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This book is dedicated to all the believers the world over for whom the following would be true:

“For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.” 

Romans 14:7-9
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A while back, a commentary was done on Matthew’s gospel account in God’s word, which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to pick out some material from Matthew’s gospel account that believers should be aware of and which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who read it!

We are to note that Matthew’s gospel account was given by God to connect the Old Testament with the New Testament, and also to prove to those of the nation of Israel and all mankind that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah, The One that God promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day!

Please note that Matthew Chapters 5,6,7 were covered by an earlier book published under the title, “Jesus’ Sermon On The Mount: Matthew 5 to 7.” Also, Book 1 covered Matthew Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 4; Book 2 covered Matthew Chapter 8 to the end of Chapter 10; and the current book covers Matthew 11 to the end of Chapter 13.

And please also note that there an Addenda with three sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book who might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. And then in Addendum C, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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What The Lord Jesus had to say about John the Baptist!
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As we come to a third book relating to Matthew’s gospel account, we then read at Matthew 11:1, "When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities." And the “instructions,” which The Lord Jesus had just finished giving to the twelve, are those mentioned beginning at Matthew 10:5 with the words, "These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them...," and going on to the end of verse 10:42.

We are to also note here that after instructing the twelve, starting at verse 10:5 and ending at verse 10:42, The Lord Jesus did send them out, even if at verse 11:1 we have no mention of that fact. We know this from the fact that both Mark and Luke were also led of God to give us accounts of this same event and both do record that the twelve were indeed sent out, noting Mark 6:12,13 and Luke 9:6-10.

And we are also told here that The Lord Jesus "departed from there" - although we are not told here where that was, nor are we told at Mark or Luke’s gospel accounts, which means it was not something that God thought was important for us to know. 

Then we are again informed as to what The Lord Jesus was involved in, when He was not instructing the twelve, which was "to teach and preach in their cities" And here, we should not make much of the fact that only "cities" are mentioned, since we were told at Matthew 9:35, "Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness," also remembering the instructions The Lord Jesus gave the twelve at verse 10:11, "and whatever city or village you enter..."  

What is of paramount importance to grasp here is exactly what The Lord Jesus’ ministry was that He had been given of His Father, while on the way to the cross to die as our sin-bearer. Therefore, we see that He instructed those who believed, while those outside the faith, that is, not of the family of God, He reached out to them, which was as we see at verse 9:35, by "teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom." 

In the synagogues, it was for the purpose of convincing the people of the nation of Israel from Scripture that He was Messiah, now come in human flesh, and then everywhere He went, He proclaimed "the gospel of the Kingdom," having come to them as King of the nation of Israel, being the rightful heir to the throne of David (noting Matthew 2:1,2 and Luke 1:31-33). 

It is important for us to notice here that later on the apostle Paul was led of God to carry on the same ministry, noting for instance what we read at Acts 9:20,22, relating to the time immediately after he was saved, "...he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God... Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this Jesus is the Christ," and then also later on in his ministry, as we see at Acts 17:2,3, "[2] And according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, [3] explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ."" 

We then note that in the midst of The Lord Jesus carrying on His ministry to the nation of Israel, Matthew was led of God to give an account of what was presently happening in the life of John the Baptist, now reading at Matthew 11:2,3, "[2] Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples [3] and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One (literally 'coming One'), or shall we look for someone else?"" 

We note here that John was in prison at this time, a fact we have already learned about from Matthew 4:12,13, where we read, "Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum..." What we just read was near the beginning of The Lord Jesus’ public ministry, and now learning that John the Baptist was still in prison meant that John had been in prison for quite a while by this time. 

And it was while in prison that John "heard of the works of Christ..." At this point, it would be of value knowing what we read at Luke 7:18 here, "The disciples of John reported to him about all these things." 

And to learn what "these things" were that the disciples of John the Baptist reported to him in prison, we need to turn back to Luke 7:11-17, where we learn that The Lord Jesus had just raised a widow's son from the dead at Nain, and now the report of this miracle was being reported "all over Judea and in all the surrounding district" (noting Luke 7:17), with the result being that John the Baptist's disciples also told John the Baptist in prison. And so, it was after hearing this report that John the Baptist then sends disciples to The Lord Jesus with the question we then have at Matthew 11:3.

We further note here that Matthew tells us that John the Baptist had sent "his disciples" to The Lord Jesus to enquire of Him. This tells us that even at this point in his life, John the Baptist still had disciples.  Earlier on, we went into great detail on the fact that John the Baptist came as only the forerunner for God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, a fact that he made clear publicly, noting for instance Luke 3:15-17; John 1:19-27; 3:22-31, with his ministry being to simply prepare people for the coming of God’s Son and then point people to The Lord Jesus, once He had started His public ministry, which meant that people were then to place their faith in Him. The fact that John the Baptist had “disciples” was not his fault, for these “disciples” were actually unbelievers, who had so far failed to believe in The Lord Jesus!

And now, in John the Baptist sending some of his disciples to ask The Lord Jesus if He is "The expected One" (literally "coming One"), we cannot escape the fact here that there appears to be some uncertainty in the mind of John the Baptist regarding The Lord Jesus’ identity. And in regards to this uncertainty here, we especially need to note what Luke was led to record at Luke 1:15 regarding John the Baptist, "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the  Spirit while yet in his mother's womb." 

We can be sure that such uncertainty as John the Baptist now exhibits here would not have come from a Spirit-filled man, which leads us to conclude that John the Baptist was no longer filled with The  Holy Spirit and that His ministry as the forerunner had now come to an end. In fact, John the Baptist's ministry ended when God’s Son was manifested to the nation of Israel, which event occurred on the day The Lord Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist (noting Matthew 3:13-17; John 1:29-34), which was when God’s Son formally began His public ministry here on earth at His first coming from Heaven!

And so, in John the Baptist having now fulfilled the ministry for which he had been raised of God for (noting Luke 3:1-6 and John 3:30), being now no longer filled of The Holy Spirit of God, and before he was beheaded by Herod (noting Matthew 14:1-12), he has uncertainty about the identity of The Lord Jesus Christ, and so sends some of his disciples to ask Him, "Are You The expected One, or shall we look for someone else?" 

And it is to help John the Baptist's faith here, while he is in prison, that The Lord Jesus now says to John's disciples, who had come to Him, what we read at Matthew 11:4-6, "[4] Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see: [5] THE BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT AND THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARE CLEANSED AND THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD ARE RAISED UP, AND THE POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. [6] And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me."" 

How encouraging for us as God’s children yet on earth to see what God’s Son does here to strengthen the faith of John the Baptist! Can any one of us doubt that the same is lovingly and graciously being done for us also on a daily basis, noting here what The Lord Jesus said to Peter at Luke 22:32, just before his moment of trial, "but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." 

John the Baptist was not likely experiencing any joy while in prison, simply because doubt appears to have robbed him of his ability to rest in his faith in God. As we read at James 1:6 here, "the one who doubts," as John the Baptist was doing here, "is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind." 

In allowing doubts to cloud one's mind, one is not enjoying the peace of God He intended for us to have as believers. Nor is that person pleasing to God, noting here what we read at Hebrews 11:6, "And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him." But thankfully, as we see at James 1:5 and Hebrews 4:14-16, God is always available to help us in our time of need!

And so, The Lord Jesus tells those sent of John the Baptist, "report to John what you hear and see," with The Lord Jesus then giving a list at verse 11:5 of the works that He had been doing, as led of His precious Father and as enabled by The precious  Holy Spirit, namely giving sight to the blind, enabling the lame to walk, cleansing lepers, enabling the deaf to hear, raising up the dead, and preaching the gospel (of the kingdom of Heaven, noting verse 4:23) to the poor.

And before going further here, it would be beneficial for us to comment further on “the poor” in view at Matthew 11:5. A study of the word “poor” here, which is the Greek word “Ptochos” in the original, has shown that it has two meanings in the New Testament, with the first meaning being metaphorical, as we see with its first occurrence at Matthew 5:3, where we read, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

From this meaning, we learn that the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as have been abased in spirit, which we note only occurs when God is at work to bring this about in a person. What this means then is that God would be at work in a person’s life, preparing one to be saved and enter the kingdom of heaven. 

And so, at Luke 4:18, when The Lord Jesus Christ says, in fulfillment of Isaiah 61:1, "The Spirit of The Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor" (Ptochos), then we are to understand this in the same way, namely that God’s Son was anointed of His Father with The Holy Spirit to preach the gospel to those who are chosen of God for salvation, and  who have been prepared by God to believe in Him, which would be the "poor" in view at Luke 4:18 and also at Matthew 11:5.

Then the second meaning of the word "poor" (Ptochos) in the New Testament is in reference to those who are poor in terms of the wealth of this present world, noting what we read at James 2:5, "Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor (Ptochos) of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?" 

And so, the truth being conveyed to us here is that the majority of those who are saved in time are from the poor of this world, simply because they make up the vast majority of this world! However, as we see above, most of the occurrences of the word "poor," relating to the gospel being preached to them, apart from James 2:5, is used in a metaphorical sense (that is, where a word is ordinarily used one way is applied in another).

And so, in continuing on, we note that John the Baptist was to recognize here what Nicodemus had come to realize, as we read at John 3:2, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him," and in John the Baptist's case, to also especially remember what he had been led of God to already testify concerning The Lord Jesus, as for instance John 1:6-8. 

And in John the Baptist having been used of God as a witness of His precious Son in human flesh to others, God was not about to abandon him here, although John the Baptist was given a final exhortation by The Lord Jesus at Matthew 11:6 here, regarding the truth that "blessed is he who does not take offense at Me." 

John the Baptist may also be in the process of being tested by God here, as we read at Luke 2:34,35, where God had prophesied through Simeon that once His precious Son had come to earth in human flesh, all hearts would be tested in regards to what each one believed regarding The Lord Jesus, as we there read, "And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed - and a sword will pierce even your own soul - TO THE END THAT THOUGHTS FROM MANY HEARTS MAY BE REVEALED."" 

John the Baptist was also to take to heart what The Lord Jesus pointed out to the unbelieving Jews of Jerusalem at John 10:37,38, "[37] If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; [38] but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father." 

Then it is as the disciples of John the Baptist leave the presence of The Lord Jesus to go and report to him in prison what they have just been told, that The Lord Jesus now confirms publicly at Matthew 11:7-15, that the ministry of John the Baptist had been a work of God. And so, we read at Matthew 11:7-10 to begin with, "[7] As these men were going away, JESUS BEGAN TO SPEAK TO THE CROWDS ABOUT JOHN, "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? [8] But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings' palaces! [9] But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. [10] This is the one about whom it is written, 'Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.'" 

As was already mentioned earlier, when looking at Matthew 3, when John the Baptist was first introduced to us, we were told that his ministry began "in the wilderness of Judea," noting Matthew 3:1. Only a ministry that was truly of God can begin in a wilderness and then have people from all over the land go to that person in the wilderness to hear what he has to say. 

And this was now precisely what The Lord Jesus makes reference to here at verses 11:7,8, reminding the people that John the Baptist's ministry began in the wilderness and it was there that they went to see him, being aware when they did see him that he had been living in that wilderness by the way he was dressed. 

And even after coming to him, and then in hearing him, they recognized that this was more than an ordinary man, who was speaking to them, that God was speaking to them through him, noting here Luke 20:3-6 for instance, in regards to what the leadership of the nation of Israel was heard to say regarding John the Baptist, "[3] Jesus answered and said to them, "I will also ask you a question, and you tell Me: [4] "Was the baptism of John from heaven or from men?" [5] They reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will say, 'Why did you not believe him?' [6] But if we say, 'From men,' all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet." 

The Lord Jesus also acknowledges here that the people had believed John the Baptist as being a prophet, and then He further goes on to point out that John the Baptist was more than a prophet - he was more than one of many who gave the people a word from God, noting Deuteronomy 18:18-20 and 2 Samuel 24:11,12 - he also had a very unique function to fulfill in time, which had been prophesied by the prophet Malachi at Malachi 3:1, and which The Lord Jesus also mentions here. 

And that unique ministry was to be the
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