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This creation is dedicated to all those seeking a more profound enlightenment about matters that affect their lives. Its purpose is not only for those who tirelessly pursue the truth but also for anyone who works diligently to deepen the knowledge they seek to enhance their lives. It is more difficult than some might realize to step out and forge one's own path toward changing one's personal philosophy, as such a goal can be daunting for those afraid of change. Nonetheless, I have created this entire collection of educational writings for these individuals, offering it so others can learn to change their thinking—by their own effort—and for those eager to explore self-discovery.






I am also dedicating this entire work to the creation of Life. I am humbled by the countless ways it reveals itself to each person, whether alone or together, and by its relentless drive for growth that pushes us all forward.
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'Welcome to my Mind!'






I cannot help but feel a bit vulnerable writing this, as it is the first time I am allowing others to consider and assess my thoughts with autonomy. Such a concession is not an easily digestible concept; however, I am confident enough to lay bare my refined intellect as I guide each reader through the pages of The Ties That Bind. This production is geared toward those seeking to refine the contrived influences shaping human reality and is the sole creation of this author - unless otherwise noted.

In constructing this detailed Opus, I aimed to avoid delving into the fundamental valuations these notions are known to harbor while introducing my interpretation of each to the curious mind. My purpose was to present these individual concepts in a more cultured manner, so that a more profound definition of these themes could bring further refinement to one's Life. Its complement is not intended to dismantle, detract, or supplant what has already been established regarding each subject rendered herein, but to serve as an addendum to the currently established principle ascribed to each and to proffer an alternate perspective on them. Designing it in this manner was not only meant to bring clarity to the reader—a measure for one to further consider the details regarding each subject matter—but also to reveal how all of our lives are connected by The Ties That Bind. Its details were also included to show how they directly affect perceived reality, each based on one's various points of compromise and relative assimilation.

When I embarked on the quest for self-enlightenment, I realized that most of my knowledge was a mishmash of flawed concepts drawn from various subjective sources. These notions not only contradicted what was commonly accepted but had become a harmful malignancy in my mind. My desire was not only to refine my thoughts and bring them into balance, but also to share a measure of clarity with those longing for erudite learning and with anyone struggling with similar, conflicting ideas. As intimated above, such a shortcoming is not only personal and difficult to expose but also necessary to demonstrate the authenticity of truth in revelation.

The accumulation of knowledge - and its comprehension - has been an insatiable passion of mine since I began this journey. As I began work on this manuscript, I had no idea what to expect, what this creation would become, or how it would ultimately affect my life. I became enamored with collecting it and with how it can promote progressive thinking among those seeking its verity. With due diligence and a relentless yearning to succeed, the objectives one pursues in life will be revealed by one's will to attain them. Looking back now, it is humbling to realize that, whatever my initial thoughts were, it has completely surpassed all my expectations.

As I embarked on this creative project, I aimed not only to uncover the mysteries within each concept but also to help others gain a deeper understanding of how design is created, both proactively and reactively. This symbiosis is evident in the dynamic relationship between what I proffer for consumption and what nurtures the desire to learn. This is further evidenced in the title of this work, which is representative of and rooted in what not only links these treatises together but also reveals their genuine concentric nature.

Initially, my ambition for this compilation was to script it as an exclusive piece of scholarly nonfiction—a pedagogical narrative—and not to cloud it with personal commentary. I wished to be taken seriously as an academic, one of the literati. However, I was persuaded otherwise by a group of folks who were offered a chance to review and critique the original draft in its infancy and were kind enough to pass along notes for revision and correction. This clique of individuals was faculty and student interns of 'The Pen Project' classes taught in the School of Humanities, Arts, and Cultural Studies at Arizona State University's West Campus. In several pieces of feedback, participants suggested adding a personal touch to the articles to strengthen their overall feel and reception, making them more personable and enabling readers to connect with the author on a deeper level.

None of the responses to these submissions were overly critical, but they were poignant and analytical. I learned from them and thus modified my writing to be more cohesive and receptive to the reader. Three particular statements in the feedback actually humbled me. The first, from Rose, a Pen Project Intern in Spring 2021, read, "Your writing reminds me of Emerson's." The second, from Isabelle Noel, a Pen Project Intern in Spring 2021, read, "As I read your composition, I was reminded of the writing and rhetoric of ancient philosophers like Aristotle, Socrates, and Descartes." The third, from Raven, a Pen Project Intern in Fall 2021, reads, "All I can say is wow, wow, WOW! This piece has come out amazing, and although I once had a hard time in philosophy and ethics class in college, this is the first time I have been completely interested in this field." Such tremendous plaudits from other human beings. I was at a loss for words, yet humbled and proud to be mentioned alongside some immortal masters.

Despite the ego stroking, I did not let it cloud my judgment. I took some of their advice and began reshaping and retooling these pieces of artistic expression, acting after allotting myself a significant amount of Time to reflect on what I wished to modify. It was essential to gain a thorough and nuanced understanding of one's own knowledge and beliefs before sharing them with the world. The reason for this was twofold: First, to refrain from imparting incorrect, unsound, or faulty theories to the reader. Second, I wanted to clarify this for myself and my intended audience by drawing attention to what may lie beneath the surface of existence.

Now, in a general sense, most people may already be conversant with the broad subject matter contained in this labor; however, I implore each reader to refrain from making any prejudgments without at least scanning the plethora of information contained herein. The sheer scope of knowledge in this body of work is intense and intended to be thought-provoking, eliciting an emotional response in those who consume it. In designing this manuscript, I was careful to avoid incorporating references to evangelicalism. My intention was not to script it with any religious undertones, but rather to shape it from a place of neutrality, free from imperious influences—those contrived with specific intent and purpose that fall outside the realm of altruistic teaching.

Please do not assume I am banging against any Faith-based practices, groups, or specific doctrines, as I am not. Religion (in this author's opinion) has enough influence in the world without needing to be mentioned in this work, nor did I wish to lend support from its authority to lend weight and credibility to a standalone creation. For one to contrive an artificial thread of pious connection between their work and the reader could be interpreted as an intentional attempt to prey upon one's devotional tenets (things held sacred to each person), which I want no part of.

I would ask the reader to consider this work a collection of my thoughts on each subject, to help others achieve greater transparency in their lives. The position I cite here not only addresses how anyone may struggle with such concepts and why they are battling them, but also clarifies why such conflicts exist and establishes a causal connection between my ink pen and their brain. It is no small feat to touch another person from a distance and leave a lasting image of beauty in their mind's eye. Such has been my ambition for quite some time. With this production, I now have the opportunity to seek out that connection, establish it, and help build something that can benefit another's existence.

Scripting this work in the manner I have, in effect, allows me to incorporate my thoughts into the lives of my readers. Such an endeavor provides them with something to ponder, not only for the benevolent purposes it may yield, but also to share a measure of my Life with those beyond this haze-filled hutch that keeps me captive. However, in doing so, I was not prepared for the level of detail required for each topic or how deeply I would need to look beneath its veneer to achieve such clarity. It was quite a burdensome task to execute.

I ask each reader to keep in mind that this production is not intended for casual reading but rather to prompt the audience to proactively enhance their core knowledge. With this in mind, I created brief title introductions for each article to establish a baseline definition and frame its complement for better comprehension. Crafting it in this style had dual motives: first, to clarify its purpose; and second, to give those who consume its product a chance to expand their knowledge beyond what they currently possess.

That said, allow me to elucidate what I mean by 'not for light or easy reading.'

According to those who have established the boundaries of consummate knowledge, there is an undeniable commingling of forces converging far and wide, which are imperative for creation to exist as it is perceived. All things in existence are based on bipartisanship with some other form of Life. The seminal association between these diverse entities lies in the substance that sustains them and in how they continue to develop and expand throughout the known universe.

The product I refer to is, in essence, more codependent than autonomous. It must exist in such a state, as nothing in known creation is independent of its constitution, especially if it is alive. This blending of materials is the proverbial formula for how each substance propagates and is maintained. Take the quiddity of a star, for instance; from the solar winds its fires produce, down to its core, everything it is feeds another part of its corporeal essence. And, like the human body, which functions much the same way, it, too, will one day burn out.

There is a common thread in all that exists, and it is essential to progress in one form or another. However, when it comes to the pattern of Life design, everything one engages in should support its promotion. Life was not meant to remain idle or be resolved by contentment, but rather to be pursued through the achievements one can dream of, hunt for, or spend one's entire Life toiling to attain what one desires most.

Our species is the most novel creation in our known universe. Humans are what they covet and what they despise, all in the same breath. This creates an incredible dichotomy of Love and Hate like no other. Why such a division exists among our species is an enigma, despite its existence since Time immemorial. Despite humans sometimes exhibiting such antipathy toward one another, this author hopes that humanity can grow beyond the aforementioned petty trivialities and focus more on its intellect, becoming more tolerant and resilient than ever.

In constructing this Opus, I incorporated specific nouns, adjectives, and pronoun forms to enhance clarity for the reader. This referred not only to our species as a whole but also to the individual, regardless of where each word appears in the text. I have also deliberately chosen to capitalize specific keywords throughout this creation for two reasons. #1) To direct readers' attention to a particular section of this manuscript where the corresponding definition can be found. For page identification, each keyword can be located in the 'Table of Contents.' #2) To demonstrate how these terms relate, creating 'The Ties That Bind' us all together.

Additionally, I would like my reader(s) to be aware that this work was not intended to be read like an average novel. Each article contained herein is standalone, and one should not rely on any other reference to comprehend them. These articles can be read in any order, at any time, provided the reader understands that each piece was crafted for a specific purpose and a particular circumstance where the reader might need its definition clarified. For instance, if one seeks knowledge regarding Faith and Death, both articles can be read together without confusing the meaning behind either topic; rather, they can be read out of order or aligned with their inverse complements. Simply put, 'Start anywhere you like, and read as you will, so long as you start at the beginning of the article; this way, you can glean the beneficial quality from its written composition without losing any of its meaning or intent.'






Note to the reader(s):






When it comes to the following concepts: metaphysics and philosophy, the descriptions below clarify each subject and educate the reader(s) about what these terms represent. These notions include partial paraphrases and slightly modified descriptions of their defining characteristics. These excerpts were drawn from an unabridged dictionary whose name I do not remember. I have also included a direct quotation from the same reference book. This was added for continuity and to help highlight and clarify the unique phraseology used throughout this book.

The term 'Metaphysics' derives its name from several sources that, in turn, shape its definition and scope within philosophy. When philosophy is applied to any particular region of knowledge, it indicates the general laws or principles by which the contributory phenomena or facts relating to that subject can be mentally grasped. The term 'Theology' originates from the question of where the supreme power, or the divine itself, is located. Such an understanding is not only based on the superior essence that defines Life for human beings, but also on what humanity believes created its resolute and definitive nature.

Additionally, when philosophy is applied to tangible, worldly objects, the term is 'Physics.' However, when applied to human beings, the term is often associated with 'Anthropology and Psychology,' where logic and ethics are generally connected and used for consumption and understanding. However, it is called 'Philosophy' when it pertains to a specific theory or philosophical system that explains particular occurrences or events. Using this exact terminology, one can glean the feasible definitions of Reasoning, practical wisdom, argumentation, calmness of temper and judgment, serenity, fortitude, stoicism, and the nexus where misfortune intersects with philosophy.

All of philosophy's applicable characteristics are the literal terms that weave together the concepts of Love, the practical application of the search for enlightenment, and the perception, examination, and definition of any particular wonder. This concept determines the cause and reason of any random or qualified engagement, meaning those governed by the power and laws of a specific ideological belief system.

The first definition of a philosopher is one who philosophizes and is versed in or devoted to philosophy. The second is representative of one who reduces the principles of philosophy to practice in the conduct of Life, one who lives according to the rules of practical wisdom, and one who meets or regards all vicissitudes with calmness. However, to philosophize is to reason like a philosopher, to search into the reason and nature of things, and to investigate phenomena, all of which are measures meant to assign rational causes to their existence.






The following is a direct quote from Sir Walter Hamilton:






"Philosophy has been defined as the conscience of things divine and human, and the causes in which they are contained,—the science of effects by their causes,—the science of sufficient reason,—the science of things possible,—the science of things deduced from the first principles,—the science of truths sensible and abstract,—the application of reason to its legitimate objects,—the science of the relations of all knowledge to the necessary ends of human reason,—the science of the original form of the ego, or mental self,—the science of science,—the science of the absolute,—the science of the absolute indifference of the ideal and real."






In conclusion, I thoroughly enjoyed writing this extensive digest and sharing my thoughts with every reader. I anticipate that those who take the Time to peruse this exposition will be pleasantly delighted with the helpful collection of articles contained herein and find a degree of use within its humble pages to enhance their lives. I am confident that most readers will enjoy their journey through my mind, not only for the information to draw from but also for how I chose to adorn the many colorful warrens with unique and inspiring diction along the way.






...This creation is my gift to the world, and nothing would give me greater joy than to know that "My voice mattered to someone, I left a legacy behind, and I created something out of a nothing Life."








A true pleasure to share, T.C. Monk

΅

––––––––
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"Here comes the orator with his flood of words and his drop of reason."

––––––––
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(Benjamin Franklin)
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– ETERNITY –
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(1)
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The word "Eternity" is a noun. It is defined as existing or being in a state of existence, indefinitely, never-ending, an everlasting condition with no boundary to confine it.






*  *  *
[image: ]







At the outset of this article, I must admit that I initially had a rudimentary understanding of Eternity and found myself struggling with its structural veracity and complexity, which is not surprising given the subject matter. For clarity, the only comparison I can offer is a labyrinth with no end and an incomprehensible design. This subject required a good measure of Time and reflective meditation before I finally concluded; I could refine the concept more existentially, allowing my audience to choose how they wish to perceive it. Once this thought germinated, I understood what I decided to incorporate in this article and why.

When one wishes to tackle the subject of Eternity, one would first need to acquire a basic understanding of its intrinsic nature rather than rely on the proposed scientific theory humanity has attached to it. Engaging in such an action without an intellectual standard to define its scope would be a faux pas, entirely obscuring the clarity they seek: comprehension. Furthermore, it would be beneficial for the reader of this work to set aside any preconceived notions they may have about this subject before reading it, as this rendering is intended to offer an alternative viewpoint for considering the ambiguity of such a motif. In doing so, one might harvest more from examining this creative production than one may realize and subsequently come away with a more limpid understanding of what it means to comprehend its quiddity.

It is essential to emphasize that Eternity is not a simple concept to describe or define, as its essence evokes profound humility. Several of the fundamental themes I will discuss in this article align with the general school of thought most people adopt, which is taught from a young age. Some of the information presented will be drawn from academic sources, including descriptive language and definitions. However, the remainder will reflect the knowledge and understanding I have acquired regarding its existence and uniformity.

Consider this: when humans think of the word Eternity, their initial thoughts are bound to one of the following categories (if not all):






1) The unfathomable expanse of the universe.

2) What encompasses everything.

3) A sense of Time, and

4) An immeasurable distance.






The things that fall within the realm humans define as Eternity are mere shades of these four governing notions. But why does humanity think in such a restrictive manner? Why only four columns? Does this not contradict the fundamental concept of endlessness? One could pose the latter query, but the honest answer is that there must be a limit to everything in creation, including the parameters of the infinite and their application to both thought and design. 

Strangely, humans often use the term 'limitless' when defining things. Such an endeavor smacks of uncertainty and a desperate need for closure, yet this is how the mind works. It boils down to the need for an index, a framework to codify items for Future recognition. Even if the details are somewhat tentative, this at least provides a baseline for what it is attempting to classify. There will be Time later to address any corrective measures for such hypotheses, especially if an error is discovered in their structural design.

I do not intend to be accusatory, mordant, or overly detailed in my recitation, but such is necessary to expose the truth within the body of my descriptive narration. Most humans tend to compare themselves to what they read, as it draws on a desire to know whether they act or think the same way it is written. And, even though this is a faulty and unreliable method of self-examination, there is nothing deleterious with this form of comparative association, as long as one recognizes the importance of retractive and reformative thinking. Such is not a natural proclivity or measure of actuation employed by every human mind, but rather a requirement to be mindful of, especially if they wish to avoid public ridicule for cutting corners or a lack of professional due diligence.

With that being said, shall we proceed down the rabbit hole? Good, then "follow meeeee..."






╥╭╮╥






Most humans understand that Eternity encompasses all things in existence (See category #2 of this section) and that all necessary elements in equal and opposing measures exist within its folds. These allotments exist in the required combination and degree. No force, in and of itself, is more crucial than any other. Their apportionment is precisely formulated to maintain the equilibrium of creation throughout Life's cosmic tapestry.

The mental perception of existence that most people devise for themselves is not only a method of organized assimilation but also a means of identifying the structure of all things they have come to know. Humans must create such a framework, as it establishes a focal point—the true center of balance — between the terminal points of Life's spectrum. The crafting of these prodigious thoughts by humanity not only aligns with humankind's curious nature but also feeds its ego and its assumed superiority.

Furthermore, it fosters a measure of gradation that establishes a causal connection between all things in one's perceived reality. And, even though the defining boundary and nature of its essence are verily unknown to humanity, its unwavering presence remains a prominent and controlling factor in its ever-changing macrocosm. It is quite a mystery why one cannot marvel at being aware of such a unique aspect. Every day, I am in awe of its wondrous existence. I have always thought, "The treasures of Eternity carry a temporal value, all of which are woven by the graceful hands of Time and meted by the subtle touch of Death." – T.C. Monk

Eternity measures the balance of deficiency with necessity, progress with conformity, and creation with detraction. All of these factors are prerequisites for the building blocks of Life design, and each has its own designated parts for specific purposes. Nothing in the physical universe comes or is enacted without an assigned plan of action attached. There is no set method of construction woven around it, nor is it devised without its coequal dependents as part of its design structure, other than its nature being telescopic.

However, there is much to contemplate regarding Eternity, but where does one begin? The concept of Eternity is thought to have no beginning, no end, and no definitive composition one can perceive beyond the assumed. How does one even attempt to contemplate the abstruse probabilities of such a notion? The possibility of this is doubtful, as humanity's current knowledge is genuinely inadequate to comprehend the scope of its penultimate form.

I'd like to share a brief story for all my readers to consider. This is relevant to the article's overall theme and also showcases another aspect of my writing prowess, which may enhance the impression I make.

– I had a dream about Eternity a Time ago, which left a keen impression on my mind and generated the impulse and desire to script this entire compilation. Its overall sense was not something I would be comfortable imparting or convincing anyone of being divinely inspired, as I do not ascribe to such assumptions; instead, I tagged it as a manifestation of the undisciplined mind. And, based upon this extrapolation, I am not only convinced that it is the veritable nature by which the mind conscripts the amorphous reality of the unknown, but also how it contrives anything it needs at the moment, even proffering itself a clear-cut definition of a thing it previously lacked any knowledge regarding. How such is possible, I could not explain.

Usually, when I awaken from a dream, I cannot recall most - if any - of the details, but in this particular instance, my mind seemed to latch onto the contrived eidos like a steel trap. Within the chimera, my consciousness felt completely absent. The only perceivable thing in my field of vision was an immense structure, a reasonable distance from my current locus. Although I could see it, I could not determine its true nature because my vision was limited by its immense size. I could feel how real it was, yet its presence was indefinable, and my mind was at a loss for comprehension. Its substance appeared solid, but its essence undulated slowly within an invisible barrier, much as the contents of a gaseous planet are contained within its scope of regulatory control —the corollary of gravity.

Its presence was neither menacing nor threatening. Still, the proximity of its existence to my general being gave off the impression that it was deceptively massive. Yet, somehow, ultimately constrained like a sponge stuffed into an undersized container it was never meant to occupy, straining to break free. Even though I was on the exterior of this globe-like mass, I somehow understood with absolute certainty what was inside its boundary. It was the universe I came from, the one I was
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