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This book is dedicated to Susan.  

Photographs on the Cover.

Going Clockwise:

Photograph by John Washburn, 19 October 2012

Camera: SONY DSLR-A100, F-stop: f/10, Exposure time: 1/400 second, ISO Speed: ISO 100

Focal Length: 70 mm (35 mm focal length: 105), Max aperture: 4.97, Contrast: Normal, Brightness: 10.5

Sun Through Grasses

.

Photograph by John Washburn, 20 May 2007

Camera: SONY DSLR-A100, F-stop: f/5.6, Exposure time: 1/500 second, ISO Speed: ISO 160

Focal Length: 300 mm (35 mm focal length: 450), Max aperture: 4.97, Contrast: Normal, Brightness: 8.25

Daisies in the Spring

.

Photograph by John Washburn, 11 August 2013

Camera: SONY DSLR-A100, F-stop: f/6.3, Exposure time: 1/500 second, ISO Speed: ISO 100

Focal Length: 300 mm (35 mm focal length: 450), Max aperture: 4.97, Contrast: Normal, Brightness: 9.5

Sun In Shades of Red

.

Photograph by John Washburn, 20 April 2012

Camera: SONY DSLR-A100, F-stop: f/10, Exposure time: 1/125 second, ISO Speed: ISO 100

Focal Length: 70 mm (35 mm focal length: 105), Max aperture: 4.97, Contrast: Normal, Brightness: 8.5

Red Tulips in Spring
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A sincere, grateful, and appreciative Thank You goes to God Almighty for providing the scriptures here on earth.  With the scriptures we have direction in our lives.  

Thank you to my wife Susan for her support in writing my various books, including this one.  
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Scriptures, Viewing In An Encouraging Direction exists for people that are truly working daily to live good lives, and earnestly trying daily to live good lives, healthy lives (i.e., to live righteous lives).  The book is for people relying on the mercies of Jesus Christ, even Jesus the MESSIAH and his grace.  The book is to encourage them, and to let them know that their souls have great worth.  Keep up the good work of the Lord.
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Behold, this is your work, to keep my commandments, yea, with all your might, mind and strength.

~ Doctrine And Covenants 11:20

All scriptures stand.  Simply said, scriptures are God Almighty’s words.  They have been tested and proved over the centuries and millenniums of time.  This book does not replace the scriptures and is not intended to do so.  The scriptures are always preeminent, unsurpassed, paramount, most excellent, and finest of all.  The scriptures stand.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

~ Philippians 4: 8
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The goal of this book is to further enlighten the minds, hearts, and souls of Christian people into the true goodness, grace, love, and mercy of God Almighty through His scriptures – the words of God on paper.  Or for some, the words of God on a computer screen, smartphone screen, and the like.  Even though the words are black & white typed on paper, read them or speak them aloud and they are living, full of the Holy Ghost, and are alive.  God’s words truly are alive, that is because God Almighty is alive, and He uses His words to touch our hearts.  Also, this book is to increase the love of God Almighty in the hearts of men, women, youth, and children.

Look at the “View In An Encouraging Direction” writing as a commentary, because that is what it truly is.  The scriptures stand and do not change.  Therefore, make sure you go back to the scriptures if you have questions.  

Once the scriptures are understood, the extreme reverence and awe toward God Almighty solidifies in ones soul, in joy, peace, and a firm determination to do good deeds, behaviors, and actions to other people.  All people.  Additionally, it is to help all souls come unto the one and only true God the Father, and His Son Yeshûӑ the Messiah or Jehovah (i.e., Jesus the Christ), and The Holy Ghost (i.e., The Spirit of the Lord).  They are separate individuals (i.e., personages), yet one God united in purpose, understanding, unity, scope, desire, love, mercy, judgment, justice, grace, and action, etceteras.  They are one God.

In the book, the actual scripture appears for studying.  For the Bible, the King James Version was used.  Those selected scriptures, looked on in an encouraging direction, appear for studying also.  A person might ask something similar to: Why did the scripture need to be viewed in an encouraging way?  One answer to that question could be: To allow each human soul to understand the scriptures better in order to get to know God Almighty better, grow closer to Him, and to embrace His full true gospel.

It is extremely important to get to know God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, for that is life eternal.  Jesus the Messiah said while praying to God the Father, “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” (St John 17:3).

Scriptures viewed in an encouraging direction can alleviate the old sectarian notion that God is mean, cruel, vicious, and fierce.  In reality, God Almighty is the complete opposite, full of love, justice, truth, grace, and mercy.  Accordingly, when we humans fall (i.e., error, commit sin, or make a mistake that hurts us and other people), God as our Father of our spirits loves us, and will help us as we approach Him in prayer and sincerity.  God the Father, and God the Son Jesus Christ, plus God the Holy Ghost is a God of love, “for God is love.” (1 John 4:8).

Accordingly, the main goal of this book is to help each one of us human beings to be filled in our hearts with pure true love.  “Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.”  So, let us, everyone, get to know God by growing love in our hearts, souls, minds, and every particle of our human being.  As we truly love, we then know God, and grow towards eternal life.  A life with God Almighty’s love being in and around us always.

Being born again to God Almighty, with Jesus the Messiah as our new covenant Father, is the reality that each person can receive.  Part of that is being baptized by a Priesthood holder that holds the correct authority, and who received authorization to baptize the person.  The Priesthood holder with the correct authority baptizes, and then it is critical to be ordained a member of Christ’s church (i.e., The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints), and receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghost.  The other part is living a Christian life, doing God’s commandments, coming to Him in prayer, and doing good to all people, especially the ones we love and are our family members.

There are two opposite items in life and in eternity.  Regarding moral religion true doctrine there is a right
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