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INTRODUCTION – The Making of Canada

 

Canada is a land shaped by deep time, ice, climate, geography, competing ambitions, and a long, complex relationship between cultures that evolved independently for thousands of years before finally meeting. To understand how modern Canada emerged, we must begin long before European nations appeared on the horizon, and long before the word “Canada” existed. We must look back to the end of the last Ice Age when human societies on the two side of the Atlantic began walking quite different historical paths.

The story presented here examines that divergence and its consequences. It spans a period beginning nearly 12,000 years before the birth of the modern nation and ends in 1867, when a political compromise, Confederation, formalized a new identity for the land we now call Canada. Part One attempts to explain not only what happened, but why events unfolded the way they did when Europeans first came into contact with Indigenous nations in North America. Part Two (to be published at a later date) will then explore the period from Confederation to the present, showing how the legacies of earlier centuries have shaped Canadian attitudes, institutions, policies, and identity into the 21st century.

This book is organized as a progressive explanation, not a simple chronological account. It is structured in five thematic sections that move from ancient environmental history to political nation building. Together, these sections trace how early divergence in geography and resources created unequal conditions; how Europe’s collapse and reinvention fostered imperial ambition; how exploration became possession; how imperial rivalry unfolded on Indigenous lands; and how colonial governance culminated in Confederation without resolving foundational relationships. Each section builds on the last, emphasizing causation rather than inevitability.

 

A First Nations Analogy: A Boy and a Bully

One way to begin exploring the relationship between the First Nations and the Canadians of today, is by way of analogy. Imagine a boy (representing Indigenous Peoples) and a bully (represented by the Europeans of the past few centuries). The bully finds the boy’s home, and his toys, likes them and takes possession of them. No invitation was sent out by the boy to share his home, but he came anyway and stayed. The bully kept taking more and more, and treated the boy badly, and was responsible for killing many of the boy’s family and friends. This would continue for a few centuries, kept up by the bully’s next generations, against the boy’s family and his next generations. The bully’s family eventually forgot why this way of behaving was occurring, but since they had the advantage, they kept at it. During the next centuries, some of the boy’s family members started to question why they were treated in this manner in their own home, but nothing changed. 

Then, in the beginning of the 20th century, some of the bully’s family decided they should apologize to the boy’s family. The bully’s family did this, felt good about apologizing, but still things did not change. The bully’s family was confused; didn’t they apologize? Why weren’t the boy’s Indigenous family members happy now? 

Using new imaging technology it came to light that there are unmarked graves at the location of many of the Indigenous Residential schools that the boy and his family members had attended. This shocked many Canadians to finally see how bad things have become. So, now what do we do?

That is the situation now, as I write this story of Canada. What do we do now?

This book does not attempt to answer what should be done now; its purpose is to explain how the present situation developed over time.

 

History as Context, Not Judgment

This story does not begin at Confederation in 1867, nor with the arrival of French or English settlers in the 1500s and 1600s. it begins with the end of the last Ice Age because the physical conditions of that period shaped everything that came afterward: population patterns, food sources, technology, agriculture, cattle, trade, governance, and social organization.

For example, Eurasia emerged from glaciation with abundant domesticable animals: horses, donkeys, cattle, sheep, goats, and pigs. These animals made possible large-scale agriculture, harder plowing, increased food storage, transportation, warfare, and trade. The resulting food surpluses supported the growth of cities, artisan classes, writing, armies, and expansive political and religious systems. Over several thousand years, villages became cities, cities became empires, and technology became a defining force in the human world.

North America experienced a different outcome. The Ice Age eliminated many large mammals that might otherwise have been domesticated. Without cattle, horses, donkeys, or oxen, agricultural yields were necessarily limited to soil that could be worked by human hands alone. Even where farming existed, populations remained smaller, food surpluses were modest, and mobility was essential for food gathering. These realities shaped Indigenous societies into flexible, resilient, highly knowledgeable groups that cultivated deep ecological relationships and social cohesion but did not evolve into the large bureaucratic empires that emerged in Eurasia. 

Historical trajectories were therefore shaped by environment, not biological superiority. There is no evidence that Eurasian societies were inherently more inventive or intelligent; rather Eurasian societies had more favourable ecological raw materials, and over thousands of years, inventions accumulated. Eurasian cultures produced writing because there were large settlements and surpluses that allowed some individuals to specialize. They produced complex military technologies because many lived in crowded environments where conflicts and competition were constant. They developed monetary systems because bartering became inefficient across growing populations and growing markets. Their geopolitical needs continually pushed them toward further complexity, whether for administration, expansion, security, or economic advantage. 

By contrast, Indigenous societies had no material incentive to invent the wheel when no animal existed to pull it, and little reason to invent portable writing systems when their communities relied on oral storytelling and lived memory. Their mobility and small-group organization made them adaptable, sustainable, and environmentally balanced, but it did not generate the same bureaucratic structures that Europeans later interpreted incorrectly as indicators of “civilizational inferiority.”

When Europeans arrived, the imbalance in technology, military organization, and disease immunity made domination possible, but it did not make it just. Nor did it mean that Indigenous societies lacked history or complexity. The absence of written records does not imply an absence of knowledge. Oral cultures preserved law, memory, science, and cosmology effectively; they simply encoded them differently.

Understanding this early divergence is not simply academic. It helps to explain how Indigenous peoples experienced the arrival of Europeans: first as potential allies and trading partners, and then as uninvited occupiers whose worldview valued wealth, land accumulation, and imperial authority. That worldview was not inevitable. It was shaped by thousands of years of Eurasian development.

 

How Europe Prepared for Empire

From 2700 BC to 500 AD, Eurasian and Mediterranean societies developed enormous complexity: from Minoan traders to Mycenaean warriors, from Greek city-states to the Roman Empire. The Mediterranean became a corridor for ideas, governance models, engineering, religious belief, metallurgy, military strategy, and long-distance trade.

The Roman Empire stands as a pinnacle of this trajectory: laws standardized across great distances; road systems that allowed armies and administrators to travel thousands of kilometres; educational systems, marketplaces, taxation, political institutions, and religious authority. All far beyond anything that small mobile populations could justify or sustain. Rome inherited, combined, repurposed, and extended centuries of knowledge from earlier cultures. Its governing systems survived even its dissolution. Later European monarchies, legal systems, and colonial administrations were all shaped by roman precedents. 

Europe, in short, entered the Middle Ages with a long history of empire, conquest, written law, and centralized governance. This contrast with North America is profoundly important. When European explorers later arrived in North America, they were not simply crossing the Atlantic as wandering sailors; they were carrying with them a civilizational model that viewed territory as resource, population as subjects, and expansion as destiny.

That view collided with Indigenous societies whose governing systems were decentralized, consensus-driven, egalitarian in resource use, and deeply enmeshed within the ecology around them. When European powers encountered these societies, they often interpreted non-hierarchical consensus government as “lack of governance.” When Indigenous nations defended territory based on stewardship and kinship rather than private property, Europeans interpreted that as “unused land” available for settlement.

 

How Contact Became Colonization

When French and English explorers reached the lands of North America, their first interactions with Indigenous peoples were not always hostile. (Except there were several instances of Europeans enticing/capturing Indigenous for the return journey to Europe, to show their investors what they had found.) Trade, diplomacy, and mutual curiosity defined many early relationships. Europeans depended on Indigenous expertise in fishing, medicine, geography, and survival. Indigenous traders benefited from European metal tools, cloth, and weaponry. Neither side fully understood the long-term implications of the exchange.

Over time, however, European imperial logic reasserted itself. The need for settlement land, the desire for exclusive trade access, and the assumption that European governance should apply everywhere, produced rising conflict. European colonial governments re-interpreted Indigenous landholding methods as absence of ownership. Once that legal fiction was adopted, the state could treat land as “empty” and transferable.

For Indigenous peoples, the consequences were devastating; displacement, conflict, cultural disruption, disease epidemics, and later the imposition of residential schools, restrictive federal policies, and legal structures that attempted to sever Indigenous peoples from their own governance systems and cultures.

Centuries later, the discovery of unmarked graves at the sites of former residential schools shocked Canadians into seeing the full extent of what colonization meant: not just cultural loss or legal extinguishment, but the literal deaths of children hidden from public view. Apologies alone cannot undo that history.

 

Why the Past Matters Now

Canada cannot be understood by beginning in 1867. Confederation did not occur in a vacuum. It was the result of a 300-year struggle between France and Britain for territory, resources, military advantage, and empire. It was also the result of a 12,000-year Indigenous history that had already shaped the land into a network of nations with their own political systems, languages, spiritual traditions, and ecological relationships.

Canada is therefore not the product of peaceful inevitability, but the product of conflict, misunderstanding, and competing worldviews. Canadians today have inherited laws, property regimes, and governance relationships that reflect centuries of European assumptions rather than shared relationships with Indigenous peoples. Many of those structures continue to define land ownership, treaty interpretation, federal-provincial jurisdiction, resource development, and social inequality.

Reconciliation requires more than symbolic acknowledgment. It requires understanding how deeply the roots of colonialism extend into Canadian law and identity, and how the earliest divergences in human history shaped encounters across the Atlantic.

       Understanding the full sweep of this story from Ice Age, divergence, European empire, Indigenous knowledge, conflict, diplomacy, colonization, and political evolution, is essential if Canadians are going to answer the question: where do we go from here?

Part One of the Story of Canada provides this foundation.

 




Purpose of Part One

Part one examines:


		Indigenous societies in North America from earliest settlement to European contact.

		The agricultural and technological divergence between Eurasia and North America.

		The rise of European imperial cultures whose outlooks shaped early colonial policy.

		The encounter between Europeans and Indigenous nations from first contact to confederation.

		The mismatch between Indigenous consensus-based governance and European hierarchical decision making.

		The persistence of colonial assumptions within emerging Canadian law and administration.



By reconstructing this long chain of historical causation, we begin to see that Canada was not simply “founded.” It was negotiated, resisted, fought over, appropriated, imagined, and re-interpreted. It was created not once, but many times, through shifting alliances and conflicts between Indigenous nations and European powers.

Understanding this past does not solve the present. But it allows us to enter present-day debates with humility, awareness, and honesty about the forces that shaped the nation we inhabit.

 

 

 

 

       

 


SECTION 1

 

FOUNDATIONS OF DIVERGENCE

(How environment and deep history shaped unequal worlds)

(11000 BC to 500 AD)

 

Some of you may ask why it is necessary to review the period as far back as the Ice Age when we are looking to understand the history of Canada.

I believe, that to understand how we got here, you must analyze all the relevant history that had an impact on what formed our respective cultures. And I believe that the Ice Age, then the thawing, bears directly on how this part of the world was populated, then isolated, when the Ice Age thawing took place.

Section 1 lays the foundation for understanding the story of Canada by examining how human societies on either side of the Atlantic developed along dramatically different paths long before Europeans and Indigenous peoples ever encountered one another. Spanning the period from the end of the last Ice Age to the fall of the Western Roman Empire, this section shows that the eventual imbalance between Europeans and Indigenous peoples at contact was not the result of intelligence or cultural superiority, but rather the product of geography, climate, available resources, and thousands of years of divergent historical circumstances.

Chapter 1 traces these differences to the physical impacts of the Ice Age. Eurasia emerged from glaciation with abundant domesticable animals (cattle, horses, sheep, goats, pigs) which enabled early farming, the use of animal power, and the creation of stored food surpluses. These surpluses supported larger populations, specialization of labour, armies, political leaders, and major inventions such as writing and the wheel. In contrast, North America lost all large domesticable mammals, which limited agricultural expansion, and encouraged smaller populations and mobile hunter-gatherer societies. This early divergence created the long-term technological, demographic, and institutional gap that existed by the time Europeans crossed the ocean.

Chapter 2 follows the rise of the major European civilizations such as Minoan, Mycenaean, Greek, and Roman. How they built on this agricultural foundation to construct increasingly complex societies. This chapter focuses on the European cultures that most directly shaped the societies from which Canada’s founders emerged. While other civilizations flourished elsewhere (Egypt, China, India), the Minoans, Mycenaeans, Greeks, and Romans form the direct cultural lineage of the later European powers. Europe’s ancient cultures developed urban centers, codified laws, organized armies, advanced engineering, maritime trade, and sophisticated political and philosophical ideas. The Roman Empire, in particular, perfected administration, road networks, large-scale warfare, and state religion. Although Rome eventually collapsed, its systems shaped the medieval European nations, including France and Britain, that would later explore, conquer, and settle the lands that became Canada.

Chapter 3 turns to the Indigenous peoples of the Americas and explains how their cultures evolved within the constraints and opportunities of the North American environment. Canada’s vast geography, harsh climates, short growing seasons, and absence of draft animals made large-scale agriculture difficult, leading to a balance of hunting, fishing, gathering, and small-scale farming. Indigenous nations developed deep ecological knowledge, extensive trade networks, oral histories, refined stone and bone technologies, and governance systems based on consensus, generosity, and social cohesion. While diverse, these societies were not organized around empire-building or accumulation of wealth, which shaped their worldview in ways fundamentally different from European cultures.

Together, these three chapters demonstrate that when Europeans and Indigenous peoples met, they arrived with worldviews, technologies, and political structures shaped by thousands of years of separate development. Section 1 provides the essential context for understanding the encounter unfolded as it did, and why its consequences still echo in Canada today.

 






CHAPTER 1

DIVERGING AFTER THE ICE AGE: HOW GEOGRAPHY SHAPED HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

(11000-2700BC)

 

To tell the story of Canada, why would I start as far back as the Ice Age? What could this time-period, so long ago, have to do with the formation of Canada as we know it? Well, I hope to show you in this section that the vast head start in human development that Europe and Asia had over the Americas, was due in part to the Ice Age’s physical impact on the land of the Americas.

This chapter asks a simple but crucial question: Why did the peoples on one side of the Atlantic develop cities, writing, and empires, while those on the other side continued living as hunter-gatherers? The answer lies not in intelligence or will, but in geography and environment.

For about 100,000 years, Ice sheets covered much of North America, and the animals and humans of the time had to do the best they could to adapt. Most did not adapt well, as there was nowhere to go. The animals that could be domesticated, such as goats, chickens, ox, cows etc. did not make it. Ice sheets also covered the northern portion of Europe, through Germany. The ocean sea levels were about 400 feet lower than they are now. 

As a result, when the Ice Age receded and allowed for more normal weather patterns, the pace of change (from the ending of the last Ice Age to about 2700 BC), was different on the East side of the Atlantic Ocean (Europe, Asia, and Africa) compared to the West side of the Atlantic (the Americas). These changes that took place had a direct consequence on how the Americas came to be discovered (and plundered, as some may say) by the Europeans.

The East side of the Atlantic Ocean is where humans first evolved. Before humans first started farming the fertile crescent (around 8,500 BC), they had been in the area for about 1 million years before that and lived as hunter gatherers. These hunter gatherer groups tended to be small, and stayed in one area, as long as there was sufficient food supply. If the animals on which they fed migrated, then these humans tended to follow them, unless they could find alternative food sources. With the advent of farming, as well the domestication of farm animals, humans could grow and source their own food while staying in one place. The Fertile Crescent had ideal conditions for growing food. Not only was the soil fertile, but the weather allowed for long growing and regrowing cycles. The rivers and lakes in the area drew animals to drink, so they could wait for the animals to come to them, to supplement their diet.

As many years went by, humans determined that if they somehow could keep the animals close to them all year round, they could have a more reliable food source. These goat, sheep, and pigs that were wild at first, soon became domesticated as their babies became used to the humas in their environment. In time, as the horse, donkey, and cows were also domesticated (some 2,000 to 4,000 years later), they were used as heavy burden for transport, as well as extra muscle in the plowing fields, hence more area could be plowed and more food grown. That provided the support for a bigger population, as there was more readily available food, and people were now staying put in villages. 

As these villages became bigger, with even larger populations, different methods were needed to manage the safety and growth of the villages. That is when chiefdoms became more important. Armies were also being put in place, at first for the defence of the population, then used against other villages. The extra food being generated allowed for these “non food generating” activities (like sustaining armies) to occur. They attacked and defeated other villages and combined them with their own. Writing and other inventions (such as the wheel) developed in time. These new inventions proved to help these new leaders better “control” their populations. 

While the East was growing their villages in size, creating new technologies to improve the operation of their villages, and making their armies stronger against their enemies, the West side of the Atlantic Ocean was still in the early stages of their migration over the Bering Strait and were hunter gatherers congregating in small bands. By the end of this period (around 3000 – 2500 BC), plant domestication in the West was just getting under way. 

In North America, populations were small. Plants, fish, and other animals were abundant, so the hunter gatherer lifestyle was ideal for the locality. The growing seasons were shorter, so the availability of ideal land for agriculture was much harder to locate. As well, the ice age had decimated any of the domesticable animals that were easily available on the East side of the Atlantic. Without these animals, their supply of meat was much more transient, although the rivers and lakes did offer a readily available supply of fish. 

The West, not having available to them any beasts of burden (donkey, horses, cows) that they could domesticate, meant that when they migrated with their food sources, they carried all their belongings with them, and dragged them on makeshift sleds (made of branches) by the few dogs they had. This made for having fewer belongings. It also meant smaller farms, as humans could only till the land that was easiest to grow food on. When farming did begin, the hunter gatherer existence was still essential for getting them adequate food supplies, especially meat. Easily domesticable animals like pigs, chickens, and goats, were simply not available in the Americas. 

Every member of the group was essential in acquiring food, and very little time existed for developing inventions that did not support their day-to-day survival needs. There was no physical incentive to invent the wheel, as who would push or drag this wheel or cart? There was no incentive to develop writing, as who would carry these writings from location to location as they moved to where their new food supply was? This lack of domesticated animals prolonged the hunter gatherer existence in the West, longer than in Europe.

This chapter shows the major developments that were essential enablers for the development of the larger Empires, like Mesopotamia, Greeks, and Romans, which will be discussed in Chapter 2.

Understanding these early differences helps explain why, when Europeans finally reached North America, their societies carried the tools, beliefs, and technologies that would define Canada’s colonial beginnings.

 

 

 


Human Occupation

[image: Image] Chart 1:  Rough estimates of the spread of humans around the world (From Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond)

 

 

Early human origins are thought to have occurred approximately 7 million BC. It is not until 1 million BC (or so), that humans migrated outside of Africa, into Southeast Asia.      

The key point to note (from chart 1) is the difference between the amounts of time that humans populated Europe (approximately 500,000 BC), versus North America (approximately 11,000 BC). There would certainly have been more time for human population growth and expansion in the East, more time with experimentation of hunting and gathering, as well as food production skills and improvements. 

The late spreading of humans to North and South America (in addition to the vast amount of water isolating it) can be explained by the ice ages that had been experienced, the last ice age having ended about 11,700 years ago. The colder weather kept the populations in warmer climates if they could help it. The shallow Bering Strait between Siberia and Alaska, with the ice age reducing sea levels by hundreds of feet, created the necessary “bridge” that allowed humans to migrate through this area to North America.

It is not known if these hunting and gathering humans were simply following the migrations of animals from which sustained their existence, or whether they were fleeing other humans who were attacking and expanding their own land holdings. Perhaps it was both.

 

Nature and the environment

At the time of discovery of the Americas, why was Europe, or Asia for that matter, so much more “materially and technically developed” than the Americas continents? Why didn’t the Americas “discover” Europe?

Have you ever wondered why human development proceeded at such a different pace on different continents?

I believe this basic development difference was the result of peoples’ differing environments and the resources available to them, and not because of any biological factors among the peoples themselves.

This will be a high-level summary of the major invention trends over thousands of years, and it glosses over many details. Historians and archaeologists, and their followers, have explored and written about many references that you can review for further details on factual or assumption support. However, I hope to provide a brief description that will give the reader an appreciation of the magnitude of the differences in civilization advance over that time between the Eurasians and North Americans.

 


Table 1.1: Historical Trajectories of Eurasia and the Americas (From Guns, Germs, and Steel, by Jared Diamond)


		
				Type of Invention

				Eurasia

				Native America

		

		
				 

				Fertile Crescent

				China

				England

				Andes

				Amazonia

				Mesoamerica

				Eastern U.S.

		

		
				Plant domestication

				8500 B.C.

				By 7500 B.C.

				3500 B.C.

				By 3000 B.C.

				3000 B.C.

				By 3000 B.C.

				2500 B.C.

		

		
				Animal Domestication

				8000 B.C.

				By 7500 B.C.

				3500 B.C.

				3500 B.C.

				--

				500 B.C.

				--

		

		
				Pottery

				7000 B.C.

				By 7500 B.C.

				3500 B.C.

				3100-1800 B.C.

				6000 B.C.

				1500 B.C.

				2500 B.C.

		

		
				Villages

				9000 B.C.

				By 7500 B.C.

				3000 B.C.

				3100-1800 B.C.

				6000 B.C.

				1500 B.C.

				500 B.C.

		

		
				Chiefdoms

				5500 B.C.

				4000 B.C.

				2500 B.C.

				By 1500 B.C.

				A.D. 1

				1500 B.C.

				200 B.C.

		

		
				Widespread metal tools or artifacts (copper and/or bronze)

				4000 B.C.

				2000 B.C.

				2000 B.C.

				A.D. 1000

				_

				_

				_

		

		
				States

				3700 B.C.

				2000 B.C.

				500 A.D.

				A.D. 1

				_

				300 B.C.

				_

		

		
				Writing

				3200 B.C.

				By 1300 B.C.

				A.D 43

				_

				_

				600 B.C.

				_

		

		
				Widespread iron tools

				900 B.C.

				500 B.C.

				650 B.C.

				_

				_

				_

				_

		

	

 

As depicted in Table 1.1, the historical trajectories of a few key developments (plant domestication, animal domestication, governing, writing, etc.) clearly shows the late start that the Americas had on these developments.

Why were these human developments shifted so much later for the Americas, than in Eurasia? Likely, there is not one single reason, but a combination of at least four reasons can suggest themselves:

a- the later start in human occupation of lands (see chart 1)

b- limited availability of wild animals for domestication in the Americas (see tables 1.2, 1.3)

c- ability, or opportunity, to interact with external forces, internal political organization different to themselves.

d- and possibly, more isolated areas in combination with less dense population in the Americas compared to Eurasia.

 

Limited Availability of wild animals for domestication (see tables 1.2, 1.3)

When you look around the world today, you find various farms growing similar foods in different regions of the world. The same with the availability of domesticated animals, where you find pigs, cows, and other large farm animals pretty much everywhere on earth. It is hard to imagine, then, that this was not always the case.

By documenting the early differences between Europe and the Americas, as far as the availability of wild animals for domestication, you can see the impacts the last ice age had on some of the major differences in development of the two societies.

The last Ice Age, ending some 11,700 years ago, decimated and caused the extinction of many types of animals that would have normally been available for domestication in the Americas. The Ice Age impact was not the same on all continents due to its climate or terrain. Not all types of these animals could be domesticated (lions, tigers, etc.), which then brings the number to about 14 candidates for domestication (see table 1.2, next page). Of the 14, a full 13 of them were found in Eurasia, and only 1 (the dog) was found in North America. The approximate timing of domestication of these 14 animals can be shown in table 1.3, next page.

 


Table 1.2: Mammalian Candidates for Domestication. As Table 1.2 shows, Eurasia had over ten times as many suitable species for domestication. This single difference gave Eurasian societies a renewable food supply, transportation, and even disease immunity – advantages that would later devastate the Indigenous peoples of the Americas. (From Guns, Germs, and Steel, by Jared Diamond)


		
				                                    Continent

		

		
				 

				Eurasia

				Sub-Saharan Africa

				The
Americas

				Australia

		

		
				 

				 

				 

				 

				 

		

		
				Candidates

				72

				51

				24

				1

		

		
				Domesticated species

				13

				0

				1

				0

		

		
				% of candidates domesticated

				18%

				0%

				4%

				0%

		

		
				A “candidate” is defined as a species of terrestrial, herbivorous, or omnivorous, wild mammal weighing on the average over 100 pounds

		

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1.3: Approximate Dates of First Attested Evidence for Domestication of Large Mammal Species (From Guns, Germs, and Steel, by Jared Diamond)


		
				 

				Date (B.C.)

				Place

		

		
				Dog

				10,000

				Southwest Asia, China, North America

		

		
				Sheep

				8,000

				Southwest Asia

		

		
				Goat

				8,000

				Southwest Asia

		

		
				Pig

				8,000

				China, Southwest Asia

		

		
				Cow

				6,000

				Southwest Asia, India, North Africa

		

		
				Horse

				4,000

				Ukraine

		

		
				Donkey

				4,000

				Egypt

		

		
				Water buffalo

				4,000

				China

		

		
				Llama / alpaca

				3,500

				Andes

		

		
				Bactrian camel

				2,500

				Central Asia

		

		
				Arabian camel

				2,500

				Arabia

		

		
				For the other four domesticated large mammal species – reindeer, yak, gaur, and banteng – there is little evidence concerning the date of domestication. Dates and places shown are merely the earliest ones attested to-date; domestication may have begun earlier and at a different location.

		

	



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The domestication of animals played a major factor in human agricultural development as well as transportation and allowed for many opportunities in how humans evolved. The lack of cattle and horses for example, limited the progress within Canada to expand agriculture with only human power at their disposal, and limited more mobile transportation methods.

The availability of domesticated animals in Eurasia, allowed for large-scale availability of meats for consumption. Also, larger domesticated animals such as the water buffalo, camels, horses, etc. provided for the availability of using them in support of large-scale cultivation of not only prime soil land, but also hard to plough lands. This enabled humans to generate far more edible food per acre.

This increase in food production helped humans in Eurasia to move away from being primarily hunter gatherers. This enabled larger communities to have other employment opportunities such as military, more human involvement in government such as leaders and helpers, as well as the arts and sciences. These occupations fueled the need for other support services as well. This led to the accumulation of wealth to become of primary importance, and money to be actively sought for and desired to improve their status in life.

This proximity to domesticated animals also generated local diseases such as smallpox, measles, influenza, typhus, bubonic plague, and others. Eventually, the humans in these areas developed natural immunity to many of these types of diseases. But as we will see later, this enabled one area of the world (Eurasia) to significantly destroy and dominate another population in another land (Americas) where these diseases were not prevalent, and many would die from them.      

In North America, society mainly functioned as hunter-gatherers. There was an abundance of available animals to hunt, as well as wild food availability. With such abundance there was little incentive, no necessary catalyst, for a society to change to farming. Some of the tribes combined these two styles; hunter-gatherer as they required, finding wild food when it was available, and a minimum amount of planting of seeds in areas that were easy to sow and were fast to grow supplemental food, as needed. As a result, populations remained low, and most manpower was consumed all day, for day to day living requirements.

 

Opportunity to interact with external forces, internal political organizations

Canada is a vast land, nearly as big as all of Europe, and about thirteen times larger than the combined territories of the two founding nations, France, and the United Kingdom. The population of this vast land prior to discovery by the Europeans was approximately 300,000. (Compared to approximately 67,000,000 people in the European nations around that time). These lower numbers in Canada were spread out from coast to coast, north and south, in much vaster lands. 

You can imagine that this smaller population, spread over the entire continent’s surface, had many small communities. Primarily these were set up as hunter-gatherer communities. There was an abundance of wildlife, fish, and wild plants to sustain this lifestyle. There was no driving force to change.

The hunter-gatherer lifestyle generally led to small populations, because it was easier to move a smaller group to different hunting grounds, or to a warmer climate for fishing as needed.

Smaller groups meant that most people had a very defined role in the group, either as hunters, or food gatherers and/or family caregivers. Every member of the tribe had a role to play in living day to day, or in moving from one location to another.

This was not a lifestyle that promoted the accumulation of wealth, or personal possessions. It would be difficult to carry these possessions from location to location as they migrated. Without the availability of large, domesticated animals (horses, cattle, etc.) to carry such goods, possessions had to be carried on backpacks, or on sleds (no wheels) that were dragged by their few dogs.

These small groups chose their winter group leaders largely based on their ability to hunt, and good speakers. Their summer groups, usually larger in size, chose the most effective winter leaders. Nothing was done until consensus was reached, as leaders operated by persuasion, not coercion.

Communication was done orally. This was sufficient for these smaller groups. Given all peoples were devoted to the sustaining of life such as hunting or food gathering, there was not much time and energy devoted to developing and using writing materials such as paper and pencils. Also, these would have had to be carried as they migrated to their winter and summer locations, which would be difficult.

There was no need of communicating and coordination of peoples in distant areas, as these smaller groups were self-sustaining. The hunter-gatherer society lacked the food generating and storing capabilities to allow sufficient storage of food surpluses to feed scribes and other persons pursuing other such “non-life- sustaining” activities.

Given the whole continent developed in this way, with the lack of awareness of the more developed world regions, there was no external factors and interaction that would force a change in the indigenous lifestyle. The other communities that they met up with were either family related in some way, or if not, had a similar hunter-gatherer lifestyle.

There was no need for extensive political organizations, as the communities were small and self-sustaining. 

 

More isolated areas of dense population in the Americas as compared to Eurasia

Given the small population for such a vast land, communities were small and isolated from each other. Likely, conflict would occur during the seasonal migration periods, resulting in the need to defend their ancestral lands. But given the low population levels, and the abundance of wildlife and wild plants, there was not much need for groups to invade and acquire lands for the sake of expansion.

Due partly to the impact of the Ice Age, the African and Eurasian continents had this “head start” over the Americas as far as number of people to manage and feed, as well as animals that could be available for domestication. It is not surprising that humans east of the Atlantic were beginning to work on ideas that made their lives a bit easier. However, as we will see later, it was still very slow progress especially as compared to modern times.

 

Agricultural revolution evolved in the Mediterranean Area

Hunter gatherers sometimes settled for a time near large bodies of fresh water. These early “villages” allowed not only for water to drink, but access to fish to supplement their diets. They would still be able to pick wild berries and fruits nearby, and plenty of animals would wander by for access to the water. The abundance of the fertile crescent (an area bounded in the West by the Mediterranean Sea, and the East by the Persian Gulf) provided the impetus for some small bands to stay in one place. 

[image: Image]      By venturing out to pick berries, or on their way to hunt animals for food, some enterprising, “eagle eyed” and clever individuals would find it interesting that some plants seemed to grow in abundance down the same paths that they would be going to and from their village. Some other clever individuals were curious enough to take some of these same plant seeds and throw them around closer to the camp. They found it convenient, if their berries and fruits could be grown near their base camp, they would venture out less, and likely be safer from wild animals. This is perhaps how the agricultural revolution started in the Fertile Crescent sometime around 8,500 BC.

 

Animal Domestication

Around 8,000 BC, after a few hundred years of growing crops near base camp, they took another logical next step in the domestication of local wild animals. These local animals (mostly goat, sheep, and cows) were wild and readily accessible by hunter gathering bands to supplement their diets with meat. Some bands found it useful to capture a few of their number and bring these animals closer to their camp so they would be accessible when needed, rather than to go after them. Over time, as more animals were born to the ones that were captured, the animals became used to their environment as well as humans and soon became domesticated.

Around 4,000 BC, they added the horse, donkey, and the ox to the list of domesticated animals. These animals provided much of the muscle strength necessary to plow the less fertile lands and significantly boosted the amounted of acres available for agriculture, and the ability to grow more food.

And so, just like that, the domestication of animals was started. Now, the camp had access to their berries and fruits, and most of their meat source as well, without venturing out. 

 

The phasing out of the “Hunter Gatherer” throughout Eurasia

The combination of Agriculture and the Domestication of wild animals enabled humans to transition from being hunter gatherers to full time farmers. At the start of farming, historians estimate that humans on earth totaled about 5 to 8 million nomadic people. By 1,000 AD, there were still 1 to 2 million hunter gatherers on earth, but now there were an additional 250 million farmers. Only through the farming of produce, and the maintenance of domesticated animals for consumption purposes, could this quantity of people be adequately sustained.

It turns out that agriculture was much more labour intensive than hunting and gathering. The additional manpower was needed to sustain the fields and animals, conversely creating the need for more food for this ever-increasing population. This cycle, once started, assured that moving back to the hunter gatherer lifestyle was no longer possible.

 

Human developments in the transition from hunter gatherer to farmer 

This new lifestyle resulted in great leaps forward in development for mankind, and difficult times for some.

The agricultural revolution made thinking of the future much more important than it was under the hunter gatherer lifestyle. It was important to plan and to prepare for the changing seasons, and to create storage systems for large quantities of food to sustain ever larger populations during not only off-season growing periods, but for occasional crop failure due to droughts, etc.

Inevitably, peasant classes were obligated to produce more than they could consume so that reserves could be built for bad weather or poor growth years. Upper classes (initially the strong and eventually the rich) sprang up everywhere and coordinated these activities. A ruler ensured everyone knew their place. Producing these surpluses left the peasants with bare subsistence, while providing the ruling class with armies, palaces, forts, temples, roads, etc. 

 

Chiefdoms

The larger villages, to have less chaos, required a single management choice. This is where Chiefdoms came into being. It was not easy to decide who the first chief would be, but it is not hard to imagine that it required much fighting and massacre of “enemies of the boss.” Chiefs as leaders had their deputies, who helped to manage the affairs of the village, as well as ensure its security.

As villages became larger, these started to compete for available resources of local animals and or river access. Wars between villages were common occurrences. The building of standing armies, and training of them, became a priority. Peasants, and their sons, would often be called up to serve to protect the community, or to enlist and steal from other villages.

Chiefdoms were beginning around 5500 BC in the Fertile Crescent, while not till around 200 BC in the Eastern US. 

 

The wheel

No one knows for sure when and where the wheel for transportation was developed, however the wheel turns up in archeological digs in 4,500 to 3,500 BC. It is logical to assume that this idea could have come from the potter’s wheel, but it is not certain. However, when combined with the domestication of the horse and the ox (4,000 BC), this created another transformational event.

The wheel, without a cart or the horse or ox to pull it, would not have been as transformative an event. This enabled these animals to carry great weights for longer distances than was ever possible before. This opened the door to significantly more non-seabound trading (village to village, country to country) and opened the door to more inter-connection of different peoples. Also, unfortunately, facilitated a more dangerous and deadly war machine.

In time, the wheel would lead to more “wheel type” technologies like the water wheel, spinning wheel, etc., creating and transforming industries.

 

Writing

The concept of writing was developed initially in ancient Sumer (Mesopotamia) around 3,100 BC. The concept of writing was an essential communications tool, where people could communicate at a distance relatively quickly without the need to travel there. As we will see, this was useful for the larger Empires to maintain order and to control their lands from far away. It was easier to have a consistent set of rules, or laws, which could be communicated to the different villages under the same ruler. This was essential to maintain social order in larger cities.

Writing was also transformative, in that it allowed the recording of events, and communicating these to large audiences. This meant that new developments and inventions could more easily be shared with far away cultures, to avoid reinventing something that already worked somewhere else.

By 2,500 BC, Kings were using cuneiform writing to issue decrees, priests to record oracles, and even some of the educated class for personal letters.

 

Growth of Cities

As populations grew, villages became bigger, forcing the combination of villages into larger ones. Also, more aggressive villages would assimilate those villages not able to defend themselves. The technologies of larger scale agriculture facilitated the feeding of urban populations. The domestication of the horse enabled humans to travel farther and faster than ever before and could manage the affairs of villages that were farther away. Writing enabled the provision of direction to subsidiary villages in the distance. These new technologies were an impetus for growth of ever larger cities, managed by aggressive leaders who wished for riches and power. Many people would flock to stronger cities, looking for the protection that these larger venues could provide, from roving bandits or other villages also looking to grow for their own protection. This was a never-ending cycle.

This also enabled the increase in specialization to occur, as not everyone was actively engaged in agriculture, or the army. Various services arose such as barbers, merchants, tailoring, among others. Although bartering was around since time began, a bald tailor providing a set of clothing to a barber did not need a hair cut. Perhaps the doctor did not require any more clothing, so when his tailor patient offered to pay, he required something else. The concept of money payment was developed to provide payment for services.

These developments were transforming life on earth and helped to propel the creation of large cultures along the Mediterranean Sea, such as the Egyptians, Persians, and at the same time these large cultures finding their way towards Europe via the Greek Islands and the Mycenean civilization. These large cultures formed the basis for Western Civilization.

By the close of this early era, the peoples of Eurasia had transformed their environments through agriculture, domestication, and invention. Their villages grew into cities; their chiefs became rulers; and their need for resources and power fueled new ideas of trade, warfare, and expansion. Across the Atlantic, the peoples of the Americas continued to live closely tied to the rhythms of the land and the cycles of nature. These contrasting paths were not a matter of intelligence or ambition, but of opportunity shaped by geography, climate, and available resources.

The developments in Eurasia laid the groundwork for the rise of great civilizations, Mesopotamian, Greek, and Roman, whose innovations in governance, technology, and conquest would ultimately send their descendants searching across the oceans. Understanding how these empires emerged and what drove them forward is key to understanding how their ambitions eventually reached the shores of what we now call Canada.

 

 


CHAPTER 2

EVOLUTION OF THE GREAT EUROPEAN CULTURES

(2,700 BC – 500 AD)

 

By the dawn of 2,700 BC, Europe had begun a long transformation that would shape the future of the world. Small farming villages had grown into organized communities with leaders, artisans, and emerging trade routes. The advantages established in the previous era (abundant domesticable animals, productive farmlands, and increasingly sophisticated tools), now gave rise to societies that sought not merely survival, but advancement and influence. Over the next three thousand years, Europe became home to a series of powerful cultures whose innovations in governance, warfare, engineering, and philosophy would leave an enduring legacy.

This chapter explores the rise of the Minoans, the Mycenaeans, the Greeks, and the Romans: four civilizations that built upon each other’s achievements and collectively laid the foundations of Western civilization. Their development of written law, organized armies, maritime trade, philosophy, and imperial administration created systems far more complex than those found in other parts of the world at the time. These advancements did not occur in isolation. They emerged from competition, necessity, and the continual exchange of ideas across the Mediterranean and beyond. 

Understanding these early European cultures is essential to understanding Canada’s story. The nations that later explored, colonized, and settled the Americas inherited their laws, religions, technologies, and political philosophies from these ancient societies. Europe’s long tradition of expansion across the Mediterranean, then across nearby regions, and eventually across entire oceans began with the ambitions of the civilizations described in this chapter. The forces that shaped ancient Europe ultimately shaped the explorers, settlers, and governments that would define the future Canadian nation. 

What follows is the story of how early European cultures evolved from traders to warriors, from city-states to empires, and how their transformations set in motion developments that would reach far beyond their own shores.

This was a transformative period for the European side of the Atlantic Ocean. At this stage of their development of cities and empires, the human desire for security, wealth, as well as the lust for power, accelerated. This time-period helped to shape the aggressive power of the Empire state if it was not there before. Each Empire became bigger and stronger, as new developments supported their ambitions. The selfish, materialistic side of humanity reigned. To some extent, this is part of our ancestors’ legacy.

With their domestication of wild animals like the horse (see previous chapter), cows, oxen, goat, sheep, pigs, chicken, etc., humans were able to propel themselves to a larger agricultural output, allowing for expansion of activities like preparing and engaging in war with their neighbours, increasing the size of their buildings, which in turn allowed for bigger cities to be made. Europe had about 0.5 million people in 10000 BC, compared to 29 million at around 1000 BC. (As a comparison, North America population went from 0.04 million around 10000 BC, to 0.6 million in 1000 BC.

As humans went from stone age to bronze age, and then to steel, the need for raw materials expanded. Not all these raw materials could be acquired within their own borders, so there were two options; either trade for them or take over the lands and make the resources your own. Although trading and merchants were an important activity throughout history, many so called “great” societies decided it was in their best interest to own and control everything. This led to the development of great empires, the Greeks under Alexander the Great, and the Romans, to name just a few.

Cities became larger, food supplies were more abundant, and as the increase of specialty services (barbers, shoe menders, food merchants, etc.) became more prevalent, bartering was not adequate to manage this type of trade with so many people. There were only so many apples that the barber could use, so they needed a different sort of exchange. This drove the development of money, which could be used to exchange with anyone.

The raw materials were sometimes very far away, in other lands, so they devised boats that were large enough that could transport the raw materials back to their homeland. These innovations were then applied to warfare. The horses were travelling faster than other armies could, then the chariots were used to make it easier for an archer to let loose arrows from a moving horse and chariot. Bronze, then eventually steel, was used to perfect and strengthen the sword for war, to make their war efforts more successful against an enemy that perhaps had not yet developed this technology.

In those days, the best and quickest way of getting significantly more wealth, was to steal it from someone else.

To manage these far-off lands, laws were developed and made consistent. To ensure everyone understood the new rules, they were usually put in writing so that those now “in charge” could apply them. 

Religion was a useful tool as well. According to author Yuval Noah Harari, the author of Sapiens, religion was useful to a ruler when the priests convinced their masses that the king had the blessing of God. They could be controlled by more than just fear of the sword.

This was the time-period that quickened the pace of change from prehistoric times (although still far from what it is today, it was still significant). The agricultural inventions in combination with brute strength brought by the domesticated animals (oxen, cows, etc.) facilitated man’s march to increased populations, and other inventions evolved. Kings and armies required better tools to defeat their enemies. The political systems put in place, supported by the religious leaders that validated these leaders as supported by god, were able to take the opportunity of these new tools to dominate their populations. It was this combination of events put together over time, which allowed the Europeans to later dominate everyone they came across.

In comparison, those cultures in the Americas did not have domesticated animals that could replace the labour of man. This limited their agricultural output to prime land usage only and could not sustain the same amount of population. This, with the lesser amount of time that they were in their new area, were the main reasons that they were still mainly in hunter gatherer lifestyles when they were discovered by the Europeans.

      

 

The Minoans (2700-1500 BC)

The Minoans were the first well known literate civilization in Europe, and developed on the Isle of Crete, out of the Greek Islands. Their influence came largely from the Mesopotamians in Persia and the Egyptian cultures.

[image: Image]They advanced their civilization through trading with others overseas and were not thought to be a warring culture. They were known for their large and elaborate palaces, with elaborate plumbing systems. The Minoans used technologies such as wells, cisterns, and aqueducts to manage their water supplies. Based on archeological evidence, they were thought to be large trading partners with the Egyptians.

The written language of the Minoans is thought to have been used largely as an accounting tool, to keep track of various inventories.

Yet while Minoan society flourished through trade, art, and maritime influence, new powers were forming on the Greek mainland. These emerging peoples watched the achievements of the Minoans closely, adopting their skills. As the Minoans weakened, these mainland warriors stepped into the vacuum, ready to build an even more ambitious culture.


The Myceneans (1600-1100 BC)

The Myceneans inherited much from the Minoans (writing systems, architectural ideas, and trade networks) but added their own hallmark: military strength. This shift from artistic coastal traders to fortified warrior-kings marks the first major turning point in European cultural development.

The Myceneans conquered the Minoans. They were dominated and led by a warrior aristocracy who advanced through conquest.

They introduced several innovations in the field of engineering, architecture, and military infrastructure. Some examples of these innovations include:


	- Harbour construction, to accommodate large Bronze Age era vessels.

	- A network of roads, to allow for speedy deployment of troops.

	- Aqueducts, bridges, dams



The Myceneans borrowed the Linear A script from the Minoans, and developed a new script, which is believed to be the first written records of the early Greek Language.

The Mycenean civilization perished around 1100 BC. Causes are not known for sure, but some historians offer up causes such as a Dorian invasion (Greeks from the north), or volcano eruptions, or possibly earthquakes. 

This event triggers what is thought of as a mini–Greek Dark Ages, starting around 1100 BC to about 800 BC, where it seems literacy was lost and the Mycenean script was forgotten. Many structures were destroyed, thought to be environmental damage due to volcano or quakes.

With the decline of the Mycenean palace states around 1100 BC, Greece entered centuries of hardship. Yet from this period of instability came reinvention. The collapse forced scattered communities to reorganize, leading to the birth of new political ideas and the rise of the city-state.

 

Ancient Greece (800 BC – 146 BC)

From the ashes of the earlier warrior kingdoms arose the Greeks – a people whose innovations in governance, philosophy, and commerce reshaped not only Europe, but much of the world. Their emphasis on citizenship, debate, and maritime trade laid the groundwork for Western civilization.

In the 8th century BC, Greece began to emerge from the dark that followed the fall of the Mycenean civilization. The Greeks at this time adopted the Phoenician alphabet, and modified it to create the Greek alphabet, and introduced vowel sounds. This new alphabet sound soon spread throughout the Mediterranean. This development of writing in one’s own language was unique and transforming. Now, knowledge could be recorded and shared with others. Knowledge could be built upon, and serious research could be accomplished and progress made.

I believe that cultures that came before this, also had significant thinkers and doers. Just look at the inventions of mass agriculture, the benefits of animal domestication and use in agriculture to increase outputs, the development of the wheel. This shows enormous capability to think and invent new things. I am sure that these same cultures also thought about the stars, and how far the moon was, and perhaps that the earth was round. I believe that the difference between the Greeks, and all the earlier cultures, was the capability of writing things down so that they could be read. The pace of this knowledge growth was much slower before the Greeks as they were not written down, and there is absolutely no evidence that they thought or did much of anything. However, when you look at the accomplishments of the Minoans or Myceneans, their many architectural and engineering projects attest to great thinking societies. It is a shame that none of their written works, to enable those projects, survived the years. It is possible they survived long enough to help the Greeks, but this is not known for certain. 

Humans had organized themselves in large numbers, and they had to devise ways to manage such large quantities of people. They created “make believe” groups, which divided people into manageable groups (slaves, peasants, farmers, merchants, nobles, royalty). This was largely to allow the leaders and the rich to continue to enjoy privileges and power, while the lower status suffered from discrimination and oppression. Here, religion and the elite joined hands to “manage” the general population, by supporting the elites in justifying their rule by the gods themselves.

The Greek Islands were organized around city states, of which the most famous are Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Thebes, and Syracuse, though there were others. Because of its geography, islands, valleys, and plains were mostly cut off from its neighbours by sea, or mountain ranges. This geography led to many small self-governing communities, and they were constantly at war with each other. Sometimes these city states would form alliances to fend off any external and foreign invasion attempts, but once the threats were dealt with, they started to fight amongst themselves again.

Athens was the most powerful and developed city, and from here arose the most notable philosophers and thinkers such as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Eratosthenes.

Socrates (b470 – d399 BC) is credited with being one of the founders of Western philosophy. Although Socrates never did write down his teachings, his students (Plato being one of many) recorded his thoughts and teachings. He was credited with shifting the philosophical study of nature, to that of humans and human nature.

Plato (b428 – d348 BC), philosopher, had strong writings in mathematics and science.

Aristotle (b384 – d322 BC) may be one of the most influential people who ever lived. He contributed to all fields of study, and the Muslim philosophers and thinkers of the east called him “First Teacher.” His works were heavily transcribed by Christian scribes that saved his works. Aristotle was a teacher to Alexander the Great when he was 13 to 16 years old. 

Eratosthenes (b276 – d194 BC) was a Greek mathematician, geographer, poet, astronomer, and music theorist. He is best known for calculating the circumference of the earth. He did this by comparing altitudes of the mid-day sun at two separate points with a known distance in the direction of North and South. He is also described as the father of Geography. He took his knowledge of the earth’s shape and size and applied it to his maps of known locations.

[image: Image]Greek influence reached its high point under the expanding empire of Alexander the Great (b356 – d323 BC), who was one of the most famous rulers in history. His father, Philip II, was the leader to finally unify all the warring city states into one Empire of Greece. Alexander the Great’s reign was short (only 10 years, 333 – 323BC), but he leaves a lasting legacy. 

 

Alexander’s vision was to unify all of the known world under Greek rule. He took the many discoveries and knowledge of the Greeks and created a synergy with all of the races





The Roman Period (753 BC – 476 AD)




Regal (753 – 509 BC)





Roman Republic (509 – 27 BC)







Roman Empire (27 BC – 395 AD)












Roman Western Empire (395 – 480 AD)
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