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			Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date

			Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—campgrounds open and close, grow and contract; regulations change; facilities come under new management, etc.

			We would appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:

			FalconGuides Reader Response/Editorial Department 246 Goose Lane Guilford, CT 06437

			Or you may e-mail us at:

			editorial@falcon.com

			Thanks for your input, and happy travels!

		

	
		
			
				
					[image: frame-1]
				

			

		

	
		
			
				
					[image: frame-3]
				

			

			An imprint of Rowman & Littlefield

			Falcon and FalconGuides are registered trademarks and Make Adventure Your Story is a trademark of Rowman & Littlefield.

			 

			Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK

			 

			Copyright © 2004, 2016 Rowman & Littlefield

			All photos by Randy Stapilus unless otherwise noted.

			Maps created by Trailhead Graphics © The Globe Pequot Press

			 

			All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.

			 

			British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Information available

			 

			ISSN 1548-2642

			ISBN 978-1-4930-1934-2 (paperback)

			ISBN 978-1-4930-1935-9 (e-­book)

			 

			[image: 16183.jpg] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.

			
				The author and Rowman & Littlefield assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.

			

		

	
		
			Contents

			Acknowledgments

			How to Use This Guide

			About Idaho

			Idaho’s Campgrounds

			Idaho Outdoors

			Northern Idaho

			Area 1: Boundary

			1. Meadow Creek

			2. Smith Lake

			3. Copper Creek

			4. Robinson Lake

			Area 2: Priest Lake

			5. Priest Lake State Park

			6. Outlet

			7. Osprey

			8. Luby Bay

			9. Reeder Bay

			10. Beaver Creek

			Area 3: Pend Oreille

			11. Whiskey Rock Bay

			12. Porcupine Lake

			13. Sam Owen

			14. Springy Point Recreation Area

			15. Round Lake State Park

			16. Riley Creek Recreation Area

			17. Priest River Recreation Area

			18. Albeni Cove Recreation Area

			19. Green Bay

			Area 4: Coeur d’Alene

			20. Farragut State Park

			21. Mokins Bay

			22. Honeysuckle

			23. Beauty Creek

			24. Bell Bay

			25. Heyburn State Park

			Area 5: Silver Valley

			26. Berlin Flat

			27. Kit Price

			28. Devil’s Elbow

			29. Big Hank

			30. Bumblebee

			Area 6: St. Joe

			31. Conrad Crossing

			32. Fly Flat

			33. Line Creek (Stock Camp)

			34. Spruce Tree

			35. Tin Can Flat

			36. Turner Flat

			37. Big Creek

			38. Huckleberry

			39. Shadowy St. Joe

			40. Emerald Creek

			Area 7: Palouse

			41. Little Boulder Creek

			42. Laird Park

			43. Giant White Pine

			44. McCroskey State Park

			Area 8: Clearwater

			45. Hells Gate State Park

			46. Pink House Recreation Site

			47. Dworshak State Park

			48. Dent Acres

			49. Grandad Creek

			50. Aquarius

			51. Hidden Creek

			52. Kelly Forks

			53. Noe Creek

			54. Washington Creek

			Area 9: Wilderness

			55. Indian Creek

			56. Paradise

			57. Granite Springs/Poet Creek

			58. Red River/Ditch Creek/Bridge Creek

			59. White Sand

			60. Powell

			61. Wendover/Whitehouse

			62. Jerry Johnson

			Area 10: Camas Prairie

			63. Pine Bar

			64. Fish Creek

			65. South Fork/Castle Creek

			66. Wild Goose

			67. Apgar Creek

			68. Wilderness Gateway

			69. O’Hara Bar/Johnson Bar

			70. Winchester Lake State Park

			Area 11: Lower Salmon

			71. Seven Devils/Windy Saddle

			72. Spring Bar

			73. Hammer Creek

			74. Slate Creek

			Southwest Idaho

			Area 12: Seven Devils

			75. Brownlee

			76. Big Flat

			77. Cabin Creek

			78. Lafferty

			79. Huckleberry

			80. Black Lake

			81. Evergreen

			82. Cold Springs

			83. Grouse Creek

			84. Hazard Lake

			85. Last Chance

			Area 13: Heartland

			86. Upper Payette Lake

			87. Ponderosa

			88. Lake Fork

			89. Ponderosa State Park

			90. Kennally Creek

			91. Lake Cascade State Park/Northwest

			92. Amanita/Rainbow Point

			93. French Creek

			94. Lake Cascade State Park/Blue Heron

			95. Lake Cascade State Park/Big Sage

			96. Lake Cascade State Park/Crown Point

			97. Lake Cascade State Park/Van Wyck

			98. Lake Cascade State Park/Sugarloaf

			99. South Fork Salmon River

			100. Warm Lake

			101. Penn Basin

			102. Poverty Flat

			103. Buckhorn Bar/Four Mile/Camp Creek

			104. Golden Gate/Yellow Pine

			105. Trout Creek

			Area 14: Weiser

			106. Steck Park

			107. Mann Creek

			108. Paradise

			109. Spring Creek

			110. Justrite

			Area 15: Gem

			111. Montour

			112. Antelope

			113. Eastside

			114. Sagehen Creek

			115. Hollywood

			Area 16: Payette River

			116. Swinging Bridge/Canyon/Cold Springs

			117. Big Eddy

			118. Hot Springs

			119. Tie Creek/Trail Creek

			120. Hardscrabble

			121. Rattlesnake

			122. Silver Creek

			123. Boiling Springs

			Area 17: Lowman

			124. Pine Flats

			125. Deadwood

			126. Barney’s/Riverside/Cozy Cove

			127. Park Creek

			128. Mountain View

			129. Kirkham

			130. Helende

			131. Bonneville

			132. Grand Jean

			133. Bull Trout Lake

			134. Bear Valley/Fir Creek

			Area 18: Boise Basin

			135. Ninemeyer

			136. Power Plant/Riverside

			137. Grayback Gulch

			138. Black Rock

			139. Ten Mile

			140. Bad Bear

			141. Hayfork

			142. Edna Creek

			143. Willow Creek

			Area 19: Southwest

			144. North Fork

			145. On the River

			146. Shafer Butte

			Area 20: Anderson Ranch Reservoir

			147. Anderson Ranch Dam Spillway

			148. Evans Creek

			149. Big Roaring River Lake / Big Trinity Lake

			150. Curlew Creek

			151. Pine

			152. Elks Flat

			153. Abbot/Baumgartner/Chaparral/Willow Creek

			Area 21: Elmore

			154. Bruneau Dunes State Park

			155. Cove

			156. Three Island Crossing State Park

			Central Idaho

			Area 22: Salmon

			157. Twin Creek

			158. Morgan Bar

			159. Wallace Lake

			160. Shoup Bridge

			161. Tower Rock

			162. Williams Lake

			163. Cougar Point

			164. Iron Lake

			Area 23: Cobalt

			165. Yellowjacket Lake

			166. Bighorn Crags

			167. Deep Creek

			168. Ebenezer Bar

			169. Corn Creek

			Area 24: Stanley Basin

			170. Boundary Creek/Dagger Falls

			171. Lola Creek

			172. Beaver Creek

			173. Sheep Trail

			174. Trap Creek

			175. Elk Creek

			176. Lakeview/Inlet

			177. Stanley Lake

			178. Iron Creek

			179. Riverside Group

			180. Mormon Bend/Salmon River

			181. Basin Creek

			182. Chinook Bay

			183. Glacier View

			184. Mount Heyburn

			185. Mountain View

			186. Outlet

			187. Point

			188. Sockeye

			189. Redfish Lake

			190. Pettit Lake

			191. Alturas Lake

			192. Chemeketan

			Area 25: Challis

			193. West Fork Morgan Creek

			194. Cottonwood

			195. Mosquito Flat Reservoir

			196. Mill Creek

			197. Bayhorse

			198. Bayhorse Lake

			199. East Fork

			200. Holman Creek

			201. O’Brien

			202. Blind Creek

			203. Flat Rock/Pole Flat

			204. Custer No. 1

			205. Bonanza

			Area 26: Wood River

			206. Deer Creek

			207. Federal Gulch

			208. Boundary

			209. Park Creek

			210. Caribou

			211. Murdock

			212. North Fork

			213. Wood River

			214. Easley

			215. Boulder View

			216. Baker Creek

			Area 27: Blaine Valley

			217. Bowns / Canyon Transfer Camp

			218. Myrtle Point/Lava Point/Lava Cove

			219. Little Wood Reservoir

			220. High-­Five

			Area 28: Magic Valley

			221. Schipper

			222. Lower Penstemon

			223. Pettit

			224. Diamondfield Jack

			225. Porcupine Springs

			226. Lud Drexler Park

			227. Gray’s Landing/Norton Bay

			228. Thorn Creek

			229. Bear Gulch

			Area 29: Cassia

			230. Brackenbury

			231. Bennett Springs

			232. Lake Cleveland

			233. Thompson Flat

			234. City of Rocks

			235. Bostetter

			236. Father & Sons

			237. McClendon Springs

			238. Sublett Creek

			239. Mill Flat

			240. Lake Walcott State Park

			Area 30: Leadore

			241. Agency Creek

			242. McFarland

			243. Big Eight Mile

			244. Smokey Cubs

			245. Meadow Lake

			246. Hawley Creek (Upper and Lower)

			Area 31: Lost River

			247. Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve

			248. Iron Bog

			249. Loristica

			250. Mackay Reservoir

			251. Phi Kappa

			252. Wildhorse

			253. Star Hope

			254. Summit Creek

			255. Timber Creek

			256. Morse Creek

			Eastern Idaho

			Area 32: Dubois

			257. Birch Creek

			258. Medicine Lodge Creek

			259. Stoddard Creek

			Area 33: Fremont

			260. Henry’s Lake State Park

			261. Flat Rock

			262. Big Springs

			263. Buffalo

			264. Upper Coffee Pot

			265. McCrea Bridge

			266. Buttermilk

			267. West End

			268. Box Canyon

			269. Riverside

			270. Warm River

			271. Pole Bridge

			272. St. Anthony Sand Dunes

			273. Egin Lakes

			Area 34: Idaho Falls

			274. Graves Creek

			275. Cutthroat Trout

			276. Sage Hen Flats

			277. Juniper Park

			278. Kelly Island

			279. Table Rock

			280. South Tourist Park

			Area 35: Upper Snake

			281. Mike Harris

			282. Trail Creek

			283. Pine Creek

			284. Falls

			285. Calamity/Bear Creek

			286. Palisades Creek

			287. Big Elk Creek

			288. Blowout

			289. McCoy Creek

			Area 36: Blackfoot

			290. Big Springs Group Site

			291. Dike Lake

			292. Mill Canyon

			293. Diamond Creek

			294. Gravel Creek

			295. Pine Bar

			296. Tincup

			Area 37: American Falls

			297. Sportsman Park

			298. Massacre Rocks State Park

			299. Pipeline

			300. Snake River Vista

			301. Willow Bay Recreation Area

			302. Scout Mountain

			Area 38: Bear River

			303. Hawkins Reservoir

			304. Malad Summit

			305. Curlew

			306. Dry Canyon

			307. Redpoint

			308. Maple Grove

			309. Albert Moser

			310. Willow Flat

			Area 39: Bear Lake

			311. Eightmile Canyon/Cold Springs

			312. Emigration

			313. Summit View

			314. Montpelier Canyon

			315. Bear Lake State Park

			316. Paris Springs

			317. Cloverleaf/St. Charles

			318. Beaver Creek

			 

			Index

			About the Author

			
				
					[image: frame-7]
				

			

		

	
		
			Acknowledgments

			People in Idaho love to criticize the federal agencies so visible around the state: the US Department of Agriculture Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and others. At the risk of outraging a number of Idahoans, however, this must be said: The personnel of the forest service, BLM, and other agencies—federal, state, and local—have without exception been wonderfully helpful in providing background information for this book. However many campgrounds you visit, however many campers you talk to (and we talked to plenty of campers and others in the course of researching the campgrounds), you still can’t know enough about all of those campgrounds to develop a full, comprehensive picture without help from the people who actually manage them.

			These very helpful people include (among many others) Clem Pope at the Krassel Ranger Station (Payette National Forest); Dennis Thompson and Jill Hill at the Burley District (Bureau of Land Management); Rick Just at the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation; Bill Boggs at the Idaho Falls District (Bureau of Land Management); Sherri Lesch at the Weiser Ranger Station (Payette National Forest); Maury Young at the Montpelier Ranger Station (Caribou-­Targhee National Forest); Ron Goold, campground host at Warm Lake (Payette National Forest); Mary Price at the St. Maries Ranger Station (Panhandle National Forest); Eileen Ball at the Palouse Ranger Station (Clearwater National Forest); Teresa Seloske at the Slate Creek Ranger Station (Nez Perce National Forest); Jan Albertson and Becky Nedrow at the Ashton Ranger Station (Caribou-­Targhee National Forest); Pam Brown at the Burley office of the Bureau of Reclamation; Kathy Williams at the Malad Ranger substation (Caribou-­Targhee National Forest); Melissa Fowler at the Lost River Ranger Station (Salmon-­Challis National Forest); Dan Misciagna at the Bonners Ferry Ranger Station (Panhandle National Forest); and Dion Wilson at the Island Park Ranger Station (Caribou-­Targhee National Forest).

			Besides all these land managers, I got a great deal of help from land users, including Steve Pline, Marianne Konvalinka, and Bruce Perry.

			Many thanks to the terrific editorial staff at Globe Pequot, especially Scott Adams, Cary Hull, and Charlene Patterson. And of course to Linda Watkins, who helped with every stage of this book and read the final edition.

			Acknowledgments for the Second Edition

			In addition to the people acknowledged in the first edition (some of whom helped anew, and all of whom set the base for this book), I should add a few more people:

			Jason Kirchner, Patrick Thompson, Brian Harris, Jane Cropp, and Curtis Neppl of the forest service, Antonia Hedrick and Heather Feeney of the Bureau of Land Management Idaho office, and Gina Baltrusch of the US Army Corps of Engineers.

		

	
		
			How to Use This Guide

			Campgrounds are listed in this book by their relation to an easily located city, which should make planning your trip easier. Specific information on campgrounds includes the following:

			Location: Distance and direction from the reference city.

			Sites: Indicates how many camping sites are available and, in some cases, breaks them down by type of site (tent camping as opposed to RV spaces, where that is applicable).

			Facilities: Available services, as of the time of our check on each campground, are noted here. These include availability of drinking water, toilets, fire rings, and so on.

			Fee per night: Indicates the fees as this book went to press, but because fees are subject to change, we advise that you check ahead. These listings should, however, give you an idea of which campgrounds are more or less expensive. The prices generally refer to single as opposed to double or group sites.

			 

			$ = Less than $10

			$$ = $10 to $15

			$$$ = $16 to $20

			$$$$ = More than $20

			 

			Elevation: Idaho’s campgrounds range in elevation from about 700 feet above sea level to more than 10,000 feet above.

			GPS: Elevations are noted for each campground. Be careful of altitude illness issues around the few campgrounds in very high elevations.

			Road conditions: Many of Idaho’s campgrounds are accessible by good roads, but some are extremely remote and on challenging roads. This guide generally does not cover campgrounds inaccessible from roads.

			Management: This section tells you which agency—federal, state, or local—is responsible for this campground and provides contact information. In many cases, private concessionaires operate campgrounds for the public agencies.

			Reservations: Indicates whether reservations can be made for a specific campground (some are first come, first served), and if so, how to make them.

			Activities: What can you do once you get there? This list gives you an idea of your options at each campground.

			Season: Here we indicate when each campground is open, but this can change from year to year, because many campgrounds are opened as snow clears away (and closed as it arrives). However, camping is tolerated in some campgrounds that technically are closed, though no services are provided there by the managing agency.

			Finding the campground: These are the recommended directions from a nearby city or town, preferred over other possible routes.

			The campground: A general description of the campground.

			The quick reference charts with each area give information about the campground services available (number of sites, RV length, toilets, fee, and recreation, and so forth), along with opening and closing dates.

		

	
		
			About Idaho

			Idaho is not often called a border state, but in many ways it is: a place in between the Rocky Mountains of the West and the Pacific Northwest, between the Great Basin deserts and the great interior forests. All of the states can legitimately claim great variety in their landscapes and attractions, but Idaho can stake a claim stronger than most.

			Many visitors to Idaho probably have little idea how much variety there is; the interstates in southern Idaho and on one short strip of the Panhandle provide little clue. To get to Idaho’s highest places, you have to get far from the interstates; the state’s greatest peak, Mount Borah, is near the center of the state, a couple of hours from any of the state’s large population centers. Much the same is true of Idaho’s lowest spots, such as Hells Canyon, said by some (depending on how you measure) to be the deepest gorge in North America.

			Most of Idaho is mountainous, like Nevada or western Montana. There is a massive valley, the Snake River plain, crossing southern Idaho nearly from Wyoming in the east all the way to Oregon, and smaller plains elsewhere. But much of Idaho is too mountainous to make civilization an easy proposition.

			Idaho is one of the most lightly populated states. The largest urban area is around Boise; its population passed 616,000 in the 2010 census. Somewhat less than half as many people live in the Pocatello–Idaho Falls area in the east, and a third large population center is based around Coeur d’Alene in the north. Almost three-­fourths of all the people of Idaho live in these areas, and they are the locus of almost all of the population growth in the last few decades—Idaho was one of the half dozen fastest-­growing states in the nation in that decade. Traditionally, the “resource industries”—timber, mining, and agriculture—provided the economic base for the state. Today agriculture, along with food processing, is still a lead industry, but high-­tech and service industries (including tourism) are at least as important.

			The intrepid souls who do explore Idaho find an endless array of vistas, landforms, and environments. Huge portions of it are off-­limits to encroaching civilization. About two-­thirds of Idaho is publicly owned, and while some of that land is used for timber harvesting or other “multiple use” purposes, most of it is in a natural state. Idaho also has several of the largest wilderness areas in the nation—roadless areas where people can come but not stay or even leave behind a trace of their presence.

			Interstates (84, 86, 15) connect the main population centers in the Snake River valley in the south, and a short strip of I-90 runs across the Panhandle in the north. But Idaho’s highway system remains a work in progress. Many miles of what are now paved highways in Idaho did not exist half a century ago, and new highway miles were paved even in the 2010s. Just one paved road—US 95—links north and south in Idaho; most of it is two-­lane, and long stretches are narrow and twisting. Governors have called it the “goat trail.” Other highways range from twisted and full of switchbacks in mountain areas to long and straight in the valleys. Generally they are passable by all recreational vehicles.

			Off-­highway travel, much of which is also off-­pavement, is another matter. Some backcountry roads are relatively flat and straight, allowing for long runs of 50 miles per hour or even more. But those are unusual; most are more challenging, and travel time for most backcountry travel should be estimated at 20 miles per hour or even less. Many forest roads were developed for logging trucks and are only as finely graded as are needed for those heavy-­duty vehicles. Large recreational vehicles often can and do make their way onto mountainous dirt roads, but the quality varies widely. A carefully driven four-­wheel-­drive vehicle can traverse nearly all maintained backcountry roads, but even in this case, note the qualifiers (carefully driven and nearly all).

			Get a detailed map for the area you’re planning to visit. The forest service has good maps available for its forest areas. If you don’t know what kind of road you’re setting out on, ask someone at the agency that manages the backcountry land and the road (most often, in Idaho, the forest service and the Bureau of Land Management, or the county).

			Time of year matters. Snow survives in the highest elevations well into summer, and even in June and July high-­elevation dirt and gravel roads can turn into mud pits. In some places snow can start again as early as mid-­September. Sudden blizzards in the fall have trapped many a backcountry traveler. Be prepared when you travel. Make sure you have water, food, first-­aid supplies, and extra clothing and blankets to manage through cold weather. That applies even in summer in the higher reaches.

			In the great center of the state, dominated by mountain ranges and wilderness areas, you will find few roads of any kind. Some areas are losing roads: The USDA Forest Service at times has said it will close some roads in forest lands, another reason to supplement your review of maps with a check-­in at agency offices.

			Northern Idaho

			Northern Idaho, especially the Panhandle, tends to see more rain and snow, and it has more large bodies of water. The state’s two largest lakes, Coeur d’Alene and Pend Oreille, are located in the far north. Though a central Washington desert area lies between much of northern Idaho and the Pacific Ocean, a great deal of northern Idaho does resemble the Pacific Northwest region: forested, lush, well watered.

			Campgrounds near the two large lakes often are in high demand, partly because they are located near the large population centers of Coeur d’Alene and Post Falls in Idaho and—just a half hour away—the Spokane, Washington, metro center. Those seeking a more remote getaway, however, can find it in many places through this region. Most of northern Idaho is national forestland, and campgrounds are scattered through remote forestlands from the Canadian border (one of them is easy walking distance from the border) south to Riggins (the traditional border with southern Idaho—and the place where the time zone switches from Pacific in the north to Mountain in the south).

			Southwest Idaho

			About half of Idaho’s population resides in the southwestern part of the state, nearly all of it within about 50 miles of Boise. That puts a crowding pressure on campgrounds especially close to Boise, and on summer weekends most public campgrounds within 100 miles of Boise fill up well before sundown on Friday. That’s especially true because few camping opportunities exist on the desert plains around Boise itself (in what is called the Treasure Valley); most of the camping is found in the mountains above.

			Travel a little farther, and spend more time off paved road and more on gravel, and many more possibilities open. The vast Owyhee Mountains south of Boise and the Snake River are a tremendous resource for truly primitive camping; few formal campsites exist here, but “dispersed camping” is popular all over this huge (and little-­known) region. North of Boise and on up to the popular Cascade Lake and Payette Lake areas near McCall, campgrounds are all over, some directly on highways and others buried deep in the backcountry.

			Central Idaho

			Southern Idaho generally is more arid than the north. There are sand dunes in southwestern and far-­eastern Idaho (and camping is allowed next to them), and large regions of the south are dry enough to qualify for desert status. That statement comes with a big qualifier, though, because the mountains of Idaho often store substantial water in their snowpacks, and because Idaho has a massive river system centering on the Snake River. The Snake—running from eastern Idaho (where it enters the state from Wyoming) through the south to form part of the borders with Oregon and Washington, and leaving Idaho at Lewiston—has a huge system of tributaries. About 87 percent of Idaho is watered by the Snake River system. (Many Idahoans familiar with its backcountry speak not of which county they are in, but of which river basin: “That was in the Payette Basin,” or “Up in the Lochsa.”) Those waters have transformed much of Idaho, and nowhere is that more true than in south-­central Idaho. The central part of the Snake River plain in the southern part of the state is commonly called “the Magic Valley” because of how irrigation has magically transformed a desert once uninviting to any settlers into a well-­populated green garden.

			This central region is some of the most rugged in the state. The Sawtooth Mountains in the very middle of Idaho—near Stanley—are stunning for their jagged peaks, and for the spectacular mountain lakes (Redfish is the most popular) at their feet. South of there lie enormous lava fields, a region called Craters of the Moon, and the opportunity (for those who pick their sites carefully and plan ahead) for mind-­bending desert camping. Farther south still, south of those irrigated fields and south of the Snake River plain, are more mountains, a region remote and little known outside the state, with scenery ranging from the City of Rocks to a mountain campground situated higher than 10,000 feet—and a view spreading out a hundred miles to the north, all the way (on a clear day) to the Sawtooth Mountains.

			Eastern Idaho

			On a national level, eastern Idaho has been overshadowed by neighboring Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. But “the Idaho side” just west of those parks has just as many outdoor activities to offer.

			It has lakes as scenic as those in northern Idaho—Henry’s Lake, Bear Lake, the Blackfoot Reservoir, Palisades Reservoir, among others—which are renowned locally (and among savvy fishermen) but remain little known nationally. It has some of Idaho’s most popular rivers, such as the Salmon to the north and the Henry’s Fork (of the Snake River) to the east (both of which are lined with some of the best campground locations in Idaho). Some of these areas are so popular locally that campgrounds fill up fast on weekends, but many of the more remote places (especially away from the Island Park and Palisades Reservoir area) are often lightly used, even in summer.

		

	
		
			Idaho’s Campgrounds

			Idaho is a popular state for camping, and it draws many thousands of recreation-­minded visitors every year. It has hundreds of campgrounds, and they run the full spectrum, from extremely primitive to the most up-­to-­date and crisply modern (even among some of the public campgrounds). This book covers public campgrounds run by government agencies. In Idaho that covers most of the landscape, because about two-­thirds of Idaho is publicly owned.

			Many campgrounds fall into easily defined categories, but some occupy gray areas. In some cases more than one government agency is involved, and in others government and private entities both have a role. In recent years actual on-­ground management of many federal campgrounds (and the overwhelming majority of public campgrounds in Idaho are federal) has been contracted to someone else, sometimes a local government but more often a private contractor, who might hire a campground host, or take reservations, or physically manage the campground location directly, or all of these things. This guide covers “public” campgrounds rather than private ones; the rule of thumb usually adhered to is: Who owns and controls the land where the campground is located? If the land underlying the campground is publicly owned, generally it is listed here.

			Another gray area: When is a public camping area sufficiently “primitive” or undeveloped that it ceases to be a “campground”? In Idaho campers are allowed to drop anchor on vast stretches of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and forest service lands and many other public lands as well. This practice, called dispersed camping, is actually encouraged in some places (especially some of the more popular national forests) to the point that some limited facilities such as fire rings are located in these places. Even so, the forest service doesn’t consider these to be “campgrounds.” The BLM has placed picnic tables and toilet facilities at a number of remote spots where people have periodically camped, and you’ll get varying answers as to whether some of these are actually “campgrounds.” This guide has parsed through these case by case and generally has included those sites that have been well enough developed to fit most people’s idea of a campground. Still, for variety (and for those determined to rough it), some very primitive locations have been included here, and some are primitive enough to include not even any designated camping spaces, just a loosely defined region in which people camp.

			The Idaho Recreation and Park Association (IRPA), which consists of campground managers of many kinds, describes itself as “a non-­profit, professional organization founded in 1959 . . . made up of individuals from municipal, county, state, and federal park and recreation agencies, private corporations, hospitals and institutions, colleges, commercial enterprises, commissions, and advisory boards. IRPA also serves as a voice for parks and recreation in local, regional, state, and national legislation.” The association can be contacted through its website at irpa-­idaho.org.

			Most federal and state camping areas in Idaho have a fourteen-­day limit: After that, you have to pack up and move (usually at least about 30 miles away). There are variations, however. Some national forest lands have a sixteen-­day limit, and the rules are also looser on some other agency lands.

			A system of fees applies to use of many federal lands, and annual passes and senior citizen passes are available in some cases. Check ahead to find out which options work best for you.

			Many campgrounds have been created to provide access for persons with disabilities—this is noted in the accompanying charts and text. Note, however, that the degree of access can vary from one campground to another and will be different for different people.

			One other general comment: The seasons of use are often more flexible than the dates noted in this guide suggest. Campgrounds normally open and close, as a matter of practice, with the seasons; many mountain campgrounds open when the snow melts away and close when the snow falls anew. In the case of many (though not all) public campgrounds, the opening and closing dates noted here represent the dates when maintenance by the agency starts and stops. Camping outside these periods, while often cold and without services, is usually allowed (for the hardy). If you have questions along these lines, check with the local camp administrative organization noted in the guide.

			National Park System

			Oddly, considering the amount and high quality of public land in the state, there are no national parks in Idaho (other than the small strip of Yellowstone National Park on Idaho’s eastern border). The National Park Service does, however, administer a number of lands in the state. It operates two campground areas in Idaho, the City of Rocks National Reserve and the Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve. (There have been efforts to redesignate Craters as a national park.) These ordinarily are more developed campgrounds than the national forest campgrounds. Craters has a relatively modern campground, while the City of Rocks is somewhat more primitive.

			National Forests

			The forest service controls the majority of Idaho’s public campgrounds. Its forests and grasslands take up 21.8 million acres of land in Idaho, about a third of the whole state, more than any other organization. These lands are incredibly variable. Some are true forests and others desert flats; some are mountainous, while other areas are more like plains. Some are essentially dry desert in character; others are wet with lakes and streams.

			The forest service manages the lands for “multiple use,” which can include timber production and other commercial uses as well as recreation.

			Though its campgrounds are not all alike, most have similar facilities and amenities. Most are shaded, feature fire rings and picnic tables, and supply drinking water and vault toilets. Most do not have utility hookups. They are varied in size, from only a few spaces to scores of spaces. Fees range from free, in a few cases, to nearly $20 a night or even more for individual sites on the high end. Many, but not all, have group spaces.

			Conditions and uses of forest service campgrounds also vary widely. In some places, all-­terrain vehicles are essentially banned; in others special trails have been set up for them. In some places camping is strictly restricted to designated campgrounds; in others campers are encouraged to disperse to nondesignated locations as well as designated campgrounds. In some places the forest service operates campgrounds directly through oversight by rangers and seasonal employees; other areas use “concessionaires,” or privately hired campground managers who live on-­site.

			Many, but not most, national forest campground sites in Idaho can be reserved through a national reservation system available through a toll-­free phone number or online. The online service provides information about specific sites so that you can reserve (if it’s available) the site closest to the lake, or the restroom, or the woods.

			Some rules and conditions vary from forest to forest, and others are relatively standard. The maximum stay in national forests (with some exceptions, such as campgrounds hosts) almost always is fourteen days. In nearly all cases, where a fee is charged for camping at all, the forest service charges an extra fee for second vehicles. While some national forest campgrounds do have trash deposit facilities, you’re best off assuming a “pack it in, pack it out” policy—that is, expect to haul away your garbage, not leave it behind.

			Wilderness

			Idaho has several of the largest wilderness areas in the nation, and they are some of the most spectacular places in the state to visit. They are managed by the USDA Forest Service and the BLM.

			There are fifteen such areas in all in Idaho. The largest is the Frank Church-­River of No Return Wilderness, located just north of the center of the state. The newest is the White Clouds Wilderness, designated as wilderness in 2015 and located near Stanley near the center of Idaho.

			Wilderness areas are intended to stay wild, and that means no roads pass through them. For that reason, no wilderness campgrounds are included in this book. But you can find out more about what’s available from any nearby forest service office.

			Bureau of Land Management

			The BLM oversees about four dozen campgrounds (as defined in this guide) in Idaho. The bureau manages public lands that were in a sense “left behind”—neither reserved as park or forest land nor given or sold to private owners. Many BLM lands in Idaho are desert and plains lands, but there are many beautiful locations among them, and they include several large and small bodies of water.

			BLM campsites usually are less developed than those in national forest lands; ordinarily they include toilet facilities, fire rings, and sometimes drinking water, and they tend to be very remote, although there are some striking exceptions to the rule. On the other hand, fees tend to be small and many locations are free, competition for spaces is relatively light, and restrictions on use are usually far less than in most other public lands.

			Bureau of Reclamation

			An agency little known in eastern states, the Bureau of Reclamation, commonly known as BuRec, is highly important throughout the West and remains important in Idaho today. BuRec is the nation’s premier dam builder, and in Idaho that has resulted in irrigation of vast areas, with the arrival of civilization as a result. The bureau still directly controls many of those “project” areas, which include many of the state’s reservoirs. Recreation sites, sometimes but not always including camping facilities, are attached to many of them.

			The Bureau of Reclamation manages or owns the land underlying ten campgrounds in Idaho. All are located near bodies of water, and all are especially popular with boaters and anglers.

			State Parks

			The state park system is a relatively recent development in Idaho; in 1950 Idaho had only two relatively undeveloped parks. That has changed drastically, as the state has thoroughly developed a wide range of properties all over the state since then.

			The state Department of Parks and Recreation operates seventeen campgrounds, many of them large, and most of them well developed with services that rival the best private campgrounds.

			They also tend to be more expensive than the federal lands, and beginning in 2015 that became increasingly true for nonresident campers. Up to that point, residence didn’t affect the fees charged, but now home address and telephone numbers will be collected for all campers, and nonresidents will pay more. Remember, too, there’s a $5 motor vehicle entrance fee for every vehicle entering the park, including visitors to campers.

			Local Government

			Local governments across Idaho operate scores of parks, but almost all of them are picnic and recreation sites only, with no overnight camping allowed. There are exceptions. Ada County, for example, owns a campground site adjacent to the Western Idaho Fairgrounds at Garden City, where RVers can stay (mainly in connection with events at the fairgrounds). Bingham County runs an elaborate recreation complex, which includes camping, on the shore of American Falls Reservoir. In a few communities, such as Pocatello, camping is allowed in some parks but only with permission from the governing body (the city council, in this case). In one especially complex case, the city of American Falls has a cooperative agreement with the Bureau of Reclamation to operate a recreation area (including camping), but the management of the site is assigned to a private contractor. Bonneville County operates a camping complex on the Ririe Reservoir on Bureau of Reclamation land.

			Idaho Power Company

			One other category of campground also straddles the line between public and private. When Idaho Power Company, the state’s largest electric utility, was awarded licenses to build hydroelectric dams on the Snake River, it agreed to provide park and recreation areas near those dams. In the years since it has done just that, operating a series of parks along the Snake River from American Falls in eastern Idaho to Hells Canyon along the Oregon border. They are operated by a private company but as an outgrowth of government regulation. Some of these—all of them recreation areas in the Hells Canyon region—allow camping, and others allow day use only. The Idaho Power recreation areas all are popular for boating and fishing in the reservoirs and hiking and hunting on the lands nearby. The following three campgrounds are all in Idaho. Idaho Power also operates one recreation area, Copperfield Camp, on the Oregon side of Hells Canyon, and it has sixty-­two RV and ten tent camping sites.

			
					•	Woodhead Park in the Hells Canyon complex at the Brownlee Reservoir. Idaho Power’s largest park area, it covers 65 acres and was heavily refurbished in 1995. It has 124 RV sites with electricity hookups and fifteen tent sites; all have water, picnic tables, and fire rings.

					•	McCormick Park in the Hells Canyon complex at the Oxbow Reservoir. Its 12 acres include thirty-­four RV sites with hookups for water and electricity and several tent camping locations with electric power hookups.

					•	Hells Canyon Park in the Hells Canyon complex at Hells Canyon Reservoir. Its grassy, partly shaded lands overlooking the reservoir include twenty-­four RV sites, some with electricity and water hookups, and some space for tent campers. Picnic tables and barbecue stands are available as well.

			

			Private Campgrounds

			Idaho has lots of private campgrounds, especially in the more popular vacation spots and population centers. Almost all offer basic hookup and related services; some offer much more, and a minority are truly plush resort facilities. This book does not include private campgrounds.

		

	
		
			Idaho Outdoors

			If you plan to spend time camping in Idaho, there are a number of important things you need to know.

			Overstaying Your Campground Welcome

			There are limits to how long you can stay in a given camping area or region. National forests in particular have discovered some campers who stay all summer—or even longer—especially in areas near high-­cost communities such as Sun Valley. Stay limits are imposed on most public campsites around the state. Most national forests in Idaho have a fourteen-­day stay limit; some in eastern Idaho have a sixteen-­day limit. Note the limits when you enter the campground or make your reservation.

			Zero Impact Camping

			If you want your camping trip to be a real success, you won’t think only about having fun; you’ll also think about how to leave zero impact on the environment. Here are some important reminders:

			 

			
					•	Some public campgrounds have resident Dumpsters for your garbage—or at least some of your garbage—but the safest course (unless you know otherwise) is to assume that you will pack out everything you pack in.

					•	Don’t tempt wildlife to your campsite by throwing leftovers from a meal on the ground or into the fire ring; either dispose of leftovers in a trash container or store them in a secure vehicle for later disposal.

					•	If the campground has a utility sink for cleaning dishes, use it. Avoid washing dishes in streams or lakes.

					•	If a fire ring is provided at your campsite, use it. Resist the urge to build really large fires; a fire that is too big can easily get out of control. Don’t throw trash that won’t burn—such as glass, cans, or aluminum foil—into your fire; you’ll leave an unsightly mess.

					•	Never leave a fire unattended. Make sure that any fire you set is 100 percent snuffed out before you leave. Like other western states, Idaho has been prone to massive forest fires in recent years, and many of them have been a direct result of campers who fail to turn their flames entirely to ashes.

					•	Some campgrounds have strict rules about where to place tents and RVs to minimize the impact on the areas around the campgrounds. Be sure to adhere to these rules.

					•	When walking to and from the bathhouse, or when hiking, stay on established paths and trails to avoid damaging sensitive areas.

					•	When hiking, bury your human waste at least 100 feet from water sources under 6 to 8 inches of topsoil. Don’t bathe with soap in a lake or stream—use prepackaged moistened towels to wipe off sweat and dirt, or bathe in the water without soap.

			

			ATVs and Motorbikes

			One of the more controversial (it easily leads to arguments) topics in the Idaho backcountry and in camping circles is the role of motorized off-­road vehicles. Advocates and critics of snowmobiles (which often are used on off-­road trails on public lands) and jet boats (which run on regulated sections of a number of Idaho rivers) have loudly voiced disagreements. Of most direct import to campers is the category of all-­terrain vehicles (ATVs) and motorbikes.

			ATVs and motorbikes are highly popular in some areas. They can be great fun, and they allow for a lot more exploration of the landscape than hiking by foot. On the other hand, they make a lot of noise and sometimes tear up the landscape.

			State and federal governments in Idaho have reacted to the demand and criticism not by banning but by limiting and regulating ATV use.

			The state of Idaho requires that owners of all ATVs and motorbikes used off-­road register with the state Department of Parks and Recreation. There is a small fee, and the owner places a sticker provided by the department on the vehicle. (Nonresidents have up to thirty days to register.) State law also requires that a noise suppression system be placed on the vehicle.

			As to where they can be used, the various landowning agencies have set up specific ATV-­use areas. A number of ATV trails have been established around the state (most often by the forest service). Generally they require that the vehicles be turned off and pushed inside campground boundaries.

			Horses

			Horses may no longer be our primary means of transportation, but in western states like Idaho, they’re still plenty popular when it comes to recreation. With that in mind, a number of campgrounds around the state have set up facilities for those who want to take horses (and other animals, such as llamas) into the backcountry. These sites are scattered all over the state, from the St. Joe Basin in north-­central Idaho to several in central and southeastern Idaho.

			Horse-­friendly trails can be found all over Idaho. In general horses should be kept just outside campgrounds. (You’ll often see notices to that effect.)

			Bears

			A great deal of Idaho backcountry is bear country. That shouldn’t make you reluctant to camp in Idaho, but it should make you alert to the possibility of a bear encounter.

			Everyone who spends much time in Idaho’s backcountry builds up a few bear stories—some frightening, some amusing, some simply awe-­inspiring. The basic lesson to be taken from them is that while bears are a wonderful and important part of the Idaho wilds, they are best encountered (if at all) at a distance, preferably a considerable distance. Don’t be one of those foolish visitors who think of bears as cute and cuddly. They are neither. While most are not particularly aggressive and will simply amble away from you if given a chance, all should be treated with great caution and respect.

			Don’t give them any reason to move in your direction, and foremost that means keeping your food securely contained (except while actually eating or preparing food), with no stray smells drifting about. Apart from meals, keep your food some distance from your person. Remember that bears smell things much better than we do, and they can be relentless in pursuit of food. Some smart backcountry visitors string their food high up in trees in caches, well beyond a bear’s reach. At the least, lock it securely inside a motor vehicle. If you think that putting your food back in the ice chest will be enough, consider this story, told by an experienced backcountry lodge manager who left home for a few weeks in early winter. When she returned to her house, the front door had been ripped away and muddy bear tracks led to the kitchen, where the front door of the refrigerator was similarly torn off, and all the food inside consumed.

			Opinions differ about the best tactic in case of a bear encounter, though everyone agrees that simply turning your back and running away is a bad idea (the average bear can almost certainly outrun you). If you’re planning to spend extended time in the Idaho deep backcountry, you may first want to read one of several books on dealing with bears.

			Idaho has two types of bears, black and grizzly. Almost all Idaho bears are black bears; those are smaller than the grizzlies and more even tempered. Ordinarily they will simply walk off or climb a tree upon encountering a human. Grizzlies are larger and have a hump atop their shoulders; they are more aggressive and easily provoked. Beware of them. The staff at the local ranger station should know if grizzlies have been spotted in the area, so ask before you enter.

			Other Big Mammals

			Moose are most common in eastern Idaho, especially in the region near Yellowstone National Park, but they can be found statewide, especially in the wilderness areas. They may look like friendly amblers, but these big creatures can be dangerous. Keep your distance.

			Elk, deer, and antelope are very common (tens of thousands of them are harvested in hunts every year), and they often can be seen in and around campgrounds and other locations. Antelope are especially common in eastern Idaho; the population periodically explodes on Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory lands, where they cannot be hunted, and herds of them have been known to block highway traffic in the area.

			Mountain goats and Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep are relatively rare in Idaho but not endangered: A small number of hunting tags for these animals are issued each year. They usually keep to the most remote regions and the most mountainous country; they are rarely spotted from the highway or from most campgrounds.

			Mountain lions, or cougars, are not commonplace in Idaho but have been seen in many remote areas. Unprovoked cougar attacks do occur in the wild in Idaho; a newspaper editor in Idaho Falls even has written a book about them. Bobcats and Canada lynx also are found in Idaho.

			Wild canines are well represented. Coyotes can be found statewide, especially in the desert lands of southern Idaho, and several species of foxes are often seen as well, sometimes close to human settlement. Wolves are often spotted in the Sawtooth Mountain region and elsewhere.

			Small Mammals

			As part of its Fourth of July celebration, the small city of Council for many years has held porcupine races. Porcupines from nearby
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