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Jesus said the grave would not prevail against His
church. Do you know where that church is today?

Are you sure? Are you willing to be a real “doer”
Christian and not simply a hearer? Can you handle the truth about
the true Christian church?

Could a small and maligned group best represent the
true Christian church today?

Would you be willing to “contend earnestly for the
faith once for all delivered to the saints” or would you prefer a
counterfeit? Should you rely on your emotions or the word of God to
decide?

Will you really believe the criteria of the Bible?
Do you know which proofs, signs, and clues identify the true
and Continuing Church of God?
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​ 1. Which Church Would Continue?

Thousands of Churches and Billions of People

There are thousands of groups with major doctrinal
differences that claim to be part of Christ's church. Many of them
are seriously talking about ecumenical unity. Two billion people
are believed to be part of those churches. Is a massive church the
true Christian church?

One fact, astounding, but true, is that although most
people seem to assume that all claimed Christian churches get their
beliefs and doctrines from the Bible, the reality is that nearly
all the churches that claim to be Christian often rely on
non-biblical and pagan traditions for their beliefs!

Almost none will teach the full truths from the Bible
as that often goes against their comforting traditions, culture,
and/or society.

Can you really identify the true Christian church?
Would you accept the truth, even if it went against traditions and
outside influences?

Are there easy proofs to help you eliminate false
churches? If you are willing to open your mind and heart to
discover these proofs, signs, and clues, the answer will be
revealed and you will understand WHY it is critical to know where
the true Christian church is today and why we must have the zeal to
act at this point in God’s plan.

Discover what the Bible teaches and find out for
yourself. Welcome to your journey to the true Church of God.

Jesus Taught That His Church Would Continue

Jesus taught that His church would continue until the
end of this age:

18... I will build My church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:18, New King James
Version throughout unless otherwise noted)

18… I will build my church, and the gates of the
netherworld shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:18, New
American Bible, put out by the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops)

18 "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age." (Matthew 28:18-20)

Neither death (Hades/the netherworld) nor time (the
end of this age) will prevail against the true Christian church.
Jesus’ teachings prove that there must be a group (or multiple
groups) that constitutes the true church throughout the entire
church age. This church would teach all that Jesus commanded
(Matthew 28:19-20) to those whom the Father would call (John 6:44)
throughout the entire world.

Jesus also taught about the history of the true
Christian church, in advance. He did this in the messages He gave
to the churches in the 2nd and 3rd chapters of the Book of
Revelation.

If the Bible, religious writings, and secular history
can show what the early apostolic and faithful post-apostolic
church believed, the only real candidates for that true church,
throughout the church age, would be those who kept those same
teachings and practices (cf. Jude 3).

Since the church age has not ended, as Jesus has not
yet returned, the true church must exist. But where?

Despite the fact that there have been many apostates
from the faith, there are really only two possibilities for
Christ’s true church in the 21st century: it is either a highly
Greco-Roman influenced group of one or more churches, or it is a
church or group of churches from some other, more truly apostolic
and biblical, source (cf. Revelation 2, 3, & 17).

For those of us who believe the Bible, there are no
other options. The only real candidate(s) for the true church would
be one or more groups who still have the same teachings and
practices today as the early apostolic church actually had.

The Bible Teaches to Prove All Things

Many do not carefully consider what church they
attend. Many believe the claims of the ecumenical and interfaith
crowds that all faiths lead to the same place. Yet, Jesus taught
that broad approach (the “easy way”) was the way to destruction and
only a few seekers would find the straight and narrow way in this
age (Matthew 7:13-14, KJV).

Should you bother to prove whether or not your church
is a true Christian one?

Most people accept whatever the dominant religion
their family or local culture accept. Some, however, will make
changes in their lifetime. Some changes are based upon emotion,
some for convenience, and some on doctrine. Some pick a church
where they feel the most comfortable. Others pick one based upon
its proximity, youth and/or other social programs, or because
somehow it could advance a career.

What should you do?

The Apostle Paul wrote (according to Protestant and
Catholic accepted translations of the New Testament):

21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
(1 Thessalonians 5:21, KJV)

21 But prove all things; hold fast that which is
good. (1 Thessalonians 5:21, Douay-Rheims Bible—DRB)

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (Romans 12:2,
NKJV)

2 And be not conformed to this world; but be
reformed in the newness of your mind, that you may prove what is
the good, and the acceptable, and the perfect will of God. (Romans
12:2, DRB)

Have you proved where the true Christian church is
today? If you think you may have, have you really used the criteria
that the Bible uses?

When Did the Church Start?

To get a better idea of where the church is today, it
would be a good idea to see where it began. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus
said He would build His church “on this rock” (meaning Himself,
Acts 4:10-11; 1 Corinthians 10:4) and would send the Holy Spirit
(John 16:7; cf. John 14:26). When did this begin?

It began fifty-days after He was resurrected.

The Christian church began on the Day of Pentecost c.
31 A.D., which is when the Holy Spirit was sent. Notice the
following from the second chapter of the Book of Acts about how the
Church of God started:

1 When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they
were all with one accord in one place… 4 And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1,4)

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised
his voice and said to them,

14 "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let
this be known to you, and heed my words...22 "Men of Israel, hear
these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your
midst, as you yourselves also know — 23 Him, being delivered by the
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by
lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised
up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible
that He should be held by it...

36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know
assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Christ."

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and
brethren, what shall we do?"

38 Then Peter said to them,

"Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you
and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the
Lord our God will call."

40 And with many other words he testified and
exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." 41
Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day
about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread, and in prayers...47 praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved. (Acts 2:14, 22-24, 36-42, 47)

God was adding to the church daily. Notice those in
it were to repent and be baptized. Thus, only those who could do
both were added to the true Christian church. Notice that the
faithful continued in the apostles’ doctrine. These clues can help
you understand the difference between the true church and those
that merely claim to be Christ's church.

What is the Church?

The New Testament word translated as “church” comes
from the Greek term transliterated as “ekklesia,” meaning “a called
out assembly.” The Bible also teaches that the church represents
Christ's body:

18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things
He may have the preeminence. 24... Christ, for the sake of His
body, which is the church (Colossians 1:18, 24)

So, in our quest for the true church, we are looking
for a body of faithful believers that have continued with the faith
and teachings of Jesus and His original apostles. The church is a
“spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5), and is not limited to one physical
organization or corporation throughout history.

What is a True Christian?

A true Christian is one who has accepted the call to
Jesus, properly repented, been baptized, and actually received
God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Of course, many who are not true
Christians claim that.

Notice also that the Apostle Paul wrote that a
Christian has the Spirit of God dwelling within them and that they
will lead a different type of life than those who do not:

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you,
the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells
in you.

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors — not to the
flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according
to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. (Romans 8:9-14)

Those who do not really have the Spirit of God are
none of His.

Christians are to love and show love, but not be
spotted by the world:

27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and
to keep oneself unspotted from the world. (James 1:27)

The Apostle Peter wrote:

17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this
beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness,
being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be
the glory both now and forever. Amen. (2 Peter 3:17-18)

Changing one's life through spiritual growth is an
important part of being a real Christian. Also, true Christians
realize that the true faith has been “spoken against everywhere”
(Acts 28:22), its leaders have been subject to denouncement from
other religious ‘authorities’ because of their teachings and
education (Acts 4:1-21;6:9-14), and that real Christians themselves
will be subject to persecution (John 15:20).

The late Church of God evangelist Dibar Apartian
wrote:

It Takes Courage to Be a True Christian!

The prophets of old were men of courage. When God
told Joshua to begin the battle to enter the promised land, He
commanded, "Be

strong and of a good courage" (Josh. 1:6) . . .

The apostles were also men of courage, particularly
after they received God's Holy Spirit. It wasn't easy for them to
preach the Gospel amid continuous threats and persecutions. They
had to choose between obeying God and obeying man — between
entering the large gate and the narrow one. They were told by the
authorities, "We strictly charged you not to teach in this name,
yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you
intend to bring this man's blood upon us" (Acts 5:28, RSV). The
answer Peter and the other apostles gave was one of faith and
courage: "We ought to obey God rather than men" (verse 29).

Do you realize that someday you may have to give the
same answer to those who persecute you?

Hebrews 11 is generally known as the faith chapter.
And talk about faith it does. All of the people mentioned therein
lived by faith, but that required much courage. (Good News,
January, 1981)

The true Christian church has existed since Pentecost
in Acts 2, as Jesus said it would (Matthew 16:18; Revelation 2
& 3).

Yet, simply finding the true Christian church is not
enough. One also needs to personally be a true Christian:

22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves. (James 1:22)

33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. (Matthew
6:33)

True Christians have God’s spirit, practice their
faith, are courageous, and long for the kingdom of God. (More about
living as a true Christian in
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Jesus said that His Church would continue.
(Matthew 16:18)
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