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The first time Danny snuck out, I thought he was buying me a gift.

It was a Tuesday in March. I woke up a little after two and his side of the bed was cold. The covers were folded back neat, the way he does everything. I lay there and listened to the house. No TV. No light under the bathroom door. I was about to get up when I heard the garage motor, soft, and then his car in the driveway and his key in the lock. I shut my eyes and pretended to be asleep. When he climbed back in next to me he smelled like cold night air and something underneath it I couldn't name yet.

In the morning I asked if he'd gone out. He said he couldn't sleep, so he went for a drive. He looked right at me when he said it. Danny has a face that can't lie. Soft and open, the same face he'd had since the day I met him. So I believed him. I even smiled to myself later, because my birthday was three weeks off and I figured he'd been hiding a bag in the trunk.

My birthday came and went. There was no gift. He kept driving.

We've been married ten years. I met him a couple of years before that, both of us already grown, and I married him without ever really asking about the life he'd had before me. I know his body and the sounds he makes and the way he folds a towel into perfect thirds. I know he can't keep a thing from me. That was what I held onto those first couple of weeks. Danny can't lie to my face. I'd see it.

Then it stopped being once.

It turned into a schedule. Tuesdays and Thursdays, sometimes a Sunday, always after midnight, always home before three. I started waking up for it without meaning to. I'd feel the mattress shift, hear the covers fold back, hear the door. Then forty minutes of nothing. Then the garage again. And after the second week he started showering when he got home. Half past two in the morning, the pipes knocking in the wall, my husband scrubbing himself off in the dark before he would get back into our bed.

That was when something went tight in my stomach and stayed that way.

A wife knows. I didn't have proof. I didn't have a name. I just knew the shape of it. My husband got up two nights a week and drove off into the dark and came home and washed himself clean before he would lie down next to me.

So I did what any wife does. I thought: another woman.

And once I thought it I could not stop. I built her. I lay awake on those Tuesday nights and put her together piece by piece. Younger than me. Easier than me. Some girl from his office who laughed at his jokes and never asked him to take the trash out. I gave her a face. I gave her a body better than the one I had been watching get older in the mirror. By the third week she felt more real than I did.

I went looking for her. While he was in the shower I checked his phone, and there was nothing. Not one stray message. Not one number I didn't already know. That only made it worse. A man who keeps his phone that clean is a man who has learned to clean it. I went through the hamper like I'd lost my mind. I held his shirts up to my face and breathed them in. No perfume, no lipstick, no hotel card tucked in a pocket.

Just that smell, and the showers, and the cold half of the bed two nights a week.

Here is the part I am ashamed of. For three weeks I did nothing. I made his coffee every morning and packed his lunch and let him kiss me at the door, and the whole time the woman I had invented kept getting more real, and I let her. Being a wife who suspects is easier than being a wife who knows.

We had dinner like always. He sat across from me and asked about my day and I watched his honest face and tried to find the lie in it. It wasn't there, and that was what scared me. Whatever he was doing out in
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