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When the West Misunderstood Islam

Introduction.

Baghdad, Spring 2003

Just days after the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime, the city seemed calm on the surface yet restless beneath.

In one of its well-known restaurants, where journalists and foreign envoys sat in cautious curiosity, two American officers entered in full uniform and took their seats.

For the Americans, the mission was over, the war won.

It was time, they thought, to relax and enjoy the charm of Baghdad — the city that had once been the beating heart of civilization, science, and politics.

Moments later, as the two officers stepped outside toward their vehicle, a suicide explosion tore through the street, ending their lives in an instant.

The Americans believed that with the regime gone, peace would follow.

They imagined that rebuilding Iraq would be as simple as drawing new borders and appointing new leaders.

What they failed to grasp was that they were not confronting a defeated state — they were confronting a living faith and a collective memory that refuses occupation.

What erupted in Baghdad, Fallujah, Najaf, and Anbar was not the will of a toppled regime, but the instinct of a people who see resistance as a sacred duty, not a political choice.

The same lesson was repeated in Afghanistan — in the mountains of Kandahar and the valleys of Kabul — just as it was once repeated in the streets of Iraq.

The West learned, painfully, that the Islamic world is not Japan, nor Germany, nor South Korea.

As long as one Muslim remains alive, he will rise from the rubble to fight again.

Trillions of dollars were spent to rebuild nations that were never truly understood.

Governments and armies were established — yet they crumbled like paper when tested, because they were built without roots, without soul.

Iraq has not known peace since 2003, and will not, until it is ruled once again by its own authentic identity, the one that shaped it for fourteen centuries.

The West must finally understand that the peoples of the Arab and Islamic world are not broken nations waiting for the next empire to rule them.

They are heirs to a civilization that once governed the known world — peoples molded from a soil that rejects occupation, and will reject it always.

Chapter One — The Roots of Misperception

The roots of misunderstanding lie not within the Islamic world, but in the West itself.

At the dawn of the twentieth century, Western civilization underwent a profound intellectual and social transformation.

Guided by materialism and driven by the wealth pouring in from its colonies, the West shifted from a human-centered worldview to one defined by profit, possession, and power.

This shift did not merely change its economics — it reshaped the Western mind.

Its intellectual elites, intoxicated by the successes of science and empire, detached themselves from the moral and emotional logic of humanity.

They lost the ability to perceive man as a spiritual being with faith, memory, and belonging, and began to see him only as a unit within a mechanical system to be managed or manipulated.

Upon that narrow foundation, Western strategy was built.

It viewed its own model — political, social, and economic — as universal truth,

And any civilization that did not conform to it was seen as backward or defective.

At the core of this worldview lies a quiet arrogance: a conviction that other schools of thought hold no real legitimacy,

And that the purpose of policy is not to coexist with the “other,” but to remake him in the Western image.

To its credit, this project did succeed in many parts of the world.

In Latin America, in post-war Europe, in Japan, Korea, and large parts of Africa and East Asia,

Societies were gradually absorbed into the Western framework.

Their traditional memories were blurred, their spiritual roots weakened,

Until they became material cultures — efficient perhaps, but soulless; prosperous, but hollow.

Yet this same formula failed catastrophically in the Muslim world.

For over a century, Western powers have invested immense effort in reshaping Muslim societies — through education, governance, and cultural influence —

But every apparent success has eventually crumbled beneath the weight of an enduring faith and a living heritage.

The French in Algeria, despite more than a hundred years of occupation, could not erase Islam from the hearts of its people.

The Americans, after two decades in Afghanistan and Iraq, discovered that armies built upon foreign models collapse at the first true test.

Even the secular experiment in Turkey, born from the ruins of the Ottoman Empire, has gradually given way to a return toward its Islamic identity.

Each of these episodes reveals the same lesson:

The failure does not lie in Muslim societies, but in the intellectual foundations of modern Western thought itself.

A material philosophy, however advanced its science, remains incapable of comprehending the spiritual logic that animates the Islamic world.

Until the West recognizes this truth, It will continue to misread the Muslim mind — and repeat the same mistakes under new names.

Chapter Two — The Age of Arrogance: The West after the Cold War

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 convinced the Western world that It had entered a new age of uncontested dominance.

It was not merely a political victory but an ideological triumph — a belief that history itself had ended, and that the liberal order of the West was the final destiny of humankind.

In that moment was born what may be called the arrogance of peace — a conviction that the West no longer needed to compete, only to rule.
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The End of History and the Illusion of Universality

In 1992, American theorist Francis Fukuyama declared “the end of history,”

Claiming that liberal democracy marked the peak of human evolution.

What began as an academic argument soon turned into political dogma.

Governments across the West embraced the illusion of universality —

The notion that their values and systems could, and should, define the entire world.

Democracy became less a moral aspiration and more a tool of cultural imposition disguised as virtue.
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From Ideals to Interests

“Freedom” and “human rights” filled every speech and declaration,

Yet behind them lay a cold calculus of interest.

The same powers that preached democracy propped up dictatorships that served their strategic and economic aims.

Values turned into instruments of control;

Wars were waged not to liberate but to legitimize domination.

Under banners of “humanitarian intervention,” the West waged wars in Kosovo (1999) and Iraq (2003),

Both of which exposed the emptiness of its moral pretensions.
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The Clash of Civilizations and the Fear of Islam

By 1996, Samuel Huntington had sounded a different call —

That future conflicts would not be ideological, but civilizational,

And that Islam would be the principal adversary of the West.

Policymakers absorbed the idea eagerly.

From that point on, Western policy toward the Muslim world was shaped less by understanding and more by fear.

Terms such as terrorism, radicalism, and political Islam became weapons of narrative warfare,

Used to justify interventions and suspicion alike.

The wars that followed were not fought against nations, but against an Identity itself.
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Hegemony by Force: The Fall of the Civilized Mask

When persuasion failed, coercion replaced it.

The West entered the era of preemptive wars —

Invading to “protect,” destroying to “save.”

Afghanistan in 2001, Iraq in 2003:

Two wars fought in the name of civilization, both ending in moral and strategic collapse.

The mask of civilization fell, revealing the old empire beneath —

An empire that ruled not through wisdom, but through might.
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The West Against Itself

But arrogance carries a cost.

Divisions deepened within the West itself.

Europe split













































































































	Submission is unthinkable — at least for now.






	Coexistence seems more realistic,







	Confrontation remains possible — but only under strict conditions.
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