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OPENING








CEREMONY








The torch has been lit. 

The athletes have arrived.

The tension is building.

. . . Now all that’s left to do is  welcome you to the 

world-famous, awe-inspiring, mesmerising and 

electrifying animal athletics extravaganza

 that is: 

Clare's Animal All- Stars! 

Grab yourself a HUGE bucket of popcorn, settle 

down in a comfy seat and prepare to enjoy the 

show. (Actually, don’t sit there, it’s a teensy bit 

too close to the llamas, and boy can they 

spit. You’ll want to be a good fi ve 

metres  away  to  avoid  a 

spittle shower.)

BLURGH!
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But wait, I hear you ask, what exactly is the show? And who 

exactly are

Clare's Animal All-Stars

? Are they a waddle of 

penguins doing the long jump? Are they a troop of monkeys 

doing the hula hoop while standing on one leg and juggling 

pineapples at the same time? NO! Don’t be ridiculous. Monkeys 

don’t juggle pineapples; they juggle bananas – and besides, 

that’s not at all what this is about.

Today you’re going to witness not one, not two, but 

EIGHT 

spectacular events

, as animals from across the world 

showcase  the  very 

BEST of their abilities

. Whilst the 

madcap,  all-action,  thrilling  events  might 

NOT

 be things you 

see in the Animal Kingdom, the skills these animals exhibit 

most certainly 

ARE

, and they’re all scratching, squawking and 

simply 

ROARING

 to go!

I  can  guarantee  you  will  marvel  at  the 

lightning-quick 

speed

of the majestic peregrine falcon, be awed by the 

brute 

strength

 of the muscular gorilla and open your mouth wide 

at the 

incredible pow-pow boxing brilliance

 of the pom 

pom crab. Don’t open that jaw too wide, though, otherwise 

you might fi nd a hungry penguin chick jumping into it in search 

of food.  
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Have you heard of the triathlon, the heptathlon and the modern 

pentathlon? Well, get ready for the Animal All-Stars octathlon: 

eight 

edge-of-your-seat

 events that show off the skills of my 

Animal All-Stars. There’s: 

The 100-Metre Dash – showcasing the 

SPEED

of our amazing animals

The All-Star Weightlifting Challenge

– putting animal

 STRENGTH 

to the test

The Amazing Obstacle Race – designed 

to test 

AGILITY

The Acrobatic Sprint through the 

Skies – where we’ll be looking for AERIAL PROWESS

The Big Swim – where animals in Speedos will 

show off their 

AQUATIC skills 


The All-Star Weightlifting Challenge



– putting animal



The Acrobatic Sprint through the 



Skies
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The Super-Sensory Medal Hunt – a 

chance to display the most amazing 

SENSES  (there 

are more than just fi ve!) the world has ever seen

The Superpower Showcase – a leap into the 

most unusual animal 

SUPERPOWERS you never knew 

 about

The Big Brainteasing Quiz – putting animal 

INTELLIGENCE through one fi nal brain-busting test

The animals that come out on top will get their paws/fl ippers/

wings on gold, silver and bronze medals. And they’ve travelled 

here from all four corners of the world (not that the world has 

corners, but you get what I mean). Here are some of them 

now .  .  . The  rainforest  frogs  have made  it  all  the  way  from 

Brazil, and don’t they look 

MAGNIFICENT

 in their many colours? 

The 

FEARLESS

  honey  badgers  have  just  arrived  from  South 

Africa. They must have had a bad journey because they look a 

little grumpy. And here are the 

BUOYANT

 bottlenose dolphins 


The Big Brainteasing Quiz



INTELLIGENCE 









who  arrived  at  the  harbour  yesterday,  all  the  way  from  the 

east coast of the USA. Oh – but wait just one moment – where 

on earth are my manners? I haven’t even introduced myself! I’m 

Clare Balding – it’s a pleasure to be with you today! My job is to 

present sports events (normally of the HUMAN variety), but I 

do absolutely ADORE animals, so it is my dream job to present 

to you the 

FIRST EVER ANIMAL ALL-STARS

. 

Helping  me with  the reporting  and  interviewing  are  my  two 

feline co-workers, Button and Eric. These cats will be my special 

reporters, 

sniffing out all the information you need to 

know

. (Now, I’m going to type this quickly while they’re not 

looking: Button lives up to her name by being as bright as, well, 
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LET THE LET THE 

GAMES BEGIN!!GAMES BEGIN!!

a button. Whereas Eric, her son, is a little more . . . relaxed. He’s 

also a part-time motivational speaker, so he’ll be offering his 

own brand of encouragement to the competitors.)

So as I was saying, I couldn’t ask for two more capable 

teammates. Together we will do our best to bring out the 

stories of our international competitors and to ensure a fair and 

honest Animal All-Stars.

So, the time has finally come. Button, Eric and I would like 

to wish the animal athletes the best of luck and to say:
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THE 100-METRE DASH

EVENT 1:
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Skill: SPEED

 

The  first  event  is  the  100-metre  dash,  so  strap  yourself  in  

and prepare to meet some super-speedy animals. Eight 

contenders are limbering up in the majestic Animal All-Stars 

stadium, which has been specially designed for the games. 

It’s built with recycled plastic, rubber and discarded steel frames 

from old stables. It has fully accessible toilets, a retractable roof  

for protection from the sun or the rain and an array of seating 

options for animals with big bottoms 

(hello, rhinoceroses!) 

and animals without

 (yoo-hoo, snake-y poos!)

. We’ve sold  

out and we can expect a noisy 

(and perhaps smelly)

  

audience who will surely lift our athletes to world-record 

performances.

This  first  event  is  going  to  showcase  some 

serious

 animal 

speed. Now, speed really is quite useful – you can zip to the 

kitchen to grab a snack, dart for the bus when you’re late for 

school or quickly shuffle to the other end of the sofa when your 

smelly sibling tries to shove their stinky feet in your face. Nearly 

all  living creatures  display  speed  at  some  time  or  other 

(OK, 

not barnacles 

-

 they like to take things VERY slowly)

. 








16

Some gad about on four legs, some flap their two wings, some 

have an internal combustion engine that generates the power 

needed to turn an axle and . . . wait, that’s a car, isn’t it? 

Anyway, speed is the measure of how quickly something 

moves  over  a  particular  distance.  So  Button  here  walks  at 

about 3 kilometres per hour (kph), sprints at 25 kph and hops 

at 5.1958 kph.

1

 

1

It all depends on:     

What kind of animal you are, where you live 

and whether you have legs, fins or wings 

Whether or not you’re motivated to win a medal 

in my Animal All-Stars    

Whether you need to run for your life because 

you’re a gazelle with a dodgy knee being 

chased by a hungry lion 

There  are  gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals  for  the  quickest 

animals out there to nab, so let’s meet the animals competing. 

1

1

 Don’t quote me on that.
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Be sure to pay close attention before they sprint right past  

you . . .

Barry the Australian tiger beetle

Our  first  contender  might  not  be  the  most  obviously  speedy 

creature, but trust me, this six-legged critter is a speed demon. 

Just look at the way Barry’s strutting up to the starting blocks. 

He knows it! 








Barry is nothing other than an 

Australian tiger beetle

, an 

incredible insect that can reach 

whopping speeds of 8 kph

 

when chasing down its prey, which includes unsuspecting 

spiders, ants and caterpillars.

Even though 8 kph might not sound like a world-record pace, 

you’ve got to remember that tiger beetles are quite small. So 

8 kph is equivalent to one beetle moving about 

120 lengths of 

its body in just a single second!

 Even the fastest humans 

can only move about 5 lengths of their bodies a second. 

Just 

imagine: if you were as quick as a tiger beetle, you’d 

never lose a game of tag ever again.

But hold on, there’s a problem. Tiger beetles are so fast that 

they regularly lose their sight when they’re chasing after 

their prey. Moving as quickly as they do makes everything go 

blurry – like when your glasses get covered in rain –  so they 

have to slow down to let their eyes readjust. This leaves them 

vulnerable to 

predation

 – and makes it very tricky  to win a 

race . . . 
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