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				Foreword

								Ramjee Nagarajan

								Principal

								Chanderbala Modi Academy

				At Chanderbala Modi Academy, we always believe that schools are not merely places of instruction; they are sacred spaces where imagination is given dignity, voice, and direction. As an educator shaped deeply by values of discipline, humility, and reverence for learning, I have long held the conviction that education must touch the heart before it transforms the mind. It gives me immense pride to present Once Upon in Our Minds – Chanderbala Modi Academy Edition, a powerful anthology in which young authors bridge the gap between imagination and reality.

				This collection is not simply a set of stories. It is a window into the emotional landscapes of six young minds from our school, who are learning to understand the world. These narratives carry honesty, wonder, and thoughtful introspection. Each page reminds us that when children are encouraged to think freely, they begin to see possibilities where adults often see limits. Sapne sach bante hain jab hausla saath hota hai.

				My heartfelt appreciation goes to Master Ridhhaan Jaiin for his exceptional and inspirational talk at our school, that brought forth more than one hundred stories for the Once Upon in Our Minds competition. He not only inspired stories; he built confidence, courage, and a lifelong relationship with creativity among his peers. He has ignited a flame that will continue to glow within our school for years to come.
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				I still remember my very first meeting with Ridhhaan during an informal evening dinner. While most of our conversations drifted towards food and daily chores, he quietly began describing how stories could be “collected like fireflies” from everyday life. He spoke with such sincerity and sparkle in his eyes that the table gradually fell silent, everyone drawn into his vision. That evening, I knew I was not just listening to a student; I was witnessing the evolution of a child prodigy who saw stories where others saw ordinary moments. That spark of imagination has now grown into a forest fire that has illuminated the creativity in so many of his peers.

				I am reminded of the timeless wisdom of the Tamil Poet, Thiruvalluvar, who said that learning is the true imperishable wealth that follows a person everywhere. His words beautifully echo the spirit of this anthology; knowledge and creativity are treasures no one can take away. When young minds learn to imagine, they learn to live with purpose, compassion, and courage. This collection stands as living proof that when education and creativity walk hand in hand, the future becomes brighter for all. Mehnat aur kalpana saath ho toh safalta pakki chhe. As Principal, it fills my heart with pride to witness our students stepping forward not only as learners, but as thinkers, dreamers, and storytellers.

				My best wishes and blessings to every young student, may their works continue to glow and inspire the world!

			

		

	
		
		
			
		

		
			
				Note from the Founder

				Stories are magical.

				They can make us smile, help us understand others, and sometimes even change the way we see the world. When I started Once Upon in Our Minds, I only had one simple thought: every child has a story inside them, and it deserves to be heard.

				This book is filled with those stories. Each one is special, not just because it is written well, but because it comes from a real thought, a real feeling, and a real imagination. I truly believe that when we share our stories, we become a light in someone else’s life.

				I am very proud of all my young authors. You have not just written stories; you have created worlds. Keep imagining, keep writing, and always believe in your voice.

				— Ridhhaan Jaiin

				Be a light in someone’s life

			

		

	
		
		
			
				About the Initiative

				Once Upon in Our Minds is a platform dedicated to encouraging young writers to express their thoughts, imagination, and creativity through the power of storytelling. This anthology brings together the vibrant voices of young authors from Chanderbala Modi Academy, celebrating their unique ideas, diverse perspectives, and the courage to share their inner worlds with us all.

				Gratitude

				This book is a celebration of young voices, and it would not have been possible without the incredible community that stood behind it.

				We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Chanderbala Modi Academy for their vision and collaboration. By creating this platform, you have given your students a gift that will stay with them for a lifetime. To the students and parents, thank you for trusting us with your imagination, your thoughts, and your stories.

				Our sincere thanks to our esteemed judges, Priti Gala, Srivalli Kuchimanch, and Vidya Kandoi, for their time, insight, and thoughtful evaluation. Your encouragement and careful attention have truly honoured the efforts of each young author.

				A special note of gratitude to Gayatri Shankar, Kushal M, and Chitra Divgi, along with every team member who worked tirelessly behind the scenes. This kind of work demands passion, patience, and belief, and each one of you has truly proven it. We are deeply grateful for your dedication and commitment in bringing this book to life.

				Finally, we thank Frontlist Media for amplifying these young voices and Solh for their commitment to the mental well-being of our creators, as well as our valued partners, supporters, and well-wishers who have been a part of this journey.
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				Once upon a time, in a small, sunny village called Sunnyvale, there lived three curious and imaginative friends: Riya, Kabir, and Meena. These three spent their days at school like all other children, but every evening, under the shade of their favourite banyan tree, they would gather and open their storybooks, not to read, but to imagine. They didn’t just read stories. They created worlds inside their minds, and sometimes their imaginations mixed together like one big story. In those moments, the ordinary world faded and magic took its place.

				One warm evening, Riya looked at her two friends and said with a sparkle in her eyes, “Let’s make a story, one that lives only inside our minds. One that no one else has ever heard.”

				Kabir clapped his hands excitedly. Meena giggled and nodded.

				And so, with closed eyes and holding hands, they began to imagine.

				In the blink of an eye, their minds opened a door, a bright golden door glowing softly with warm light. The three friends stepped through it and suddenly found themselves in a world unlike any other; a magical land of colours, laughter, and endless wonder.

				The trees had candy-cotton leaves. The grass beneath their feet shimmered like emerald velvet, and the air smelled of sweet sugar and wildflowers. Birds with rainbow-feathered wings fluttered above them, and their chirps sounded like cheerful music. The sky glowed with shifting colours, pinks, purples, and golds, as if day and evening were dancing together.

				Kabir spun around in amazement. “This place is incredible!”

				Just then, a graceful lion walked toward them. It was not fierce and roaring, but calm and gentle. Its mane flowed like golden waves, and its kind eyes sparkled as it spoke in a soft voice.

				“Welcome to Dreamland,” the lion said kindly. “Here, your thoughts become real.”

				Meena’s mouth opened in surprise. Riya’s heart raced with excitement.

				Everything in Dreamland felt magical.
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