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Hebrews 11:1-2

I remember when I first began to live for the Lord, Mike Riggs and I were doing a Bible study at noon on the job site, and Mike told me that I should underline the word faith each time it is used in this chapter.  It is one of the most impressive chapters of all the Bible.

You will notice with me that the chapter begins with the definition of faith. This is traditional Jewish literature in that the Apostle summarizes all that he plans on presenting to us in just the first few words.

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

For by it the elders obtained a good report."

Everything that goes after is just an amplification of those few lines. THAT SAYS IT ALL.

I have used as a definition of faith, the phrase, "Believing God enough to obey God." Faith is more than just believing. Faith has substance, it has meat and potatoes. Faith does something with belief.

That is exactly what Hebrews chapter 11 tries to communicate to us using examples of men and women of faith.

THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR

A. The word “substance” is one that has two major meanings.

	The essence of.

	The support or foundation of


1. Its Greek root is found in Hebrews 1:3 where it says that Jesus is the "express image of His person." 

Christ is the very essence of God. There is no difference between Jesus Christ, and God. Jesus said that those who have seen Him have seen the Father. Because there is no difference, they are in essence, the same.

In the same way, faith becomes the very essence of the spiritual things that we hope for.

Think about it this way, there is in essence, no difference between possessing heaven by faith, and being there in person. To possess heaven by faith is the same thing.

2. The other major meaning of this word substance is, a support or foundation.

The word concrete is used in the definition.

One of my first jobs in construction was as a "rod buster" at a paper mill we were building in Wallula, Washington. We spent more than a year of a three-year project putting in the concrete foundation for the buildings that were planned.

I have been told that there is as much weight in concrete under the ground of a skyscraper as there is above ground. The unseen concrete foundation makes what is visible more secure.

Faith is the concrete that supports and holds up our hopes for the promises of God. The stronger our faith is, the more clearly, we can hold on to those spiritual promises.

If your home were sitting in the mud, and began to sink, would you possess the home any less? No, you just couldn't enjoy it as much.

Once we are saved, through an act of faith, how much faith we have cannot change how much we possess the promises of God, but it can change how much we enjoy the promises of God. You see the security of my salvation is not based upon how much faith I have, but whether I enjoy my salvation today is determined by the amount of faith I have.

Faith is the substance of things hoped for

B. But what is it we hope for?

Does this mean that anything I hope for I can have if I have enough faith to get it? Maybe a little.

Psalms 37:4 says

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. (KJV)

It has been my experience as a Christian that God has given me many of the desires of my heart. Most of the things that I have hoped for and desired, God has given to me. It is good to desire things of the Lord. I think it is good to write those desires down on a prayer list so later you can see how God has given those desires.

One the other hand, we must be careful with the idea that we ask, and God gives. He says to first, delight thyself in the Lord! When you do that, you will mostly want what the Lord wants. The things hoped for speaks more about the things God has promised rather than the things we desire.

Just a few of the verses that associate God's promises with hope are.

Acts 26:6

And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers: (KJV)

Acts 24:15

And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. (KJV)

Acts 28:20

For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. (KJV)

Romans 5:2

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (KJV)

Romans 8:24

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? (KJV)

Romans 8:20-21

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,

Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.(KJV)

Galatians 5:5

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. (KJV)

1Thessalonians 2:19

For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? (KJV)

Titus 1:2

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; (KJV)

Titus 2:13

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; (KJV)

Faith is the substance of these promises! We hold on to them, cherish them BY FAITH!

THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN

Evidence means PROOF.

What is the proof that we as Christians have about the unseen world? What proof do we have as Christians, 

	That heaven and hell

	That God and Christ,

	That Satan and the angels 


really do exist? It all comes to us by faith.

Now, we Christians are called upon to walk by faith and not by sight.

2 Corinthians 4:18

While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (KJV)

By faith, the Christian does not live for or look for things that are visible, the material things, but we are to keep our eyes out for the unseen, the spiritual things because by faith we believe that only those things can last.

Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,

THE ELDERS OBTAINED A GOOD REPORT

This is going to be the key to almost everything else that is written in this chapter. The words “good report” could also be “GOOD TESTIMONY.”

You know why God saw fit to include these people's actions in the preserved record of the Bible? Because they obtained a good report, a good testimony from living by faith. 

If we want a good name in heaven, we will have to obtain it by faith. God and the angelic hosts are not interested in what we have accomplished through our own


	Every victory

	Every action  
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