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Chapter 1: The Fall of the Russian Empire
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On one wet rainy night in the city of Moscow, Russia there was a boy by the name of Dimitri Lityazski he grew up in a ever changing world as he was born at the end of the 1800’s the world was going through an industrial revolution in 1897 the Russian Empire was a growing super power in Eastern Europe and on the world state. Dimitri Lityazski was the son of Mikhail Lityazski a Russian banker who was born and raised in Moscow his family was considered Middle Class by the royals and nobles but to the lowerclass Russian people many seen them as upperclass civilians since they were well off compared to most Russian people. The Lityazski family were well educated people who rose from being Industrial Labourers to Scholars and Bankers. They would move from the outskirts of Moscow to downtown to make life easy and convenient in day to day affairs. Mikhail remembers growing up taking a lot of horse and buggy trips across the Russian countryside between Moscow and Warsaw; he had always found both Poland and Belarus to be enchanting. Dimiti’s mother Katarina was born in Warsaw the daughter of Polish farmers. Dimitri often visited family when we went to Warsaw and to Poland it felt more special as he saw his fathers family on a daily basis living in Moscow. The first ten years of his life he was sheltered from the outside world he often went to school and helped his dad with manly shores at the house or occasionally came in to do labour work at the bank being the maintenance man of the bank already by the time he was ten years of age it was a little easier then what his grandfather did who worked for a local factory in Moscow.

Dimitri was a calm, reserved, hardworking, intelligent and quiet kid who watched and listened to the world around him and his family he knew the Russian Empire was adapting quickly the Russian Empire was cracking and fracturing small clues appeared time to time throughout his childhood and youth by the time he was 15 years old in 1912 tensions arose that people in the streets of Moscow were whispering all the time about the weakening power of the Tsar and about separatist movements growing across the Empire. Dimitri first experienced death when his grandfather died that year his grandmother had passed away when he was a baby so he did not remember her but his grandfather had lived in Moscow his entire life working in the factory. The Catholic church was a big part of their family's life. Russia had many religions and cultures but the Catholic faith was his; it was the common belief system both his Russian and Polish family had in common besides being Slavic. Dimitri was 17 years old when World War 1 started the Russian Empire had become close with the British and the French. A lot of political ties were determined by royal houses across Europe. The Russian Empire would fight against the Central Powers of three Empires: the Ottomans, Germans and Austria-Hungary.

Luckily for his father he was too old to fight he would remain a banker his mother would get sick with a disease that year and pass away he would travel to Warsaw where he heard many stories about the ongoing war as they would be close to the border he would take a train back to Moscow when he arrived he would be given notice that he could no longer work a civilian job as the Russian Empire needed all capable boys and men to fight for Russia or to assist with the war effort. Dimitri thought of many of his cousins who had already been drafted although he would not be drafted in 1914 he would be made to temporarily replace his grandfather's job in the factory which had now converted into making bullets and ammunition many females and young boys or men worked in the manufacturing plant that was once a sausage factory. Dimitri for the first year of the war worked in manufacturing until in 1915 he along with  few other of the adult 18 year old boys were ordered to leave Moscow Dimitri said farewell to his father at the bank who had become a bitter and quiet man since his mothers passing the year prior. Dimitri would leave his life in Moscow behind for good as the war would change everything with the Russian Empire warring with the Germans and Ottomans it made the future unpredictable the cart that Dimitri boarded would be escorted from Moscow to a train stationed which him and the other young men of his city would be taken to Minsk with Russian Soldiers.

Dimitri was still a bit under then the age of conscription he may not have volunteered for the army but it seems he was still doing the dirty work of the Empire as he went from a job of his choice to having to work for the Russian elites he was even now in a whole different territory Belarus is a modern country today but back that it was a territory of the Russian Empire. Minsk was a huge center for production and manufacturing during the war he had some distant cousins who lived in Minsk but most of them where also drafted to the Russian Army as a 18 year old Minsk was an adventure he worked in manufacturing of bullets and production of weapons he spent another year of his life slaving away for the Russian Empire at the age of 19 the war had gone on for two years it was 1916 when Dimitri finally questioned orders he recalled in the last letter he wrote to his father that his father had finally retired from the bank and was alone in Moscow but promised Dimitri he would go to the hospital once he could no longer live alone in case this war would keep him away from Moscow for years, Dimitri always tried to think ahead there would be two men sitting in a slow moving vehicle. One of the men who was smoking a cigar would be the driver he would pull over and the man in the passenger seat drinking vodka got out and yelled “Hey kid you want an opportunity to get off these streets?” Dimitri came running and the man had a light brown mustache and a small rounded top hat he said “We need new police men to get in and start a new life or stay and be a poor man.” Dimitri hopped in the car and would take them to a city called Brest.

Brest was located in modern day Belarus on the border with Poland at this time it was still a part of the Russian Empire. Dimitri had managed to avoid the draft by becoming a police officer and agent of the Russian Empire commissioned by the royal family before their collapse of power. In February of 1917 the Emperor would be taken off the throne and several political groups were emerging. At 20 years old Dimitri was policing Brest and many of the surrounding communities while Russia was going through a political reform of their government he had seen many riots and protests across the country. As the Soviet Union, Russian Republic and Socialist revolutionaries began to argue over who was right another revolution took place in October many of his friends from across the Empire would die in these revolutions or from World War 1 he knew he took a safe route as a police man but he didn't know how long as it would be hard to remain a sitting duck in a changing country his father would write him that year informing him he was now living full time in the hospital in Moscow he had paid for his future death arrangements and would be buried in Moscow they agreed for him to sell the home the inheritance would be transferred to his account which Dimitri would eventually deposit expecting the country to go down anyday. By the end of World War 1 Dimitri had become the finest detective and police man in the western states of the Russian Empire; he would catch wind from his superiors that the country was going down fast so he would plan an escape.

Dimitri had never been a political person the whole left wing or right wing arguments really made no sense to him as people were being murdered, assassinated or killed from constant warfare 1918 was the beginning of the end of the Russian Empire he would disappear in the middle of the night before things got to bad he would leave the Russian Empire stepping into Polish grounds he would stay out of the way and to the countryside as he would eventually trade and acquire a horse for some of his supplies. When Dimitri returned to Warsaw in 1918 the Polish were marching for their independence he stayed with his cousins who were living in poverty his stay in Warsaw would get them through some hard times he would live underground in Poland for two years in 1920 he was a young adult who had avoided fighting in the world war and had also avoided getting involved in the Russian Civil War he was a man that had no desire to fight. Some Polish protestors would see him one day walking down the street. They would jump on Dimitri saying "There's a Russian!” Dimitri would fire off his pistol, scaring the crowd he would be so freaked out that he would pack up and leave Warsaw that night living on the road again. Dimitri felt there was no where a man could hide as war and conflict existed around them; the devil was around every corner. Dimitri wore a cross necklace and prayed every single day Poland had become a Republic but with wars and conflicts with Russia tensions were still high for anyone born in Russia.

In Dimitri’s escape of the Russian Empire his home had become the Soviet Union a communist government reigned supreme replacing the Empire many of the Baltic States became independent countries as did Poland but now he felt like he did not belong anywhere he would move into Ukraine little did he know the Soviets were also moving into Ukraine to reclaim territory they had lost from earlier signed treaties and from separatist movements in the region Ukrainian people were split and in just as much political turmoil as what the Russian Empire had been in as they tried to fight for their independence it would be short lived in the final days of the Russian Revolution. In 1920 he would be recruited by the Ukrainian government he would find himself tracking down and researching a lot of high profile people and reporting it back to special forces little did he know he was working for communist supporters who had a vision in making Ukraine a big part of the Soviet Union he had lived in Volyn when he was hired he noticed that over his year of living and traveling across Ukraine it would become the Soviet Union and many of the high profile targets he identified and researched would go missing taken by the Soviet special forces of Russian agents. Dimitri would find himself to be both a spy and an agent for the Communist government of Ukraine he spent another year helping the Soviets find and eliminate any targets of resistance in Ukraine he would settle down temporarily in Kyiv the former capital of Ukraine which was under full Soviet control in 1922 as a youth developing into a man he was at a time in his career and life where he redefined his skills he served Lenin.

Josef Stalin was making his rise within the Soviet Union’s government and plotting moves on Lenin an internal power struggle became a common scene within Russia after the fall of the Russian Empire the Soviet Union sought to replace it and recapture the Empires territories but the oligarchy of power fore led by a dictator created a system of fear not respect something the royals moved away from before their fall. Dimitri stayed silent every persons house he walked up to or drove outside of always disappeared his missions where secret and he barely interacted with his employers. Dimitri began a cycle with no past or present left for him to hold onto and the future seemed to end in an untimely death by someone's pistol if they didn't comply with their street leaders. Everyone felt they had to keep a look out behind their back he had lucked out in his return to Russia since nobody knew of his time in Poland he became comfort with his life in Kyiv he would get an apartment not too far from the police station he was in a position where he was close enough to see his civilian counterpart he also visited the Russian Army base often to between the two landmarks he always made correspondence or would have a runner meet him on his walk about he often went for coffee everyday at the same spot down the street. Dimitri would meet a girl named Yelena who was Ukrainian she worked at the cafe where he got his coffee every morning he get to know her over the course of a year or two eventually turning into casual flirting by 1924.

Dimitri had completely adapted to life in the Soviet Union
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