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      To my mother Elizabeth (Betty) Falkiner.

      And to the ninety-six fans who lost their lives at Hillsborough on 15 April 1989. May truth and justice prevail.
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      Foreword

      I’m delighted to see a book like this paying homage to the influence the Irish have had on the entire history of a great club like Liverpool FC.
      

      Whether it is the great players from Ireland who have represented the club or the magnificent fans from all over the country
         who make their way across the Irish Sea for games at Anfield, the Irish have made a wonderful contribution to our club.
      

      But the connection between the city of Liverpool and the Irish runs much deeper than just the football.

      Anybody who knows the history of our city will understand the massive part played by the thousands of Irish immigrants who
         made Liverpool their home over the past couple of centuries.
      

      I don’t think I’m going too far when I say that without the Irish there would be no Liverpool, or certainly not the contemporary
         Liverpool that we see today.
      

      From the football side of things, Liverpool FC have been very fortunate to have had some magnificent Irish players over the
         years.
      

      The likes of Ronnie Whelan, John Aldridge, Steve Staunton and Ray Houghton gave great service to the club and the fans on
         the Kop always loved them.
      

      The great thing about the Irish players is that they know what it means to play for a club like Liverpool, they don’t have
         to be educated about the club or its history as they already know it.
      

      They have that in built grit, heart and passion that Liverpool fans always look for in their players.

      If there is one Irish player that sticks out in my mind above all the others it has to be Steve Heighway.

      Steve was a natural footballer and a brilliant winger; if he was playing the game today he would easily be worth £30 million and I would pay that just to have a player exactly like Steve in our team
         now.
      

      I can remember in the 1970s how we would be standing by the Kop wall shouting for Steve to get on the ball and stretch those
         long legs of his as he was a nightmare for defenders to deal with.
      

      If a game was really tight and not going Liverpool’s way, we could always depend on Steve to make a raking run down the wing
         to set up a goal or win us a penalty.
      

      It’s remarkable how much we took Steve Heighway for granted back then but it’s only when I look back now I appreciate what
         a brilliant player he really was.
      

      For over twenty years from the late 1970s through to the 1990s Liverpool had such a great conveyor belt of Irish talent coming
         through the ranks into the first team.
      

      It really annoys me that the club has lost that in recent years, even though I know there are still a lot of talented young
         footballers in Ireland.
      

      Friends who run schoolboy football clubs in Ireland tell me that there is a lot of talent there but that clubs like Liverpool
         don’t take a serious look anymore.
      

      That’s sad and it’s something we need to get back because of the great connection Irish people have with the club. I see it
         every week with all the fans who come over from Ireland for the games. They are so similar to Scousers in so many ways and,
         again, I think a lot of that harks back to our own Irish ancestry. Even in my own family, all my mother’s side were Fagans
         from County Tipperary and almost everyone in Liverpool that I know can trace some part of their family back to Ireland.
      

      Liverpool is a Celtic city and we love nothing better than to enjoy a bit of storytelling and singing songs, just like the
         Irish. I’ve been going to Liverpool games as a fan for forty years now and it’s remarkable to see how many more songs the
         Liverpool fans have compared to other teams. Fans from opposing teams always remark how amazed they are at the range of songs
         we have and I don’t think it’s any coincidence that we have such a strong Celtic heritage. Another aspect of the Scouse character
         that is so similar to the Irish is our humour. We share the same wit and ability to laugh at ourselves.
      
I recently brought my play One Night In Istanbul to Dublin, the first time it had featured outside the UK, and I was concerned that the audience might not understand the
         strong Scouse humour in it. To my surprise, the Irish audience were laughing at all the same things in the play that we in
         Liverpool also find funny.
      

      As Liverpool born and bred, I am so proud of my football club and its successful history but just as proud that so many people
         from outside our city in Ireland share the same passion and understanding of what the club is all about.
      

      Liverpool FC is all the better for all the great fans, players and coaches from Ireland who have given so much to the club.

      Long may it last.

      Nicky Allt






      Introduction

      I was born in Dublin in March 1977 and the only issue I’ve ever had with this is that I was far too young to recall a single second from Liverpool’s
         first European Cup triumph just two months later.
      

      Neither, unfortunately, do I have any first-hand memories of classy Scot Kenny Dalglish’s delightful Wembley chip that retained
         the trophy a year later.
      

      Given that my first real vivid football memory is Northern Ireland’s iconic 1–0 victory over the World Cup hosts Spain in
         1982, I can safely say that I also have no recollection of Liverpool’s third European Cup win in 1981.
      

      What being born in the year of 1977 did give me, however, was the opportunity to grow up through the golden decade for Irish
         players at Liverpool FC.
      

      Right from the very moment fellow Dubliner Ronnie Whelan curled a trademark beauty to win the 1983 Milk Cup final over Manchester
         Utd, while zany goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar was busy doing handstands across the Wembley pitch and legendary manager Bob Paisley
         got to climb the steps to collect the trophy, I have been hooked on the Reds of Liverpool.
      

      The fact that my chosen team mopped up a trophy or two of some sort almost every season throughout the 1980s meant it wasn’t
         exactly a chore being a Liverpool fan.
      

      It also helped that the team was littered with some of the best Irish players to have ever graced the game of football.

      Apart from midfielder Whelan, who for me was the best of them all, there was stout defender Mark Lawrenson – a player of tremendous
         ability and versatility – and young Waterford full-back Jim Beglin.
      

      Later in the decade came Jack Charlton’s ‘Boys in Green’ heroes John Aldridge, Ray Houghton and Steve Staunton.

      What was great about all of the Irish Liverpool players of the 1980s was not only that each of them was good, but they all
         had a certain character and spirit both on and off the pitch and a will to win, for both Ireland and Liverpool, that made you admire them even more.
      

      Because of the feats of these guys, it made so many proud to be Irish.

      Of course, the Irish link with Liverpool FC didn’t just start in the 1980s, it has its roots as far back as the very foundation
         of the club.
      

      The Reds’ first manager was County Monaghan man John McKenna and during a forty-year association with the Anfield club, McKenna
         put in train many of the iconic aspects of Liverpool FC which we still take for granted to this day.
      

      Perhaps the most popular ever Irishman to play for Liverpool was long-serving Belfast goalkeeper Elisha Scott, who manned
         the posts at Anfield for an incredible twenty-two years from 1912 to 1934.
      

      Such was Scott’s popularity that he was even afforded the honour of addressing the Liverpool crowd from the director’s box
         following his final game at Anfield – an honour very few players have experienced.
      

      However, the connection between the city of Liverpool and Ireland runs much deeper than just the football.

      Being a popular port city and within a hair’s-breadth of Dublin, Liverpool has naturally attracted tens of thousands of Irish
         emigrants over the past couple of centuries. At least a third of the population of the city lays claim to Irish ancestry and
         our similarities with the wit and character of Liverpool natives is well established.
      

      It is this familiarity between the people which makes each trip to Anfield for Irish fans ever more welcoming and Liverpool
         is often referred to by scousers as Ireland’s ‘real capital’.
      

      But there is even more to Liverpool FC which has made the club so appealing to so many Irish; it is the manner in which the
         club has conducted itself down through the years.
      

      The ‘Liverpool Way’ as it became known was an unwritten code of conduct that insisted on the players, management and fans
         remaining humble whenever victorious and gracious in defeat.
      

      Although admittedly lost a bit in recent years as the club has struggled to maintain its real identity in the fast-paced modern
         era of football, the ‘Liverpool Way’ has resonated so much on these shores.
      

      There are football fans in Ireland who scoff at the very notion of so many people from this country so fervently supporting
         an English team.
      
However, football by its very nature has been a global game from as far back as anybody can remember.

      The very first team to ever represent Liverpool FC way back in 1892 was almost exclusively Scottish and, let’s not forget,
         the many great Irish players who have graced Anfield with their presence in the Liverpool team.
      

      Considering the domestic and continental success of Liverpool FC over the past half century and the club’s global standing
         within the game, no country outside the UK has impacted on this success as much as the Irish.
      

      It is for this reason above all others that I am so proud to be an Irish Liverpool FC supporter.

      Keith Falkiner

      July 2010
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      Foundation of a Club

      
      In late 19th-century Britain, association football was fast becoming the game of the people.
      

      
      Where cricket had once stood as the nation’s overriding sporting passion, football began to take hold and revolutionise how
         the vast majority of working-class people enjoyed their sparse recreation time. It had grown from its origins as a diverse
         localised game in the 1850s to a much better organised association of clubs by the time the English FA Cup, the oldest football
         competition in the world, was first contested in 1872.
      

      
      Towns across the country, particularly in the northern county of Lancashire, were busy putting together well-developed clubs,
         which, just like in the modern game, only the best footballers were given the opportunity to represent. Even before the top
         clubs had stumbled on the idea of creating a competitive league competition in 1888, thousands of fans would gather for friendly
         games between teams from opposing towns and villages. Workers and labourers who had struggled for years to obtain a half-working
         day on Saturdays were now using their new spare time to indulge their new passion as fans of their local football team.
      

      
      
      And things were no different in the port city of Liverpool where, by 1888, thousands of excited dock workers made their way
         to the specially built stadium on the Anfield Road end of the impressive Stanley Park recreational area to cheer on their
         city’s team.
      

      
      ‘Anfield’, as the ground was simply known, was already playing host to some special football days as the proud locals gathered
         to watch their team battle it out for English Football League glory. Even at this early stage the Irish had made their presence
         felt at the club: the name Anfield derived from the old townland Annefield in New Ross, County Wexford. The name had been
         bestowed on this area of Stanley Park by famous Wexford shipbuilder Robert Samuel Graves who had moved from Annefield in the
         1850s to live in Liverpool. Graves was later appointed mayor of the city.
      

      
      In its first season in 1888, the English Football League consisted of twelve clubs from the midlands and the northern region
         of the country.
      

      
      The midlands was well represented by Aston Villa, Birmingham, Wolverhampton Wanderers, Derby County, Stoke City and Notts
         County, whilst farther north in Lancashire, the first teams to play in the English Football League included Accrington, Blackburn
         Rovers, Burnley and Preston.
      

      
      Games at Anfield were often fast and furious with goals aplenty whenever any of these sides came to town, and the fans were
         always kept enthralled during those early years of competitive football. The game was already big business in the city and
         even local newspapers, such as the Liverpool Echo, dedicated special Saturday editions to football.
      

      
      By 10 January 1891, in just the third year of the English League championship, excitement at Anfield reached fever pitch as
         the home team were just one win away from clinching the league title. Despite it being a bitterly cold winter Saturday afternoon,
         15,000 fans crammed into Anfield to watch their team battle it out with English football powerhouses Preston North End, who
         had already won the league for the first two years of its existence.
      

      
      Fifteen thousand was a huge crowd for any game of football in the English league at the time, as grounds had yet to be developed
         to a standard that could accommodate the type of gatherings we see at modern games.
      

      
      
      Far from the all-seater stadium it is today, Anfield in 1891 had just the one main covered stand and two uncovered embankments
         to the back of each goal where fans could huddle up to watch the action.
      

      
      Despite a 1–0 defeat on the day, the atmosphere around Anfield Road was electric and locals had only to wait one more week
         for their team to finally land what, along with the FA Cup, had become the most coveted prize in English football. In so doing,
         Anfield, a passionate football arena that would become synonymous with success as the home of the world-renowned Liverpool
         Football Club, had witnessed the first of nineteen league titles that would be won at the ground. Though, back in 1891, it
         was not Liverpool FC that was tasting this glory.
      

      
      Liverpool FC had not yet even been formed and it was future city rivals Everton who brought the first league championship
         back to Anfield.
      

      
      As a founder member of the English Football League, Everton had firmly established itself among the elite in the game at that
         time. However this successful professional club had its beginnings as a much more humble amateur football team started as
         a recreation club for Sunday school members of a local Methodist chapel based in the Everton area.
      

      
      The team that would become known as Everton FC, and later branch off into its offshoot Liverpool FC, was instigated by Methodist
         minister Ben Chambers in 1878, who thought football would be a good and healthy past-time for his pupils at the St Domingo
         Chapel in Everton.
      

      
      As the chapel’s Sunday school students already had a flourishing cricket team competing in the summer months, Chambers decided
         that football could help to keep them fit during the winter off-season.
      

      
      It was for this reason that the St Domingo Football Club was established in the winter of 1878 and the chapel’s Bible class
         scholars congregated in the Stanley Park recreational area to play their games.
      

      
      Initially, the St Domingo boys played games amongst themselves before branching out in 1879 to play other local church teams
         and clubs also based out of Stanley Park.
      

      
      As the number of their opponents increased throughout that year, it soon became clear that St Domingo were one of the best
         sides playing in Stanley Park and the club began to attract players from other teams.
      

      
      
      Before the year was out, it was decided that the club needed a new name as it was already clear that not every player on the
         team was from the St Domingo Chapel. In December 1879, the club unanimously agreed to change its name to Everton Football
         Club after the district in which most of the club’s players lived.
      

      
      Friendly games with other newly established clubs in the Merseyside area came thick and fast for Everton in 1880 and the club
         was developing at such a rate that it applied for membership to the newly formed Lancashire Football Association.
      

      
      Everton’s membership of the association afforded it the opportunity to play in registered cup competitions in the area, although
         the club mostly continued to play friendly games from its Stanley Park base.
      

      
      It was whilst playing these games that the team caught the eye of successful local brewer John Houlding, whose imposing red-brick
         home was located close to Everton’s pitch at Stanley Park.
      

      
      As a highly respected businessman in the area, Houlding’s interest in Everton was keenly welcomed by the club and, before
         the start of their 1881–1882 season of cup and friendly games, he was appointed the club’s president.
      

      
      Houlding took to his new role with gusto and was equally thrilled to see the thousands of people who thronged to Stanley Park
         each weekend to watch Everton play friendly games throughout 1882.
      

      
      Eager for the club to prosper further by having its own enclosed football ground, in 1883 Houlding moved Everton across Stanley
         Park away from their original pitch to a field on Priory Road, where he could fence off the pitch and erect a stand from where
         fans would have to seek admission to the ground to watch games.
      

      
      Unfortunately for Everton, their stay at Priory Road didn’t last a year after the owner of the field, cattle salesman William
         Cruitt, railed at the disturbance being created each week by the large number of fans coming to support the team.
      

      
      By the summer of 1884, Everton were on the move again and, this time, Houlding secured them a site from a friend, and fellow
         brewer, John Orrell, who owned a stretch of land that straddled the Walton Breck Road and Anfield Road ends of Stanley Park.
      

      
      
      As in the previous year, Houlding fenced off a pitch on Orrell’s land and erected a stand in time for Everton to embark on
         their annual batch of friendly games for the 1884–1885 season.
      

      
      Under the stewardship of Houlding, Everton named their new ground Anfield and set off on a meteoric rise that saw the club
         gain membership to the exclusive twelve-team professional English Football League in 1888.
      

      
      As Everton naturally became more popular with the public during this period, Houlding seized on the opportunity to make money
         back from the club by charging his own rent in accordance with the yearly gate receipts. Even at the very origins of the professional
         game, businessmen knew that there was money to be made from investing in football, and they could see that it was a game that
         was only going to grow. And similar to the billionaire Premier League owners of today, club presidents like Houlding were
         only too happy to show off their impressive projects as a sign of their wealth and business acumen.
      

      
      Friends and business partners were encouraged to come to the games and they developed their own growing interest in football.

      
      By the time Everton clinched their first English League title in 1891, football had eclipsed all other sports as the most
         popular for fans in the area.
      

      
      However the euphoria surrounding Everton’s stunning success was short lived as Houlding soon found himself at loggerheads
         with some club members who opposed his plans.
      

      
      In early 1892, barely a year after their league triumph, proposals by Houlding to increase the annual rent which Everton would
         pay him did not go down well. Neither did a subsequent suggestion by him that the club should buy the Anfield ground along
         with a nearby patch of land which he also owned.
      

      
      Fearing that Houlding’s proposals were little more than an elaborate plan to gain himself some additional profit, Everton
         broke away from the brewer with the intentions of setting up the club at a new home ground.
      

      
      Without the backing of Houlding, Everton FC successfully found a new piece of land from which to operate and, remarkably,
         it was located only a few hundred metres away from Anfield, across the other side of Stanley Park. It was here that Everton’s
         new ground of Goodison Park was formed and the basis of a fierce Merseyside rivalry was born.
      

      
      
      Far from giving up on his own dream of having a professional club playing at Anfield, Houlding set about creating a new team
         that he hoped could match Everton in its ambition and achievement. He already had a strong basis from which to work in that
         his beloved Anfield was as good as any other football ground built in England at the time.
      

      
      Houlding was also helped by the fact he wasn’t alone in his vision for this new club. One associate who often joined Houlding
         at Anfield during Everton’s early glory years was none other than County Monaghan man John McKenna.
      

      
      Between them this pair would create a new football club in Liverpool, one that would go on to dominate football not just in
         England but across Europe in the century ahead.
      

      
      
      Liverpool/Everton Rivalry

      
      Everton FC’s move away from Anfield in 1892 and the subsequent formation of Liverpool FC at the ground by John Houlding set in train a fierce rivalry
         that exists to this day.
      

      
      The first encounter between the two clubs came on 22 April 1893 when Liverpool defeated Everton 1–0 in the final of the amateur
         Liverpool Senior Cup.
      

      
      The clubs’ first league clash came in the 1893–1894 First Division season which Everton won 3–0 at Goodison Park.

      
      Since then, Liverpool and Everton have met on no less than 182 occasions in the English league, with Liverpool winning seventy
         of those games, Everton fifty-six and with fifty-six draws.
      

      
      Although Everton have generally been seen as the Catholic club in Merseyside, a religious divide has never been an issue between
         the supporters and both clubs have signed players of all religions and races through the years.
      

      
      The city of Liverpool is statistically the most successful football city in England with Everton and Liverpool winning a combined
         twenty-seven league titles, eighteen for Liverpool and nine for Everton.
      

      
      The two clubs have met in three major English cup finals – the 1984 Milk Cup, and the 1986 and 1989 FA Cup finals, with Liverpool
         winning on all three occasions.
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      John McKenna: A Liverpool Visionary

      
      It is fair to say that when the vast majority of Liverpool football fans across the globe ponder the glorious history of their club, few ever make
         the link between the illustrious Merseysiders and the tiny Ulster county of Monaghan. Far from being a hotbed of soccer, Monaghan
         is more renowned in sporting circles for producing the talented boxer Barry McGuigan, the ‘Clones Cyclone’, who captured the
         hearts of the nation by winning the WBA Featherweight world title in 1985. Apart from Monaghan Utd’s two brief stints in the
         League of Ireland Premier Division and former Leeds Utd midfielder Jonathan Douglas’ eight senior Republic of Ireland caps,
         there has been little to associate the county with major achievements in the professional football ranks. Yet if it wasn’t
         for the brave and audacious endeavours of a north Monaghan man over 100 years ago, Liverpool Football Club, and its famed
         Anfield ground, may never have become what it is today.
      

      
      Long before flying Dublin-born winger Steve Heighway was helping the Reds to European Cup glory in the 1970s followed by Limerick
         man Steve Finnan in 2005, the foundations of what Liverpool Football Club was to become and achieve were being set by a man by
         the name of John McKenna. In his forty-year association with Liverpool FC, which began from the first day it came into existence
         in 1892, visionary McKenna oversaw the club’s rise from of the shadow of their near neighbours Everton FC to become one of
         the most successful teams in the English football game.
      

      
      Off the pitch, McKenna also sowed the seeds for the development of one of the most iconic symbols of Liverpool FC and its
         devoted fans when he initiated construction of Anfield’s Spion Kop.
      

      
      Devout Protestant McKenna was born in January 1855 in the northern Monaghan parish of Donagh, the son of local couple Patrick
         McKenna and Jane McCrudden. Born into an Ireland still recovering from the worst ravages of the Great Famine, McKenna, like
         thousands of other young Irish men and women before him, left Irish shores for Liverpool at the tender age of seventeen. Over
         the following twenty years, McKenna’s passion for the relatively new sport of association football would turn him into a legend
         in his adopted city.
      

      
      Back in McKenna’s homeland, however, an entirely different cultural and sporting phenomenon was about to take hold. In 1884,
         the Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA) was formed to promote declining Irish culture through the country’s traditional sporting
         past-time of hurling and its own brand of football. The spread of the GAA in communities across Ireland naturally affected
         the popularity of association football in those embryonic years.
      

      
      However, over in Liverpool, John McKenna had become a keen fan of the game.

      
      The Monaghan man was a regular visitor to Anfield during the days that Everton spent establishing itself as a real force in
         English football. Sporting his customary black bowler hat and exquisite moustache, McKenna was an impressive figure amongst
         the hordes who came to cheer on the burgeoning club. McKenna had thrived in Liverpool since his arrival in 1872 and, within
         ten years, he was a well-respected member of the business community who could hold his own in the company of powerful businessmen
         such as John Houlding.
      

      
      He had gained his first job in the city as an errand boy for a local shop before progressing from there to work as the vaccinations officer for the West Derby Union, the company which oversaw a number
         of workhouses for the poor in the Liverpool area.
      

      
      It was while there that McKenna made acquaintance with John Houlding and the pair formed a strong friendship upon which the
         early foundations of Liverpool Football Club would be built.
      

      
      McKenna’s first passion had been rugby and, in 1885, during a spell as a volunteer with the Lancashire Artillery unit of the
         British army, he helped to establish a regimental rugby club that he himself played for.
      

      
      It wasn’t until Houlding had convinced him to visit Anfield to watch Everton play a few years later that his love of football
         was born.
      

      
      After matches, the affable Irishman could be regularly spotted in the company of Houlding as they toasted the team’s achievements
         at the club president’s Sandon Hotel bar.
      

      
      The Sandon, which to this day still stands as a conference centre in the shadow of Anfield and is a pre-game meeting point
         of many devout Kopites, acted as Everton’s dressing rooms and general meeting area back then.
      

      
      It was where the fans and players alike had gathered to celebrate the club’s tremendous league title in 1891 and all were
         looking forward to what they hoped to be many more years of success for the best team in England and the pride of Liverpool.
      

      
      As Houlding prepared to create a new club of his own, his old friend John McKenna stuck by him by giving up his allegiance
         to Everton in favour of whatever new club they could develop for Anfield.
      

      
      Houlding was impressed with McKenna’s loyalty and, in return, appointed him as the new secretary of the Liverpool Football
         Association Club, which officially came into being in April 1892.
      

      
      The position of secretary equated to the modern-day manager, although much of the job was taken up with administration work
         rather than the day-to-day coaching of the team. McKenna would also have another man to work alongside as he attempted to
         mould a team worthy of carrying on Everton’s successful tradition at Anfield.
      

      
      Liverpool fans who remember the ill-fated Roy Evans/Gerard Houllier double act at the beginning of the 1998–1999 season may shudder at the thought that such an unusual arrangement had already been played out
         at the club over 100 years earlier.
      

      
      In deciding who would look after the team affairs of his new club, Houlding came up with the idea of pairing McKenna with
         another loyal lieutenant from his Everton days, William Barclay.
      

      
      Barclay was Everton’s manager for the club’s very first English League campaign in 1888–1889 and provided his steady football
         knowledge to Houlding’s growing new project.
      

      
      Barclay and McKenna worked well in their new roles together, although there was little doubt that it was the Ulsterman who
         made most of the big decisions.
      

      
      Although Barclay was the man with the experience in the day-to-day running of a team, McKenna’s drive and enthusiasm brought
         him to the fore as the senior man in the partnership. Almost all important decisions on player selections and the general
         direction of the club were carried out by McKenna who wasted little time in his pursuit of making Liverpool one of the best
         clubs in the country.
      

      
      One of McKenna’s first duties was to recruit players of a sufficient calibre to ensure that Liverpool could become an instant
         success at Anfield, and he knew exactly where to look. Using contacts he had built up in his business life amongst the Irish
         community in Glasgow, McKenna headed north to Scotland to head hunt the best players he could convince to come and play for
         Liverpool.
      

      
      Glasgow was already a hotbed for football by 1892 as the city’s two main clubs and bitter rivals Celtic and Rangers had helped
         form the inaugural Scottish Football League a year earlier.
      

      
      For his part, McKenna had little trouble in enticing a number of players to move from Scotland and follow him to Merseyside.

      
      Eight players were nabbed from Scottish clubs, including James McBride, Andrew Hannah and James Kelso from Renton, Joe McQue
         from Celtic, Billy McOwen from Darwen, Arthur Kelvin from Kilmarnock, Malcolm McVean from Third Lanark and John Miller from
         Dumbarton.
      

      
      Scotsmen Duncan McClean and Tom Wyllie were also convinced to make the short trip back across Stanley Park from Everton, and
         McKenna added further to his squad by enlisting two more Scots, John Smith from Sunderland and Jonathan Cameron from Aston
         Villa.
      

      
      
      William Barclay

      
      Englishman William Barclay cut his teeth in professional football as the first manager of Everton FC during their inaugral season in the English First Division
         in 1888–1889.
      

      
      Everton won nine of the twenty-two games that they played under Barclay that season, but he was replaced as the club’s manager
         for the following season by fellow Englishman Dick Molyneaux.
      

      
      When Everton broke their ties with Anfield in 1892, Barclay remained loyal to the club’s former chairman John Houlding, who
         appointed him to work alongside Irishman John McKenna as joint secretary of the new club Liverpool FC.
      

      
      During their four-year partnership, Barclay and McKenna led Liverpool to two English League Second Division titles and winning
         eighty of the 131 games played.
      

      
      Barclay also served two spells as Liverpool chairman between 1896 and 1910 and worked for the Football Association.

      
      A widely respected and well-liked man, Barclay later became a headmaster of the Industrial Schools in Everton Crescent, Liverpool.


      
      Such was the huge Scottish influence amongst McKenna’s playing staff that this early Liverpool team became known as the ‘team
         of macs’.
      

      
      As he busied himself assembling this team, McKenna was also looking to Liverpool’s future which he knew belonged amongst the
         professional English football league. As one of the club’s first great visionaries, McKenna almost instinctively knew what was best for Liverpool FC, and even though his team had yet to play a game at Anfield,
         he could see that the professional surrounds of the football league was the place to be.
      

      
      Within a month of the club being formed, McKenna applied to the English Football League to have Liverpool elected into its
         ranks. His ambitious application was turned down by the football authorities, who believed the new club still had a long way
         to go to prove they could be anywhere near a match for English football’s leading lights at the time which included Everton,
         Preston and Sunderland.
      

      
      Liverpool FC were even overlooked for entry into the Football League’s new Second Division league which had been established
         in 1892 to act as the second tier for English professional football – a division to which local Merseyside club Bootle and
         nearby Cheshire side Crewe Alexandra had managed to gain entry.
      

      
      Instead, Liverpool were left to join the much smaller Lancashire League, where they would compete against the likes of local
         rivals Southport Central.
      

      
      However the very fact that McKenna had even applied for membership of the football league showed how big his plans for Liverpool
         were.
      

      
      If it wasn’t for such bold moves in his early years at the helm at Anfield, Liverpool FC might very well have been left to
         languish outside the Football League and never flourished into a successful professional outfit.
      

      
      Challenging the well-established might and popularity of Everton was also a brave move by both Houlding and McKenna.

      
      Everton had already built up a strong fan base during its three years in the English Football League and it would have been
         difficult to predict how Liverpool could convince many of the city’s football fans about the merits of their new club, which
         would be competing in the relative backwater of the Lancashire League.
      

      
      By the time of Liverpool’s first competitive outing in the Lancashire League, McKenna could even have been forgiven for questioning
         if they had made the right move. Playing in shirts of half white and half blue (the familiar red would not become Liverpool
         colours until 1894 when the club made a complete break from the Everton colours of blue and white), few fans had yet to be persuaded that following this new team would be a decent alternative to sticking with the familiarity
         of Everton.
      

      
      Unlike the 15,000 who where there to cheer Everton on to league glory, Liverpool had mustered a paltry 200 fans.

      
      This uncertainty surrounding the new boys on the block was perfectly summed up in the Liverpool Echo match report into McKenna’s first league game in charge against Higher Walton on 3 September 1892. ‘There was a miserable
         array of empty benches, not more than 200 spectators being present, the ground presenting a striking contrast to the opening
         Saturday of last season.’
      

      
      Although for the 200 who had braved the trip to Anfield that day, any fears they had thrown their lot behind a dud was soon
         blown out of the water as Liverpool began life in the Lancashire League with a phenomenal bang.
      


      Lancashire League

      
      The Lancashire League was formed in 1889 as a competition for clubs in the northwest of England who had failed to gain entry into the professional English
         Football League, which had been established a year earlier.
      

      
      Prime movers in the formation of the league were the officials of Bury Football Club, who had ambitions to set up a regional
         competition which would be a stepping stone for them and other clubs to gain a place in the Football League.
      

      
      Although the majority of the clubs were based in the county of Lancashire, the league did eventually accept several clubs
         from neighbouring Cheshire.
      

      
      The league survived for fourteen seasons until 1903 during which time many Lancashire League member clubs had taken their
         place in the English Football League. These included Liverpool, Bury, Crewe Alexandra, Accrington Stanley and Stockport County.
      

      

      
      The home side hit Higher Walton for eight in a magnificent display of courageous attacking football which gave an early indication
         of McKenna’s keen eye for a player. All the men he had recruited from Scotland blended in seamlessly at Anfield and Liverpool’s
         8–0 win on the opening league day, with goals from John Cameron (two), John Smith (two), Joe McQue (two), James McBride and
         Malcolm McVein, was just a sign of the great things to come.
      

      
      Over the following month, Southport Central, Bury and West Manchester were all soundly beaten at Anfield, as McKenna’s Liverpool
         raced to the top of the Lancashire League. Like all successful football managers, McKenna had realised that a strong spine
         to the team from the back through the midfield and up to the forwards was the best way to ensure consistent results.
      

      
      One of his most important signings was defender Andrew Hannah, whom McKenna had installed as the first Liverpool captain.
         Hannah was an extremely experienced campaigner, having previously captained Everton for two years before returning to Renton
         in Scotland.
      

      
      Eagled-eyed McKenna knew from Hannah’s Everton days that he was the man to lead his new team from the back and his early judgement
         proved spot on, with Liverpool keeping fourteen cleans sheets in the twenty-nine league and cup games they played in their
         first season.
      

      
      Just in front of Hannah, former Celtic player Joe McQue was another talented operator who could also get forward from his
         position at centre-half to score important goals. Up front, McKenna had unearthed three excellent goal getters in Jonathan
         Cameron, Tom Wyllie and John Miller, who notched up forty-nine goals between them at the head of the Liverpool attack. Miller
         was particularly prolific, scoring an incredible twenty-seven goals in twenty-eight games that season.
      

      
      Just two months into the season, McKenna also added to his squad with another two great signings, brothers Matt and Hugh McQueen
         from Leith Athletic in Scotland. Hugh was a skilful midfielder who could chip in with the odd goal, whilst Matt was a versatile
         all-rounder who could play well in any position on the pitch, including goalkeeper.
      

      
      In all, this meant that Liverpool were a serious proposition for the other teams in the Lancashire League and very few enjoyed
         their trips to Anfield.
      

      
      
      By early December 1892, it was clear that the battle for the Lancashire League was a three-horse race between Liverpool, Bury
         and Blackpool – subsequently the only three teams out of the twelve in the league still operating as professional football
         clubs today.
      

      
      Liverpool’s only defeat in their first eight leagues game had been a 3–0 reverse at Blackpool in November and they looked
         to gain revenge against their top-of-the-table rivals when Blackpool arrived at Anfield on 17 December 1892. By then, just
         four months into their first competitive season, Liverpool’s support had grown unbelievably with a crowd of 6,000 coming through
         the gates of Anfield for the clash with Blackpool, a sure sign of how success for a football team could generate added interest
         from the watching public.
      

      
      Liverpool played well that day and had the majority of possession in the Blackpool half, but their opponents were smart operators
         and twice caught Liverpool on the break to score two goals. Despite McKenna’s Liverpool laying siege to the Blackpool goal,
         they just couldn’t find a response and they lost the game 2–0, a defeat which looked to be setting Blackpool on their way
         to the Lancashire League title.
      

      
      McKenna’s troops put their disappointment against Blackpool behind them, however, as they embarked on a remarkable run of
         ten wins in their next twelve league games.
      

      
      This series of results gave Liverpool a one-point advantage over Blackpool going into the final game of the Lancashire League
         season on 15 April 1893.
      

      
      Liverpool made the short journey through Merseyside to Scarisbrick New Road to take on Southport Central knowing that victory
         would give them a league title in just their first year.
      

      
      Whatever nerves John McKenna and his players may have had as they made their way to Southport would surely have been increased
         by the chaos that ensued as they arrived for the game.
      

      
      The referee who had been appointed by the Lancashire League failed to show up and, after a forty-minute delay, a local referee
         was eventually found so the match could go ahead.
      

      
      It is hard to imagine how McKenna must have been feeling to endure such a charade before a game of such magnitude for Liverpool.

      
      
      If that wasn’t enough, McKenna’s team also fell behind to an early goal, as Southport broke from a Liverpool corner to snatch
         the lead after just twelve minutes. To their great credit, Liverpool got over these early setbacks and clawed their way back
         into the game. They secured an equaliser through John Miller and withstood everything Southport could throw at them to gain
         a 1–1 draw.
      

      
      The point at Southport was crucial
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