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Soon, humans will expand our world's knowledge by sending humans to Mars. In recent years, scientists and engineers have made great strides with technical issues, such as rockets, power systems, water, and oxygen recycling. The time is quickly approaching when humans will be ready to go. 

In addition to the significant risk of death, the astronauts will make extreme personal sacrifices, even if they return alive. They will be separated from their family and loved ones for years. No hugs, no kisses, and no ...sex. At least from the ones on Earth. 

Early explorers, whether on land or sea, were typically all males. Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue with an all-male crew. NASA even used all-male teams when first exploring the Moon. Modern society no longer has the gender roles of old, and an all-male exploration would not be acceptable today. Today, men and women are expected to be equal partners in all aspects of life. The new explorers, male and female, must share equally the risks and rewards of exploration, but how will this occur? 

This journey could be several years long. They would travel through space in a cramped, confined capsule, working with members of the opposite sex. Their other crewmembers will be the only humans they will have direct contact with. Even if innocent at first, will they not explore potential relationships with others? Would crewmembers of the opposite gender be allowed to socialize, or, for that matter, could it be stopped? If the astronauts were married or in close relationships, it would be highly probable that the mission would destroy their relationship with loved ones on Earth.

And what of the spouse back on Earth? They, too, would have ample opportunity to wander and explore potential new relationships. 

NASA and government officials ignore or may not want to face the significant sociological difference between sending three men on a short ten-day trip to the Moon and sending both men and women to Mars for a multiyear voyage. This book explores the human side of a journey to Mars, its sexual implications, and its consequences.

If you think joining the Mile-High club would be a wild ride. 

It is nothing compared to joining... The Mars Club.
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Mars Spaceship Overview

The year is 2037, and finally, humans are going to Mars after many false starts. Multiple robotic missions were sent to Mars to gather data and study the planet. There had been the usual public and political haggling over cost and safety. Many argued for the continued use of robotic missions, but they were losing that debate as more and more people felt the time had come to send humans.  

Many wanted an international effort, and initially, that was the track most nations took. However, getting the international community to agree on funding, who designed what, who made what, astronaut selection, crew size, and even the colors of the equipment was a huge issue.  These disagreements made for a never-ending debate. 

Crew size was a significant obstacle. At one time, over 30 countries were participating. All demanded that at least one astronaut be selected from their nation as a crew member, or else they would pull out. America and other leading nations determined that the optimum size was ten or fewer.  As a result, many smaller countries dropped out, knowing they would not be selected to fill an available crew position. 

Middle Eastern nations also had severe problems with a potential crew makeup that would include females and members of religious groups they opposed. They pulled out and started an effort of their own. 

The Chinese were next to pull out. They argued that they did not have adequate representation. At the same time, most nations complained that China was not contributing sufficient resources. Because of everyone's inability to agree, they also pulled out and started an effort of their own. Many Chinese citizens and leaders had argued about going alone for some time due to a strong sense of nationalism and pride. 

The rest of the nations continued to bicker. Eventually, the U.S. elected its first Jewish President, Elena Nadler. She had always supported an international effort, but the idea of a Communist state or an anti-Semitic consortium being the first to land humans on Mars bothered her deeply. Seeing the remaining nations mired hopelessly in fighting, Elena decided the U.S. should fund and do the Mars exploration alone. However, Elena was a typical politician. If polling data showed falling support from a vital interest group, she would change direction in a heartbeat. But for the moment, she made sure NASA had sufficient funding. 

Due to years of research and development, design and construction went quickly. The assembly of the first Mars spacecraft, named 'Mars-1' or simply M1 had already started at Space Station-V. 

The recently completed aluminum mining and processing facility on the Moon, at Moon Base-V, was a significant driver for the new effort.  The moon base processed aluminum oxide ores found on the moon nearby.  It separated the oxygen from the aluminum to produce pure aluminum metal and pure oxygen.  Oxygen could be used for breathing and as an oxidizer for rockets.  The aluminum was extruded and rolled into beams and sheets to build the heavy structural parts of the spacecraft. This minimized the heavier materials that needed to be sent from Earth.

Nevertheless, it was still a significant effort. In addition to the aluminum and oxygen supplied by the moon mining and processing facility, thirty-two launches of the giant Hercules rocket would be required to transport the components of the Mars spacecraft to Low-Earth orbit for assembly. 

The spacecraft design was very redundant.  This gave NASA and the crew plenty of options if a malfunction or other disastrous situation were to occur. M1 was to have eight crew members housed in two nearly identical halves, logically named M1a and M1b. Each half had a crew module with quarters for that half of the team. In an emergency, all could return to Earth in one module if needed, provided all dirt and rock samples were left behind. 

Each half of M1 had its rocket boosters, living, command, hydroponic, and storage modules, plus a Martian lander. The hydrophobic modules enable the crews to grow much of the food they need. The storage modules contained tools, replacement parts, and supplies the crew could not make their selves. The Martian landers had rockets for both descent and return to orbit. They each also carry down a rover and the necessary tools, food, and supplies to explore the Martian surface. When connected, crew members could move between the two M1 halves and transfer supplies as required. 

The design and operation of the hydroponic modules was one area with significant technical advances in recent years.  The hydroponic modules were used to grow plants, primarily vegetables that could be eaten.  The plants provided food, captured the crew's carbon dioxide, and converted it into oxygen. Hundreds of the modules were now operating at the lunar and orbiting space stations. 

Two landings were to take place at the same time. All astronauts would go down to the surface, four in each a lander, leaving behind main rockets and two provision modules orbiting above Mars for the return trip. The chosen landing sites on the Martian surface were close enough so crews could use the rovers to reach each other's landing sites. As with the orbiting units, a single lander could lift all eight astronauts off the surface, dock with the orbiters, and provide modules. However, this would require all rock samples to be left behind to reduce weight for all eight explorers. 

Also, in the case of an extreme emergency, either one or both provision modules intended for the return trip could be remotely sent down to the surface with their supplies. Provision modules carried enough supplies to support four astronauts for approximately ten months, possibly longer with rationing. The thinking was that if the astronauts became stranded on the surface for some unforeseen reason, NASA could send the modules to the surface. They did not have booster rockets to return the astronauts to Mars orbit. Still, the supplies would be sufficient to sustain the astronauts until a rescue mission from Earth arrived. 

NASA felt they had all potential issues covered and many options if a problem arose.

The planned Mars mission would require almost two years to complete. One year and ten months, to be exact. It would need nine months to get there, allowing for four months of exploration on the surface and nine more to return.  

The eight crew members would consist of two Flight Commanders, two Systems Engineers, two Physicians, one Archeologist, and a Biologist. One Commander, an Engineer, and a Physician would be assigned to each crew module. An archeologist would be assigned to one of the modules, and a biologist would be assigned to the other.  The Archeologist was to study rock formations and collect samples.  The Biologist would run experiments on growing plants in space and on Mars.  The Systems Engineers were trained in all aspects of the M1's various systems. Physicians were to have a full breadth of medical knowledge. However, M1’s limited medical equipment and supplies would be an issue. Only so much equipment and supplies could be carried for just-in-case scenarios. One of the Flight Commanders would be designated as the Lead Commander. All crew members would have some cross-trained in the other crew members' disciplines.  

During the flight between the planets, the M1 halves would be connected, enabling crew members to access both halves of the spacecraft.  Only on the Mars landing portion were the crews separated.  Even then, their landing sites were close by, giving them some access to the other landing sites. 

The public debate on the cost, funding, safety, and general need for the flight continued. Many continued to push for the robotic exploration of the red planet. Modern robots could perform the same tasks at a much lower cost and without risks. The consensus, however, was that there had been enough robotic exploration, and it was time for humans to go. 

To further reduce risk, a second duplicate Mars spacecraft, the M2, was also to be built simultaneously in case a rescue mission was needed. The cost was justified because if M1 was successful, M2 could make the trip soon after M1 returned. 

Much of the debate also centered on the makeup of the crew. Modern society demands that we include both genders. Most wanted it comprised of an equal number of males and females. However, a few religious groups and traditionalists wanted all-male teams. 

Doctor Smith, the former head of the Space Agency's psychology department, was also a leading advocate for robotic exploration. She felt that a mission to Mars would be too long to predict the physical and psychological effects on humans.  Doctor Smith argued that if humans were sent, it should be a single-gender crew, either all-male or all-female. She contended that sending both male and female crewmembers on such an extended mission was a recipe for disaster.

It wasn't that Doctor Smith was prudish or anti-sex. Far from it, she empathized with those with nonstandard sexual identities and habits. She felt that society should try to understand better and accommodate them. However, her issue was that spaceflight posed serious safety hazards, and it was no place for political correctness or the complications romantic encounters could create, maybe for future missions, but not on the first. For this reason, she even had an issue with gay and lesbian crew members.  

The young Doctor Smith had worked in the space agency's human relations department and had quickly established herself as a leading human relations psychologist. When she was a young intern, NASA had several disasters and near disasters, with both men and women involved in spaceflight. It was only a short time before she was appointed head of the department.

In one instance, a male astronaut thought he was having an exclusive romantic relationship with one of the female astronauts.  When he caught her engaging in sex with another crew member, he attacked them both. A hole was punctured in the outer wall of the lab, causing a loss of air and jeopardizing the entire lab. The other crew members were able to subdue him and make an emergency repair to the lab wall in the nick of time. However, his girlfriend, or should we say, ex-girlfriend and her lover, were seriously injured. Due to their injuries, loss of blood, and inability to receive proper immediate medical care, both died before being able to be returned to Earth. The space station was also almost destroyed. Everyone would have perished if the other crew members had not acted quickly. 

A second instance occurred after a female astronaut discovered her husband was having an affair. She commandeered a shuttle that had recently docked with the space station to provide supplies. She had a pilot's license for jet aircraft and was an excellent research scientist but lacked the training to pilot a space shuttle. She died when she tried to make too steep of reentry, and the shuttle broke up, re-entering the atmosphere. 

As a new intern, Doctor Smith had previously identified the astronauts involved before the mishaps as unsuitable. Unfortunately, senior supervisors overruled her. Doctor Smith was soon promoted to a management position. After this, she averted several potential disasters, such as the incident at Moon Base-2, by identifying a love triangle in its early stages. Those involved were returned to Earth before it got out of hand.  

Unfortunately for NASA, she had recently left NASA. She was now working for a local University, where she did research and taught human sexual behavior. Her research primarily focused on those who engage in frequent casual sex or sexual fetishes.  

Jason Firestone, the current Director of NASA, felt that NASA had suffered an indispensable loss when Doctor Smith left. Therefore, Jason hired the Doctor as a contractor and an independent consultant. Jason referred to her frequently, and the Mars mission was one occasion where he felt they needed her input.
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Hummingbird

“Hello, Mary. Have a seat and make yourself comfortable,” Doctor Smith said as she motioned her to an overly stuffed chair.”

“As I explained in our phone interview, Mary, I am studying women with unusually high sexual partners. And I want to thank you for volunteering to be a subject for my research. The average female only has five to six sex partners in their lifetime. You’re in a group that raises the average. My study is intended to understand more about women such as you.”

“So, I’m an overachiever, and please, call me Hummingbird. My friends all call me Hummingbird.”

“That’s an unusual name. Why do you go by that?” 

“As you know, my husband and I are into the swinger’s lifestyle. I got the name at a party in England, where Steve and I are initially from. The guys there sometimes called a girl a bird. 
That’s where the last part of the name comes from.” 
“Well, this bird loves to suck cock. Cocks come in all shapes, sizes, and colors, and I can’t get enough of them. I begin by licking the underside while I inspect the dick to get it hard, paying special attention to the crown. Then I put the man’s whole member into my mouth.  I especially love it when I feel his cock start to pulse. I know that at any moment, his hot jizz will be flooding my mouth.”

“One time, at a party in England, I was blindfolded and giving a group of five boys head. They were all in a row waiting, jacking their cocks in anticipation as they waited their turn. When the guy came, I’d gobble up his spunk enthusiastically. I guess I make humming sounds when I suck them dry. They said I was a real hummingbird.” 

“I always felt Mary was such an old lady’s name, so I’ve gone by Hummingbird since.” 

“Do you like to be blindfolded when you have sex?” 

“Oh, yes. I can think of several reasons.” 

“When you cannot see, you must rely on your other senses. Your senses of smell, taste, sound, and touch, especially touch, are all heightened.” 

“Being blindfolded is like going on a new sexual adventure.”

“I remember when my husband, Steve, and I were partying at the Orange Blossom Nudist resort outside of Orlando with two other couples from our group. The six of us go there frequently. What better place to party than a nudist resort? First, you lounge around their pool naked during the day. In the evening, they’ve got a naked nightclub, complete with a band that plays in the nude, where you dance with other naked people. By the end of the night, you’re hot and horny. Afterward, the six of us would go back to our rooms fuck each other silly.”

“Frequently, we have orgies, use blindfolds, and some crazy sex toys. One time, we even snuck an Andrew’s Cross into the room. The establishment and most guests at the Orange Blossom may be nudists, but other than that, they are pretty strait-laced regarding sex. If they had caught us doing some of that stuff we did, they would have thrown us out of the resort.”

“One time, when the six of us were there, we girls were all checking out this well-hung guy with a hot wife. For us, it wasn’t anything more than looking. As I said, other than liking to be naked. Most of the guests at that resort are just as strait-laced as people with clothes on. Previously, we almost got thrown out of the resort when we asked another couple to join us in our room, so we didn’t think about it anymore.”

“Anyway, after we all got hot and horny dancing naked, we returned to our room to release our sexual energy. The guys all wanted to play a game of ‘whose-dick-is-it’? It’s a game where the girls are blindfolded. Then we are lined up on our hands and knees with our butts in the air. The guys take turns fucking us, and we’re supposed to guess whose dick it is.”

“I’m sure you can guess what happened next. One dick felt different and definitely bigger than any of the dicks the three guys in our group had.”

“Soon, the blindfolds came off, and we were formally introduced to the guy and his hot wife. The eight of us fucked all night long.”

“Being blindfolded while having sex isn’t the only thing I like to do when Steve and I party. We like sex in a lot of other ways as well.” 

“Well, Mary, sorry, Hummingbird, you seem to enjoy your sex. Unfortunately, we are running out of time for today. Can we meet again in about a month? I would like to hear about some of your other sexual experiences.” 

“I’d love to. Maybe Steve can plan some new adventure I can tell you about.”
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Chapter 3

Are You Fucking OK with THAT?

“Good to see you again, Doctor Smith,” Jason said as he motioned her into his office. “As you know, a mission to send astronauts to Mars may finally become a reality. Design and development are complete, and equipment construction is in process. We have one last political landmine to avoid, and that is who we select for the crew.”

“Because of all the false starts in the past, we have done a ton of research and testing. We pretty much know what we want. Much of the equipment is just modified stuff we use on our Moon bases. All we have to do is build it. President Nadler is now on board with our program, and she made it a priority to secure funding.”

“Things are moving fast. We should be ready to launch by the end of the year, and we need to start crew selection, of course. That’s why you’re here. This is a long mission, and I will rely heavily on your input. I hope you will come and work with us full-time. You could study the sexual problems of NASA astronauts instead of those weirdos you work with.”

“First off, I don’t consider them weird, just different. I find many of my subjects are more open and honest about their sexual desires than so-called normal people. I feel suppressing these desires is the problem with mixed genders in space as these desires can be unleashed with unpredictable consequences.” 

“Well, if I can’t convince you to come on board full-time, I’ll take whatever assistance I can get from you. Crew selection is our last hurdle and is full of political landmines. The gays want this, the women want that, and the men want something else. Religious groups will demand a say on who goes and sometimes who doesn’t. I want to select the most technically qualified. Still, reality says I must bow to some PC requirements to get this mission underway. I have been delaying the selection just because of these political dangers. Washington, DC, has invested a ton of money in the Mars program so far, and we are now to the point in the program that there is less of a chance that support will be pulled. However, suppose one of these groups starts to make a major fuss about some decision. They could still convince the President or Congress to stop funding and end the mission. Therefore, we still must be cautious.”

“I am sure you’re aware of the mission particulars: eight astronauts, nine months to Mars, four on the surface, and nine back.”

“Stop right there, Jason. I am going to have to give you my spiel one more time. NASA can’t keep sticking its head in the sand on sexual issues. NASA acts like little kids who don’t think their parents have sex. And why did NASA choose the ballistic capture method of sending astronauts to
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