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Mount Baker Highway


	General description: A 60-mile drive from Nugents Corner to Artist Point through pastoral farmland and dense mountainside forest to an inspirational viewpoint showcasing Mount Shuksan and Mount Baker.

	Special attractions: Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Mount Baker Wilderness, Mount Baker Ski Area, Artist Point, hiking, camping, fishing, river rafting.

	Location: Northwest corner of Washington.

	Highway number: SR 542.

	Travel season: The road is open as far as the Mount Baker Ski Area year-round, but four-wheel drive or traction devices may be required from Nov through Mar. The final few miles, past the ski area to Artist Point, while paved, are usually open only from July through Oct, depending on snow conditions.

	Camping: There are two Forest Service campgrounds on the highway and one group reservation site. Many other camping possibilities exist along the numerous wilderness access roads and trails. No overnight camping is allowed at the ski area’s Heather Meadows.

	Services: The last gas and charging stations are in Maple Falls, about 32 miles before the eastern end of the highway at Artist Point. Both Maple Falls and Glacier have lodging, restaurants, and groceries.

	Nearby attractions: Silver Lake Park (a 411-acre Whatcom County park open year-round), Nooksack Falls, Nook-sack Salmon Hatchery.

	For more information: Mount Baker Ski Area, Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, Outdoor Recreation Information Center, Mount Baker Ranger District, Glacier Public Service Center, Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism, Whatcom County Parks (see Appendix).




Mount Baker Highway
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The Drive

The 60-mile Mount Baker Highway winds eastward from I-5 in Bellingham, alongside the North Fork of the Nooksack River. It passes through pastoral farmland, small towns, and dense rainforests before climbing past the Mount Baker Ski Area to Artist Point and inspirational views of Mount Baker, Mount Shuksan, the North Cascades, and the Canadian Coast Range.
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Mount Baker in summer as seen from Artist Point.



The scenic drive itself begins where Mount Baker Highway crosses the Nooksack River at Nugents Corner, Milepost 11 on SR 542. While Mount Baker itself may have been visible up to now, the approaching foothills beyond the town of Deming block the view until much later in the drive.

The Nooksack have a small reservation in Deming, whose casino alongside Mount Baker Highway has been very popular with Canadian visitors, who have contributed up to 40 percent of the retail economy of northern Washington. Deming is also home to the annual early June Deming Logging Show and Loggerodeo.

About 0.5 mile after Milepost 16, on the right, Mosquito Lake Road heads south from the tiny town of Welcome. During January and February, a 1-mile detour here will give you the best chance to see eagles on the lookout for spawning salmon. Mosquito Lake Road crosses the North Fork of the Nooksack River here, and the bridge is a good vantage point. Up to 100 bald eagles winter along the North Fork. Mount Baker Highway, following the North Fork, crosses mudflow deposits from the mountain much of the way.

As you continue on Mount Baker Highway, 4 miles past the Mosquito Lake Road turnoff, Fish Hatchery Road loops to the right of the highway and returns to it 0.5 mile later. The Nooksack Salmon Hatchery, operated by the Washington Department of Fisheries on Fish Hatchery Road, is open for viewing. To see the river up close, just scramble up the row of rocks on the left. Those rocks are part of the dike of the North Fork, and the roiling river is right there.

The Nooksack Valley is still broad enough at this point to allow farming, but many dairies and a horse ranch also dot the region. Just before Kendall, a right turn in the road is locally referred to as Zenderville. There are fourteen Zender families who reportedly live on this stretch of Mount Baker Highway.

Dense forest and big trees begin near the town of Maple Falls. In the late fall, bigleaf maples turn colors, along with cottonwood, alder, and birch. The more staid greens are Douglas fir, western redcedar, and hemlock. The old-growth forest on both sides of the highway are remnants of a once-great forest that stretched from timberline in the mountains to the shores of Puget Sound just 100 years ago. In Pulitzer prize–winner Annie Dillard’s 1992 novel The Living, she writes that pioneer women in Bellingham and Nooksack River settlements had to compress their hoop skirts sideways to walk between the trees.

Native Americans have lived along the Nooksack River for the past 11,000 to 12,000 years. Foothills Natives, like the Nooksack and Upper Skagit, fished the rivers for salmon and hunted deer, elk, and mountain goats. Goat hunting brought Native Americans closer to Mount Baker, at least to timberline, but there is no formal record of anyone climbing to the top of the mountain until 1868, when Edmund Coleman, an Englishman living in Victoria, British Columbia, made the journey.

The highway continues through the town of Maple Falls, site of an annual tongue-in-cheek Bigfoot Festival in August/September, a fundraiser to support Maple Falls Community Park. From the center of Maple Falls, there is a turnoff to the north for good year-round camping at Silver Lake Park. The park, 3 miles from Mount Baker Highway, has cabins, campsites, RV sites, and horse stalls, plus swimming, boating, and fishing.

Continuing eastward from Maple Falls, the road descends through thick scrub and alder back to the valley floor and its abundance of Douglas fir. It continues alongside the river to Glacier, on the western boundary of the Mount Baker Snoqualmie National Forest. From here on, Mount Baker Highway is entirely within the national forest, but a few bends in the road come close to the boundaries of the Mount Baker Wilderness and North Cascades National Park.

The three jurisdictions are served by the Glacier Public Service Center, just east of Glacier on the right. Current operations include 24-hour self-service outdoor information, restrooms, picnic tables, and staffed visitor services on a seasonal schedule. Visitors can buy books, maps, and other items including federal recreation passes.

This is also where the officially designated Mount Baker Scenic Byway begins, the first such road designated by the Forest Service. In 1993, the state announced its version of the Mount Baker Scenic Highway, which begins at I-5 in Bellingham and goes for 57 miles to Austin Pass, just past the Mount Baker Ski Area. Oddly, that is just 3 miles shy of Artist Point. The Forest Service route begins at the Glacier Public Service Center and continues for 24 miles to the parking lot at Artist Point.



[image: fig_5_1.jpg]
A historic CCC building, the Glacier Public Service Center offers current information on the national forest, wilderness, and national park.



Before making any excursions on the mountain, stop by the Glacier Public Service Center, which has information for the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest and, on its eastern border, North Cascades National Park. The rangers on duty will inform you of the best areas to see for the season and alert you to any road closures and weather changes that may affect your plans. They also offer hints about getting along in the wilderness and with its inhabitants. The Forest Service occasionally offers special events and programs at Heather Meadows. The center is open daily 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the summer; otherwise, Sat and Sun 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For current schedules, go to fs.usda.gov/mbs, google Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, or check at the center for the schedule.

Busy summer weekends may see 2,000 people at the Glacier Public Service Center, which is on the National Register of Historic Places. It was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1938 and 1939, a fine example of Cascadian architecture. The style refers to a rustic design that uses building materials native to the area.

Rustic campsites are available along the Nooksack River at Douglas Fir and Silver Fir Campgrounds, and group campsites without drinking water are available at Excelsior Campground on a reservation basis. The Douglas Fir Campground sits alongside the river 2 miles east of the Glacier Public Service Center. It has 30 sites. Silver Fir Campground, 11 miles farther east, has 21 sites. Both charge fees.

North Cascades National Park, which includes Mount Shuksan, requires permits for backcountry camping to ensure that campsites don’t become too crowded, but closes for the winter season. If the Service Center is closed, you can get a permit from the front porch information board.

The drive to Glacier is a very gentle-elevation climb through the heavily forested foothills, but now the valley begins to narrow and the climb alongside the river sharpens a bit. The road is still relatively straight under an ever-thickening canopy of forest. In this stretch there are a few opportunities to turn off the highway to see some wonders of nature. Within 0.5 mile east of the Service Center, Glacier Creek Road cuts in from the right. One-third of a mile up unpaved Glacier Creek Road, Thompson Creek passes under a bridge and is an excellent spot to watch salmon heading upstream to spawn.

The other off-highway sight is Nooksack Falls, accessible from Wells Creek Road, on the right near Milepost 41; it is gravel and not plowed in winter. Switch-backs lead down 0.33 mile to the parking area near the falls. Views are good from the bridge and across the road from a trail behind the green chain-link fence. The river parts ever so briefly at the top of the falls, then pours in a double tumble 88 feet to the rocks below. If there is any moisture on the ground, it will be slick, so don’t be tempted to take the narrow, steep path that goes around the end of the fence.

Back on Mount Baker Highway, keep an eye out for columnar Mount Baker andesite rock. Walls of it seem to thrust upward and teeter on the left side of the road. The rock was used extensively in the construction of the 1995 White Salmon Day Lodge at the ski area and in the 1994 remodel of the Heather Meadows Visitor Center.

By Milepost 47 the highway has crossed the river for the last time and begins its serious ascent to the ski area and beyond to Artist Point at 5,200 feet. The last 14 miles are more of a steady climb, with some eye-popping views when skies are clear.

Mount Baker, with its surrounding peaks, valleys, rivers, and meadows, is a year-round attraction for alpine sports. Winter and spring skiing draw the most visitors because the snow season usually lasts about six months. The road beyond the ski area is snowed in all winter, but the highway up to the ski area is very well plowed and sanded daily. The ski season is much longer for backcountry tele-markers who are willing to climb above 5,000 feet.

The Mount Baker Ski Area is not actually located on the 10,778-foot volcano of the same name. It is on an arm of 9,127-foot Mount Shuksan. Since its opening in 1953, the ski area’s proximity to British Columbia’s Lower Mainland has had a lot to do with its popularity. The main ingredient, however, is the average 641-inches-per-year snowfall. Mount Baker Ski Area holds the Guinness
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Tumbling Nooksack Falls is a popular stop 0.3 mile off Mount Baker Highway.
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Mount Baker Highway is also a popular ride for serious bikers. White Salmon Day Lodge and Mount Shuksan are seen below in the background.



World Record for the most snow ever recorded in a single season, with 1,140 inches (95 feet) of snowfall during the 1998–1999 season. There are usually 150 inches at the base by mid-season. Mount Baker’s 1,000 skiable acres cover two mountain faces, Pan Dome and Shuksan.

At about Milepost 51, a wide road to the left leads 0.25 mile to the White Salmon Day Lodge, a cooperative effort between the Mount Baker Ski Area and the Forest Service, designed by Bellingham architect Don Wilcox, who extensively researched Cascadian architecture.

The lodge is a work of art. The construction called for local wood and stone, lots of mountain-type angles, and big glass viewing areas that offer fantastic views of Mount Shuksan, a mass of metamorphic rock on the Shuksan thrust fault. The mountain, thrust up 10 million years ago, and its four glaciers lie within North Cascades National Park. The Hanging Glacier breaks off periodically and rumbles into the valley below. Skiers report sightings and soundings every winter.

Heather Meadows is in the divide between Mount Baker and Mount Shuksan, and part of the ski area sits on that divide. The area is a fragile subalpine environment with a short summer season. The meadows present pink and white heather, huckleberries, mountain ash, and mountain hemlock.
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Summertime reflection of Mount Shuksan in Picture Lake.
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Just-married bride and groom walk down the Heather Meadows Visitor Center ramp.



Picture Lake, normally thawing by June within Heather Meadows and near the ski area’s older lodge, is the favorite stop for summer visitors. It features what is often called the most photographed mountain in the world, Mount Shuksan, reflected in the lake. A paved trail goes through the meadows and around the lake, and is marked with interpretive signs. The Heather Meadows Cafe and shop in the older ski day lodge usually opens for the summer around the end of June.

Up the road from the ski area, what was known for 54 years as the Austin Pass Warming Hut reopened as the Heather Meadows Visitor Center in 1994. It was built by the CCC in 1940, restored by the Forest Service to its original CCC standards, and now stands as a sentinel overlooking Bagley Lakes below Mount Hermann. It is open during the summer/fall season.

Its restoration marked the last phase of the Heather Meadows Project, a revitalization program for this part of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. The project included paving the original road, built in 1934, to Artist Point. Barrier-free sections of the interpretive center’s Fire and Ice Trail and the Artist Ridge Trail are also paved. Both interpretive trails feature information on the volcanic and glacial activity that shaped the region.
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Serious Mount Baker hikers leave from the Artist Point parking lot.



The sloped entrance ramp to the visitor center was a controversial design aspect. It is one instance of modern accessibility needs clashing with historical accuracy. The main interpretive display is the building itself. In past years, visitors passed the hut on their way to Artist Point. Now the building sparks a lot of interest for passing hikers and drivers. During the warmer months, many weddings take place at this stunning location.

The end of the Mount Baker Scenic Byway at Artist Point, with plenty of parking for cars, RVs, and tour buses, is a very popular start for walks and day hikes that can begin at dawn and head in all directions. Be alert to the weather, though. There can be whiteout fog at Artist Point even in the summertime. The most popular walk is on Ptarmigan Ridge, west toward the lower glaciers of Mount Baker itself. Take your binoculars for viewing the mountain goats, whistling marmots, and snowboard tracks that form graceful arcs on the glaciers across the valley. Take care on spring and early summer ice fields—either avoid the sloping ones or carry an ice axe.

Summer hikers are rewarded by an abundance of berries along the trails. Blueberries practically fall into your hands, but you have to look a little harder for the huckleberries and salmonberries. The views of Mount Baker are truly breathtaking. The mountain is nearly 1 million years old, the result of a volcanic eruption. It is still an active volcano, and venting steam can often be seen from 50 miles away in Bellingham. As one interpretation reads: “Magma seethes beneath the volcano’s cool slopes. Future eruptions are almost certain to wipe away today’s landscape, preparing a new surface for the next tide of life.”

The glacier system on Mount Baker is one of the largest in the continental United States, draining into three major river systems. As for life on the glaciers, the only survivors are ice worms and red algae.

There are many trails into the 130,000-acre Mount Baker Wilderness. Bicycles and other mechanized vehicles, except wheelchairs, are not allowed on wilderness trails. By contrast, hundreds of miles of Forest Service logging roads and trails are open to cycling and snowmobiling. From the upper reaches, the views of the Canadian Rockies and the San Juan Islands are spectacular.

Given the deliberately primitive surroundings, and the quickly changing weather conditions in the mountains, even day hikers should shoulder packs with the usual survival essentials.

The south flank of Mount Baker is designated as a national recreation area. Access is via the Baker Lake basin north of the town of Concrete on SR 20, the North Cascades Highway. Extensive hiker and stock trails crisscross the national recreation area. This has also traditionally been a popular snowmobiling area during winter months.
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Mosquito Lake Road


	General description: A side trip from Mount Baker Highway that traverses 15 miles of bucolic countryside along the Middle Fork of the Nooksack River.

	Special attractions: Bald eagle and salmon spawning viewing at the Welcome Bridge; the one-lane Middle Fork Bridge is a National Historic Site.

	Location: Northwest Washington, triangulating a corner between SR 542 and SR 9.

	Highway number: None.

	Travel season: The road is open year-round.

	Camping: No camping, but South Fork Park has hiking and equestrian trails.

	Services: Gas and groceries in Welcome; groceries in Acme.

	For more information: DNR Northwest Region, Whatcom County Parks (see Appendix).




The Drive

The 35-mph road is rural, peaceful, and mostly quiet, a favorite for adventurous bicyclists and drivers with the time and inclination to see what life is like away from the hubbub of towns and cities. The route is called a “selected local road” by official Washington highway maps.

Starting from Mount Baker Highway, Hwy 542, just after Milepost 16, Mosquito Lake Road heads south, descending until it crosses the North Fork of the Nooksack River and then the North Fork Road. The Truck Road from Deming intersects Mosquito Lake Road from the right before the bridge.

The Welcome Fire Station is just north of the bridge, a bit north of the old Kulshan townsite. The Welcome Senior Center, in the 1918 No. 41 Welcome schoolhouse building, is 1.5 miles farther on the right.

It is a bit of a drive back in time because there has been no roadside development of the type that stretches farther and farther out Mount Baker Highway from Bellingham. The 15 miles of Mosquito Lake Road were not even fully paved until the 1990s. The road was once part of the Deming Trail, a shortcut
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Senior Activity Center for the unincorporated community of Welcome.




Mosquito Lake Road
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from Deming to the flanks of Mount Baker that avoided the travails of the Glacier region. The trail followed the course of the North and Middle Forks of the Nooksack River and was one of the main routes for early mountain climbers. They hiked the Middle Fork to its source below the Coleman and Easton Glaciers.

By 1911, it had become enough of a road for Mount Baker Marathon racers to drive as far as the Heisler Ranch before they had to proceed on foot to the peak of the mountain. The ranch is near the Middle Fork Bridge. Present-day Mosquito Lake Road continues south to Acme at SR 9.

Commerce and industry have come and gone from Mosquito Lake Road and left a hardy population that likes peace and quiet in their surroundings. The road is no longer a shortcut to anywhere, but rather a scenic byway with a life and appeal all its own. From its early trail days, it became a supply road for pioneers who settled the river valley, and later a logging road that gave access to the surrounding old-growth forests. The drive is punctuated by several dirt logging roads that push ever farther toward the Mount Baker Wilderness.


[image: fig_13_1.jpg]
The past and present are represented by these farm implements and an ebike sign.



The people of Mosquito Lake Road, between the Van Zandt Dike to the west and the Twin Sisters Mountains to the east, have always been resourceful. Before World War II they mined peat moss from the big bog north of Mosquito and Jorgenson Lakes and cut giant hemlocks with bent trunks to use as boat bows. Farms, mills, and a builder of hydroelectric equipment exist in harmony among the mossy woods, meadows, and fields of fox-glove, berries, and overhanging ferns.

Eagle watchers are said to outnumber bear hunters
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Appendix
Addresses, Phone Numbers, and URLs


Drive 1: Mount Baker Highway

Mount Baker Ski Area


1420 Iowa St.


Bellingham, WA 98229


(360) 734-6771 mtbaker.us


Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


1000 SE Everett Mall Way, Ste. 410


Everett, WA 98208


(425) 783-6000


(800) 627-0062


fs.usda.gov/mbs


Outdoor Recreation Information Center


222 Yale Ave. North


Seattle, WA 98109


(800) 270-7504


discovernw.org/ranger-station-reiseattle.html


Mount Baker Ranger District


810 SR 20


Sedro Woolley, WA 98284


(360) 854-2553


fs.usda.gov/mbs


Glacier Public Service Center


(open mid-May through Oct)


10091 Mt. Baker Hwy.


Glacier, WA 98244


(360) 599-9572


fs.usda.gov


Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism


I-5, exit 253


904 Potter St.


Bellingham, WA 98226


(360) 671-3990 bellingham.org


Whatcom County Parks


3373 Mount Baker Hwy.


Bellingham, WA 98226


(360) 778-5850


whatcomcounty.us



Drive 2: Mosquito Lake Road

DNR Northwest Region


919 N. Township St.


Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284-9395


(360) 856-3500 or (360) 902-1300


(statewide general information)


dnr.wa.gov



Whatcom County Parks


3373 Mount Baker Hwy.


Bellingham, WA 98226


(360) 778-5850


whatcomcounty.us



Drive 3: Horseshoe Highway on Orcas Island

San Juan County Parks


350 Court St., #5


Friday Harbor, WA 98250


(360) 378-8420


reserve.sanjuanco.com


San Juan Island Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Information Center


165 1st St. South


Friday Harbor, WA 98250


(360) 378-5240


visitsanjuans.com


Moran State Park


3572 Olga Rd.


Olga, WA 98245


(360) 376-2326


parks.wa.gov/find-parks/state-parks/moran-state-park


Washington State Ferries


801 Alaskan Way


Seattle, WA 98104-1487


(206) 464-6400


wsdot.ws.gov


Doe Bay Resort & Retreat


107 Doe Bay Rd.


Olga, WA 98279


(360) 376-2291 front desk


(360) 376-8059 cafe


doebay.com


West Beach Resort


Eastsound, WA 98245


(360) 376-2240


westbeachresort.com


DNR Northwest Region


919 N. Township St.


Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284-9395


(360) 856-3500


(360) 902-1300


(statewide general information)


dnr.wa.gov



Drive 4: Chuckanut Drive

Larrabee State Park


245 Chuckanut Dr.


Bellingham, WA 98226


(360) 676-2093


parks.wa.gov/find-parks/state-parks/larrabee-state-park


Bellingham Whatcom County Tourism


I-5 exit 253


904 Potter St.


Bellingham, WA 98226


(360) 671-3990


bellingham.org


Bellingham Parks and Recreation


3373 Mount Baker Hwy.


Bellingham, WA 98226


(360) 778-5850


whatcomcounty.us/1787/Parks-Recreation


Taylor Shellfish Farms


2182 Chuckanut Dr.


Bow, WA 98232-8572


(360) 766-6002


taylorshellfishfarms.com



Drive 5: Mountain Loop Highway

Darrington Ranger District


1405 N. Emens Ave.


Darrington, WA 98241


(360) 436-1155


fs.usda.gov/mbs


Verlot Public Service Center


33515 Mountain Loop Hwy.


Granite Falls, WA 98252


(360) 691-7791


fs.usda.gov/mbs


Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


1000 SE Everett Mall Way, Ste. 410


Everett, WA 98208


(425) 783-6000


fs.usda.gov/mbs


Granite Falls Chamber of Commerce


109 S. Granite Ave.


Granite Falls, WA 98252


(360) 302-3051


granitefallswa.com


Arlington Chamber of Commerce


120 N. Olympic Ave.


Arlington, WA 98223


(360) 435-3708


gaebler.com


Darrington Chamber of Commerce


1220 SR 530 NE


Darrington, WA 98241


(360) 436-1260


chamberofcommerce.com


Snohomish County Parks & Recreation


3000 Rockefeller Ave.


Everett, WA 98201


(425) 388-3411


snohomishcountywa.gov


Washington State Parks


Northwest Region Office


220 N. Walnut St.


Burlington, WA 98233


(360) 755-9231


(360) 902-8844


parks.wa.gov


Washington State Department of Natural Resources


1111 Washington St. SE


Olympia, WA 98504


(360) 902-1000


dnr.wa.gov



Drive 6: Whidbey Island

Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve Trust Board


P.O. Box 774


Coupeville, WA 98239


(360) 678-6084


nps.gov/ebla/index.htm


Cascade Loop Association


P.O. Box 3245


Wenatchee, WA 98807


(509) 662-3888


cascadeloop.com


Greenbank Farm


765 Wonn Rd.


Greenbank, WA 98253-6422


(360) 222-3151


whidbeycamanoislands.com



Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce


P.O. Box 883


Oak Harbor, WA 98227


(360) 675-3755


oakharborchamber.com


Oak Harbor City Hall City Beach RV Park)


801 SE Barrington Dr.


Oak Harbor, WA 98277


(360) 279-4500


Washington State Parks


Northwest Region Office


220 N. Walnut St.


Burlington, WA 98233


(360) 755-9231


(360) 902-8844


parks.wa.gov


Island County Fairgrounds


819 Camano Ave.


Langley, WA 98260


(360) 221-4677


whidbeycamanoislands.com



Drive 7: Ice Caves Route

Gifford Pinchot National Forest


987 McClellan Rd.


Vancouver, WA 98668-8944


(360) 891-5000


fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot


Goldendale Observatory State Park


1602 Observatory Dr.


Goldendale, WA 98620-3315


(509) 773-3141


parks.wa.gov/find-parks/state-parks/goldendale-observatory


Mount Adams Ranger District


2455 Hwy. 141


Trout Lake, WA 98650


(509) 395-3402


fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot



Drive 8: Columbia Gorge Highway

Columbia Gorge Interpretive Center


990 SW Rock Creek Dr.


Stevenson, WA 98648-4404


(509) 427-8211


columbiagorgemuseum.org


Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area


Skamania Lodge


1131 SW Skamania Lodge Way


Stevenson, WA 98648


(844) 432-4748


(509) 427-2528


fs.usda.gov/crgnsa


Skamania County Chamber of Commerce


167 NW 2nd St.


PO Box 1037


Stevenson, WA 98648


(509) 427-8911


skamania.org



Drive 9: Olympic Peninsula Loop

Forks Chamber of Commerce


1411 S. Forks Ave.


Forks, WA 98331


(360) 374-2531


(800) 44-FORKS (443-6757)


forkswa.com



Forks Timber Museum & Visitor Center


1421 S. Forks Ave.


Forks, WA 98331-9383


(360) 374-9663


forkstimbermuseum.org


Hoh Rain Forest Visitor Center


5629-4911 Upper Hoh Rd.


Olympic National Forest


Forks, WA 98331


(360) 374-6925


nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm


Hoh River Rafters


4883 Upper Hoh Rd.


Forks, WA 98331


(360) 683-9867


hohriverrafters.com


Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center


Olympic National Park


600 E. Park Ave.


Port Angeles, WA 98362


(360) 565-3130


nps.gov/olym/planyourvisit/visiting-hurricane-ridge.htm


Kalaloch Visitor/Ranger Station


156954 Hwy. 101


Forks, WA 98331-9519


(360) 962-2283


nps.gov/olym


Lake Crescent Lodge


416 Lake Crescent Rd.


Port Angeles, WA 98363


(360) 928-3211


olympicnationalparks.com/lodging/lake-crescent-lodge


Olympic Peninsula Visitor Bureau


618 S. Peabody St., Ste. F P.O. Box 670


Port Angeles, WA 98362


(360) 452-8552


(800) 942-4042


olympicpeninsula.org


Olympic National Forest


1835 Black Lake Blvd. SW


Olympia, WA 98512-5623


(360) 956-2402


fs.usda.gov/olym


Olympic National Park Headquarters


600 E. Park Ave.


Port Angeles, WA 98362


(360) 452-4501


(headquarters)


(360) 452-9235


(recorded information)


(360) 565-3130


(visitor center)


nps.gov/olym


Port Angeles Visitor Center/Chamber of Commerce


121 E. Railroad Ave.


Port Angeles, WA 98362


(360) 452-2363


prtangeles.org


Port Townsend (Jefferson County) Chamber of Commerce


2409 Jefferson St.


Port Townsend, WA 98368


(360) 385-3000 (City)


jeffcountychamber/org



Quinault Rain Forest Visitor Information Center


6094-B US 101 (inside the Quinault Internet Cafe)


Amanda Park, WA 98526


(360) 288-0571


quinaultrainforest.com/pages/visitor_info.html


Sequim-Dungeness Valley Chamber of Commerce


1192 E. Washington St.


Sequim, WA 98382


(360) 683-6197


(800) 737-8462


(360) 683-6197


sequimchamber.com



Drive 10: Neah Bay and Ozette

Makah Cultural and Research Center and Tribal Museum


1880 Bayview Ave.


Neah Bay, WA 98357


(360) 645-2711


makahmuseum.com


Neah Bay/Makah Tribal Council


100 Resort Dr.


Neah Bay, WA 98357


(360) 645-2201


makah.com


Clallam Bay-Sekiu Chamber of Commerce


P.O. Box 355


Clallam Bay, WA 98326


(360) 963-2339


forkswa.com



Drive 11: Hoquiam to Moclips

Bowerman Basin


Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge


1000 Airport Way


Hoquiam, WA 98550


(360) 753-9046 (Nisqually Wildlife Refuge Headquarters has information)


(360) 532-6237


fws.gov/refuge/grays-harbor/contact-us


Grays Harbor Chamber of Commerce


506 Duffy St.


Aberdeen, WA 98520


(360) 532-1924


graysharbor.org


Grays Harbor Tourism l


PO Box 1229


Elma, WA 98541


visitgraysharbor.com


Ocean Shores Visitor Information Center


120 W. Chance a La Mer NW


Ocean Shores, WA 98569


(360) 289-4411


tourismoceanshores.com/listing/activities/visitors-information-center/



Drive 12: Columbia River Mouth and Long Beach Peninsula

Willapa National Wildlife Refuge


Julia Butler Hansen Refuge for the


Columbian White-Tailed Deer


7112 67th Place


Long Beach, WA 98631


(360) 642-3860


fws.gov/refurge/willapa



Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge


c/o Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge


100 Airport Way


Hoquiam, WA 98550


(360) 753-9046


Long Beach Peninsula Visitors Bureau


3914 Pacific Way


Seaview, WA 98644


(360) 642-2400


visitlongbeachpeninsula.com



Drive 13: Spirit Lake Memorial Highway to Mount St. Helens

National Park Service


Pacific Northwest Regional Office


333 Bush St., Ste. 500


San Francisco, CA 94104-2828


(415) 623-2100


(206) 220-4000


nps.gov


Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument


42218 NE Yale Bridge Rd.


Amboy, WA 98601


(360) 449-7800


fs.usda.gov/recarea/giffordpinchot/resarea/?recid=34143


Cowlitz County Tourism


1900 7th Ave.


Longview, WA 98632


(360) 577-3137


visitmtsthelens.com


Weyerhaeuser Forest Learning Center


17000 Spirit Lake Hwy.


Longview, WA 98649


(360) 274-7750


(360) 414-36000


weyerhaeuser.com/company/values/citizenship/mount-st-helens/


Mount St. Helens Visitor Center (temporarily closed)


3029 Spirit Lake Hwy.


Toutle, WA 98611


(360) 274-2100


parks.wa.gov/mount-st-helens-visitor-center


Coldwater Science and Learning Center


3029 Spirit Lake Hwy.


Castle Rock, WA 98611


(360) 274-2131


parks.wa.gov/mount-st-helens-visitor-center


Gifford Pinchot National Forest Headquarters


987 McClellan Rd.


Vancouver, WA 98661


(360) 8915000


fs.usda.gov/detail/giffordpinchot


Cowlitz Valley Ranger District


10024 US 12


Randle, WA 98377


(360) 497-1103


fs.usda.gov/recarea/giffordpinchot



Drive 14: North Cascades Highway

Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


1000 SE Everett Mall Way, Ste. 410


Everett, WA 98208


(425) 783-6000


fs.usda.gov/mbs


National Park Foundation


1500 K St. NW, Ste.700


Washington, DC 20005


(202) 796-2500


give.nationalparks.org


North Cascades National Park


810 Hwy. 20


Sedro Woolley, WA 98284


(360) 854-7200


nps.gov/noca/contacts.htm


North Cascades Visitor Center


502 Newhalem St.


Newhalem, WA 98283


(206) 386-4495


nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm


North Cascades Institute


1940 Diablo Dam Rd.


Diablo, WA 98283


(360) 854-2599


ncascades.org


Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


215 Melody Ln.


Wenatchee, WA 98801-5933


(509) 664-9200


fs.usda.gov/okawen


Ross Lake National Recreation Area


North Cascades National Park


810 Hwy. 20


Sedro Woolley, WA 98284


(360) 854-7200


nps.gov/noca


Seattle City Light Skagit Tours


700 5th Ave.


Seattle, WA 98124-4023


(206) 684-3000


seattle.gov/city-light



Drive 15: Stevens Pass Scenic Byway

Monroe Chamber of Commerce


111 W. Main St.


Monroe, WA 98272


(360) 794-5488


monroechamberofcommerce.wildapricot.org


Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce


940 Hwy. 2, Ste. B


Leavenworth, WA 98826-1479


(509) 548-5807


leavenworthchamber.org


Wenatchee River Ranger District


600 Sherbourne


Leavenworth, WA 98826


(509) 548-2550


fs.usda.gov/okawen


Sky Valley Chamber of Commerce


320 Main St.


Sultan, WA 98294


(360) 793-0983


skyvalleychamber.com/chamber



Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


215 Melody Ln.


Wenatchee, WA 98801-5933


(509) 664-9200


fs.usda.gov/okawen



Drive 16: Peshastin to

Ellensburg via Blewett Pass Wenatchee River Ranger District


600 Sherbourne


Leavenworth, WA 98826-1479


(509) 548-2550


fs.usd.gov/okawen


Cle Elum Ranger District


803 W. 2nd St.


Cle Elum, WA 98922


(509) 852-1100


fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen


Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


215 Melody Ln.


Wenatchee, WA 98801-5933


(509) 664-92000


fs.usda.gov/okawen



Drive 17: North Bend to Ellensburg via Snoqualmie Pass

Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest


Snoqualmie Ranger District


902 SE North Bend Way


North Bend, WA 98045


(425) 888-1421


fs.usda.gov/detail/mbs/about-forest/offices/?cid=fsbdev7_001660


Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


215 Melody Ln.


Wenatchee, WA 98801-5933


(509) 664-9200


fs.usda.gov/okawen



Drive 18: Yakima Valley

American Hop Museum


22 S. B St.


P.O. Box 230


Toppenish, WA 98948-1367


(509) 865-HOPS (4677)


americanhopmuseum.org


Central Washington Agricultural Museum


4508 Main St.


Union Gap, WA 98903-2138


(509) 457-8735


centralwaagmuseum.org


Greater Wapato Chamber of Commerce


P.O. Box 157


Wapato, WA 98951


support.americantowns.com


Central Washington Hispanic Chamber of Commerce


10 N. 9th St.


Yakima, WA 98901


(509) 731-4804


chamber.yakima.org


Toppenish Mural Society


504 S. Elm St.


Toppenish, WA 98948


(509) 865-6516


visitoppenish.com



Bureau of Land Management


Wenatchee Resource Area Office


915 N. Walla Walla


Wenatchee, WA 98801


(509) 665-2100


blm.gov/office/wenatchee-field-office


Von Hellstrum Inn (Sears kit house)


51 Braden Rd.


Sunnyside, WA 98944


wheretostayamerica.com/157905-von-hellstrum-inn-sunnyside


Yakama Nation Museum and Cultural Center


280 Buster Rd.


Toppenish, WA 98948


yakamamuseum.com/giftshop-contact.php


Yakima Valley Tourism


10 N. 8th St.


Yakima, WA 98901


(800) 221-0751


visityakima.com



Drive 19: Yakima to Mount Rainier and West

Mount Rainier National Park


55210 238th Ave. East


Ashford, WA 98304


(360) 569-2211


nps.gov/mora


Mount Rainier Guest Services


47009 Paradise Rd. East


Ashford, WA 98304


(855) 755-2275


mtrainierguestservices.com


Rainier Mountaineering, Inc.


30027 SR 706 East


Ashford, WA 98304


(360) 569-2227


rmiguides.com


Gifford Pinchot National Forest


987 McClellan Rd.


Vancouver, WA 98661


(360) 891-5000


fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot


Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest


Naches Ranger District


10237 Hwy. 12


Naches, WA 98937


(509) 653-1401


fs.usda.gov/okawen


Yakima Valley Tourism


10 N. 8th St.


Yakima, WA 98901


(800) 221-0751


visityakima.com


Cowlitz Valley Ranger District


Randle and Packwood


10024 US 12


Randle, WA 98377


(360) 497-1100



Drive 20: Grand Coulee Dam Loop

Brewster Chamber of Commerce


P.O. Box 1087


Brewster, WA 98812


(509) 593-0771


brewsterwachamber.com



Bridgeport City/Visitor Center


1015 Columbia Ave.


Bridgeport, WA 98813


(509) 686-4041


bridgeportwashington.net


Chief Joseph Dam Visitor Center


Highway 17, Pearl Hill Rd.


Bridgeport, WA 98813


(509) 686-5501


nws.usace.army.mil/civil-works/locks-and-dams/chief-jospeh-dam


Colville Confederated Tribes


21 Colville St.


Nespelem, WA 99155


(509) 634-4711


colvilletribes.com


Colville Confederated Tribes and Museum


512 Mead Way


Coulee Dam, WA 99116


(509) 633-0751


colvilletribes.com/colville-tribal-museum


Alta Lake State Park


1B Otto Rd.


Pateros, WA 98846


(509) 923-2473


parks.wa.gov/find-parks


Grand Coulee Dam Area Chamber of Commerce


17 Midway Ave.


Grand Coulee, WA 99133


(509) 633-3074


grandcouleedam.org


Grand Coulee Dam Visitor Center


WA 155 between Coulee Dam


and Grand Coulee


Coulee Dam, WA 99133


(509) 633-9265


usbr.gov/pn


Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area


1008 Crest Dr.


Coulee Dam, WA 99166


(509) 754-7800


nps.gov/laro


Omak Visitor Information Center


401 Omak Ave.


Route 2


Omak, WA 98841


(509) 826-4218


omakvisitorcenter.org



Drive 21: Chelan to Leavenworth

Chelan Ranger District


428 W. Woodin Ave.


Chelan, WA 98816


(509) 682-4900


fs.usda.gov/okawen


Entiat Ranger District


2108 Entiat Way Entiat, WA 98822


(509) 784-4700


fs.usda.gov/okawen


Lake Chelan Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center


216 E. Woodin Ave.


Chelan, WA 98816


(509) 682-3503


lakechelan.com/about-the-chamber



Entiat Valley Chamber of Commerce


PO Box 354


Entiat, WA 98822


(509) 784-1500 (city)


entiatchamber.org


Lakeshore RV Park & Marina (Chelan)


619 W. Manson Hwy.


Chelan, WA 98816


(509) 682-8023


cityofchelan.com


Washington State Apple Commission Visitor Center


2900 Euclid Ave.


Wenatchee, WA 98801


(509) 663-9600


waapple.org


Washington State Parks


Northwest Region Office


220 N. Walnut St.


Burlington, WA 98233


(360) 755-9231


(360) 902-8844


parks.wa.gov



Drive 22: Sherman Pass Loop

Colville National Forest


Federal Building


765 S. Main St.


Colville, WA 98114


(509) 684-7000


fs.usda.gov/colville


Three Rivers/Kettle Falls Ranger District


255 W. 11th


Kettle Falls, WA 99141


(509) 738-6111


fs.usda.gov/recarea/colville/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=67808&actid=29


Republic Area Chamber of Commerce


157 N. Clark Ave.


Republic, WA 99166


(509) 429-1877


republicchamber.org/contact-us


Republic Ranger District/Colville National Forest


650 E. Delaware Ave.


Republic, WA 99166


(509) 775-7400


fs.usda.gov/recarea/colville/recrea/?recid=67804


Republic Regional Visitor Center


61 N. Kean St.


P.O. Box 325


Republic, WA 99166


(509) 740-7731


republicwa.com/contact-us


Stonerose Interpretive and Fossil Center


15 N. Kean St.


Republic, WA 99166


(509) 775-2295


stonerosefossil.org



Fort Spokane


c/o National Park Service


Headquarters/Lake Roosevelt


National Recreation Area


1008 Crest Dr.


Coulee Dam, WA 99166


(509) 754-7800


(509) 754-78793


nps.gov/laro/contacts.htm



Drive 23: Kettle Falls to Crawford State Park

Colville Chamber of Commerce


986 S. Main St.


P.O. Box 267


Colville, WA 99114


(509) 684-5973


colvillechamberofcommerece.com


Colville National Forest


Federal Building


765 S. Main St.


Colville, WA 98114


(509) 684-7000


fs.usda.gov/colville


Kettle Falls Area Chamber of Commerce


425 W. 3rd St.


Kettle Falls, WA 99141


(509) 738-2300


kfchamber.org/contact/


Three Rivers/Kettle Falls Ranger District


255 W. 11th


Kettle Falls, WA 99141


(509) 738-6111


fs.usda.gov/recarea/colville/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=67808&actid=29


Little Pend Oreille Wildlife Refuge


262 N. Main St.


Colville, WA 99114


(509) 684-838


fws.gov/refuge/little-pend-oreille


Washington State Parks


1111 Israel Rd. SW


Tumwater, WA 98501-6512


(888) 226-7688 (reservations)


(360) 902-8844 (information)


parks.wa.gov



Drive 24: Spokane River Loop

Greater Spokane Chamber of Commerce


10808 E. Sprague Ave.


Spokane Valley, WA 99206


(509) 924-4994


spokanevalleychamber.org


Spokane Visitor Information Center


Riverfront Park


620 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.


Spokane, WA 99201


(509) 747-3230


(509) 624-1341


visitspokane.com


Washington State Department of Natural Resources


Northeast Region


P.O. Box 190


225 S. Silke Rd.


Colville, WA 99114-9369


(509) 684-7474


dnr.wa.gov/about/dnr-regions-and-districts



Drive 25: Palouse Country

Clarkston Chamber of Commerce


731 Fifth St.


Clarkston, WA 99403


(509) 397-3712


chamberofcommerce.com/business-directory/washington/clarkston/


Pullman Chamber of Commerce


415 N. Grand Ave.


Pullman, WA 99163


(509) 334-3565


pullmanchamber.com


City of Palouse


120 E. Main St.


Palouse, WA, 99163


(509) 878-1811


palousewa.gov



Oakesdale Town

PO Box 246


Oakesdale, WA, 99158


(509) 285-4020


oakesdale.org


Tekoa Chamber of Commerce/Explore Tekoa


PO Box 682


Tekoa, WA, 99033


exploretekoa.com



GENERAL

Washington State Tourism


P.O. Box 16612


Seattle, WA 98116


(800) 544-1800


stateofwatourism.com
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The view from Hurricane Ridge (elevation 6,772 ft), one of the two most-visited sites in Olympic National Park, is breathtaking in any season. OLYMPIC PENINSULA VISITOR BUREAU







About the Authors

Steve Giordano is the author of Scenic Driving Washington, 1st edition; Camping Washington, 1st and 2nd editions, and 3rd and 4th editions with coauthor Lynn Rosen, (FalconGuides); Now Hiring: Ski Resort Jobs; and the 1st and 2nd editions of The Seattle Dog Lover’s Companion. He and his wife and coauthor, Lynn Rosen, have for decades contributed to and edited the guidebooks and websites Ski Snowboard America and Ski Europe. A current member, Steve has served as second vice president of the North American Snowsports Journalists Association and president of the Society of American Travel Writers. He and Rosen have written substantial content for two CD-ROMs: Mount Everest, Quest for the Summit of Dreams, for Peak Media; and Leonardo, for Corbis Corporation.


Both Steve and Emmy award–winner Lynn have previous careers in television production and news and documentary broadcasting. Together with four Pacific Northwest colleagues, they co-own, contribute to, edit, produce, and manage the editorial and technical headaches and joys of https://highonadventure.com, a web-site in its unprecedented 29th year that features hard and soft adventures. Lynn is a member of the American Theater Critics/Journalists Association, and both are members of the Society of American Travel Writers. They live in Bellingham, Washington, where they bicycle daily, no matter what, because bicycling > almost anything.



[image: fig_223_1.jpg]
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