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WRITE-ON PAGES


Any references to ‘writing in this book’ refer to the original printed version.

Readers should write on a separate piece of paper in these instances. In some cases, readers may find it necessary to copy activities onto a separate piece of paper.
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The words ‘secret intelligence’ and ‘espionage’ often bring to mind the shadowy world of Cold War intrigue inhabited by James Bond in the Ian Fleming novels. The fictional British Secret Service agent is aided in his daring exploits by gadgets supplied by Q Branch, such as the infamous booby-trapped attaché case. This incredible device was, in fact, a real invention from the Second World War and was primed to explode when the lid was opened. Fleming himself worked in British naval intelligence and conceived Operation Goldeneye, a wartime plan to spy on General Franco’s Spain, so it is unsurprising that his wartime experiences gave inspiration to his novels.

The stories unearthed at The National Archives and featured in this book span five hundred years of spying, from Henry VIII to the Cold War. They include the Gunpowder Plot to blow up Parliament in 1605, which was foiled thanks to a piece of last-minute intelligence. The threat of foreign invasion was kept at bay, traitors apprehended, diplomacy conducted and wars fought – all with the aid of spies.

What these stories show is that the motives and methods of spying are surprisingly enduring. The need to understand an adversary’s capability can be seen both in the intelligence on the Spanish Armada, sent to invade Elizabeth I’s England in 1588, but also in the monitoring of Soviet military deployments in East Germany in the 1980s. Ciphers were used by Mary, Queen of Scots, to encrypt her letters in a treasonous plot in 1586 to supplant Elizabeth I. Hundreds of years later, the cracking of the German Enigma codes – used to encrypt military communications – would prove vital to Allied victory in the Second World War. Invisible ink was as useful a tool in the First World War as it had been during the Gunpowder Plot.

The true story of espionage is as extraordinary as fiction, and it begins hundreds of years ago …




[image: 1 Early Intelligence]

Kings were expected to hide their thinking from all but their closest advisers, partly because household spies were an accepted fact of elite life in the past. Even if it only resulted in gossip and did not cause a political crisis, monarchs required their officials to keep secret any knowledge that touched the wellbeing of the king or the health of the realm. Kings and queens had their spies listening into conversations from all manners of hiding places. Letters also contained secrets and were often intercepted.

Codes and ciphers were widely used by political rulers in sixteenth-century Europe. Monarchs, ministers and ambassadors often established cipher offices and employed cipher secretaries to encrypt diplomatic or military information. Mary, Queen of Scots, had a cipher secretary handle her ‘secret’ correspondence to communicate with her supporters while she was imprisoned in England. However, the encrypted messages were not as secure as she hoped.

Queen Elizabeth faced a constant threat from her enemies in England and Europe. Anti-Catholic laws created a climate of fear. The Catholic Mass was banned, those who would not attend Church of England services were fined or imprisoned, lands were confiscated, and to harbour Catholic priests was deemed treasonable. Sir Francis Walsingham, Elizabeth’s Secretary of State, began recruiting spies from Oxford and Cambridge Universities and established the first known school of espionage in England. The exiled Roman Catholic spy Antony Standen passed information from Europe to Walsingham. His intelligence reports on the Spanish Armada made him a key figure in the Elizabethan secret service. He returned to England after nearly forty years in exile but his loyalty to his religion over the service to his country resulted in his imprisonment in the Tower of London.

Conspiracies to overthrow Elizabeth were uncovered by Walsingham’s men throughout her reign. From 1571 to 1586 the discovery of a series of plots to establish Mary, Queen of Scots, on the throne led to the trial and execution of Mary and many of her friends and allies.

The State Papers at The National Archives are full of letters from informers and accounts of interrogations and searches.

1: THE BAG OF SECRETS

The Baga de Secretis was a repository for the records of some of the most important, sensational, constitutional state trials. Lasting for the next three centuries, this ‘Bag of Secrets’ – named after the original oxhide pouch that was used, and succeeded by a locked closet – lasted for the next three centuries and contained intelligence or evidence of high-profile traitors obtained by espionage, including the Gunpowder plotters, those plotting to place usurpers such as Mary, Queen of Scots, on the throne, and the regicides who had condemned King Charles I for treason; its multiple locks kept its contents safe from prying eyes.

[image: ]
Illustration of Charles I on coram rege rolls that detailed court proceedings of the Court of King’s Bench.

SPYDLE CHALLENGE

Reveal the name of the English royal (4, 6) whose trial documents were once kept in the Baga de Secretis. Jumbled up in the bag below are the letters of this unfortunate person’s name, which can be formed using each letter exactly once.

[image: An illustration of a bag with the following letters arranged in a jumbled fashion: E, Y, O, N, L, A, E, N, N, and B.]
Once you have found the hidden royal, how many regular English words can you find that can be spelled using the centre letter plus two or more of the other letters? No letter may be used more times than it appears within the circle. Targets: 20 words (good); 25 words (excellent).

2: HIDDEN HEARINGS

The fortress network around the English territory of Calais was a key outpost for trade and the projection of England’s political influence. Struggling to keep control and in ill health, King Henry VII wanted to know what his chief officials in the garrison and town felt about the prospects for the Tudor dynasty keeping the crown. In September 1504, John Flamank, a royal agent, hid in a cupboard in the treasurer of Calais’s house to discover what they were talking about. He overheard and recorded a discussion full of potential disloyalty, dangerous self-interest, speculation on the succession of the crown, and of growing tension at the top of a vulnerable regime.

Flamank’s lengthy intelligence report was quickly sent to the king. It represents a rare survival of the kind of political information that we know was circulating within the government at Westminster across the medieval and early modern periods.

[image: ]
Rough plan of Calais from 1500s, showing citadel, batteries, gates and churches.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE

Imagine you are recording the activities of three royal spies posted in European cities, and trying to understand which spy has heard what about the monarchy – and from inside which hiding place. Use your skills of logical deduction, along with the chart and table, to work out where each spy heard what snippet of gossip, both with respect to which city they were in and at what clandestine spot.


	The story overheard from a lavatory did not take place in Porto

	The rumour that the queen is unfaithful did not originate in Seville, nor was it acquired by hiding in a wardrobe

	Porto was not the place where a spy hid in a pantry

	The story that the new king is weak was overheard from a lavatory



[image: A chart for working out a report from multiple options. The possible reports overheard are that a coup is likely, the new king is weak and the queen is unfaithful. The possible cities reported from are Avignon, Porto and Seville. The possible hiding places are lavatory, pantry and wardrobe.]
[image: ]

3: TUDOR TROUBLE

In an open diplomatic letter sent in Latin on 1 November 1509, eighteen-year-old Henry VIII of England was rebuked by his father-in-law, the much more experienced King Ferdinand of Aragon, for stating his strategic thinking towards France and Venice. At the end of the month, Ferdinand wrote in cipher to his daughter Queen Catherine, who was acting as his temporary ambassador, stressing the importance of discretion.

[image: ]
Henry VIII depicted in the Court of King’s Bench coram rege rolls.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE

What was the warning that Ferdinand sent to his daughter? It has been disguised and left up to you to work out exactly what it was.

‘Ycerces si yrassecen

ni taerg sesirpretne dna

taht gnihton dluohs eb

nettirw tpecxe ni rehpic’

4: VENETIAN SECRETS

Interception and coding/decoding of correspondence – and disguising it – were universal aspects of Renaissance diplomacy. The Venetian Ambassador, Andrea Badoer, who was in England from 1509–15, revealed that he knew his correspondence was being opened – most likely by Thomas Wolsey.

Thomas Wolsey was a clergyman, royal chaplain and king’s almoner (responsible for distributing alms to the poor). He quickly took control of England’s diplomacy as Henry VIII sought to re-start war with France. Wolsey’s expert bureaucratic brain and capacity to retain and manipulate information made him an ideal spymaster.

[image: ]
Early sixteenth-century Venetian correspondence in code.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE

Use your code-cracking skills to decipher the names of these ten historical Italian city-states, whose names have been disguised in the same way.

SELIRNU

GEITE

GINUE

ENCUNE

SOINE

POSE

EMELFO

REGASE

NULO

CELEBROE

As an extra challenge, how would the city of VENICE appear if encoded in the same way?

5: A CUNNING DISGUISE

England captured the French city of Tournai in the war of 1513, and it was run as an English outpost, even sending Members of Pariament (MPs) to the Westminster parliament. In April 1517, the Ambassador to France, Sir Richard Jerningham, received a letter from the king’s council instructing him to ‘set spies upon the French’. He then wrote to the governors of Tournai with news on what he planned to do.

Jerningham had two men already in the French king’s court at Paris. He had already sent three more into Normandy. With rumours that German troops were ending their occupation of the Champagne region, he sent two linguists disguised as merchants – Robert van Claise and Thomas Lewis – to find out what was happening. They spoke to the captain of the German troops and sent back a full report on the movements. Another spy also passed on information on problems with Swiss mercenaries serving the French, and the news that many more had been recruited for a planned attack on Tournai.

[image: ]
A certificate issued in 1513 to prove that a French prisoner living in England was not a spy and had never been in the service of the King of France.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE

Imagine you are coordinating a team of spies to be sent abroad, each disguised as a merchant of some kind, each speaking a different language and posted to a different French city. Use your deductive skills to work out where each spy is being sent, speaking what language, and with which faked goods.


	The spy conversing in French is either in Marseille or is selling spices – but not both

	The French-speaker is not in Annecy

	The spy speaking Dutch is either in Rouen or is the spice merchant – but not both

	Jewellery is not the ware being sold by the spy speaking French

	Flemish is not the language spoken by the jewellery merchant



[image: A chart for working out the details of the spies who are sent abroad as merchants. The languages spoken are Dutch, Flemish and French. The places that the spies are sent to are Annecy, Marseille and Rouen. The merchant wares sold are cloth, jewellery and spices.]
[image: ]

6: EXPENSIVE ASSETS

Henry VIII’s war with France and Scotland in 1512–13 cost a huge amount of money and spying played a large part in war preparations. Right at the start of Henry VIII’s reign, in September 1509, the deputy Lieutenant of Calais, Sir Gilbert Talbot, was given a large sum for ‘spyall money’. This became a regular payment in his budget.

[image: ]
A record of spyall money payment.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE

Reveal the initial sum given to Sir Gilbert Talbot, in pounds. To calculate it, start with the number at the top of the chain, then follow the arrows to apply each operation in turn until you reach the ‘TOTAL’ box, writing your answer at the bottom. As part of the Spydle challenge, try to do the entire calculation in your head without writing anything down until you reach the final TOTAL area.

[image: An illustration of a path with a math problem. The elements along the path are 10, times 4, divided by 8, plus 42, times 3, plus 3, square root, plus one-third, square root, times 100, minus 70, divided by 11, minus 12, divided by 2, times 15, plus 43, divided by 2, minus 37, times 2 and total.]
7: SPINELLY’S SPY

Early in Henry VIII’s reign, letters from Sir Thomas Spinelly, the resident ambassador and spy in Antwerp, show the range of information he was able to gather. This included ship movements, arrivals and departures of people and copies of letters. He was also able to mobilise spies in other locations to follow trails.

A year earlier, in early 1513, Spinelly sent a man called Joes Pierdux on a coastal journey from Veer in Flanders to Brest in western France. He recorded the number of the French king’s ships of war in each major harbour, and even noted where Scottish vessels were anchored. The resulting report was sent to Henry VIII on 21 March 1513.

[image: ]
A sixteenth-century sketch of Crozon Fort, near Brest.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE

Imagine you are receiving reports from a spy abroad about the European coastal ports they have visited on a particular mission, and need to


	Cascais was visited before, but not immediately before, Bilbao

	Brest was the last port visited

	Bayonne was visited immediately before Brest

	Cascais was visited at some point between Cadiz and Oporto, although not necessarily in that order

	After Peniche was visited, one more port was visited before the spy then went to Bilbao

	Faro was visited immediately after Cadiz






	Bayonne	[image: ]

	Bilbao	[image: ]

	Brest	[image: ]

	Cadiz	[image: ]

	Cascais	[image: ]

	Faro	[image: ]

	Oporto	[image: ]

	Peniche	[image: ]




8: SPIES AND SUSPICIONS


[image: ]
Fountains Abbey was seized during the dissolution of the monasteries ordered by Henry VIII and subsequently fell into disrepair. This photo of the ruins can be found in files from the Central Office of Information.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE



[image: An illustration of a row of nine numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 5, 3, 3, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 4. The word at the right end of the row is ‘Aide.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of 10 numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 2, 7, 1, 2, 4, 5, 4, 2, 6 and 7. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘A request to attend.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of eight numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 2, 7, 1, 5, 3, 2, 6 and 7. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘Armed infiltration.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of five numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 3, 5, 4, 5 and 7. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘The Devil.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of five numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 3, 5, 2, 7 and 4. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘Venerated person.’]

[image: An illustration of a row of 10 numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 1, 2, 3, 2, 4, 5, 4, 2, 6 and 7. ]

[image: An illustration of a row of seven numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.]
9: FABRICATED FELONIES


[image: ]
A page from the Compendium Compertorum detailing the charges of immorality against the monks and nuns of abbeys and priories.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE



	Kaldham Monalium either owed 20 marks or possessed the Tunic of St Thomas – but not both

	The Belt of St Mary was not said to be at Kaldham Monalium

	Grace Dien Monalium owes 20 pounds

	The institution with the Tunic of St Thomas owes either 20 pounds or 20 marks



[image: A chart for working out the relics possessed and debts owed by three institutions. The relics were the Belt of Saint Mary, Finger of Saint Stephen and Tunic of Saint Thomas. The institutions were Grace Dien Monalium, Kaldham Monalium and Selby. The debts owed were 20 marks, 20 pounds and 300 pounds.]
[image: ]

10: SPY SCHOOL


[image: ]
Illustration of Elizabeth I in the coram rege rolls of the Court of King’s Bench.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE



	It was not the spy recruited from Cambridge University who was sent to Spain

	The spy sent to Belgium had been trained in languages

	Neither the new forger nor decryption specialist had been recruited from London to attend the espionage school

	Decryption training was not part of the studies of the spy who had previously attended Oxford University

	One of the spies was dispatched to France




[image: A chart for working out where the recruits were recruited from, where they are dispatched to and the speciality they are trained in. The recruited locations are Cambridge, London and Oxford. The dispatched locations are Belgium, France and Spain. The specialities are decryption, forgery and languages.]
[image: ]

11: ENEMIES OF THE CROWN


[image: ]
Illustration from the records of the State Papers Office of the meeting at Carberry Hill, near Edinburgh, between Mary, Queen of Scots, and the lords opposed to her, where she was double-crossed and taken prisoner on 15 June 1567.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE










[image: A grid with four rows, each with 13 blocks. The second and the fourth rows are blank. The first row lists letters from A through M. The third row lists letters from N through Z.]

12: SEALED BY A SPY


[image: ]
Seals were used to indicate the legitimacy of a document. This shows the obverse of the seal that Mary, Queen of Scots, would have used to sign her letters – many of which were intercepted by Walsingham’s spies.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE



	Three letters were sent in total, each to a different country and using a different code to disguise the contents.

	The letter with the zodiac code was sent to France.

	None of the letters were sent in the same month.

	One of the letters used an alphabetical code, but it wasn’t the one sent to Scotland.

	The letter sent to Spain was sent in October.

	None of the letters were sent in April, September or November.

	The letter with the number code was not the one sent in May.

	Two of the letters were sent in consecutive calendar months.




[image: ]

13: DOUBLE AGENT


[image: ]
An allegorical sketch found in State Paper records of Mary, Queen of Scots, depicted here as a mermaid – a sign of prostitution – following her fall into disrepute.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE





[image: A grid with four rows, each with 13 blocks. The second and the fourth rows are blank. The first row lists letters from A through M. The third row lists letters from N through Z.]

14: MARY’S CIPHERS


[image: ]
These ciphers from Mary, Queen of Scots, were used to implicate her and bring her to trial.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE




	The queen referred to by one of the symbols represented part of the British Isles

	The royal who was represented by the heart-shaped symbol was a prince

	The person who was replaced in the cipher by a line with two crossing lines was not a royal in the English court

	One of the symbols referred to a Scottish prince




[image: A chart for working out the royal member and their country from their symbol. The royal members are king, prince and queen. The symbols are a circle with a four on the top, a heart and two horizontal lines crossed by a vertical line. The countries are England, Scotland and Spain.]
[image: ]

15: THE NAMES OF TRAITORS



[image: ]
A page of ciphers found within the Tudor State Papers. The ciphers, signed by Anthony Babington in September 1586, were used as evidence in Mary’s trial.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE










16: A FLEXIBLE TRAITOR


[image: ]
An initial detail of Philip and Mary in the coram rege rolls, dated 1558.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE




	One of the journeys was made on horseback, but it was not the one to London.

	The journey made to purchase new property was undertaken in a carriage.

	The journey to visit colleagues was made on horseback.

	The purpose of the visit to Madrid was to seek out new business.

	The journey to London was not made to collect gold.

	The spy had travelled to Brussels by boat.

	One journey was on foot, and another was to Rome.




[image: A chart for determining the objective, destination and modes of transport of a person suspected of treason. The objectives are colleagues, gold, new business and new property. The destinations are Brussels, London, Madrid and Rome. The modes of transport are boat, carriage, horseback and on foot.]
[image: ]

17: BEWARE EAVESDROPPERS


[image: ]
Signature of Elizabeth I, from the Tudor State Papers records.

SPYDLE CHALLENGE



[image: A five-by-seven grid with letters. The letters in each row are as follows. Row 1: Gray square, C, D, E and M. Row 2: S, O, I, D and E. Row 3: I, M, O, I and C. Row 4: K, U, N, A and I. Row 5: E, D, D, R and G. Row 6: O, U, S, N and Y. Row 7: F, T, C, A and black square.]

[image: ]
18: SPIES IN SPAIN



[image: ]
Standen’s report on all the ships, men and supplies in the Spanish Armada came into Walsingham’s hands sometime in 1587.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE



	The combined total of Spanish and German soldiers is 26,000 men

	There are ten times as many German soldiers as there are horses

	The number of Italian soldiers is three-quarters of the number of Spanish soldiers

	There are forty times as many horses as there are galleons

	There are 38,000 soldiers in total




[image: ]

19: ALSO KNOWN AS


[image: ]
These ‘leters of Spayne’ are pages from an intelligence report sent by the English spy Standen in 1587.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE


[image: An illustration of a row of eight numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 8, 3, 1, 7, 2, 1, 4 and 7. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘Immoral; inapt.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of eight numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 4, 9, 6, 8, 9, 4, 4 and 7. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘System designer; mechanic.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of five numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 1, 4, 7, 8 and 5. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘Great danger.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of eight numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 7, 4, 5, 8, 6, 8, 2 and 9. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘Faith system.’]
[image: An illustration of a row of six numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 4, 3, 1, 8, 7 and 4. The phrase at the right end of the row is ‘Britain’s was once the largest.’]

[image: An illustration of a row of six numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 1, 2, 3, 1, 4 and 2.]
[image: An illustration of a row of 10 numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 1, 4, 5, 5, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 8.]

[image: An illustration of a row of nine numbered boxes. The numbers in the boxes from left to right are 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.]
20: MAKING TRACKS



[image: ]
Sketch map from 1578 showing the travelling stops for Elizabeth I’s court.
SPYDLE CHALLENGE



	Hatfield was the stop immediately before Harrow

	Thetford was visited before Shelford, but not immediately before

	Royston was the fourth stop on the journey

	Hampton Court was visited sometime after Hengrave, but not immediately after

	There was exactly one stop between Shelford and Hatfield, with Hatfield visited later

	Hengrave was not the first stop on the journey






	Hampton Court	[image: ]

	Harrow	[image: ]

	Hatfield	[image: ]

	Hengrave	[image: ]

	Royston	[image: ]

	Shelford	[image: ]

	Thetford	[image: ]
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