

[image: Cover]




    
        
          Abraham's Faith A 30-Day Bible Study Devotional for Women Based on the Life of Abraham

        

        
        
          Faith Series Devotionals, Volume 4

        

        
        
          Mary Jane Humes

        

        
          Published by Mary Jane Humes, 2023.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      ABRAHAM'S FAITH A 30-DAY BIBLE STUDY DEVOTIONAL FOR WOMEN BASED ON THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM

    

    
      First edition. January 16, 2023.

      Copyright © 2023 Mary Jane Humes.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1736038970

    

    
    
      Written by Mary Jane Humes.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Mary Jane Humes

	    

      
	    
          
	      Faith Series Devotionals

          
        
          
	          Naaman's Faith

          
        
          
	          David's Faith: A 30 Day Women's Devotional Based on the Life of King David

          
        
          
	          Esther's Faith - A 30-Day Bible Study Devotional for Women Based on the Book of Esther

          
        
          
	          Joseph's Faith: A 30-Day Bible Study Devotional for Women Based on the Life of Joseph from the Book of Genesis

          
        
          
	          Abraham's Faith A 30-Day Bible Study Devotional for Women Based on the Life of Abraham

          
        
          
	          Jonah's Faith

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Mary Jane Humes’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


[image: ]

Abraham’s Faith

A 30-Day Women’s Devotional Based on the Life of Abraham

Mary Jane Humes



 

Copyright © 2022 by Mary Jane Humes.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the author at hello@maryjanehumes.com.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from the Authorized (King James) Version. Rights in the Authorized Version in the United Kingdom are vested in the Crown. Reproduced by permission of the Crown’s patentee, Cambridge University Press.

Proofreading and typesetting: Sally Hanan of Inksnatcher.com

Cover design: GetCovers

Ordering Information: Quantity sales. Special discounts are available on quantity purchases by corporations, associations, and others. For details, contact the author at hello@maryjanehumes.com.

Abraham’s Faith: A 30-Day Women’s Devotional Based on the Life of Abraham/Mary Jane Humes

ISBN Print: 978-1-7360389-8-7

ISBN E-Book: 978-1-7360389-7-0



[image: ]

This book is lovingly dedicated to my maternal grandfather, Clarence Lester Hornberger (July 13, 1903–February 4, 2003). He was truly a good and godly man whose daily prayer was for precious souls to be saved.


Contents

Title Page

Introduction - Abraham’s Faith

Author’s Note

1. Abram’s Early Years

2. God’s Promises in Canaan

3. Into Egypt

4. Separation of Abram and Lot

5. The Dust of the Earth

6. Abram Delivers Lot

7. Melchizedek and the King of Sodom

8. Abram Considers the Stars

9. God’s Covenant with Abram

10. Abram, Sarai, and the Surrogate Mother

11. Introducing Abraham

12. Circumcision, a Token of the Covenant

13. Sarah and the Promise of Isaac

14. The Visitors and Their Visit

15. Abraham the Intercessor

16. The Story of Lot

17. The Incident with Abimelech

18. Welcome, Baby Isaac!

19. The Plight of Hagar and Ishmael

20. Beersheba—the Well of the Oath

21. God Tempted Abraham

22. Jehovah-Jireh

23. God Confirms His Covenant

24. The Death of Sarah

25. Abraham’s Instructions to His Servant

26. The Servant Meets Rebekah

27. Rebekah’s Family

28. Isaac and Rebekah

29. Abraham and Keturah

30. The Death of Abraham

Epilogue

Dear Friend

Acknowledgments

About the Author


Introduction

Abraham’s Faith

This is the biblical story and journey of Abraham and of his faith in God. Abraham’s great faith in Him, I believe, rests in the fact that Abraham had such a close friendship with God. Abraham was the only person specifically called “the friend of God.” This personal friendship with God has much to teach us, even as we, too, strive to have a close relationship with Him.

In each chapter, the section “Thoughts from Mother Sarah” is derived from the verse in 1 Peter 3:6, “Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement” (emphasis added). This is my attempt, as an author, to speak for Sarah (in her voice, giving her advice, and speaking as a woman with great personal desires). She was the wife of a great man, and today speaks to us as a joyful mother reaching down across the centuries to all of her spiritual daughters. It is my heart’s desire that she would be pleased and honored by the words I have attributed to her.

It is also my desire that this devotional will draw you closer to Christ, help you in your Christian walk, and give you a glimpse of the depth and richness of God’s Word.

Thank you for reading.

In Christ,
[image: ]


Author’s Note

Many times in Scripture, and sometimes in my writing, the word “Lord” is used when referring to a particular passage of Scripture. This designation with all capital letters is not a typo, nor is it used to show importance. Many times the name of God, referred to as Lord, is the translation of Jehovah in the Old Testament.

The reason for all capitals versus the capital “L” followed by lowercase letters is to differentiate the meanings between two different Hebrew words, both translated into the English language as “Lord.” The word translated into the English language from the Hebrew is Lord, all capitals, denoting God’s personal name. The word “Lord” (as compared to Lord) is one of His titles. Psalm 8:1 “O Lord our Lord…” is an excellent example, showing the reader there are different meanings for the same word. The word “Lord” (Jehovah) is not a title of God; it is rather a name of God, specifically God’s personal name.

When the Bible uses the name Lord, the writer is implying a closeness, a friendship, between God and the speaker. It is saying the mighty Creator God and the speaker are on a first-name basis. It is similar to calling your friend by her first name rather than the more formal but very accurate title of Mrs. Jones, for example. When you see the name of God as Lord—all capital letters, know God is showing us that He and the one using His name have a close, friendly, trusting relationship. Many Bible scholars, and I, too, believe the names of both Jehovah and Lord refer to the second Person of the Godhead, none other than the preincarnate Jesus Christ.


Day 1

Abram’s Early Years

BIBLE READING: GENESIS 11:27–32

Learning about Father Abraham: About three hundred years after the great flood of Noah, and nine generations later, one descendant of Noah’s son Shem was a man named Terah. The Bible records that Shem lived for five hundred years after the flood, so Terah and his sons, Nahor, Haran, and Abram were contemporaries of Shem. Terah lived with his family in the city of Ur of the Chaldees. In this city, Terah’s son Haran died and left behind a son, Lot. Terah’s two other sons got married: Nahor to a woman named Milcah and Abram to Sarai. Abram’s name meant “high father,” but despite this epithet, he and Sarai could not have any children because it appeared Sarai was barren.

According to Bible scholars, the city of Ur was a rich and modern city for its time. It was filled with idol worshippers, and its major god was the moon god, Nanna. There is not much known about Abram’s life in this city, but Abram knew his history: the account of creation, the fall of the first parents, the method of sacrificing innocent animals, knowing which animals were considered “clean,” the murder of Abel by his brother, the flood of Noah, the worship of God by Noah and Shem after the flood, and the confusion of languages at the Tower of Babel. Abram also knew the mysterious promise that the LORD God gave the first parents—the promised seed of the woman that was to come would first be bruised by the serpent but would then triumphantly crush the serpent’s head. The first parents enjoyed a friendship with their creator, but, in Abram’s time, it seemed few people were interested in such a friendship.

There must have been a longing in the heart of Abram to commune with the LORD God, like Adam had when God walked and talked with him. Abram knew God wanted a relationship with His creation, and he wanted an audience with the creator Himself. Unlike others around him, Abram realized it was wrong to worship other gods such as the moon god the people of Ur worshiped. Abram reached out to worship God following the pattern that God had taught Adam and Noah. His desire and worship did not go unrewarded. One day, God appeared to Abram and gave him specific directions—he was to leave his country and family and go to an unknown land.

When Abram received this call from God, he most likely told his father, Terah, what he intended to do, Terah thought Abram had a good idea and did not want to be left out, so Terah and his orphaned grandson, Lot, accompanied Abram and Sarai when they left Ur of Chaldees to go to this unknown land. However, before they got to their destination, they stopped and settled in Haran for several years until Terah passed away at the age of 205.

THOUGHTS FROM MOTHER SARAH

Early in my relationship with my husband, I called him “lord.” I remembered what our creator told our first mother, Eve—that her husband would rule over her. I loved Abram and I love our creator, so I wanted to please them both while simultaneously harnessing my quarrelsome, contentious, and bossy sprit, which is what my name “Sarai” means.

Abram said that when I called him Lord, I looked so beautiful! He made it easy for me to refer to him as Lord because he was my leader, my guardian, my lover, my counselor, and my cheerleader. He encouraged me to do the things that brought me personal joy and satisfaction.

My daughters, it is not a sign of weakness when you choose to obey your husband. Submitting yourself to your husband frees you to be the complete, fulfilled, and vibrant woman that you desire to be.

BECOMING A FRIEND OF GOD

If we want a friendship with God, and His blessings too, Abram shows us the way. Although not recorded, Abram must have sought, learned, and researched all he could about the creator God to better worship Him.

Every relationship has its own set of protocols, and becoming a friend of God is no different. If we want to be a friend of God, worship Him, please Him, and have a relationship with Him, then we must also do things His way. Although we come to God just as we are, God loves us enough to not allow us to stay that way.

With any friendship we pursue, we need to find out how we can seek to please our new friend. Having a friendship with God is no different. We learn what God desires and then do the things that are pleasing to Him.

Like Abram, when we seek to be a friend of God, we may find ourselves in the minority. While there are many who give lip service to God and say they belong to God—and they just might—those who seek a solid friendship with God will sometimes find themselves at odds with others who do not seek the same kind of relationship with Him. But God knows the intentions and the hearts of all men and those who seek Him and desire to be His friends are incredibly special to Him. These are the people God calls closer to Him to receive His special blessings.

Words from Abraham’s God

Genesis 3:15 I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

John 15:15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

Acts 7:2–3 He [Peter] said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee.

James 2:23 The scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

1 Peter 3:4–6 Let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.

Prayer

Dear heavenly Father, help me see the benefits of choosing You as my very best friend. Without You, I can do nothing. You have been so good to me, and You loved me before I knew You. So now help me, despite my frail, sinful, human condition, to love You in return. Help me do, daily, what honors and pleases You. Draw me closer to You that others may see my desire to be Your friend and see that You are my friend as well. I ask this in Your perfect Son’s name, amen.


Day 2

God’s Promises in Canaan

BIBLE READING — GENESIS 12:1–7

Learning about Father Abraham: Abraham’s father, Terah, died after Abram and Sarai had been living in Haran for several years. After his death, Abram remembered the LORD’s initial command and knew it was not God’s plan for him to stay in Haran. The land that God promised to Abram was still unknown to him. God promised Abram that He would:


	Make Abram a great nation.



	Bless Abram.



	Make Abram’s name great.



	Bless all the families of the earth through Abram.



	Give the land of Canaan to Abram’s descendants.





If these fantastic promises were not enough, God also told Abram that He would bless those who blessed Abram and curse those who cursed him.

Abram, at seventy-five years old, left Haran with his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and their servants and journeyed to the unfamiliar land of promise called Canaan. Once they arrived there, the LORD again appeared to Abram and told him that the land currently filled with Canaanites would someday belong to Abram’s descendants. Abram responded to these great promises of God by worshipping Him. There he built a permanent altar in this unknown land so he could have communion with God—his friend—and he offered a sacrifice to Him there.

Abram, the newcomer, had unusual practices that differed from the culture of the native Canaanite people. They watched this foreigner as he worshipped his God.

The promises of God to Abram were unconditional. God said that He would fulfill them regardless of what Abram would or would not do. God fulfilled some of these promises in Abram’s lifetime, but most of them reached far beyond his death and continue even to our present day.


	Abram became the progenitor of the Jewish and Arab races.



	Abram was a rich man.



	Proponents of the three major monotheistic world religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam—all revere the name of Abram.



	Jesus Christ came through the line of Abram, and through Him, all the earth was and is blessed.





THOUGHTS FROM MOTHER SARAH

When my lord moved us into the land God told him we were to go to, I sometimes felt lonely and even afraid in this unfamiliar place that my lord called the land of promise. While the promise God gave to my lord was great, the one thing I focused on was having a child. I was sixty-five years old; and although some women lived to be well over one hundred years old and had babies, even in their seventies, I knew I was closer to the end rather than the beginning of my childbearing years.

When we talked about my becoming a mother, Abram wondered if perhaps our child would be the seed of the woman that our creator God had promised to our first parents Adam and Eve.

BECOMING A FRIEND OF GOD

After Abram received his great promises from God, he responded by worshipping God, and his worship included a sacrifice. The Bible mentions “the sacrifice of praise” and “the sacrifice of thanksgiving.” A sacrifice implies that something needs to be killed.

Giving God our thanks is a sacrifice of sorts: when we are thanking God for His blessings, we are refraining from asking something of Him. The sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving get our mind and our focus away from us—“killing” that focus—and instead redirect our focus to God, the source of all the good things we enjoy every day.

Just as the promises God gave Abram were unconditional, so, too, does God offer us unconditional promises. When we accept His wonderful gift of salvation, He has promised to take our soul to heaven, despite what we choose to do or not do in this life. He keeps our soul, and there is nothing we can do that will nullify this great promise of His. If you have received His wonderful gift of eternal life, take some time to thank Him for the safety of your eternal soul.

While God is the ultimate source of our blessings, God uses people to help and provide for us. These people should have our sincere thanks as well. Make it a point to say thank you often. When was the last time you thanked your boss or your husband for something nice they did? Or your children for the joy they bring to you? Or your pastor for his preaching and his prayers? Or your friends for their friendship?

Being thankful to God for all His blessings and showing our thanks to others—for allowing God to use them to bless our lives—makes us stand out among so many other people. It is both a refreshing and unusual attitude in our world today. Just as the native Canaanites watched Abram make his altar and give thanks to his God, so, too, are we being watched by those who do not put their faith in Christ. A Christian who is truly thankful for all of God’s blessings is a testimony to others.

Words from Abraham’s God

John 3:16 God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

2 Timothy 3:2 Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Prayer

Dear heavenly Father, thank You for creating me. Thank You for desiring my company so much that You went to great lengths to secure my soul to be with You forever. You have blessed me so greatly in this life as well. Thank You
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