my class. With everything I have learned as a classroom teacher (through research and experience), I wrote a book about teaching.

      As times changed, I realized that online teaching wasn't just a trend. It was something that we all had to learn if we wanted to become effective and versatile teachers. While online teaching made me feel frustrated and overwhelmed in the beginning, I took it as a challenge. I did my research and applied everything I learned. Apart from learning how to become a great online teacher, I was also able to write a book about this innovative teaching approach. As I said, the next step for me was to start creating online courses.

      Just like you, I started my journey by learning everything that I could about how to create courses to share online by reading. However, there weren't a lot of books or online resources that provided all of the information I needed. So, I had to pour through countless articles, videos, blogs, and the like to learn everything about course building. As I was learning, I also applied what I learned. I started by creating a course I was passionate about, and when I shared it online, I saw that the course I made was well received. This motivated me to keep going. I continued creating a few more courses that were light, interesting, and fun. Then I moved on to academic courses, which required more time and effort.

      Even though I am still learning, I knew that I had enough knowledge and experience to help teachers like you who want to learn how to create online courses, hence, this book. Being able to create your very first online course is just beyond your reach. As you learn, try to take down notes, highlight important parts, and even come up with an action plan. Each chapter represents a step in the process, and as you read each chapter, you can apply everything you have learned. If you do this, you will have created an online course by the time you reach the end of this book! Then all you have to do is check, proofread, and refine it before making it available online for interested students to purchase. If you're ready to take this journey, let's begin!
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            Know Your Audience and Target Market

          

        

      

    

    
      Before you start creating courses, the first thing that you should focus on is your audience. These days, more and more schools are transitioning to online teaching. Because of the current situation our world is in, parents and students prefer to learn from home, especially since online learning has become very common. There are endless resources available online for students who want to learn new things. Besides this, teachers from different countries are learning how to teach students in virtual classrooms and so making it possible for students of all ages to continue their education from the comfort of their homes.

      If you are interested in online teaching, now is the perfect time to make a move. While learning how to become an online teacher, you could also start learning how to create courses to earn some extra income. To do this, knowing your audience and target market is critical. Think about it: How will you create a course when you aren't sure who your course is meant for? By determining who your audience is, you will get a better idea of what type of course to create, what teaching methods to use, and whether your course will consist of a series of courses or a single course that includes all of the concepts. In this chapter, you will learn more about this aspect of course creation, and by the end of it, you should already have a good idea of who you want to target for the courses you will create.

      My Experience With Online Teaching

      Ever since I became a teacher, I have learned how to master the most effective classroom techniques to provide my students with the best learning experience. As online teaching became more popular, I worked hard to keep up with the times and learn all about online teaching. Although I had experienced some challenges and struggles while learning how to become an online teacher, I was able to overcome everything while discovering new and exciting things in the process such as learning how to deal with students in a virtual classroom, being able to think of the right activities to engage my students, and even communicating with students effectively through various methods and platforms.

      Now, I am a successful online teacher even though I still feel more comfortable in a traditional classroom. After some years, I decided to start making my own courses to teach interested students and, of course, to make a profit too. Through experience, I have realized that the first thing you must think about when creating an online course is your audience.

      When I first identified my audience and target market, I found it easier to come up with a topic, create a plan, and even build outlines for my online courses. I also had a better idea of the style and tone for my courses because I knew exactly who those courses were for. During my brainstorming sessions, I thought about my target audience, and this helped me make better decisions. I even based the methods I used in teaching the different courses on my target audience. Until now, as I create more courses, this remains to be the first step in my process—and it has worked wonderfully. When it comes to your audience, you identify them first, know their goals, challenges or problems, then create a course to solve these. Then you can start marketing your course, and when your target audience discovers it, the profits will soon follow. It's that simple!

      The e-Learning Market That Is Thriving Globally

      Right now, the global online learning market is thriving. Because of the pandemic that has swept across the globe, e-learning has become part of the new normal. In fact, recent research has suggested that online learning will reach $325 billion by the year 2025. Imagine that! Experts also agree that this market is nowhere near saturated—it will only continue growing as time goes by.

      This means that now is the perfect time to become an online teacher and to start creating—and selling—your online courses. Now that learners of different ages and people from all walks of life are turning to online courses to learn what they need. From wanting to pursue their interests, needing to learn new skills, and having the desire to further their education, people all over the world are looking for the perfect online course to help them achieve their goals.

      Another important reason why the online learning market is thriving globally is convenience. Even though we are encouraged to stay at home to avoid the pandemic, online learning allows teachers to teach from the comfort of our homes. In the same way, students don't have to leave their homes to learn new things. But when you look at online learning from the perspective of making a profit, this is more beneficial for teachers. When you become an online teacher, whether you teach students in real-time or you create online courses for students to purchase, you have the potential to earn a lot of money.

      No matter which part of the world you are from, you can take advantage of this booking market. You can think of this as an investment as well as a lucrative income source. By learning how to create online courses, you will be investing in yourself. And by putting your online courses up for sale, you will be giving yourself a new source of income. Of course, the more courses you can create, the more you will earn. If you manage to earn a reputation as a teacher who creates amazingly informative and engaging content, you might get followers from all over the world.

      Now is the perfect time for you to start selling online courses. Since you are reading this book, you are already in the process of learning how to do this. Good for you! While it will take a lot of time and effort to create an online course, especially if you're a beginner, everything will be worth it when you are able to make your first online

      The Amazing Benefits of Online Teaching and e-Learning

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
        	Create a substantial online presence, which can help you gain more followers in the future.

        	Allow you to practice your chosen craft and passion, no matter what situation you are in. For instance, because of the pandemic that the world is experiencing now, many teachers have lost their jobs. Suppose you are thrown into such a situation. In that case, you can continue teaching by creating online courses and sharing these on the right platform.

        	Help you unleash your potential. For instance, if you try creating courses about topics that are unfamiliar, you might discover that you have a talent for teaching these topics. Something that you would have never discovered if you only taught the same subjects and lessons in a traditional or online classroom.

        	Add the online courses you have created and posted online to your resume. This can be a very impressive addition to your resume to give you an edge over the other applicants vying for the same position.

      

      
      Getting to Know Your Audiences: The Different Types of Learners

      
      

      
      
      
      
        	When making videos, include a lot of music to attract and maintain the attention of auditory learners.

        	Include lectures in your course where you explain things verbally.

        	If your online course includes short periods where you will ask the students to complete a task, include some relaxing background music to help them concentrate. For learners who find this distracting, you can simply tell them to turn the volume down until they are done with their task.

        	If you can, try to hide "Easter eggs" in your video lectures. Inform your students that you will be giving them clues to discover these Easter eggs and if they find what you have hidden, you can offer a prize such as a discount for the next online course they purchase for you. This is one way you can make your lectures more fun for all types of learners, not just auditory learners.

        	Incorporate verbal assessments in your courses to give these learners a chance to listen to your questions and answer them verbally too.

      

      
      
      
        	Include activities where your students would have to prepare things from home that they will need for the course. From lab experiments to crafts and even outdoor activities, you can make your online courses more exciting for kinesthetic learners. Of course, this depends on the nature of the subject you are planning to teach.

        	You may use flashcards for certain subjects so that rote memorization becomes a more interactive experience.

        	When it comes to assignments and graded assessments, give different options to your students. Don't just assign written reports or essays. Instead, give different options like creating videos, recorded speeches, or even presentations. This choice makes kinesthetic learners feel like they are involved in their learning process.

      

      
      
      
        	When introducing concepts or giving recorded presentations, try to be as interactive and engaging as possible. If you can make your students feel like they are interacting with you directly, they will feel more interested in listening to what you have to say.

        	Assign tasks or graded works that involve interacting with others. For instance, you can ask your students to create a survey for other people to answer. You can even ask your students to interview others as part of their research.

        	Include links to forums where the students who download your course can communicate with each other and discuss what they are learning. This is also an excellent way for your students to get to know each other, especially since they are interested in learning the same things.

      

      
      
      

      
        	When creating your content, use a lot of visual imagery, whether you are creating lessons, forums, announcements or assessments.

        	Aside from giving instructions verbally, include written instructions for your students to read. You can do this when giving instructions for activities, assignments or assessments. If possible, you can even include photos to emphasize each step of the instructions.

        	Allow your learners to organize their thoughts by teaching them how to colour-code outlines, create diagrams for your lessons or even make graphs to present information. Aside from learning through these visual aids, getting opportunities to create their own visual aids will make things more interesting for them.

      

      
      Deciding the Types of Online Courses to Create
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