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Chapter 1: The New Neighbour
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The sun dipped below the horizon, casting a warm, orange glow over the suburban neighbourhood as the streetlights flickered to life. Darren, a typical teenager nearing the end of high school, sat hunched over his plate at the dinner table, his eyes darting between his parents as they peppered him with questions about school.

"How was your day, honey?" his mom asked, her voice laced with the type of concern any normal mother would have.

"Fine," Darren mumbled, shovelling a forkful of mashed potatoes into his mouth.

"Did you turn in your English paper?" his dad inquired, glancing up from his own plate.

"Yeah," Darren replied, his tone flat and disinterested. These types of conversations were always repetitive; they never interested him at all.

The conversation continued like this for a few more minutes, with Darren's parents attempting to engage him in discussion about his classes, friends, and extracurricular activities, only to receive one-word answers and grunts in response. To his parents, this was a genuine attempt at communication with their son. But to Darren, these were the same mundane questions he had to answer every day of his life. Teenagers aren’t exactly known for their patience, after all.

Feeling suffocated by their attention and the weight of their expectations, Darren made a quick decision. He stood up, grabbing his plate and utensils, and announced, "I'm gonna eat in my room.”

His mother frowned, opening her mouth to protest, but his father placed a hand on her arm, silencing her. "Let him go, dear. He needs his space."

With a grateful nod, Darren turned and made his way up the stairs, the aroma of his half-eaten dinner wafting behind him. As he reached the landing, his mom called out, "Oh, looks like our new neighbour has finally moved in."

Darren barely paused, glancing out the window that overlooked the neighbouring house. Sure enough, a large moving truck was parked in the driveway, and several burly men were unloading boxes and furniture. He shrugged, not really caring about the new arrival, and continued down the hallway to his bedroom.

Once inside, Darren set his plate down on his cluttered desk, barely noticing as the food grew cold and congealed. He flopped onto his bed, reaching for his gaming console, and soon became lost in the immersive world of his favourite video game.

His mother made a couple of remarks about the new neighbours. She called out loudly to Darren, as if he’d be intrigued. She wondered who they could be, what they did for work; she even commented about what one lady looked like.

Darren didn’t know about any of it, and didn’t care. He didn’t care if it was one old lady or an entire family. It didn’t affect him or his life at all. In his mind, it never would.

But of course, he was wrong.
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Chapter 2: The Sighting
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On a sunny Saturday morning, Darren found himself roaming around the house, feeling restless and bored. He had just finished breakfast and was contemplating what to do with his day when something caught his eye through the living room window.

He had seen movement, so naturally he went closer to the window for a better look. He wanted to be sure of what he saw, after all. As he took his more thorough look, he could see much more clearly now. There she was.

In the neighbour's yard stood a strikingly beautiful woman, her long, dark hair cascading down her back as she bent over to tend to a flower bed. Darren's heart skipped a beat, and he couldn't help but stare, captivated by her beauty.

"Who the hell is that?" he muttered under his breath, his curiosity piqued.

His mother, who was sitting on the couch reading a book, glanced up and followed his gaze. "Oh, that's our new neighbour, Jeannine. I was telling you about her the other day," she replied casually, only glancing up from her book for a couple of moments. "I met her yesterday when I went over to welcome her to the neighbourhood. She seems lovely."

Darren, suddenly self-conscious about his blatant staring, tried to play it cool. "Huh, alright," he mumbled, feigning disinterest and hoping his mother wouldn't notice the slight flush that had crept onto his cheeks. Darren thought he played his cover up pretty well. Besides, mom was distracted by her
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