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Dedication
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For the US Department of the Interior, the US National Park Service, and to the rangers and all who work there—thank you for preserving our public lands and for teaching, inspiring, and helping visitors have safer and more meaningful journeys in America’s national parks.

To dedicated national park explorers, who pour their experiences onto the pages of books, websites, and social media platforms: Your wisdom, guidance, and infectious enthusiasm illuminate pathways to new experiences that enhance the beauty in our lives.

And to my beloved husband, father, siblings, and friends—for being so very patient with me while I’m on deadline! Thank you for loving me, and for supporting me in all of my quests to explore our wild and wonderful world.




Introduction

Would you like to:

Touch the world’s oldest, tallest, and largest trees?

Experience the hottest place on Earth?

Journey to North America’s highest peak?

Explore the longest mapped cave system in the world?

You can see all this and more in America’s national parks. There are sixty-three national parks in the United States—spanning eighty-five million acres—and each has distinct qualities that have captured the hearts of visitors from all over the world. Every park has can’t-miss destinations—places that, if you left the park without seeing, you’d regret missing out. 100 Things to See in the National Parks is a collection of these celebrated landmarks, historical places, breathtaking natural settings, and fascinating points of interest found in America’s most treasured lands. While must-see lists are largely subjective, the locations highlighted here have astonished viewers for centuries and have served as sacred landmarks for millennia to native communities.

In these pages you’ll learn about lesser-known spots as well, such as rare arctic sand dunes, colorful volcanoes decorated by endangered plants that glitter like jewels, and scenic byways that carve through remote wilderness you might otherwise have never seen. This book will tell you how and where to find such spots—and will inspire you to want to go!

Each entry lists the location of the featured attraction in the park, the best times to visit it, and how to get there. You’ll also find a Must-See Guide that goes into more depth about what the attraction is, why it is important, and anything you will need to know to plan your trip or enjoy this location.

As you journey through this book and ponder your next must-see destinations, you will learn more about each of the national parks and what makes them so special. Whether you’ve visited some of the parks before or are on a new journey of discovery, you’ll love exploring these unique and awe-inspiring places. Adventure awaits!
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CHAPTER 1 Alaska Region


	Denali National Park and Preserve

	Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve

	Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve

	Katmai National Park and Preserve

	Kenai Fjords National Park

	Kobuk Valley National Park

	Lake Clark National Park and Preserve

	Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve
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Denali Park Road

Your Must-See Guide

With only one established road leading into a magnificent river-strewn landscape, you can understand what makes Denali Park Road so important in terms of seeing the enchanting wilderness that enfolds this national park. It is ninety-two miles long (one way), and private vehicles are permitted to travel only the first fifteen miles of paved roadway to the Savage River area, where you can set up and stay awhile at the designated park campground; venture onward to finish your guided park road excursion; or hop off the bus and explore on your own by foot.


PLAN AHEAD AND MONITOR CONDITIONS

Due to the ever-changing environment and unpredictable weather systems in interior Alaska, always check the official website for Denali at www.nps.gov/dena for updates related to road, trail, and area closures. Because of the park’s popularity, you’ll want to check on permit requirements and reservations during planning and upon arrival.



The remaining seventy-seven miles of unpaved road beyond that point must be experienced aboard a concessioner-operated tour/shuttle bus that offers daily trips to the road’s rugged end at Kantishna—once a gold mining town and now a coveted area to stay in the remote wilderness.

Hopping onto narrated or non-narrated transit bus tours allows for immersive experiences, with several scheduled stops at various points of interest (for example, the Toklat River and the Eielson Visitor Center), as well as unscheduled stops when wildlife unexpectedly appears, which is undoubtedly a highlight of the journey.

Traveling through four mountain passes, sprawling views of spruce forests and untrammeled landscapes spread out in the distance. With every mile gained, the mammoth Denali peak comes closer into view as you near the end of the road. Just a short walk from Wonder Lake at mile marker 85 (markers follow miles of road) sits Reflection Pond, where on a clear day you can capture a mirror view of Denali and the Alaska Range.

[image: Image] Park Snapshot

Denali is mostly known for its wild scenery, braided rivers, abundant wildlife populations, and massive glacier-capped mountains that tower overhead. The park was initially established to protect Dall sheep before extending protections to include caribou, wolf, moose, and grizzly bears—a true prize if you witness all five of them all in one trip! Adventurers love the challenging terrain that makes for unforgettable hiking and backpacking expeditions. There are plenty of experiences for visitors of all ages and all levels of skill and wilderness knowledge. Denali is the only national park with working sled dogs, inviting guests each year to mush alongside them during popular demonstrations hosted by the National Park Service (NPS). It is a haven for endemic and migratory birds, beckoning bird-watchers keen to add to their life lists. You can get a bird’s-eye view as well by hopping on a “flightseeing” tour to soar above the six-million-acre landscape.


• WHAT •

The only established roadway in Denali National Park and Preserve.

• WHERE •

On the northeast side of the park, starting at the park entrance.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

May through September, when weather is favorable, and the midnight sun illuminates the landscape at almost all hours of the day and night. There are off-season travel opportunities year-round, though fewer services and activities will be available during these times.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

The George Parks Highway (Alaska 3) is the only connecter between Denali and Alaska’s two largest cities: Anchorage is two hundred and thirty-seven miles to the south, and Fairbanks is one hundred and twenty-five miles to the north. The national park entrance is located at mile 237, and from there, you can’t miss the entrance to Denali Park Road.






[image: Image]

Denali Mountain

Your Must-See Guide

Standing at 20,310 feet above sea level, Denali towers over the rugged wilderness of interior Alaska. It is so high and large that it creates its own weather systems that frequently shroud it from view, though it is technically visible anywhere in central and south-central Alaska. The Athabascan name Denali translates as “The High One” or “The Great One” and was restored as the official park name in 2016, effectively retiring Mount McKinley. Between its sacred standing among Native Alaskans, its mountaineering history and present-day culture, and the sheer beauty of contoured glaciers that rise high above the area—it is no wonder that Denali is a must-see!


A DIFFICULT JOURNEY

With its steep vertical climbs and harsh weather, Denali is considered one of the most difficult mountains on Earth to climb. Nevertheless, hundreds of people try each year. In 1906, Frederick Cook claimed to be the first person to have reached the top, but that was later proved to be false. In reality, the first climbers to reach the peak were Hudson Stuck, Harry Karstens, and their team in 1913.



It is one of the most isolated peaks on Earth and one of the world’s largest massifs (a compact grouping of mountains). The forever-snowcapped mountain makes the tundra-blanketed slopes of the region look softer and greener. The ice at the top—an area dipping to negative 75°F during the winter—tells the story of the glacier age, and now the modern age of glacier melt, which sends water to flow through the region, feeding wildlife and providing passageways from one area of the landscape to the next. From the mountain of Denali, it all flows downstream. Whether you are seeing it reflected in clear lakes, standing above the landscape, or taking it in from the air on a flightseeing tour—the pinnacle of the national park is sure to take your breath away!
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Denali Mountain is one of the most isolated peaks on Earth and one of the world’s largest compact grouping of mountains. The forever-snowcapped mountain makes the tundra-blanketed slopes of the region look softer and greener.




• WHAT •

North America’s tallest mountain.

• WHERE •

In the south-central area of the park.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

Late May through mid-September is high season, when the days are warm and long—and when you have the best chance of seeing Denali’s peak. Cloud cover hides the high area of Denali 70 percent of the time, so consider yourself lucky if you can catch a glimpse of it during your time there.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

Denali is a coveted area for mountaineers, and how you get there will depend on your exploration goals. To see the legendary peak—which you can do from many areas in Alaska—head to the park’s neighboring town of Talkeetna, Denali State Park, and to the end of Denali Park Road. To experience its terrain on a mountaineering or climbing expedition, contact the NPS ranger staff at the park’s Walter Harper Talkeetna Ranger Station for advice and to obtain information on permitting and planning.
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Arrigetch Peaks

Your Must-See Guide

Want to see a wild and beautiful mountainous landscape in the only region where you can find US national parks located above the Arctic Circle? If that is a yes, then be sure not to miss the Arrigetch Peaks, which are among the most prominent geological features in the Gates of the Arctic. Arrigetch translates in Iñupiat as “fingers of the hand extended,” and these peaks serve as a recognizable landmark to the Native Alaskan Nunamiut people. The fingers, or peaks, really do extend, reaching to the sky and cascading water from their glacier-formed tops into alpine lakes and rivers that flow across delicate tundra and into boreal forests.


BE AWARE THAT YOU ARE ON YOUR OWN

Gates is a premier wilderness park, and with that comes solitude—and solitude here guarantees that you are essentially on your own. There are no services or communications signals, and oftentimes trips need to be extended or shortened if pilots cannot fly due to unexpected weather conditions. Planning and preparation are key.



If this is not your primary destination in the park, you are still likely to catch glimpses of the formation as you fly into Gates. If a flyby isn’t enough, have no fear—there are many private air charter companies that offer flightseeing adventures that soar above the granite pinnacles and glacial valleys that sprawl out from their base.

The Arrigetch Peaks and surrounding areas appeal to backpackers, technical climbers, and mountaineers who prize remote and hard-to-get-to places wherever they can find them. Be certain to check out the official National Park Service website for Gates at www.nps.gov/gaar before your visit. Experience in the backcountry is a must if you plan to guide your own adventure. If you are more comfortable heading into the remote area with a guided group, there are several seasoned operators in the area who know the terrain, history, ethical considerations, and permit requirements.

[image: Image] Park Snapshot

If you want to experience unadulterated wilderness far from the general buzz of humanity, this is the park for you. Gates is listed as one of the top three least visited parks year after year, primarily because of its remote location. The diverse ecosystem is home to an array of natural features—from glacier-carved mountains to forests and alpine tundra. There are six designated Wild and Scenic Rivers flowing through the park, providing passage to humans and wildlife. Subsistence communities in the region continue to hunt the land and fish the waters as they have for millennia. Today, visitors head out on rafting adventures, where they can see grizzly bears, musk ox, caribou, and moose on the riverbanks peeking through the trees. The park has no roads, no established campgrounds or designated trails, and no services—it is just you, your gear, and your travel companions in almost perfectly pure wilderness.


• WHAT •

A collection of dramatic granite spires in the Endicott Mountains in northern Alaska’s central Brooks Range.

• WHERE •

In the remote southwest area of the national park.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

Weather is warmest from mid-June through September. The park lies in the arctic and subarctic climate zone, and weather can change unexpectedly any time of year. Check conditions before you travel.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

Most recreational visitors travel to the area by way of chartered aircraft from Fairbanks or from the small towns of Bettles or Coldfoot outside the southeastern edge of the park. Check with air taxi companies for drop locations if going on your own. If you’re exploring with a tour group, your outfitter likely has transit covered.
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Glacier Bay Basin

Your Must-See Guide

Glacier Bay—among the largest UNESCO-protected biosphere in the world—is surrounded by rugged mountains and dense forests in a land where the native Huna Tlingit preserve a subsistence lifestyle that maintains a connection to their past ancestors. The soul of this park lies in the water, where glaciers have spilled out for thousands of years to feed the icy waterways that provide a happy home for aquatic wildlife and birdlife.

Pushing off from dedicated areas of Bartlett Cove, you can start your guided or solo paddling excursions to explore the marine habitat where humpback whales, sea otters, and a variety of other species glide alongside you as you head deeper into the bay. Beneath your watercraft, large populations of fish sustain marine life, while along rocky shorelines nearby, wolves and bears feed on tidal delicacies.


WHERE TO STAY IN GLACIER BAY

There are a small number of places to stay if exploring Glacier Bay independently of a cruise ship. Bartlett Cove Campground and Glacier Bay Lodge and Tours are two options in the national park, and there are a handful of locally operated accommodations in the nearby town of Gustavus.



The Glacier Bay Tour Boat operated by the National Park Service is a fun and immersive way to spend a day. Careening through Bartlett Cove and Glacier Bay, a narrator on daylong outings teaches visitors about the ecosystem and people of the area while pausing for wildlife sightings along the way. Select cruises lead to famed landmarks like Margerie Glacier—an actively calving glacier where booming echoes of glacial ice hitting the water command full attention.

When your daily summer adventures conclude, the fabled midnight sun blends fun-filled days into long summer nights, allowing your adventure to extend as you relax in the majestic surroundings.

[image: Image] Park Snapshot

In Glacier Bay, travelers come from all over the world to watch humpback whales breach and orcas porpoise the surface waters, while bald eagles soar overhead as commonly as gulls do in most marinas in contiguous North America. The waters protect rich populations of salmon, halibut, and other large species of fish that entice sport anglers keen on dropping a line in the cold Alaskan waters (an activity that is allowed within the national park boundary when adhering to recreational fishing regulations).

The land-based areas surrounding Glacier Bay are not to be ignored. Trails into conifer forests allow peaceful wanders in areas where you are almost certain to see some form of wildlife along the way.

Contrasting the natural experience is an important cultural history to explore honoring Native Alaskan communities that are preserved in artifacts, totems, natural artwork, and narratives that are storied by indigenous peopke of the region and the National Park Service.


• WHAT •

A tidewater glacier-carved bay surrounded by unspoiled Alaskan wilderness where marine life is abundant.

• WHERE •

In the southeast area of the national park, on the Gulf of Alaska and the Icy Strait.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

May through September is high season in Glacier Bay, when the weather is warmest and aquatic animals are migrating through the area.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

There are two ways to get to Glacier Bay: You can arrive via chartered boat or cruise ship, or you can drive from the small town of Gustavus located ten miles from the national park visitor center. Gustavus is accessible by bush flight via Anchorage (and other small towns) or by car traveling in from the Yukon Territory.
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Brooks Falls

Your Must-See Guide

While Katmai National Park and Preserve sprawls across four million acres of pristine wilderness, the scene at Brooks Falls is by far the most famous spot in the park—thanks in large part to the National Park Service bear cams positioned near the falls that transmit the scene to the world, as well as through the work of photographers and videographers who have captured epic action scenes of bears doing their annual dance for food each summer. At any of the three viewing platforms at Brooks Camp, you can watch grizzly bears weighing up to one thousand pounds (along with slightly smaller mama bears and their cubs) paw sockeye salmon as the schools make their way to their spawning grounds upstream.


CONSIDER HIRING A GUIDE

Enlisting a guided outfitter is a smart idea if you plan to explore beyond Brooks Camp. You will learn more about the area with increased safety by traveling with pros who understand the region, know how to respond to unpredictable weather, cross impassable areas, and stay safe around wildlife.



Because of the popularity of this spot and for the safety of the bear populations, there is limited access to Brooks Falls. You can either stay in concessionaire-operated accommodations via a lottery system or, if you are up for camping in bear country, pitch a tent at a primitive campground. Once in the park, your days will mostly be spent on the viewing platforms. You can also enjoy a number of small hikes on established trails and enjoy peaceful forests and the lakeshore—all areas where bear activity is a regular occurrence. The National Park Service offers daily educational programs, as well as day trips to the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes twenty-three miles from camp—where you can explore the remnants left by the eruption of the Novarupta volcano.

[image: Image] Park Snapshot

Katmai National Park and Preserve was originally established to protect the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes. Today, it is best known for its large populations of massive brown bears who steal the show every year at Brooks Falls. Katmai’s protected area is enormous, and wildlife thrives throughout the park thanks to food sources in the forests and on waterways that teem with calorie-rich fish and shellfish found in rivers and lakes and onshore. The salmon that sustain bears through hibernation during long Alaska winters, along with abundant schools of rainbow trout and arctic char, attract sport fishers whom you might see wading through the rivers with a line in hand. Katmai serves up incredible backcountry excursions as well, including paddling adventures along extensive coastlines and wilderness backpacking trips. Flightseeing tours that soar above the roadless geography can be seen overhead from any of these vantage points.


• WHAT •

A legendary viewing location of Alaskan brown bears feeding on sockeye salmon.

• WHERE •

On the Brooks River, one and a half miles between Brooks Lake and Naknek Lake.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

While bears are active from June through September, the best times for bear viewing at Brooks are in July and September, when salmon populations are the most concentrated, both during spawn and at the end of their life cycle.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

The only way to get to Naknek Lake near Brooks Falls is by floatplane from the Alaska town of King Salmon, which can be reached by a commercial flight from Anchorage. You can also get to Brooks Camp by powerboats pushing off from the villages of Naknek and King Salmon.
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Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes

Your Must-See Guide

The Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes is where the world’s largest and most catastrophic volcanic eruption during the twentieth century occurred. In 1912, the later-named Novarupta volcano sent ash and pumice sky-high for nearly three days before it rushed into the Ukak River Valley, transforming forty square miles of wilderness landscape into a barren wasteland. Today, the area is decorated by colorful volcanic ash deposits, braided rivers, and glacier-filled mountains rising overhead. A trip there makes one ponder the turbulent history that resides in what now is pure wildness.


BRING PLENTY OF WATER

The Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes is one of the few places in Alaska where drinking water is scarce. Especially in the month of August, when the temperatures are generally at their highest, it is suggested that you bring plenty of water. Several of the streams in the valley have large amounts of silt, pumice, and sand, which can clog water filters. When you do encounter drinkable water in the Valley, drink up and store some for later.



There are no established trails here, though there are several popular hiking areas including Baked Mountain, Katmai Pass and the Trident Lava Flows, and the Mount Katmai caldera. Rivers and streams that run through the area punctuate a beautiful scene and unusual landscape. Special care should be taken while crossing, as the rivers are swift and the volcanic ash can make for treacherous conditions.

The Buttress Range is a popular place to set up camp beneath starry skies. Plywood shelters built by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) known as “Baked Mountain Huts” were once a popular temporary dwelling option for backcountry backpackers, but they were destroyed by a storm in 2018 and are no longer safe to use.

An easy (in Alaska terms) entrance point is from Brooks Camp located twenty-three miles away, where day-trippers can head out to explore and return at nightfall if staying at Brooks Lodge or the Brooks primitive campsite. Backpackers heading into the area can arrange for drop-offs and pickups days later.
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The area around Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes is decorated by colorful volcanic ash deposits, braided rivers, and glacier-filled mountains rising overhead.




• WHAT •

An area impacted by the largest volcanic eruption of the twentieth century and a prime destination for day trips and backcountry adventures.

• WHERE •

In the south-central area of the park.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

Trips operate from June through October, though July and August usually have the warmest weather. It’s cooler here than at Brooks Falls, and weather can change without notice, so bring layers and appropriate rain gear.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

Fly a commercial aircraft from Anchorage or the town of King Salmon to Naknek Lake near Brooks Falls. Concessionaire-operated buses depart once a day from Brooks during high season. Private charter companies can drop you directly at the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes.
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Kenai Fjords by Boat Cruise

Your Must-See Guide

Exploring coastal Alaska is a one-of-a-kind experience, and day trips into the Kenai Fjords are made easy, as boat cruises operate regularly during high season through national park–operated excursions pushing off from the Seward waterfront.

On half- or full-day sea voyages, you will navigate through glacier-carved landmasses jutting out from the water while taking in stunning views of ice-capped mountains and trees that hug the sea the entire way. On half-day tours in Resurrection Bay, spectacular scenery is met by frequent sightings of birds and sea animals including stellar sea lions, sea otters, porpoises, bald eagles, and colorful puffins whose nesting grounds nestle on the moss-draped sea stacks.


A CRUISE FOR EVERYONE

Kenai Fjords offers many types of boat cruises. Some cruises cater to bird-watchers, some to those looking to get the perfect pictures, and some that are family friendly. Do some research and find the type of cruise that suits your needs best.



Venturing out on a full-day tour, you will see a more expansive ecosystem unfold as you coast to active tidewater glaciers (Holgate and Aialik Glaciers) in Aialik Bay. This area has some of the best whale watching in Alaska, with orca, humpback, gray, fin, and minke whales all migrating through the area every summer. The broader waterways are also home to seabird rookeries and nesting grounds. There is nothing cooler than seeing a humpback breach or puffins nesting on fjords!

Wildlife sightings vary by species, and there are certain months and weeks to get the best look at each kind, so do some research before you plan your trip to identify your sighting priorities.

Ship captains and naturalists onboard narrate the tours while helping to spot animals, identify scenic landmarks, and answer questions along the way so you learn about all you are seeing.

[image: Image] Park Snapshot

Its easy-to-get-to location just under one hundred and twenty-five miles from Alaska’s capital in Anchorage makes Kenai Fjords one of the most accessible parks in Alaska and one of the few you can drive to in just a few hours from a major city.

Recreational travelers love it because there is great camping both in the park and in the neighboring community of Seward. As you travel farther from the marine shores and deeper into the park, outings large and small take shape in the forests, on mountains, and on glaciers that flow out to sea where the unimpaired marine environment couldn’t be livelier!

The mile-high Harding Icefield in the Kenai Mountains is the centerpiece of the park, covering half its area. Harding is the largest icefield in the United States and can be seen on a flightseeing tour or along the Harding Icefield Trail if you are up for an ice-hiking adventure.


• WHAT •

Scenic cruises of various types that lead to some of the greatest land- and sea-based features of the national park—from marine life to rare birds to glacier-carved fjords that enfold the waterways.

• WHERE •

Starting in the northeast area of the park; traveling southeast to areas along the coastline (depending on the type of tour you take).

• WHEN TO VISIT •

Tours operate most frequently from May through early October during prime Alaska tourist season.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

Arrive at the town of Seward by car or boat and head to the national park visitor center to make arrangements for your tour. You can also book trips in advance through the National Park Service website for Kenai Fjords at www.nps.gov/kefj.
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Great Kobuk Sand Dunes

Your Must-See Guide

There are very few dune fields on Earth like the Great Kobuk Sand Dunes. They are located entirely above the Arctic Circle and are the largest active dunes at high latitude, formed over the course of millions of years by glacier movement. While the incredibly pure landscape of powdered sand idles beneath your feet, geological wonders like crystalized jade and schist are scattered throughout the dunes indiscriminately. Lush, delicate wildflowers and arctic grasses surface during the late spring and summer months, lending colorful bursts and interesting textures onto the golden formations.


INSIDER TIP

You can arrange with air taxi companies to have bush pilots let you off right on top of the dunes for an easy in-and-out experience. If you have extra time and resources, camping overnight in the Kobuk Valley with a guided outfitter provides a truly immersive experience!



To step foot onto the sand dunes lends an instant feeling of being one of the only people to ever walk there apart from Native Alaskans and large herds of wildlife. The park is completely wild and nearly devoid of human impact. In fact, so few visitors travel there, seeing a footprint in the sand would be highly unusual, as strong northern winds constantly resurface the landscape by layering decorated patterns across the drifts. What you are more likely to see are animal tracks left by grizzly bears, wolves, and caribou that roam the region.

The Great Kobuk Sand Dunes are the largest of three dune fields in the national park and are the most accessible and arguably the grandest—standing one hundred miles high across twenty-five square miles. There are no established trails, so you can blaze your own path of exploration on the dunes and to the nearby Kobuk River as it meanders through the valley into spruce and alder forests.

[image: Image] Park Snapshot

Your introduction to Kobuk will start in the air as you drink in mesmerizing views of the area before descending to your drop location. Once there, you are smack in one of the most remote (and least visited) national parks with the awaiting adventure of exploring pure wilderness. While you may feel alone, you are not alone—this area is filled with life! Half a million caribou migrate through Kobuk twice each year on one of Earth’s largest great mammal migrations. This is a prime hunting opportunity for the native Iñupiat, who continue their ancestors’ tradition of subsistence living. If you are lucky, you may catch a rare sighting of musk ox, who long ago shared the landscape with woolly mammoths. In the boreal and spruce forests, arctic birds decorate the region with song as a glittering river flows beneath the Ice Age–era mountains of the central Brooks Range.


• WHAT •

Rare arctic sand dunes surrounded by a forested landscape with a river flowing through the area.

• WHERE •

On the eastern perimeter of the park, alongside the Kobuk River.

• WHEN TO VISIT •

May through September during high seasons, after the snow has stopped and when the weather is most predictable. The great caribou migration is best seen by visitors during high season between August and late October, which is also when the sand can be scorching and when thunderstorms are prevalent, which could limit your time on the dunes.

• HOW TO GET THERE •

There are no roads into this remote national park, and only authorized bush plane air taxis are permitted to fly into the park, traveling in from the nearby towns of Kotzebue and Bettles.
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