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Chapter 1  What Is The Purpose Of Knowing More About God
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“While Vasudeva was carrying his son Krishna in the falling rain, Lord Shesha in the shape of a serpent spread His hood over the head of Vasudeva so that he would not be hampered by the rainfall. Vasudeva came onto the bank of the Yamuna and saw that the water of the Yamuna was roaring with waves and that the whole span was full of foam. Still, in that furious feature, the river gave passage to Vasudeva to cross, just as the great Indian Ocean gave a path to Lord Rama when He was bridging over the gulf.” (Krishna, The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vol 1, Ch 3)

Friend1: One of the analogies offered by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada that really strikes me is to the two kinds of dictionaries, the pocket and full.

Friend2: What is the context?

Friend1: To explain the difference between Vedic culture and other popular traditions of spirituality. On one side you have the scriptures with no known date of origin. They were only written down later.

Friend2: The shrutis. “That which is heard.” Later the smritis, or that which is remembered.

Friend1: Then you have the scriptures of the yavanas, for lack of a better term.

Friend2: Mleccha, yavana. Basically, anyone who has deviated from the original Vedic culture. The prominent indications are meat eating and alcohol consumption.

Friend1: The comparison is that the Vedas are like the full dictionary. Much larger in size. The other books are like the pocket dictionary.

Friend2: Both are valid dictionaries. You can get an idea about God from the smaller one. We are not saying that the texts are invalid by themselves.

Friend1: Yes, but if you want to proceed further, to satisfy the inquisitiveness associated with advanced intelligence, only Vedic literature will meet your curiosity.

Friend2: Remember, this is not just an exercise for faculty lounge academics. The knowledge is there for fulfilling the highest purpose.

Friend1: That is what I wanted to ask you today. What do you say to the person who says that they do not need to know more about God?

Friend2: That the pocket dictionary is enough for them?

Friend1: Yes. Exactly. They have no concern with dictionaries, large or small. They don’t require hearing the many verses of Shrimad Bhagavatam, for instance. They are content knowing that God is great, that He is the origin and that He will be the savior.

Friend2: Okay, but you don’t know how great.

Friend1: But who cares? Why do I need to know that?

Friend2: Because your appreciation will increase. That is why Vedic literature is known to be endless, ananta. It continues to expand to this day. The saintly people sing of God’s gunas. These are His transcendental glories. There is never sufficient glorification, so the collection of published volumes, whether made public or kept private, continues to expand.

Friend1: I am not saying that no one would benefit from the full dictionary. I’m just wondering what the appeal is for someone who is already satisfied knowing that God is great.

Friend2: Because if you know exactly how great, your appreciation for Him will increase. Notice that saintly people like Narada Muni and Vyasadeva are never satisfied. They know that God is Krishna, or the all-attractive one. They describe Krishna’s glories to so many people and in so many ways. Through these devotional acts their appreciation only increases. The appreciation equates to attachment.

Friend1: And being attached to God is good.

Friend2: Because you will always be attached to something or someone. If you are not attached to Krishna, you will be vulnerable to the temporary pleasures of a material existence. Maya will get in your way. It is safer to be on the side of the Divine. The more you learn about Him, the stronger the attachment will be, as attested to by those who regularly chant the holy names: Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

Friend1: Better to be with the Divine consciousness than to be fixated on illusion.

Friend2: You can take the image of Vasudeva crossing the Yamuna. From a single incident, we learn that Krishna is kind enough to be so small as to be carried by a loving father through a very dangerous situation. Vasudeva risked personal safety for the wellbeing of his son, who had only appeared in the world moments prior. The direct connection with God enables this kind of blissful exchange.

In Closing:

“God already sufficient to know,
Then why to your scriptures to go?
Where endlessly books to read,
For me right now not a need.“
Idea that closer to Him coming,
Life more blissful becoming.
Where in lila’s play starring when,
Like Vasudeva reaching river’s end.
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Chapter 2  Krishna Can Make You Do Things You Never Thought Possible
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“While Vasudeva was carrying his son Krishna in the falling rain, Lord Shesha in the shape of a serpent spread His hood over the head of Vasudeva so that he would not be hampered by the rainfall. Vasudeva came onto the bank of the Yamuna and saw that the water of the Yamuna was roaring with waves and that the whole span was full of foam. Still, in that furious feature, the river gave passage to Vasudeva to cross, just as the great Indian Ocean gave a path to Lord Rama when He was bridging over the gulf.” (Krishna, The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vol 1, Ch 3)

It is the new normal. You have certain possessions. You are living with a certain person. The future involves certain responsibilities. So much to do, in fact, that you have little time to reflect on the past, such as where you were a mere ten years ago. A chance meeting with an old photo tells it all, triggering an instant flashback.

The situation was entirely different. Life was simpler, but there was also hopelessness and despair. Everyone around you had so much. They seemed to be progressing in life. On their way towards bigger and better things. You were happy and content, but at the same time disappointed in the lack of progress, based on comparison.

In other words, it felt that everyone grew up and you were still acting under the model from childhood. When would the shift take place? When would the embarrassment end? You couldn’t give satisfactory answers to the questions that came your way at social functions, so you started to avoid going to them altogether.

Then that one person entered your life. An instant change, but you didn’t notice until later. They gave you so much energy. Confidence. Pride, but not to an unhealthy level. Just higher self-esteem, the feeling that you had done alright in the past and could do more in the future. The challenges would be met with determination and resolve rather than retreat and fear.

In a similar manner, the meeting with the Supreme Personality of Godhead can inspire confidence to facilitate soaring to new heights of achievement and ability. We have an example with the case of the father named Vasudeva.

It was the eighth time being a father with his wife, in fact, that the significant impact could be seen. This child was none other than Narayana, who proved His Divine nature through a direct vision. The words from the newborn were enough; Krishna was God. But to the pious parents He removed any doubts by displaying the Narayana vision.

“Vasudeva saw that wonderful child born as a baby with four hands, holding conchshell, club, disc, and lotus flower, decorated with the mark of Shrivatsa, wearing the jeweled necklace of kaustubha stone, dressed in yellow silk, appearing dazzling like a bright blackish cloud, wearing a helmet bedecked with the vaidurya stone, valuable bracelets, earrings and similar other ornaments all over His body and an abundance of hair on His head.” (Krishna, The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vol 1, Ch 3)

The baby continued speaking, providing directions on what needed to be done next. This birth took place in a jail cell, at midnight, while the asuras around them were sleeping. The leader of that town, King Kamsa, was not to know of Narayana’s arrival, for it would prematurely instigate a conflict that was destined to commence at a later date.

Krishna asked to be transferred to the nearby town of Gokula. How was Vasudeva going to follow through? They were locked up all this time for a reason; against their will. Krishna used His powers to allow the doors to open. The guards were fast asleep. Vasudeva snuck out unnoticed.

Then there was a more formidable challenge presented by nature. How was Vasudeva going to cross the Yamuna River while carrying an infant? The rain was pouring down, adding to the difficulty. Since Krishna was with him, Vasudeva found a way to do the impossible.

The description is that the river gave passage to that father in the same way that it previously allowed Shri Rama, another incarnation of Narayana, to bridge over the ocean and reach the island of Lanka. Baby Krishna was protected from the rain by a suddenly manifesting Ananta Shesha Naga.

Mission accomplished for Vasudeva, and in our struggle with illusion and the debilitating effects of time, the same source of inspiration and protection is there to guide
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