


        
            [image: cover]
        


	



        
            
                [image: Penguin Brand Logo]
            

        

        
            
                [image: Penguin Brand Logo]
            

        






[image: image]







Contents


SCHOOL TIME


Please Mrs Butler

Back to School

Slow Reader

There’s a Fish Tank

Supply Teacher

Emma Hackett’s Newsbook

Who Knows?

Blame

Glenis

The School Nurse

Small Quarrel

Headmaster’s Hymn

As I was Coming to School


PLAY TIME


Complaint

Swops

Picking Teams

If I Wasn’t Me

I Did a Bad Thing Once

Old Joke

The Gang


DINNER TIME


When I was Young

Sometimes God

It is a Puzzle

Dog in the Playground


SCHOOL TIME AGAIN


Scissors

The Cane

Excuses

Eating in Class

Reading Test

Colin

Only Snow

The Runners

The Ordeal of Robin Hood

Do a Project

Lost

School is Great

Now the Day is Over


HOME TIME


Balls on the Roof

The Challenge

Our Mother

Haircut

Is That Your Apple?

Scabs

Bedtime




[image: image]




Other books by Allan Ahlberg


Poetry and Jokes

Friendly Matches

The Ha Ha Bonk Book

Heard it in the Playground

The Mighty Slide

Fiction for younger readers

The Happy Families series

Older Fiction

The Bear Nobody Wanted

The Better Brown Stories

The Giant Baby

The Improbable Cat

Jeremiah in the Dark Woods

My Brother’s Ghost

Ten in a Bed

Woof!

Picture Books with Janet Ahlberg

The Baby’s Catalogue

Burglar Bill

Bye Bye Baby

Cops and Robbers

Each Peach Pear Plum

Funnybones

It Was a Dark and Stormy Night

The Jolly Postman

The Jolly Christmas Postman

The Jolly Pocket Postman

Peepo!

Starting School

with André Amstutz

The Fast Dog Slow Fox series

with Raymond Briggs

The Adventures of Bert

A Bit More Bert

with Fritz Wegner

The little Cat Baby


 


Some reviews for Please Mrs Butler

‘One of the most famous school-life poetry collections … Ahlberg brings great authenticity, affection and compassion to his account of school days’ – The Times Educational Supplement

‘Pick of the bunch’ – The Times

‘Fritz Wegner’s pictures are a delight’ – Junior Bookshelf

‘The book’s appeal goes on and on and I know many teachers who have worn out three or four copies’ – Bookseller

‘The most important twentieth-century children’s poetry book’ – Books for Keeps poll

‘There can be few families in the British Isles who do not possess at least one well-thumbed Ahlberg’ – Independent on Sunday



For 
Elizabeth Attenborough



Introduction


by Julia Eccleshare

Puffin Modern Classics series editor

Allan Ahlberg likes school and, as a former teacher, he knows a lot about it. In these kindly and witty poems, he reveals all the best and worst details of both classroom and playground – and revels in them. The ignominy when it comes to being chosen last for a team in ‘Picking Teams’ and the potential shame that might be brought about by the visit of the school nurse on one of her regular nit searches in ‘School Nurse’ are just two of the embarrassing moments almost everyone has experienced and which Allan Ahlberg lightly portrays. Then there’s the full range and ridiculousness of the myriad excuses that are offered for not doing homework as relayed in ‘Excuses’ while, in a completely contrasting mood and most poignantly, he highlights the enveloping gloom of the struggling reader in ‘Slow Reader’.

But it’s not just how school seems to pupils that concerns Allan Ahlberg. Without ever speaking down to the real audience, he also captures the feelings of the teachers, with whom adult readers are bound to sympathize.

Allan Ahlberg has an exceptional ability to take you right back to the classroom and playground – and it may not always be easy to escape. There are endless projects to be finished, tricks to be played on unsuspecting supply teachers and a list of missing things that seems to be growing longer.

Whatever the subject – even ‘Slow Reader’ – all the poems are injected with a refreshingly positive attitude and, as a result, Please Mrs Butler makes school a place of creativity and fun.








SCHOOL TIME
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Please Mrs Butler


Please Mrs Butler

This boy Derek Drew

Keeps copying my work, Miss.

What shall I do?

Go and sit in the hall, dear.

Go and sit in the sink.

Take your books on the roof, my lamb.

Do whatever you think.

Please Mrs Butler

This boy Derek Drew

Keeps taking my rubber, Miss.

What shall I do?

Keep it in your hand, dear.

Hide it up your vest.

Swallow it if you like, my love.

Do what you think best.

Please Mrs Butler

This boy Derek Drew

Keeps calling me rude names, Miss.

What shall I do?

Lock yourself in the cupboard, dear.

Run away to sea.

Do whatever you can, my flower.

But don’t ask me!
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Back to School

In the last week of the holidays

I was feeling glum.

I could hardly wait for school to start;

Neither could mum.

Now we’ve been back a week,

I could do with a breather.

I can hardly wait for the holidays;

Teacher can’t either.







Slow Reader


I – am – in – the – slow

read – ers – group – my – broth

er – is – in – the – foot

ball – team – my – sis – ter

is – a – ser – ver – my

lit – tle – broth – er – was

a – wise – man – in – the

in – fants – christ – mas – play

I – am – in – the – slow

read – ers – group – that – is

all – I – am – in – I

hate – it.
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