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The History of Wicca

There is no one true history of Wicca. The
history of Wicca is as varied as its current day practitioners.
Some individuals believe that modern day Wicca stretches back
through history in an unbroken chain all the way back to the
cavemen. Some claim to be hereditary Witches with their lineages
going back for hundreds of years. Others believe that modern Wicca
is a creation of a man named Gerald Gardner. The type of Wicca that
is practiced today is a hodge-podge of all these things. Thus, if
someone tells you the have the one true history, you should treat
what they say with skepticism. The best thing you can do is read
books, surf the Internet, and speak to the elders on this path,
then decide what you can and cannot believe. With that in mind we’d
like to introduce you to some of the historical facts that affect
modern Wicca.

GODDESS WORSHIP

Cave paintings and artwork show us that the
worship of a female deity goes all the way back to the upper
Paleolithic era (35,000-9000 B.C.E.). The Earth Mother of
Willendorf dates back to this time period.

When you think about the caveman’s limited
understanding of procreation, it’s understandable why the first
deity to be worshipped was female. A woman could bleed for seven
days without dying. She could also bring forth life from her body,
apparently without outside assistance.

“Judging by the continued presence of the
Goddess as supreme deity in the Neolithic and Chalcolithic
societies of the Near and Middle East, Goddess worship, probably
accompanied by the matrilineal customs, appears to have existed
without challenge for thousands of years. It is upon the appearance
of the invading northerners, who from all accounts had established
patrilineal, patriarchal customs and the worship of a supreme male
deity sometime before their arrival in the Goddess-worshiping
areas, that the greatest changes in religious beliefs and social
customs appear to have taken place.

“What is most significant is that in historic
times the northern invaders viewed themselves as a superior people.
This attitude seems to have been based primarily upon their ability
to conquer the more culturally developed earlier settlers, the
people of the Goddess. The Indo-Europeans were in continual
conflict not only with the people whose lands they invaded but
between themselves as well. The pattern that surfaces in each area
in which they make an appearance is that of a group of aggressive
warriors, accompanied by a priestly caste of high standing, who
initially invaded, conquered and then ruled the indigenous
population of each land they entered.

“A consciousness of the relationship of the
veneration of the Goddess to the matrilineal descent of name,
property and the rights to the throne is vital in understanding the
suppression of the Goddess religion. This was probably the
underlying reason for the resentment of the worship of the Goddess
(and all that it represented) by the patriarchal invaders who
arrived from the north.” (When God Was A Woman by Merlin Stone,
Copyright 1978)

“The female religion, especially after the
earlier invasions, appears to have assimilated the male deities
into the older worship and the Goddess survived as the popular
religion of the people for thousands of years after the initial
invasions. By the sixteenth century BC, Her position had been
greatly lowered in Mesopotamia. But it was upon the last assaults
by the Hebrews and eventually by the Christians of the first
centuries after Christ that the religion was finally suppressed and
nearly forgotten.” (When God Was A Woman by Merlin Stone, Copyright
1978)

The Old Testament has numerous verses about the
cleansing of other religions.

“Take heed to thyself lest thou make a covenant
with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for
a snare in the midst of thee; But ye shall destroy their altars,
break their images and cut down their groves, for thou shalt
worship no other god, for the Lord whose name is jealous is a
jealous God.” [Exod. 34:11-16].

CHRISTIANITY

The need to replace Goddess worship with the
belief in an all-powerful male deity was so strong that women’s
rights were taken away. Women were a direct symbolic representation
of the Goddess, thus the Catholic Church began a campaign to make
women seem weak, powerless and evil.

Women could no longer own land, make their own
life choices or act as priestesses. Christianity furthered the
decline of male/female balance as it continued to subjugate
women.

The role of the Goddess was demoted from a deity
to the human Mother of Jesus, the one and only Son of the all
knowing male god.

“Let the woman learn in silence with all
subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach or to usurp authority
over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed and
then Eve, and Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived
was in the transgression…” (I Timothy 2:11-14)

“For the man is not of the woman, but the woman
of the man. Let the women keep silence in the churches, for it is
not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be
under obedience, so saith I anything, let them ask their husbands
at home; for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.” (I
Corinthians 11:3, 7, 9)

Individuals still worshipped the Goddess, but
now they were forced to do so in secret. Goddess worshiping
traditions were passed from generation to generation, thus the
creation of what is known today as Family Traditions or Fam
Trads.

THE INQUISITION

In 1231 Pope Gregory IX created the papal
inquisition for the apprehension and trial of heretics. The name
Inquisition is derived from the Latin verb inquiro (inquire into).
Heresy was defined as a deliberate denial of an article of truth of
the Catholic faith. The initial targets of the Inquisitions were
the Caulders1 and Waldensians2 but later the
inquisition was expanded to include witches, diviners, blasphemers,
and other sacrilegious persons.

1 Somewhat unique among
most targets of the Inquisition is the fact that the Cathars really
were “heretics” in the sense of having “an opinion or doctrine not
in line with the accepted teaching of the church”. The Cathars were
13th century Gnostics (a 2nd century quasi-Christian group). The
Cathars (and Gnostics) were dualists – they believed that there
were two creator Gods – a pure God that created the heavens and
things spiritual, and an Evil God that created all things physical
and temporal. They generally associated the Evil God with the
Judaic God of the Old Testament.

 


2 Waldensians were
followers of Peter Waldo who had rejected many tenets of Roman
Catholicism, including the priesthood, indulgences, purgatory,
transubstantiation, and praying to saints.


In 1467 two Dominican inquisitors, Heinrich
Kramer and James Sprenger, wrote The Malleus Maleficarum (The
Witches Hammer). This text became the reference manual for witch
hunters for the next two and a half centuries. The Malleus
Maleficarum was a very complete manuscript on the subject of
Witchcraft. It included such information as; whether children could
be generated by Incubi and Succubi, how witches copulated with
devils, Satan and beasts, the powers of a witch to sway the minds
of men, how witches practiced abortion of innocent children for
evil uses, who was fit to judge a witch, what to do after an arrest
has been made, how to question a witch, how to torture the
accursed, how to sentence a witch, how to execute a witch and much
more.

Here are a couple of examples of the type of
material contained within this book: An argument for believing in
the existence of Witchcraft

“It is absolutely incumbent upon all creatures
and Priests, and upon all who have the cure of souls, to teach
their flocks that there is one, only, true God, and that to none
other in Heaven or earth may worship be given. The second point is
this, that although these women imagine they are riding (as they
think and say) with Diana or with Herodias, in truth they are
riding with the devil, who calls himself by some such heathen name
and throws a glamour before their eyes.” (The Malleus Maleficarum
by Montaque Summers, Copyright 2011)

How To Gain A Confession From An Accused
Witch.

“And it should be begun in this way. While the
officers are preparing for the questioning, let the accused be
stripped; or if she is a woman, let her first be led to the penal
cells and there stripped by honest women of good reputation. And
the reason for this is that they should search for any instrument
of witchcraft sewn into her clothes; for they often make such
instruments, at the instruction of devils, out of the limbs of
unbaptized children, the purpose being that those children should
be deprived of the beatific vision. And when such instruments have
been disposed of, the Judge shall use his own persuasions and those
of other honest men zealous for the faith to induce her to confess
the truth voluntarily; and if she will not, let him order the
officers to bind her with cords, and apply her to some engine of
torture; and then let them obey at once but not joyfully, rather
appearing to be disturbed by their duty. Then let her be released
again at someone's earnest request, and taken on one side, and let
her again be persuaded; and in persuading her, let her be told that
she can escape the death penalty.

“But if neither threats nor such promises will
induce her to confess the truth, then the officers must proceed
with the sentence, and she must be examined, not in any new or
exquisite manner, but in the usual way, lightly or heavily
according as the nature of her crimes demands. And while she is
being questioned about each several point, let her be often and
frequently exposed to torture, beginning with the more gentle of
them; for the Judge should not be too hasty to proceed to the
graver kind. And while this is being done, let the Notary write all
down, how she is tortured and what questions are asked and how she
answers.

“And note that, if she confesses under torture,
she should then be taken to another place and questioned anew, so
that she does not confess only under the stress of torture.

“The next step of the Judge should be that, if
after being fittingly tortured she refuses to confess the truth, he
should have other engines of torture brought before her, and tell
her that she will have to endure these if she does not confess. If
then she is not induced by terror to confess, the torture must be
continued on the second or third day, but not repeated at that
present time unless there should be some fresh indication of its
probable success.”

Lots of Misogyny

“Now the wickedness of women is spoken of in
Ecclesiasticus xxv: There is no head above the head of a serpent:
and there is no wrath above the wrath of a woman. I had rather
dwell with a lion and a dragon than to keep house with a wicked
woman. And among much which in that place precedes and follows
about a wicked woman, he concludes: All wickedness is but little to
the wickedness of a woman. Wherefore S.John Chrysostom says on the
text, It is not good to marry (S. Matthew xix): What else is woman
but a foe to friendship, an unescapable punishment, a necessary
evil, a natural temptation, a desirable calamity, a domestic
danger, a delectable detriment, an evil of nature, painted with
fair colours! Cicero in his second book of The Rhetorics says: The
many lusts of men lead them into one sin, but the one lust of women
leads them into all sins; for the root of all woman's vices is
avarice.” (The Malleus Maleficarum by Montaque Summers, Copyright
2011)

“And now let us examine the carnal desires of
the body itself, whence has arisen unconscionable harm to human
life. If the world could be
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