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Chapter 1: The Quiet Corner
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Pip the tree frog hopped into the classroom very slowly. He clutched his oversized yellow sleeves and looked for a hiding spot. The room felt very big and very loud to a small frog.
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He found a quiet desk in the back corner. Pip sat hunched with his knees pulled up to his chin. He hoped that if he stayed very still, he might turn invisible like a leaf.
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Suddenly, a blur of bright orange fur zoomed through the air. Myrna the squirrel landed in the seat right next to Pip with a loud bounce. Her fluffy yellow tail waved back and forth like a happy flag.
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"Hello there!" Myrna chirped with a giant grin. Pip gave a tiny jump because he was not used to such fast neighbors. The desk rattled as Myrna settled into her chair with a wiggle.



​[image: ]


Pip looked down at his wooden desk immediately. He tried to become as small as a smooth grey pebble. He did not want to be noticed by the energetic squirrel.
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Myrna leaned forward with wide and curious eyes. Her red smock crinkled loudly as she moved closer to see Pip. She seemed very interested in her new, quiet friend in the yellow shirt.
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Ms. Lily stood at the front of the busy room. She held a large picture book filled with bright, colorful shapes. The teacher smiled warmly at all the new students.
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"Welcome to class!" Ms. Lily said in a kind voice. She asked everyone to turn around and find a brand new friend. Myrna spun around instantly, but Pip just tucked his head down lower.
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​Chapter 2: The Starry Surprise
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Pip let out a very tiny sigh. He tucked his green hands deeper into his long sleeves. He was not sure how to make a friend while feeling so shy.
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Myrna did not wait for Pip to speak first. She reached deep into her smock pocket and pulled out a treasure. She held a handful of shiny, metallic gold stars that caught the light.
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"Hi! I'm Myrna!" the squirrel chirped loudly. She held one gold star just inches from Pip's nose. It was the shiniest thing Pip had ever seen in school.

––––––––
[image: ]


Pip blinked his large, round eyes in surprise. He retreated further into his collared shirt like a turtle. He was not sure if he should take the gift or hide.

Myrna did not seem to mind the quiet silence. She began sticking the gold stars onto the edge of Pip's desk. She made a little trail of stars that led right to him.

––––––––
[image: ]


Pip watched a star shimmer under the classroom lights. He felt a tiny bit of curiosity peek through his shyness. The stars made his plain desk look like a night sky.
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Ms. Lily began to read a story about a brave explorer. Myrna jumped up to act out every single part. She used her bushy tail to mimic a fierce mountain lion.
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Pip stayed very still in his chair. However, he could not help but giggle at the silly squirrel. Myrna was very loud, but she was also very funny.
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When Ms. Lily asked a
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