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It is with great delight that I can resolutely introduce The Word Wizard, the alter ego (not stand-in) of John West, writer, rider of mean machines (bikes), self-publisher, and finance magician as he persistently claims that he is determined to grow old disgracefully.

And whilst John has doggedly declared each week that has passed, that he has neither the time nor words to produce the remarkable and informative wisdoms in this book, his writing and his insights into the processes, writing development, the trials and challenges of becoming a writer and the thrills of publishing your first book, are not only personal, accurate and authentic but are genuinely, words of wisdom. 

With each topic that he has addressed in his published blogs, whether it has dealt with rejection as a writer, character development and backstory or criticism, review or revues, he has created astute gems that everyone who wishes to start this wonderful journey of writing, should read. 

As John has written, “to be a writer today is to be a tenacious optimist. It is to accept that while the landscape is chaotic and the pay is poor, the ability to connect, to persuade, and to tell stories that make others feel less alone remains a profound power.”

I am immensely proud of what he has created in his published blogs even whilst placed under relentless pressure to do so.

Kim Schreuder Horn 

KSH Publishing 

kimschreuderhorn.co.za
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Prologue
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I haven’t written or published anything for a while. Been too busy riding bikes, watching live music, and living life to the full, anticipating the end of the world.

Because, hey, we all know it’s coming. The lunatics are running the asylum. Might as well enjoy it while we can.

Then Kim reached out, early in 2026, after starting her own publishing business. We’ve known one another since before she published the first book in her Mole series. Her first message to me seemed harmless enough.

“Morning John (I am relentless) 

Could you give me an indication of potential costs for content, blogs, newsletters and even Book Tok?

I am looking for about 5 pieces of content? What would you charge? 

Have a super day!”

And that’s when it started. The hounding. The nagging. The encouragement. Fair enough, she admitted her relentlessness up front. But who believes that kind of thing?

So here we are, three months later, with eight published blogs, now compiled into a first collection, and probably more to follow. Because she really is relentless...

We hope you enjoy reading these, and that they help a few of you to realize your dreams and become published authors. Feel free to reach out to Kim at KSH Publishing for assistance or advice along the way. Seems she enjoys encouraging people to write, even when they’re trying to retire disgracefully.

Cheers.

The Word Wizard

Where wisdoms wander...

www.linktr.ee/burningrosesnovel
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The nuts and bolts of publishing
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So you’ve written a book.

Now what?

Fame and fortune, right? As soon as your book hits the shelves.

Take a deep breath. That might not happen.

Then again, it might. But only for a small percentage of writers.

Latest estimates tell us that 11 000 books are published every day. How is your book going to stand out from the rest? A unique cover? A brilliant marketing strategy?

The Pareto Principle states that 80% of book sales will come from 20% of books published. Readers know what they like, and they look forward to new publications from their favourite authors. Series do particularly well, locking readers into established tropes and making them care what happens to familiar characters.

Traditional publishers know this. They publish books as a business, not for vanity. So why would they take a chance on an unknown writer?
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The dream
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For most writers, the publication of their first book will realize a dream, whether it takes off or not. Your words are now out there in the world, stripped bare, for all to see. To live online and in paper, "forever encased in the amber of a writer's prose," to borrow from Robert Galbraith.

In primary school, I won second prize in the Scottish SPCA's Schools' Competition, for a story I wrote about cats falling in love. That was a big deal for me. Public confirmation that I was good at something. That people appreciated my stories.

Then in high school, our English teacher introduced a new creative writing trophy, which she then awarded to me. Now I knew what I wanted to do with the rest of my life.

So I wrote my first book, aged 16/17. With a box of pens and a pile of A4 notepads. Because yes, believe it or not, I am that old. I thought it was great. Revolutionary. It was going to change the world.

Looking at it now, it’s still a solid story, but it needs a lot of work. That’s hindsight. At the time, I couldn’t understand why traditional publishers kept rejecting it. All those photocopies I’d made, at huge cost to my teenage pocket, mailing them around the world, and nobody wanted to publish my masterpiece.

Soon after that, I dropped out of university. Spent a couple of years living on the streets of Hillbrow, sleeping on park benches, on the floors of nightclubs, occasionally in a friend’s flat. I was determined to ignore the normal 9-to-5 world, and to one day, somehow, realize my dream.

Those days eventually gave birth to my first published novel.

We become better writers by writing. We have more to say by living. Use your experiences, good and bad.

I’m not saying everyone should sleep on park benches. On the contrary. Speaking from experience, the more practical path is to find yourself a day job, something that pays the bills, preferably something you also enjoy, while you use your free hours to hack away at your dream.

I’ve published books for homeless people who wrote them in little black notebooks while huddled in the dark against highveld thunderstorms. Another friend wrote two books on his cellphone while living in a desert. If you want to write those words enough, you will find a way.
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The nuts and bolts
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Writing (and finishing) your book is a huge step. But it’s only the first step.

I thought my first book was brilliant. Written with pen and paper, using Tippex for corrections and editing. And it will be brilliant, once I go back and work on it again.

Most books aren’t fit to be published on a first draft. They can always be improved by putting them away for a little while, then coming back to them with a clear mind. Most books can then be improved even more by bringing in a team of experts to help with the nuts and bolts.

Have you used the same style throughout? Should you have? Are the characters consistent with the personalities you gave them? Did you change their names halfway through the book, but forgot to go back and check every time you used their names?

Does the story flow logically for an outside reader, or did you skip an important part so the story only makes sense in your head? Are the words spelled correctly? American or UK English? Does the grammar make sense?

And that’s before you even start to consider formatting the book for online publication. Which is probably easier than formatting it for print copies.

What kind of cover will grab the attention of potential readers? Does it fit with your chosen genre? Did you choose a genre? Can you define it? Can you summarize your book in a couple of paragraphs, for the back cover blurb? For a surprise elevator pitch to a potential publisher?

Don’t worry. All of this can be done.
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