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IT’S THE MAYBES THAT will kill you...

House Arrest. Drugs. Trouble.

A club, suffering from the brutality of a hidden war—a battle that plagues Sierra Scott's world when her club's doors are shut down due to drugs. She doesn't know what to do. She knows her best friend is innocent, but she doesn't know how to prove it. Her boyfriend's falling off the radar. She has no one she can lean on. And to make matters worse, her past is back in town. In the form of her mother. The one person she left behind for good the second she ran to Vegas for a new life. 

Can Sierra figure out what in the world is going on? Can she piece her life back together from the rubble that has fallen at her feet? Or, will she take her mother up on an offer she never thought she'd hear in her life?

“Alcohol – some of the best times you’ll never remember.”
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“THAT DOESN’T GIVE ME any information, though,” I said.

“Sierra, take a breath. This officer is being very generous with us right now. Take a step back and try to gather your thoughts.”

Micah’s voice rang true in my ear as I practically lunged myself at the front desk of the downtown police station. There was no way in hell I was getting any work done. Not with my best friend—my innocent best friend—behind bars, where she didn’t deserve to be. I knew she hadn’t done this. I knew Laura’s heart. Her soul.

Something else was going on.

“Ma’am, I know this is a frustrating time—”

“Do you really, though? Do you? That’s my best friend you’ve got back there. A woman whose father died doing drugs right off her fucking mother. Do you really think—?”

Micah placed his hands on my shoulders. “Close your eyes and breathe.”

I did as he asked and settled back down onto my feet. I didn’t know what to do. I didn’t know what I could do. And that was the most frustrating thing. Instead of this police officer telling me exactly what needed to happen, he was giving me the fucking runaround. Saying he had no information for me because she hadn’t been properly booked yet.

What the hell did that even mean?

“I’m sorry, Officer. We just don’t know what to do with this situation. Is there any chance you can tell us what comes next?” Micah asked.

I opened my eyes and willed my mouth to stay shut.

“I can, if you’re gonna be calm about things,” he said.

I sighed. “I want to speak with her. I want to get her the best lawyer out there. Because she didn’t do this, even though you guys are completely convinced she did.”

“Sierra? You’re going to hate me if I have to drag you out of here. But I will,” Micah said.

The officer sat behind his bulletproof glass with a smug look on his face. I wanted to slap him across it, honestly. Who the fuck did they think they were, anyway?

They had no idea the force about to come at them.

“Is it because I’m a woman? Is that why you won’t—hey! Ouch!”

“That’s enough, Sierra. Come on. Over here. Officer, give us a second.”

“Take as many as you need,” he murmured.

“Let me go. Micah, I’m fucking serious. Let me—”

I shrugged him off as we stood in a corner of the police station. Micah blocked my entire view of the front desk. And for some reason, that calmed me down a bit. I pressed the heels of my hands into my eyes and leaned heavily against the wall. I slumped back, on the verge of doing, well, something.

“I don’t know whether to cry or scream,” I whispered.

Micah rubbed my upper arms. “I know you don’t. But, insulting a cop gets you nowhere. If you’d listen to what he’s trying to tell you, you’ll know your next steps. But, as of right now? We can’t get back there to see Laura.”

I postured. “And why not?”

“Because she hasn’t been booked yet.”

I paused. “Well, why didn’t he just say that?”

“He did. You were just too busy trying to be right.”

“Because she’s innocent, Micah. They have no right to arrest her.”

“Right now? I’m sure they do. I’m sure they’ve got something that points to her. Either way? We have to wait until she’s booked. She goes into the system, they put her in holding, and they set a bail hearing date.”

I blinked. “How do you know so much about this?”

“Eh, I had a rough-and-tumble childhood best friend. I know more about this stuff than I should.”

“Uh-huh.”

“Anyway, it doesn’t matter. Once the bail hearing happens, they set bail. You can pay it, and she’s free until trial. But, until then, it’s a waiting game.”

“You two ready now?” the officer called out.

Micah quirked an eyebrow. “Ready to speak with the man?”

I nodded. “Yeah. Yeah, yeah. I’m ready.”

We walked back over to the front desk and Micah slipped his arm around me. I leaned against him as I talked with the officer, trying to garner even more information. And the entire time, Micah stood strong for me. He let me lean against him, and not once did he push me away. I appreciated that. The pillar of strength he was being for me in my time of need. But, even as the officer spoke, there was only one more thing I really needed to know.

“When can I see her?” I asked.

The officer sighed. “After she’s booked and placed in holding, you can go back there and talk with her. It’ll be through bars, but you can talk. Okay?”

“Can we wait here?”

He held out his arm. “Take your pick. I’ll be here if you need anything else.”

I looked up at Micah. “Will you wait with me?”

He snickered. “You don’t have a choice. I’m not going anywhere. Okay?”

I smiled. “Okay.”

We walked over to the unforgiving metal chairs and waited. I watched the minutes on the clock slowly tick by on the wall. One minute. Two minutes. Five minutes. It was torture, waiting there for something to happen. My phone was blowing up with phone calls and text messages. The girls were wondering when rehearsal was starting. Chef wanted to know where I was because he wanted me to try yet another infamous dish he’d come up with. It took multiple texts and phone calls to communicate to everyone that both mine and Laura’s work hours today had been canceled. But, even then, Amelia and Chef started calling and leaving voice messages. Wanting answers to questions. Wondering if there was anything they could do. Wondering what was wrong.

But they’d have to be in the dark for now.

“Ma’am?”

I whipped my head up. “Yes?”

The officer at the desk crooked his finger and I rushed up to him.

“Can I go see her? Has she been booked into the system?” I asked.

He nodded. “Go around to the door with the orange knob on it. I’ll buzz you in. From there, go straight down the hallway and take a left at the end. You’ll see signs for holding.”

“Thank you. Thank you so much.”

Everything moved in a blur. I briefly felt Micah’s hand on the small of my back as the officer buzzed us in. I ran down the hallway, listening as he called out for me to slow down. I didn’t care, though. He could keep up if he needed to. I followed the signs like the officer said. I pumped air through my lungs as my feet kept carrying me as fast as my heels would click. Micah finally caught up to me as we rounded one last corner. Before being faced with rows and rows of bars.

“Holy shit,” I whispered.

“Sierra?”

I gasped. “Laura!”

I raced over to where she was and took her hand through the bars.

“Laura, are you all right?” I asked.

“What are you doing here, Sierra? You should be working,” she said.

“While my best friend’s been arrested for something she didn’t do? Fat fucking chance.”

“Sierra, you don’t—”

“I’m paying for the lawyer, okay?”

Her face fell. “No. Don’t do that. They’ll appoint me one. I’m not talking to anyone until I have one in place. The court-appointed lawyers in Vegas actually aren’t that bad, from what I hear.”

“From what you hear? What the hell are you talking about? I’m paying for the best one we can afford.”

“No, you’re not.”

“Damn it, Laura. Let me do something for you. It’s the least I can do. Especially since I know you’re innocent.”

She sighed as I dropped her hand. I reached through the bars and cupped her cheek. Laura’s eyes were red. Swollen. She’d obviously been crying, even though she tried to stand strong now. I ran my fingers through her hair. I brushed away a tear that slipped out from the corner of her eye. And after taking her hand again, I nodded.

“We’re going to get you out of this, okay? Just take care of yourself,” I said.

She nodded quickly. “Okay. I can do that.”

“I just booked phone calls with a couple of lawyers who come highly recommended,” Micah said.

I whipped my head over toward him and saw him piddling around on his phone.

“I gave them your number, Sierra, so you should expect a consult call from the first one around two, and the second one around four. That okay?” he asked.

He looked up from his phone and my heart skipped a beat.

“That’s perfect, Micah. Thank you,” I said.

He nodded. “No problem. Laura, have you heard anything about a bail date yet? Those usually pop up pretty quickly.”

“How do you know that?” she asked.

“Apparently, a ‘childhood friend’ got into some trouble,” I said.

“Oh, a friend. Got it,” she said.

The two of us grinned each other, and things almost felt normal again.

Almost, anyway.

“I love you. We’re going to get you out of this and back to work. Okay?” I asked.

Laura nodded. “Okay. I love you, too, Sierra. Remember that, all right?”

“Always.”
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THE WEEK PASSED BY in a blur. I couldn't even remember the bulk of the bail hearing. I should’ve been preoccupied with the fact that this past week was our lowest body count week in the club to date. I should’ve been more concerned with the fact that our sales had plummeted over the past seven days. But the only thing that occupied my mind was getting Laura out of that shithole. It killed me, seeing her in handcuffs during that bail hearing. It killed me, listening to the judge, well, judge her for something she hadn’t done. Thankfully, the bail wasn’t bad. Ten thousand, which I easily had in an account to draw out in order to get her one step closer to freedom.

But the judge also put her under house arrest pending the trial.

And I wanted to claw the man’s eyes out for it.

“I’m going to video record everything I have of the choreography for the new show, and you need to teach it to the girls. Okay?” Laura asked.

I watched as the police officers put an ankle monitor on her leg. Like she was some common felon. Some sort of fucking flight risk. Watching it made me physically ill.

“Sierra.”

I shook my head. “Yes? Yeah. Uh-huh, I hear you.”

“Tell me what I just said.”

My eyes flickered back to the monitor. “Um...”

“Sierra, I know this is weird. I know you don’t like it. But I need you to pay attention. The show I’m creating depends on it. Okay?”

I nodded. “Yes, yes. Sorry. Okay. Choreography?”

“I’m going to record what I’ve got of it already and send it to you on your phone. Learn it and teach the girls. They’re expecting a new show. And after this little debacle, the club is going to need some serious rejuvenation to get people back inside. You know how Vegas is. People will talk until there’s something else to talk about.”

I sighed. “So, give them something else to talk about.”

She smiled. “Exactly.”

“All right. It’s calibrated. You can move within your house and you can travel up to two blocks in any direction. That gets you to the pharmacy on the corner, the small grocery store in back, and across the street to the diner. No alcohol consumption, no contact with other criminals—”

“She’s not a criminal.” I hissed.

Laura held up her hand. “Yes, Officer. I understand. Thank you.”

He nodded. “And no going outside of the boundaries. Failure to adhere to these rules puts you back in a holding cell until your trial date.”

Laura shook her head. “I won’t do it. I’ll follow the rules.”

I watched the officer like a hawk until he finally left Laura’s apartment. Then, I went to go sit with her on the couch. I took her hand as she sat back, propping her monitored ankle up on her coffee table.

“Not very fashionable, if you ask me,” she murmured.

“I will help you choreograph these shows. I’ll teach the girls whatever you send. Just know that your job will be waiting for you once this is all done. Okay?” I asked.

She sighed. “Thank you. I really appreciate that.”

“Of course. No need to thank me for something like that.”

As I sat there with Laura, a feeling of uncertainty washed over me. Why was she acting so nonchalant about all of this? Shouldn't she be freaking out? Trying to prove her innocence? Was there something else I didn’t know?

Maybe Laura is involved somehow.

I silently chastised myself. There was no way in hell. Laura was a great friend. And she’d been a massive contributor to Sapphire from the beginning. However, as I sat there with her, listening to her rattle on about choreography and the fact that she wished her ankle monitor came in red, I couldn't help but wonder.

What do I not know about this situation?

What do I not know about Laura?
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Micah

––––––––
[image: ]


I WAS WORRIED ABOUT Sierra. She’d been staying at my place to try and get away from things in the middle of the city. But it didn’t do her much good. She wasn’t sleeping well. I felt her constantly getting up in the middle of the night. The two of us had been spending a great deal of time with each other since the arrest. Mostly, so I could help her keep her head screwed on straight. I felt our relationship strengthening through this, which was a delight. But at what expense?

Sierra was spending longer hours at the club, trying her best to combat the terrible press this arrest had brought to the club. And every time I picked her up after a long night of work, she was in a worse mood. By morning? Better. Always better, with some coffee and a danish to go with it. But her evenings were burying her. And she wouldn't talk about it.

I mean, I knew she was under a lot of pressure. Especially with the girls’ choreography. Sometimes, I’d get up at eight or nine in the morning to take a piss, and she’d be in my living room. I’d already smell the coffee. I’d already see the trail of danish crumbs on the floor from the counter to the couch. And there she’d be. Dancing. Watching those videos. Rehearsing them for her own benefit before teaching it all to the
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