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1And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 

2And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

3And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.  Revelation 12:1-3

The verses from Revelation chapter 12 above reveal two wonders in heaven.  The great wonder is the sun-clothed woman, shown to be with child, and the other wonder is the great red dragon.  In this book, I will attempt to expound on each wonder, and give attention to the past, present and future of both.  I believe that the existence of the two wonders reveals some of God’s plan through the ages where his dealings with mankind are concerned.

This book is divided into two parts, with one part given to each wonder.  Although the description of the woman precedes that of the great red dragon in Revelation chapter 12, I will be addressing the wonder of the great dragon first.  This is because the origin of the dragon can be traced to an earlier point than that of the woman in heaven.  

Further into chapter 12 of Revelation, the identity of the great red dragon is confirmed:

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan...  

Revelation 12:9

I will now turn to consider the Biblical accounts of Satan, starting with the mention of him at his earliest point.

​
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Part One

Chapter One

A lamentation
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Ezekiel chapter 28 appears to allude to Satan’s beginning.  In verse 12 of this chapter, the king of Tyrus is addressed.  The reference to him being in the garden of Eden shows there is an application of the passage that goes beyond this individual.  The only created beings named as being in the garden of Eden were Adam, Eve and the serpent (Genesis chapter 2 and 3), who were present with God. 

12Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

13Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God;...

Ezekiel 28:14 shows that the being that is addressed is an anointed cherub: Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth...  He is not a man therefore, as Adam was.  The only other masculine being that was in the garden of Eden was the serpent.  We are shown that, like the man (Genesis 1:27), the anointed cherub was created: 

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created...  Ezekiel 28:15

When God addresses the anointed cherub, he draws attention to the presence of the cherub in Eden and on the holy mountain of God:

13Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God...14...[T]hou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.  Ezekiel 28:13-14

I believe that the holy mountain of God refers to the mountain in heaven that is mentioned in Hebrews 12:22 and Revelation 14:1. In Ezekiel 28:14, the anointed cherub was upon the holy mountain of God and walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.  I have not found a reference elsewhere in the Bible to an earthly location of stones of fire which can be walked upon, which suggests to me that the location in Ezekiel 28:14 is heaven.  The midst of fire is shown to accompany God’s presence in other passages (e.g. in Deuteronomy 5:4 and 5:24), which perhaps indicates that the stones of fire are where God dwells.  God’s dwelling place is stated to be in heaven in Psalm 11:4:

The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven... 

The anointed cherub can be seen therefore to have gone between Eden (on earth) and the holy mountain of God (in heaven).  When judgment is pronounced on the anointed cherub, it is said: 

16...I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God...

17...I will cast thee to the ground...  

Ezekiel 28:16-17

For the anointed cherub to be told he will be cast out of the mountain of God and cast to the ground, shows that at a future point, he will be cast out of heaven, and cast to the earth.

When compared with the descriptions of a cherub or cherubims elsewhere in Ezekiel, it is apparent that the anointed cherub was not an angel.  The Bible shows that an angel can resemble a man (as seen in Acts 10:22 and 30, Judges 13:3 and 11, and Hebrews 13:2).  In contrast, the descriptions of the cherubims in Ezekiel present these beings as having celestial bodies:

19And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight: when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east gate of the Lord’s house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above.

20This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar; and I knew that they were the cherubims. 

21Every one had four faces apiece, and every one four wings; and the likeness of the hands of a man was under their wings.  Ezekiel 10:19-21

I believe that the anointed cherub of Ezekiel chapter 28 was in a higher position than the other cherubs described.  The word ‘anointed’ can be used to describe a king​[1].  When king Saul was alive, David would refer to him as the Lord’s anointed (e.g. in 1 Samuel 24:6).  Being called the anointed cherub might relate to why he is addressed as the anointed cherub that covereth (Ezekiel 28:14).  As seen in the quotation from Ezekiel 10:19, the glory of God was above the cherubims.  As God is called the most high God (e.g. in Genesis 14:19), I do not think the anointed cherub could be said to have ‘covered’ God, in the sense of being above him.

The word ‘covering’ in the Bible can refer to authority.  This use can be seen in Genesis 20:16 and is connected to power when comparing verses 6 and 10 in 1 Corinthians chapter 11.  If the anointed cherub is understood as a king, then potentially he was the king of the cherubs.  For God to have addressed the passage in Ezekiel chapter 28 to the king of Tyrus might support the notion that the anointed cherub was a king.  Being a king could be said of Satan still, as he is called a king over all the children of pride (Job 41:34) as leviathan, and as the great red dragon, he has seven crowns upon his heads (Revelation 12:3).  

The description of the anointed cherub’s appearance is also different to that of the cherubims, which might indicate that he had greater glory than they did.  The anointed cherub was told:

...[E]very precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.  Ezekiel 28:13

The passage in Ezekiel records how the anointed cherub went from being perfect to iniquity being found in him:

15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

16By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned





	It seems the anointed cherub being perfect in beauty (Ezekiel 28:12) had allowed others to worship him.  The anointed cherub was told his heart was lifted up because of his beauty (Ezekiel 28:17). A similar sin was found in Jerusalem, as her beauty too had a role in her corruption.  Jerusalem was told: But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was.  (Ezekiel 16:15). 

	When compared with 1 Timothy 3:6, the lifting up of the anointed cherub’s heart can be seen as pride, which led to his condemnation.  Despite being made full of wisdom (Ezekiel 28:12), it would seem that he did not fear the Lord (this is later evident in Satan’s response to God in Job 2:4-5).  Elsewhere in the Bible, an individual who was given wisdom but chose not to use it in submission to God was Solomon.  Solomon was not said to have prepared his heart to seek God (unlike some righteous kings) and he did not refuse madness and folly (Ecclesiastes 2:3,12).  The anointed cherub’s wisdom is described as corrupted in Ezekiel 28:17.

	The anointed cherub is said to have a multitude of merchandise.  When Christ overthrew the moneychangers in the temple during his First Coming, he stated:  ...Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise.  (John 2:16). Those who had been selling animals in the temple had been treating the holy place irreverently, for their own financial gain.  If the anointed cherub’s merchandise represented a similar action, potentially he had been blaspheming God’s holy mountain, to serve his prideful ambitions.  Merchandise is associated with the great whore of Revelation, the abundance of whose delicacies cause the merchants of the earth to wax rich.  When she falls, this merchandise is no longer bought (Revelation 18:3,11).  There does seem to be a Biblical connection therefore between merchandise and sin.

	The sin of Esau might reflect that of the anointed cherub.  As with the anointed cherub’s use of merchandise, Esau sold his birthright.  He treated that which he had been given by right with contempt, for temporary personal gain.  Esau was described as a profane person in Hebrews 12:16, and he went on to be rejected by God (Hebrews 12:17).  This outcome is the same as that pronounced on the anointed cherub, following his iniquity being found.  The anointed cherub will be cast out as profane out of the mountain of God (Ezekiel 28:16).  

	In 1 Kings 21:25, it is said of king Ahab that there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.  The verse that follows refers to the idol-worship that Ahab practiced: And he did very abominably in following idols... (1 Kings 21:26).​[2]  In the Bible, idolatry and blasphemy are often shown to be practiced in high places such as mountains and hills (as referred to in Isaiah 65:7).  Perhaps this sin originated in the idolatrous   worship of the anointed cherub on God’s holy mountain.

	The devil’s encounter with the Lord Jesus in the wilderness during Christ’s First Coming might give indication of how he was willing to sell the glory he had in return for worship.  This encounter also took place on a mountain:








	The indication that false worship had taken place can be found when comparing the judgment pronounced on the anointed cherub with that received by Nadab and Abihu.  In the setting of the holy tabernacle of God, Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire before the Lord. We are told in Leviticus 10:2: And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.  The anointed cherub was told therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee (Ezekiel 28:18).

	The anointed cherub was told thou hast sinned in Ezekiel 28:16. In 1 John 3:8, it is said the devil sinneth from the beginning.  When cross-referenced with John 8:44, Christ said of the devil: He was a murderer from the beginning.  It appears that, as with Jezebel’s effect on Ahab, those who worshipped the anointed cherub, stirred him up with violence: By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence (Ezekiel 28:16).  Potentially those who worshipped the anointed cherub went on to become his angels (as referenced in Matthew 25:41: the devil and his angels).  I believe that the violence that the anointed cherub was filled with caused him to desire to murder, or attempt to murder God (when taking Christ’s statement in John 8:44 into consideration).  Such a desire would be consistent with Satan’s attempts to murder God during Christ’s First Coming: through Herod trying to destroy Christ when he was a young child, through religious leaders trying to stone him later, and finally, when Christ was crucified.
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