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Tiningnan ng sasakyang si Jonny, ang kanyang sarili sa bintana ng tindahan. Napakagwapo niya! At napakabilis pa- kaya niyang talunin kahit ang mga pangkarerang sasakyan!

Jonny the car looked at himself in the shop window. How handsome he was! And what speed – he could beat even race cars!
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“Ako ang pambato ng lugar na ito,” sigaw niya.

“I’m the pride of the neighborhood,” he yelled.

Biglang dalawang tunog ng preno ang sumira sa kanyang pangangarap nang gising.

Just then, two braking sounds broke his daydream.

Naroon ang kanyang mga kaibigang sina: Mike, ang bisekleta at Scott, ang iskuter.

There were his friends: Mike the bike and Scott the scooter.

“Hoy Jonny!” sabi ng kanyang mga kaibigan. “Kumusta?”

“Hey Jonny!” his friends said. “What’s up?”
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“Parang gusto kong makipagkarera ngayong araw,” sabi ni Johnny, habang pinaiikot ang kanyang mga gulong. “Pero walang akong maaaring makalaban sa karera.”

“Feeling like a little race today,” said Jonny, puffing his tires. “But there’s no one I can race with.”

“Pwede kaming makipagkarera sa iyo!” sabi ni Mike nang may pananabik.

“We can race with you!” said Mike with excitement. 
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“Para saan pa at naging magkakaibigan tayo!” dagdag ni Scott.

“That’s what friends are for!” added Scott. 

Hindi masyadong nagpakita ng interes si Jonny. “Mmm. . . Kailangan ng isang kampeon na makipagkumpetensya sa kapantay niya.”

Jonny didn’t show much enthusiasm. “Mmm... A champion needs an equal to compete with.” 

Nagtinginan sina Mike at Scott.

Mike and Scott looked at each other. 

“Hindi ba kami magaling?” tanong ni Mike.

“Are we not good?” asked Mike.

[image: image]

“Oh, magaling naman kayo,” natawa  na lang si Jonny sa salaming bintana. “Pero hindi kayo uubra sa akin.”

“Oh, you’re good,” Jonny made a face in the glass window. “But not good enough.”

“Sige, Jonny,” sabi ni Scott. “Hinahamon ka namin sa isang karera ngayon din! Pumunta tayo sa Mabundok na Daan at tingnan natin kung sino ang unang makararating.”

“Okay, Jonny,” said Scott. “We challenge you to a race right now! Let’s do Hill Road and see who finishes first.” 

Pumayag na lang si Jonny at ngumisi. 

Jonny considered it with a smirk. 
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Nang marating nila ang Mabundok na Daan, nagsimula na ang karera.

As they reached Hill Road, the race began. 

Nagsimula ito sa isang daang matarik. Umugong si Jonny at sa ilang segundo lamang, nakalampas na siya sa pataas na bahagi.

It started with a steep climb. Jonny roared and in seconds was over the incline.
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Si Mike, ang bisikleta ay halos nangangalahati na. . . Pero ang kawawang si Scott, ang iskuter ay humihingal habang mabagal na umaakyat.

Mike the bike was already half way... But poor Scott the scooter was huffing and puffing, slowly climbing up.
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Narating ni Jonny ang burol at huminto. Tiningnan niya ang kanyang likod sa pamamagitan ng kanyang salamin- nasa malayo pa ang kanyang mga kaibigan.

Jonny reached the hill and stopped. He looked at the rearview mirror – his friends were far behind. 
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Nabagot siya. Mabuti na lamang at maganda ang tugtog sa radyo! Pumikit siya at nagsimulang sumayaw kasabay ng tugtog.

He was bored. At least the music on the radio was good! He closed his eyes and started moving to the beat. 

Nang biglang may lumagpas sa kanya. Usok lamang ang nakita niya. Mike?

Suddenly, something whirred past him. There was only smoke. Mike? 

Bago pa siya makapagsalita bigla na namang may dumaan. Tumingin si Jonny sa nawawalang usok- si Scott iyon.

Before he could say a word something else went by. Jonny looked through the disappearing smoke—that was Scott! 
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Hindi ito maaari! Nataranta siya. Siya dapat ang manalo!

No way! Now he panicked. He should win!

Ilang segundo pa ang lumipas, nakarating siya sa lagusan. Isang malaking bato ang nakaharang sa daanan. Walang paraan upang makadaan ang isang kotse! Kahit ang pinakamabilis na sasakyang pangkarareng katulad niya.

Seconds later, he got to the tunnel. Huge boulders were blocking the road. There was no way a car could pass through! Even the fastest race car like him.
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Ngunit nakita niya ang marka ng mga gulong nina Mike at Scott. Nakahanap sila ng paraan para malagpasan ang malalaking batong nakaharang sa daan! Napabuntong hininga si Jonny.

But then, he saw the tire marks of both Mike and Scott. They had negotiated their way around the stone boulders! Jonny sighed.

Ilang saglit pa, dumating  si Mike sa kabilang dulo ng lagusan. Siya ang nanguna.

Anong klaseng panalo iyon kung talo naman ang mga kaibigan mo? Naisip niya.
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