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Introduction

 

Seismic global shifts of our time alter the nature of the threat to Western civilization – yet they also open unprecedented opportunities for peace.

As this book shows, a new path to peace emerged which has nothing to do with legacy peace frameworks and assumptions – those only stand in the way.

While the focus in 2026 has naturally been on Iran, we are also at a pivotal point in Europe’s dramatic fall from grace. 

Europe, which dominated the world for 2,000 years, has not come to terms with last century’s swift shift of power to America, and is actively challenging US global leadership. It created a new power-base, legal might, to counter America’s military and economic might, and identified a vector to attack America (”big war criminal”), through Israel (”little war criminal”).

My column in The Jerusalem Post has been analyzing those historical changes, while applying the frameworks from my previous book, The Assault on Judaism, to make policy recommendations.

This new book amalgamates those column articles into a cohesive narrative. It shows the interlinkage between the various geopolitical developments and how they lead to a new vision for peace:

Part I places our era’s monumental changes in their historic context. It shows that those shifts require us to dump old frameworks, such as the ”two-state solution”, as well as move away from the human tendency to go back to the way things were. 

Parts II and III delve into the growing Europe vs. America divide, and how it is shaping the contemporary assault on Judaism. 

While the first three parts of this book show how the assault on Judaism matured in 2025 into an imminent threat to global stability, the last two parts suggest strategies to counter the assault (Part IV), and turn it around towards peace (Part V).

Part IV outlines immediate actions President Trump can take, including ways to neutralize the growing threat of lawfare and remove artificial hurdles to peace placed by Europe.

Part V offers a revolutionary approach to peace that is based on organic Middle Eastern realities, not Western-imposed thinking – paradoxically, realities that were generated through the assault on Judaism described in the first three sections.

Indeed, a unique set of circumstances emerged in 2026 that could lead to sustainable peace in the Middle East and beyond.

This book is based on articles that were written to generate impact. I would like to thank all those who funneled those articles to the right places.

Over the last two years, we have witnessed miracle after miracle, as the Jewish nation was fending off a simultaneous physical assault coming from Iran and its proxies, and an ideological assault coming from Europe and its proxies. I am constantly and eternally grateful to God for all the miracles that enable our cherished life here at home. I hope this new book can help us chart a path from survival towards peace, and pray that in doing so, God will bless our leaders, fighters, thinkers, learners and doers with good advice and great success.


Part I 

 A Changing World – Requires A Paradigm Shift

 


1

Strategic threats: Turkey rises in the Middle East, Israel-bashing rises in the West

 

In a 2009 Tel Aviv University lecture, the elderly British professor, Bernard Lewis, surprised the audience: One day, Turkey and Iran might switch; Turkey could become like Iran, and Iran like Turkey.

This was met with giggles and smiles by the crowd, which included Israeli business leaders, politicians, and academics. After all, Turkey is our ally, a member of NATO, which was on a trajectory to become part of the European Union. This was while Iran was trying to build its stockpile of weapons of mass destruction, acquire nuclear capabilities, and tighten its reign on the Middle East through proxies.

I shared Lewis’s comments in think tank discussions  we held in New York in the early 2010s about a series of position papers I authored on the transformation of Judaism – a precursor to my 2022 book, Judaism 3.0: Judaism’s Transformation to Zionism.

We connected the two seemingly unrelated topics – both representing a seismic shift of a strategic threat:

Lewis was warning about a potential seismic shift of a physical threat; I was warning about a potential seismic shift of an ideological threat.

As Zionism is becoming the organizing principle of Judaism, the threat to the survival of Judaism is shifting from traditional antisemitism to Israel-bashing and anti-Zionism.

Indeed, today, some 15 years later, more people are concluding that we are in the midst of such shifts, on both those fronts.

 

Physical threat: From Iran to Turkey?

In the last two years, Iran suffered a significant blow to its grip on the Middle East and is now facing serious external and domestic survival challenges. At the same time, Turkey, which is no longer a Europe-facing liberal country, is expanding its influence in the Middle East, including through a new apparent proxy in Syria.

Some experts believe that we are heading toward a change from a Middle East based on two enemy powers – Israel and Iran – toward a very different Middle East based on Israel and Turkey as its power bases.

Also, during the last two years, we saw a sharp escalation of the threat to Judaism from the West, funneled through the Israel-bashing ideology. 

 

Ideological threat: From Antisemitism to Israel-bashing

The November 2024 International Criminal Court arrest warrants against leaders of the Jewish state, along with instilling a modern-day blood libel that Israeli soldiers are partaking in deliberate starvation of Palestinians, are just two examples. The immediate affirmation of these blood libels by European countries, along with pledges to collaborate with efforts to arrest Israeli Jews, is another.

And yet, just as there has not been sufficient focus during the last 15 years on Lewis’s warning of a possible seismic shift of threat from Iran to Turkey, there is not sufficient focus on the possible seismic shift of the strategic threat – from the Middle East to the West.

I spent the last weeks of 2024 on a US tour for my book, The Assault on Judaism: The Existential Threat is Coming from the West. Offering new strategies to counter the threat, I got occasional pushback for drawing the attention of decision-makers and influencers to an amorphous ideological threat coming from the West at a time when Israel is facing a serious physical threat from Iran and its proxies: Missiles are coming in daily, Israeli soldiers are being killed every week, and over 100 hostages are still held in Gaza. 

Let Israel win the physical war first, and then launch your book. "This is a 2025-2026, post-war book," I was advised.

Thankfully, many people to whom I presented the book chose to address its ideas: We are in the midst of a fast-moving, multi-front attempt to negate the idea of the Jewish state, and through it, the idea of Judaism. Western opinions are being formed day after day. If we wait till after the physical war is over, it might be too late. 

Lewis was born during World War I, when the Ottoman Empire still existed, and passed away in 2018. Learning from him, we should understand the depth of long-term processes and not just analyze what is evident on the surface. 

In this realm, we should recognize that the assault on Judaism from the West is a byproduct of the 2,300-year-old European opposition to Judaism, which Theodor Herzl, the visionary of Zionism, deemed as chronic. The 1948 establishment of the Jewish state did not end this feud; it merely provided a tangible vehicle to funnel the opposition by Europe and those who adhere to European ideology.

The Western assault on Judaism is also a proxy for an assault on America and should be treated as a US national security issue. As the new administration was about to assume power, I argued that a fresh look at the threat-map facing the United States and its allies is needed.

With new, non-obvious threats emerging, dynamic new strategies should be put in place to counter them.

 

 

The Jerusalem Post, January 8, 2025

 

 


2

Era of seismic changes: Dump old frameworks

 

In the last year, we have witnessed some seismic changes in the Middle East: the modern concept of Syria collapsed, and with it comes a new threat to the countries created in the last 100 years. At the same time, Iranian influence in the Middle East is significantly weakened, while Turkey is rising as a significant regional power.

As Trump’s inauguration approached, it became clear that big changes were on the way. Even before taking office, he announced his intentions to acquire Greenland and possibly the Panama Canal, and he raised the idea of ending Canada’s independence and turning it into a US state.

When seismic changes occur, legacy frameworks of the old circumstances become obsolete.

One can remember the pundits’ debates in Israeli media in the 1990s about the depth of withdrawal Israel should offer in exchange for peace with Assad’s Syria: Should Israel allow Assad to control the water of the Sea of Galilee, or should Israel insist that his forces be stationed a few meters from the water?

Today, Assad is out of Syria, the Golan Heights are recognized as part of Israel, and, as the popular Israeli song "My Daughter, Are you Crying or Laughing?" goes, "There are still guns on the [Hermon] mountain, my daughter, but they are threatening Damascus." Indeed, if anybody engages in a debate today about whether Assad should be on the water on the Sea of Galilee or just near them, he would be mocked.

One can also remember the debates in the early 21st century about the two-state solution and "land swaps" – the idea that in exchange for Israel keeping "settlement blocs" in Judea and Samaria, Israel will give the Palestinians areas adjacent to Gaza, effectively extending the Gaza Strip.

One can only imagine what October 7 would have looked like, if this had been the case.

Indeed, in the new world realities, not only the idea of expanding Gaza should be ridiculed, but so is the idea of the two-state solution – an obsolete framework, irrelevant in today’s circumstances.

Seismic changes occur not only in geopolitical circumstances, but also when it comes to ideological threats.

For much of the 2,000 years of exile, the threat to Judaism came from religious-based European hatred. When a new form of opposition to Judaism emerged in the late 19th century, called antisemitism, many dismissed it as merely a political view. 

Indeed, antisemites did not level theological or religious accusations against the Jews, nor did they accuse Jews of using the blood of Christian children to perform religious rituals – they merely suggested that Jews were "occupying Europe" and corrupting humanity. (Later, the term antisemitism was retrofitted to include all forms of Jew-hatred – contemporary and historical).

European attitudes towards Jews were going through a dramatic shift at the turn of the 20th century, yet, Jews and their allies were not sufficiently alarmed, since they were captured in their old conceptions – those that were relevant in prior centuries of European opposition.

A similar dynamic exists today. As discussed, we are in the midst of a fast-moving multi-arena attempt to negate the idea of the Jewish state, and through it, to negate the idea of Judaism. In 2025, attempts were made in a number of European countries to arrest Jews (again) and charge them with war crimes – part of an effort to demoralize and humiliate the Jewish nation (the more it changes, the more it stays the same).

And yet, this imminent threat to the survival of Judaism is not getting sufficient attention. Much of the focus remains on countering traditional antisemitism.

Whether it is geopolitical or ideological, seismic changes require us to dump old frameworks and adopt new strategies. Yet, it is hard for the collective human consciousnesses, and big systems, to internalize big changes as they occur. There is a natural tendency to operate within the confines of old obsolete frameworks and conceptions.

This is the case today, this was the case at the turn of the 20th century, and this has been the case since the beginning of time.

 

 

The Jerusalem Post, January 20, 2025
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Ready for an avalanche? The Jewish state at a crossroads

 

The years 2025-2026 present a rare confluence of circumstances that can lead to a dramatic change in the realities of the Jewish state. This includes a shift of power in the Middle East, the fall of Syria, Israeli presence in Lebanon and Gaza, and indeed, a courageous American president who is not deterred by audacious ideas.

Are bold changes in Israel’s interest? Bearing in mind that seismic changes come with enormous risks, should Israel’s objective be to go back to a somewhat improved version of the pre-October 7 status quo? Or should it aim for dramatic post-war paradigm shifts on key strategic issues?

In thinking through this question, we can learn from two episodes in our history when similar bold decisions needed to be made.

 

Herzl setting an avalanche

In January 1896, as Theodor Herzl was set to publish a book that would forever alter Jewish realities, he was under intense pressure to abort its publication.

Jews at the time were enjoying unprecedented stability, security, and peace in Europe. The ideas of his book, The Jewish State, could be misunderstood, and threaten the safe and inclusive environment for Jews in Europe.

After his Jewish milieu failed to dissuade Herzl, his boss, the editor-in-chief of the prominent Austrian liberal newspaper, Neue Freie Presse, summoned him for what Herzl called a "showdown discussion."

The editor, Moritz Benedict, a Viennese Jew himself, warned Herzl about the magnitude of the danger: "No individual has the right to take upon himself the tremendous moral responsibility of setting this avalanche in motion and endangering so many interests," he told Herzl.

Benedict was right; Herzl had not been elected or chosen by anybody to take such a risk on behalf of the Jews, and indeed what Herzl was about to launch was nothing short of an avalanche that would alter Jewish realities.

Benedict warned Herzl: "We shall no longer have our present fatherland [Austria], and not yet have the Jewish state."

Herzl, who foreshadowed those ideas in an article, rejected his boss’ pleas, telling him, "It no longer belongs to me but to the Jews."

 

Moses starting an avalanche

Similar dynamics existed some 3,300 years earlier in Egypt as Moses was set to change Jewish realities by killing an Egyptian man who hit a Hebrew.

The situation in Egypt then, as in the Europe of the late 19th century, seems to have been tolerable: While taxes were high (then, as in King Solomon’s time, taxes were levied in the form of slavery) and edicts strict, it could have been much worse (as, indeed, it became later).

Moses risked it all in killing the Egyptian. Just like Herzl, Moses too was not elected, nor chosen by God at that time (this was long before the burning bush revelation).   

Moses’ "showdown discussion" came the next day, as he intervened between two fighting Hebrews. One of them, described as the rasha (evil), brought up the killing of the Egyptian and reprimanded Moses in a manner similar to that of Benedict in reprimanding Herzl: "Who made you a ruler and judge over us?"

While Moses and Herzl did not have the authority, they saw something that others did not:

Herzl realized that underneath the polite European pleasantries hid a deeply rooted opposition to Jews and Judaism, which was about to explode in lethal ways.  

Similarly, Moses possibly realized that underneath the merely "political issue" of "over-taxation" lay a danger to the survival of the nascent nation of Israel. 

It is the same today. Under the surface of Western pleasantry lies a rapidly expanding attempt to negate the idea of the Jewish state and, through it, the idea of Judaism. This attempt is becoming ever more mainstreamed and codified into Western culture (more on that later in this book, as well as in my previous book, The Assault on Judaism).

The Jewish state must take this into consideration as it decides if to angle for monumental paradigm shifts in 2025-2026 – when it comes to its engagement with its enemies, alliances and arrangements with its Arab neighbors, as well as when it comes to its borders, and exercising its right to Judea and Samaria.

Just as was the case with Herzl and Moses, the answers are not obvious, but this time there is something different.

 

The authority to set avalanches

As discussed, neither Moses nor Herzl had the perceived authority to act on behalf of the Jewish nation at the time that they set off their avalanches. Moses’ mandate from God was decades away, and Herzl’s convening of the First Zionist Congress occurred over a year and a half later.

But unlike Moses and Herzl, the people making the big decisions for the Jewish nation today do have the authority to do so.

The Jewish state that was established thanks to the daring actions of Moses and Herzl has elected leaders and so does the United States, the Jewish state’s staunch partner in its battle for survival.

Indeed, we, as journalists, pundits, and citizens, do not have the full picture, and should pray that God bestows our leaders with wisdom and good advice.

Yet, we do have the ability to apply the lessons of history, identify recurring patterns, and warn decision-makers of non-obvious threats.

 

 

The Jerusalem Post, January 23, 2025
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