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A-B 

Agrimony 

It is part of the Rosaceae family, botanically named Agrimonia eupatoria L. This is a plant that shows up in medical history during the 4th and 5th centuries and then again in the 10th century. Its long history of being used in medicine it could be called several names such as liverwort, stickwort, or church steeples. The flower is small, yellow, and star-shaped. Stems of this plant are hairy and have short rhizomes. This flower grew in pasture lands in Europe. The plant has a therapeutic effect, used for its antioxidants and antimicrobials. 
In old medicine, they used it to treat diarrhea, bleeding disorders, skin defects, and lung inflammation. Because of the plant’s inflammatory properties, people used it to treat conditions such as arthritis, lung inflammation, liver diseases, intestinal and bladder diseases, as well as cholecystitis treatment.
The leaves of the plant could make a tea for medical purposes, in order to treat conditions when taken internally. They used it as a gargle for illnesses that involved a sore throat. 
Amyl Nitrite

The drug amyl nitrite has had several uses, one of which was the treatment of angina, which is pain or a constricting feeling in the chest because there is not enough blood reaching the angina pectoris, which is part of the heart muscle. This drug has been used for other, less reputable uses. At one time, amyl nitrite was an abused drug known as poppers. It has been used in the treatment of cyanide poisoning, this drug in liquid form, is very volatile, and when used by inhalation, it will act rapidly. However, the effects do not last

Anemone 

This is a plant that had a place in Greek Mythology and later became a flower used in medicine. The wildflower is a member of the buttercup family. The flower has tubers, which are the most active part of the plant used in medicine. 

Arsenic

Medicine today has come a long way from the time when physicians made house calls and medicines could be bought from traveling salesmen. The name arsenic comes from the English, through the French, and Latin arsenicum. Where earlier this poison used as a drug came from the Greek arsenikos or “yellow orpiment.”
Arsenic was one medicine that was given by physicians for some ailments. They gave it in powder, tonics, and tinctures. In time, there became a slang name for people who used a daily regimen of arsenic as a cure for their illness. These individuals became known as “arsenic eaters.” 
Arsenic, though it comes from nature, does not come as a type of plant, but a type of rock. We know these rocks as crustal rocks. They take the arsenic element from the rock. This is done by heating the rock, and the dust or ash residue is where the arsenic is found. They have widely used this poison in weed killers and in rat poison. In the 1800s, they used it in fly paper. While they used it for household type of items, they also used it in the treatment of some diseases and ailments. The two most common illnesses arsenic was used to treat were malaria and that of syphilis. While the main treatment for malaria was quinine, there were some strains of it that could only be treated effectively by arsenic. 
Arsenic was not only used in household products and medical treatments, but was also used for the clearing of skin blemishes or revitalizing the skin by women. This, of course, was not the only ingredient, but it was by far the strongest and main ingredient. They often accomplished this by soaking fly paper to extract the poison.
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Barbituric Acid 

This is a medicine that was first produced in Germany in 1864 by Adolf von Baeyer. He combined malonic acid, which is an acid found in apples, and urea, which is a waste product from animals. The name of Barbituric Acid has several stories attached to how Baeyer came up with its name. One story, Baeyer and colleagues went to a tavern where an artillery garrison was celebrating their Saint Barbara Day. One of the other names used was Veronal after Verona, Italy. 
The medicine was marketed as a sedative. 
This medicine predated barbiturates. 

Brights Disease 

There have been different treatments, including the use of wild plants by certain Indian tribes, such as the use of yarrow, known by the botanical name of Achillea Millefolium. The members of botany know blue weed as Echium vulgare; Botanists also knew as Myrica bayberry; wintergreen is also called Gaultheria procumbens, and blue flag is known as Iris versicolor in the world of botany. They made these in teas, tonics, and the use of the root. See the Gentleman’s book on plants for a more in-depth description of the use of these plants.
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Buchu

Buchu was a plant medicine derived from the leaves and oil from the leaves found on the southern cape of Africa. The Khoekhoe people used this medicine for many ailments. They exported to Britain in 1790, and in 1821, they listed it in the British Pharmacopoeia. They used leaves to make oil. Then they made a tonic or used it in tea to treat cystitis, urinary tract infections, urethritis, chararrh of the bladder, and nephritis. They used it as a diuretic, anti-inflammatory, and as a treatment for gout. They used this medicine to treat patients with kidney issues. 
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​​​​Calomel


Calomel is mercurous chloride, which is a white powder that is of heavy consistency. They used this drug in the past as a purgative or laxative. This drug is no longer used, of course, and with its replacement in medicine, it found its way into items such as pesticides. This makes you wonder how healthy it was for the patient who consumed this medicine and raises questions about whether it was medicine or poison.
Cocaine

While we have all heard of cocaine, it is a drug of choice today for some people who abuse drugs. In the past, medical professionals used it as a legitimate drug and provided it to patients. At one time, physicians prescribed cocaine as an anesthetic and often as a painkiller. Cocaine would be the replacement drug by doctors for morphine. Some diseases and ailments it was used to treat were diphtheria, fatigue, hay fever, seasickness, and venereal disease. These physicians did not know this medicine would be as addictive as morphine, maybe even more so for the patients they prescribed the drug to. 
Cocaine is an alkaloid compound derived from the cocoa plant. The botanical name is Erythroxylum coca, which is a plant growing as a wild plant in Bolivia and Peru. Indians of South America have used this plant long before the medical profession knew of its existence. The South American Indians chewed the leaves to relieve many ailments. 
When processed for use by the plant, it is a white powder. This powder, now that they use it as a street drug and one of choice, has many nicknames. Snow, blow, and toot are some of the more common names used.
Cocaine affects the cortex of the brain, giving a feeling of pleasure. However, it is highly toxic to the central nervous system. When taken in more than a prescribed dosage, it can cause hallucinations, irritability, and loss of appetite. Taken in large amounts, the powder can cause the spinal cord to be overstimulated, resulting in convulsions. With this said, a large enough dose can cause respiratory paralysis and then death. 
In the 1860s, before it became clear how addictive cocaine was, medical professionals used it to cure addiction to morphine. During the 1800s, cocaine was in such wide use that it could be bought from traveling salesmen. As this drug was addictive, it soon became a problem in work camps, the building of the railroad, and even on plantations. The men in charge of these workers sometimes felt that men taking cocaine became unruly. These men believed that if they had to shoot an out-of-control worker, a 32 caliber bullet would not stop a person on cocaine. They felt these people gained superhuman strength. They then used a 38 caliber revolver in case a worker became uncontrollable and dangerous.
When the effects came to the medical profession’s attention, this was a very addictive drug. Using cocaine halted as a medical treatment. 
They used cocaine as a medicine; They had added it to many products. One product they added it to is soft drinks, which would later replace it with caffeine.
In the year 1906, they established laws requiring that manufacturers had to list what their products contained. Then, in the year 1914, on December 17, the government placed in effect the Harrison Narcotics Act. This made the sale of any product containing cocaine stop being sold. Then, the only legal way of obtaining cocaine was from a physician. This act required the physician to pay a tax and to be registered to discourage prescribing the drug.





Codeine



The drug was first isolated in the year 1832 by Pierre-Jean Robiquet. The medical profession used codeine to replace morphine in the past. Physicians felt this was not as addictive for patients as treatment using morphine. The medical profession would find later that the addictive properties of codeine were just as bad as the use of morphine. 
Codeine is a drug that we have all heard of at one time, since it is still in use today. This is a drug that, when it first came into use, physicians overprescribed it as a cure-all. Doctors especially used this as a treatment for headaches and diarrhea. Codeine then made its way into many cough medicines. This drug is still in use in cough medicines, which are now only obtainable by prescription.
––––––––
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Dover’s Powder



Physicians used Dover’s Powder often as a medicine, and it was a remedy for illnesses created by Thomas Dover. The British pharmacopoeia accepted the powder in 1788, giving him recognition for its creation. 
Before the creation of the powder, they referred to Dover as a quack and privateer. During his privateer days, they said that he rescued the writer of Robinson Crusoe. 
Physicians believed it was safe as a treatment for certain medical conditions. The powder became known and used throughout Europe and in America. 
Dover’s Powder was a medicine mixed with wine before going to sleep at night. They promoted the medicine as a diaphoretic, so it was used to induce perspiration. 
Though during the period when this remedy was used, doctors would request that patients who would be prescribed this medication should be warned. The patient was told they should have their Last Will and Testament and final arrangements in order prior to beginning use of the medicine. This is the only drug from these early days that has carried this type of warning. 
The physician could prescribe Dover’s Powder, and it could be purchased in apothecaries or provided by the doctor. The reason for the warning for the patient to have their affairs in order before using the treatment was due to the symptoms of ingesting the medicine. 
They said patients had great pain after ingesting the wine laced with the powder. The results were proof enough for physicians and patients that the pain was worth enduring, since the next day, they would be up, feeling much better, and walking. 
This created a curiosity in the medical community about the ingredients in the powder that had miraculous healing abilities. Thomas Dover made the ingredients public and even published them. There were at least five ingredients. One ingredient was the strongest opium used, and it was the most important of the ingredients. During the time the powder was in use by the medical community, the addiction issues were not known by physicians prescribing the treatment for their patients.
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Epsom Salts

Epsom salts appeared first in the summer of 1618, according to the Royal Society of Chemistry. They found this quite by accident when a cowherd found a spring during a drought and refused to drink the water. The owner of the cattle was Henry Wicker, and not so surprisingly, the town where the cattle refused to drink the water is Epsom Common, England. This town is in the Borough of Epsom and Ewell in Surrey, which is about 13 miles south of central London. Where the wealthy and titled spent much of their time, except for the Summer in the past. 
The water that the cattle would not drink they found the water to have magnesium sulfate. Commonly known as Epsom salts. These salts were used for medical purposes and consumed. They were called bitter purging salts. One of the main uses was as a laxative. Then the other medicinal properties were found using them in waters like spas and bathing. They found it eased sore muscles, as an anti-inflammatory, easing pain, aiding in healing cuts, helping with migraine headaches, and bronchial asthma. Epsom salts were then found to help reduce the pain after childbirth.
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