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“The German language is sufficiently copious and productive, 

to furnish native words for any idea that can be expressed at all.”



Charles Follen, A Practical Grammar of the German Language (Hilliard, Gray, 1835), 170
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Herbstlaubtrittvergnügen

hairbst-laowb – tritt-fair-gnuu-ghen

-

Kicking through piles of autumn leaves.

autumn-foliage-strike-fun



1     “Kicking leaves, sand, pebbles, etc.” is listed as
#174 on the “Pleasant Events Schedule” – “a self-report behavioral inventory of the frequency of occurrence and subjective enjoyability of a number of commonly rewarding events,” devised in 1972 by the psychologists D. J. MacPhillamy and P. M. Lewinsohn.† Other events on this 320-item schedule include:



#18........Going naked

#26........Breathing clean air

#185.......Feeling the presence of the Lord in my life





† D. J. MacPhillamy & P. M. Lewinsohn, “The Pleasant Events Schedule,” Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 50, № 3 (Jun 1982): 363–80.

» The life-affirming quality of this action is given additional poignancy by the association of autumnal leaves with human 
souls – made by a pantheon of poets including Virgil (Aeneid, vi, ll. 309–12); Dante (Inferno, iii, ll. 112–14); Percy Bysshe Shelley (“Ode to the West Wind”); and John Milton: “Angel forms, who lay intranc’d / Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks / In Vallombrosa” (Paradise Lost, 1, ll. 301–03). See John Conington’s commentary, The Works of Virgil (George Bell, 1884), vol. 2, 467.
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Gastdruck

gahst – drook

-

The exhausting effort of being a good houseguest.

guest-pressure



2.....For the deliciously pernickety Noël Coward, a surprising number of people personified the perfect houseguest, including: John Gielgud, because he was “amusing, talkative and most considerate”; Rebecca West, who – despite tribulations with her gallbladder – was “gay and considerate and, oh, how gloriously intelligent”; and Hester Chapman, who was “perfectly happy to be left alone with a book and not demanding to be entertained”;† Natasha Wilson, too, because “she never spoke to anyone before luncheon.”‡





† The Noël Coward Diaries, eds. Graham Payn & Sheridan Morley (1982) (Da Capo Press, 2000), 249, 515, 648.

‡ Philip Hoare, Noël Coward: A Biography (1995) (University of Chicago Press, 1998), 408.

» Coward was, of course, no slouch as houseguest himself. 
One of the properties he visited (although as a renter) was Ian Fleming’s Jamaican retreat, Goldeneye. After his stay, Coward penned a (slightly barbed and not particularly good) thank-you poem, titled “House Guest.” See The Letters of Noël Coward, ed. Barry Day (Alfred A. Knopf, 2007), 540–41.
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Kraftfahrzeugsinnenausstattungsneugeruchsgenuss

krahft-fahr-tsoygs – in-nen-aows-staht-toongs – noy-ghe-roocchs – ghe-noose

-

New car smell.

automobile-interior-furnishing-new-aroma-pleasure



3....This odor is a combination of the volatile organic compounds (vocs) found in car surfaces, adhesives, and sealants, the most dominant of which (in order of their concentration) are: “toluene, acetone/pentane, o-xylene/styrene, 1,2,4-trimethylbenzene, m,p-xylene, various C7–12 alkanes, ethylbenzene, n-hexane, and ethylene glycol butyl ether.”†



In the West Wing episode “18th and Potomac,”‡ Pres­ident Josiah Bartlet tells his secretary, Dolores Land­ingham, that the interior smell of her brand-new car is “the smell of freedom” – shortly after which she is killed in a collision with a drunk driver.





† Stephen K. Brown & Min Chen, “Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs) in New Car Interiors,” paper presented 
at the 15th International Clean Air & Environment Conference, Sydney, 26–30 xi 2000.

‡ Aaron Sorkin, “18th and Potomac,” The West Wing, 2001.





[image: page_4]

4



Brillenbrillanz

brihl-len – brihl-lahnts

-

The sudden, innervating clarity afforded by new glasses.

spectacles-luminosity



4.....V. S. Naipaul perfectly described the clarity of new spectacles, in a letter to his mother, written while he was a student at University College, Oxford:



The world seemed such a glorious place. I could see people much clearer; and streets be­came more beautiful. The colours are sharper for me. And I feel rather sorry to have missed all those wonderful colours all this time.†



Zadie Smith gave an equally sharp-eyed account:



The first day she wore glasses had been a lit­tle like this: lines sharper, colours clearer. The whole world like an old painting restored.‡





† Letter dated 3 x 1952; V. S. Naipaul, Between Father and Son:

Family Letters (Alfred A. Knopf, 1999), 201.

‡ Zadie Smith, On Beauty (Penguin, 2005), eBook.
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1 “Kicking leaves, sand, pebbles, etc” is listed as
#174 on the “Pleasant Events Schedule” - “aself-report
behavioral inventory of the frequency of occurrence
and subjective enjoyability of a number of commonly
rewarding events,” devised in 1972 by the psychologists
D.J. MacPhillamy and P. M. Lewinsohn.” Other events
on this 320-item schedule include:

#18 Going naked
#26 Breathing clean air
#185  Feeling the presence of the Lord in my life

+D.J. MacPhillamy & P. M. Lewinsohn, “The Pleasant Events
Schedule,” Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 50, N3
(Jun 1982): 363-80.

» The life-affirming quality of this action is given additional
poignancy by the association of autumnal leaves with human
souls — made by a pantheon of pocts including Virgil (deneid, v1,
1L 309-12); Dante (Faférno, un, Il trz-1.4); Percy Bysshe Shelley
(“Ode to the West Wind”); and John Milton: “Angel forms, who
lay intranc'd / Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks / In
Vallombrosa” (Paradise Lost, 1, 11. 301-03). See John Conington’s
commentary, The Works of Virgil (George Bell, 1884), vol. 2, 467.
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The exhausting effort of being a good houseguest.
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2 For the deliciously pernickety Noél Coward, a
surprising number of people personified the perfect
houseguest, including: John Gielgud, because he was
“amusing, talkative and most considerate”; Rebecca
West, who - despite tribulations with her gallbladder
— was “gay and considerate and, oh, how gloriously
intelligent”; and Hester Chapman, who was “perfectly
happy to be left alone with a book and not demanding
to be entertained”;" Natasha Wilson, too, because “she
never spoke to anyone before luncheon.”

+ The Noél Coward Diaries, eds. Graham Payn & Sheridan Morley
(1982) (Da Capo Press, 2000), 249, 515, 648.
+ Philip Hoare, Noél Coward: A Biography (1995) (University of

1998), 408.
» Coward was, of course, no slouch as houseguest himself.
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