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Jesus Christ, the son of God was a prophet, a healer, a divine inspired teacher, and established the path for all His followers to reject this dark world full of the lies of Satan, and to enter into the kingdom of God instead.

In Romans 12:1-8, the apostle Paul of Tarsus wrote about how the authentic followers of Jesus Christ can continue here on earth His glorious ministry embodying His divine characteristics by using their talents received as gifts by our Father in heaven, to keep building, even in this dark world a new heaven and a new earth while waiting for His second return.

Some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors (Eph. 4:11-16), some could be teachers, some healers, some writers inspired by the Holy Spirit to unveil the hidden truths of the teachings of Jesus, and some others merciful servants of the neediest, but all of them should be walking by their own rightful merits alongside Jesus through their selfless service.

It is not enough to believe in Jesus, we must honour that belief through our selfless service to those who want to follow Him but are trapped by the darkness of this world. If you are a believer and do nothing for your redemption and others' atonement as well, your single belief is not going to get you too far toward the kingdom of God.

It came strongly to my attention that in Romans 12:1-2, Paul established the conditions that any true follower of Jesus must fulfill to become a useful builder of a new Heaven and a new Earth (Revelation 21). This new environment that will allow us to enter the kingdom of God that Jesus has prepared for us is not built with bricks and mortar. But it exists within our hearts: “I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect”(RSV2CE).

Three events according to Paul have to take place in us: a sacrifice through the offering of our bodies to God crucifying them metaphorically to make them a pure abode for the Holy Spirit, the renewal of our minds that comes with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the newly acquired capacity to hear the voice of Jesus within ourselves that will reveal the will of our Father in heaven about what type of work and activity we must offer to our world to be of service and utility to His plans, making this our mission in our lives from there on. 

This has been followed by all men and women who within the Christian tradition have found sainthood in this world.

[image: A person wearing a white and blue headdress

Description automatically generated]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The embodying of Christ
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“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, so that we might live through him”. 

1 John 4:9, RSV2CE

Jesus died so we could live, and now we must die to sin so Jesus can live in us.

Jesus embodied humanity through His sacrifice on the cross, presenting His body as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1), and for us to personify the resurrected Christ and work through Him in this world, we must present our purified bodies to God as a sacrifice. And our sacrifice will be the subjugating of our flesh - that is weak due to our fallen nature - and to be on watch through constant prayer and awareness against the lies and temptations that are always stalking us in this world, as Jesus commanded us in Matthew 26:41: “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”(RSV2CE).

If you love your neighbour and have compassion for the poor and needy, you are embodying Christ; you are manifesting His personality and living through Him. A clear example of this visible and tangible expression of Jesus’ compassion for the poor and indigent was the work of the Catholic saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta, and her Missionaries of Charity with the poorest of the poor throughout the world. She became a model of servanthood, following the example of Jesus through His actions in this world. A true Christ-like embodied practice in this world.

Jesus embodied God’s love by reaching out to people in need, noticing them, listening to them, and ultimately healing them. We are invited to live Jesus’ message of compassion where we are and with the people around us. The needs of God’s people are so great. Daily we hear stories of illness, unemployment, family struggles, political unrest, discrimination, poverty, war, and natural disasters. Certainly, we cannot act on each need. But if we use the gifts and abilities that God has given us to respond as best we can to the needs we see, then we live Jesus’ message of compassion. That is the Body of Christ at work in the world (Rev. Dr. Hollie Holt-Woehl, 2023. The Need Is So Great, but Small Acts Are Christ Embodied. faithlead.org) 

The beloved disciple of Jesus mentions that Jesus was and is the embodiment of the powerful Word of God and that through His incarnation into this world, the Word became flesh: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten Son from the Father” (John 1:1-5,14, RSV2CE).

The good news is that since we human beings have been created by God in His image (Genesis 1:27, RSVCE), we can also embody the word of Jesus -that is God’s word- here on this earth. Unfortunately, we are separated and existing without the spiritual heritage [His embodiment] that Jesus the new Adam brought us to this dark world through His incarnation, and we continue naturally embodying the fallen nature that we received from the fall of Adam and Eve.

To progress in the path towards our embodiment of Christ on this earth, we must strive to be as sinless as humanly possible, as the catholic saints that have given us the testimony of their gradual embodiment of our saviour, that led them to leave a tangible and visible example of their contributions to the building of a new heaven and a new earth, during their lives.
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The renewal of your mind
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“To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; so that we may no longer be children, tossed back and forth and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles”

Ephesians 4:12-14, RSV2CE.

If we want to be transformed by the renewal of our minds as the apostle Paul intends, that is, to be able to hear the voice of Jesus through the Holy Spirit within our hearts, the first thing we need to do is to stop sinning. If we don’t, we will continue to hear the lies of Satan through our minds.

If we don’t become holy, we won’t be available for the holy spirit. 

There is an undeniable relationship between sins of intemperance and lack of intellectual prowess. This is why hedonism and overindulgence are actively promoted in our societies. This way our minds are controlled all the time by the lies of Satan in this world. 

‘Sin causes blindness and blindness causes sin. When we sin, we lose some measure of understanding, at least for a time. This blurred state of mind makes it easier to make another wrong decision’ (Grabbe, 2022, bibletools.org). 

In persistent sin, a person becomes futile while thinking and his mind is darkened.

Persistence in sin has damaging effects on the human faculties: the mind gradually darkens into intellectual blindness, and the heart gradually hardens and grows cold to the love and laws of God (Ephesians 4:17-18, RSV2CE). Also in Romans 8:7, the apostle Paul of Tarsus maintains that “the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law, indeed it cannot”(RSV2CE).

In these conditions, we won’t hear from God at all, and we will be keeping ourselves away from Christ.

‘Because God is never glorified by our sinful actions, we daily choose between His glory and our own. [This is why] we are to treat sin seriously and do whatever we can to root it out of our hearts and lives. In Jesus’s parable of The Return of the Unclean Spirit (Matthew 12:43-45), we learn that only ridding ourselves of what is impure and wrong is not sufficient. That approach rarely yields lasting results that keep us from repeating old habits of subtle sin. The empty void left when our sin is cut out must be replaced with the treasure of Christ’ (Lisa Z. Dean, 2021. Sin and Decision-Making: How Subtle Sins Obscure Our Clarity. lisazdean.com).

To replace the empty void left when our sin is cut out inside of us, and to prevent the unclean spirits from returning to inhabit it, we must strive with all our might to imitate Christ's mind, which
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