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ARRANGEMENT OF THE BOOK

The arrangement of this book is a continuation of traditions established by the previous Adirondack Field Guides in this series. Information is presented on the physical description, habitat, reproduction and seasonal status of each species. A section on comments gives additional information.

This book is a field guide and, like all field guides, its primary purpose is to assist readers in identifying whatever species they may encounter. To aid in this process the species descriptions are divided into large, easily recognized categories such as birds of prey and waterfowl. Under the largest category, the perching birds, species are further grouped according to their predominant color for easy identification.

Common name: The first information given for each bird species is its common name. This is the name that will be best known to the general population. Be cautious of relying too heavily on common names; in the case of similar species such as sparrows, local common names may be inaccurate or repetitive.

Scientific name: The scientific name indicated for each species is unique—only one species will have this name. Each scientific name is made up of two words. The first of these designates the genus, and indicates to what other species it may be closely related. The second word is the species designation, and this may not be shared by any other member of the same genus. Scientific names are usually given in Latin and are consistent throughout the world.

Overall color: This gives the predominant colors of the bird. It allows the reader to more rapidly identify any bird under the major categories. With some perching birds such as the robin, the upper and lower body have sharply contrasting colors. In these situations, the upper body color, including the wings, was used to determine the placement within color groups.

Plate: Each photograph has been selected for aesthetic qualities and identification characteristics. Every attempt has been made to include a representative photograph of each group of birds found in the Adirondack Park. The bird’s scientific name, common name, and page number of the corresponding description have been provided beneath each photograph. Unless otherwise noted, photographs are of adult males.

Measurements: Average body measurements are included for each species to aid in identification. The length, as used in this book, is the distance from the tip of the bill to the tip of the tail. The wingspan is the distance between the tips when the wings are fully extended.
Description: The description gives vital identification characteristics such as coloration and shape of key body parts such as eyes, throat, bill, etc. when useful in the identification process. Color descriptions are for adult birds in the spring and summer. If different for other seasons, it is noted. For visitant species, the colors described are representative of their plumage while in the Adirondacks.
Nesting season: The nesting season lists the dates when eggs may be found in the nest. If the information indicates that a second brood or multiple broods may occur, the dates given are for the first brood.

Nest: The information presented in this section includes the location, composition and construction of the nest.

Eggs: This section gives the typical range for the number of eggs, their color and size.

Seasonal status: Information included here gives the seasons when each species is typically present in the Adirondacks. 

Habitat: This gives the environment in which this bird is typically found. Many species will also visit urban areas when food sources such as feeders become available.

Similar species: Birds which are closely related or that closely resemble the described species and are also known to occur in the Adirondacks are briefly discussed in this section. Carefully compare any unknown specimen to the principal and similar species before making a final decision about its identification. Following the scientific name of each similar species is a parenthesis containing information about the season(s) during which that species may typically be observed in the Adirondacks. The seasonal abbreviations used are—Sp - spring; S - summer; F - fall; W - winter, and AS - all seasons. 

Comments: Comments can include any interesting or useful information not covered by the previous sections.

  
  

  
Section I

Birds of Prey
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Red-tailed Hawk
Buteo jamaicensis

 

Birds of Prey

The birds of prey includes eagles, ospreys, hawks, falcons, and vultures. They are known as meat-eaters, having stout hooked bills and long, sharp, deeply curved talons. Each category of the birds of prey has specific characteristics. Eagles and ospreys generally resemble hawks but are much larger and have proportionately longer wings. Hawks are typically divided into buteos, accipiters, and harriers. Buteos have broad rounded wings and broad rounded tails. They have distinctively marked tails which are a key feature for identification. Accipiters have broad rounded wings and long narrow tails. Harriers generally resemble accipiters but have longer, rounded wings. Falcons appear very streamlined with long pointed wings and long narrow tails. Vultures have long, broad, rounded wings and are easily differentiated from all other birds of prey by their featherless heads.





EAGLES

 
      BALD EAGLE
Haliaeetus leucocephalus

Dark brown and white
Plate 1, No. 1


      Length: 27-35 inches 
Wingspan: 71-89 inches


Description Male: Upper body, lower body and wings dusky brown to dark brown. Head and neck white; bill stout, hooked downward, yellow. Tail white. Legs covered halfway down with dusky brown feathers; lower legs and toes yellow.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: March - April.

Nest: Located high in a tree, large and bulky, loosely constructed of large sticks and branches. In 1989, several Bald Eagles successfully nested in the Adirondacks for the first time in about three decades. This population is a direct result of the successful restoration program carried out by the NYS Department of Conservation. In 1991 there were four active nests in the Adirondacks, and it is assumed that this number will grow as more of the previously released birds reach breeding age.

Eggs: Two to three, white to dirty white, 2.9 inches long by 2.2 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Aside from the resident population, Bald Eagles from other areas migrate through the Adirondacks during each spring and fall.

Habitat: Wooded areas near large bodies of water.

Similar Species: The Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos (Sp, S, F), also has dusky brown plumage but this extends over the entire body including the head, tail, and entire length of the legs. In addition, it has a grayish, hooked bill. The young Bald Eagle also has a grayish bill but lacks white head, neck and tail feathers, making these two species difficult to differentiate.

Comments: Has a reputation for stealing fish from ospreys, although just as often ospreys attack and harass eagles. The Bald Eagle has one of the largest wingspans of any bird in the Adirondacks, measuring six to nearly seven and one-half feet.


GOLDEN EAGLE
Aquila chrysaetos

Brown 
Plate 1, No. 2

Length: 30-41 inches
 Wingspan: 78-92 inches


 
 
Description Male: Upper body and wings dusky brown to dark brown with a slight golden iridescence. Lower body brown to dusky brown. Head and neck golden brown; bill stout, hooked downward, grayish. Tail dusky brown to dark brown, darkest at the tip. Legs covered with dusky brown feathers; toes yellow.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: Uncertain.

Nest: Located on remote cliff ledges or high in trees, loosely constructed of sticks and branches. The Golden Eagle has only rarely nested in New York State during this century. The only successful nestings were recorded from 1957 to 1970.

Eggs: Two, dirty white with chestnut spotting, 2.91 inches long by 2.32 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Spring, summer and fall.

Habitat: Large meadows and edges of woodlands on remote hills and mountains.

Similar Species: The Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus (AS), also has dusky brown plumage but has a white head and tail. Immature Bald Eagles lack the white head and tail, and have only their upper legs covered with feathers.

Comments: The Golden Eagle is primarily a hunter of remote open areas. With the reforestation of the Adirondacks, the amount of prime habitat available to this species has been greatly reduced.





THE OSPREY

 
 

      OSPREY
Pandion haliaetus

Dark brown
Plate 1, No. 3

      Length: 22-24 inches 
Wingspan: 54-72 inches


  
Description Male: Upper body dusky brown to dark grayish brown, sometimes appearing nearly black. Lower body white, usually with a few brown streaks on the breast. Head mostly white, with a conspicuous dark brown eye bar and slight brown streaking on crown; bill hooked downward, bluish black. Wings long, dusky brown to dark grayish brown; in flight a large black spot is clearly visible midway on the leading edge of the wing. Tail narrowly fan-shaped, dark brown with thin white tip and several nearly black bands. Legs: upper leg covered with white feathers; lower leg and toes rough, bluish gray.

Description Female: Similar to male but usually with more pronounced breast streaking, sometimes forming an imperfect band.

Nesting Season: May - July.

Nest: Located high, typically in a dead tree, usually near water, large and bulky, loosely constructed of branches, lined with bark and grasses.

Eggs: Two to four, dirty white with irregular reddish brown blotches, 2.48 inches long by 1.75 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Spring, summer and fall.

Habitat: Near rivers and lakes.

Similar Species: The Rough-legged Hawk, Buteo lagopus (AS), shares the conspicuous black wing spot of the Osprey, but differs by having a brown belly and a broader, darker, terminal tail band. The Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus (AS), is larger, has a dusky brown lower body and yellow feet, but lacks the broad, dark brown to nearly black eye bar. 

Comments: Excellent fishing skills. Feeds mainly on fish.





THE HAWKS


 
      ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK
Buteo lagopus

Brown
Plate 1, No. 4

      Length: 20-23 inches
Wingspan: 52-56 inches



 
Description Male: Upper body feathers dark brown with pale edges. Lower body: breast dingy white, heavily streaked and spotted with dark brown; belly brown, usually white near tail. Head, neck and throat white with many thin brown streaks; bill hooked downward, grayish with black tip. Wings long and broad, feathers dark brown with paler edges; in flight a large black spot is clearly visible midway on the leading edge of the wing. Tail fan-shaped, white with a single broad black band near tip, occasionally with additional, less distinct, tail bands. Legs covered with brown and white barred feathers, toes yellow. A darker phase, in which the head and entire lower body are brown, is sometimes seen.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: This species is not known to nest in the Adirondacks.

Nest: Not applicable.

Eggs: Not applicable.

Seasonal Status: Typically a winter resident, occasionally observed in other seasons.

Habitat: Open fields and marshes.

Similar Species: The Osprey, Pandion haliaetus (Sp, S, F), shares the conspicuous black wing spot of the Rough-legged Hawk, but differs by having a white belly and a less prominent terminal tail band.

Comments: Commonly hovers when hunting.




      RED-TAILED HAWK
Buteo jamaicensis


Variegated brown
Plate 2, No. 1

Length: 20-24 inches
Wingspan: 46-54 inches
 
 
Description Male: Upper body dark brown, variegated with white, gray and reddish brown. Lower body creamy white with dark brown streaks along sides and typically forming an imperfect breast band. Head pale reddish brown, variegated with dark brown; throat white; bill hooked downward, gray with black tip. Wings long and broad, dark brown, variegated with tan and gray; in flight, a dark hook-shaped marking is clearly visible midway on the leading edge of the wing. Tail fanshaped, rusty red, white tipped, with a single thin black band near the tip. Legs yellow. A darker, brown-breasted color phase occasionally occurs.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: April.

Nest: Located in trees, typically 35-65 feet above ground, constructed of sticks lined with grasses.

Eggs: Two to four, bluish white to dirty white with many irregular reddish brown markings, 2.3 inches long by 1.8 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Permanent resident.

Habitat: Highly varied, ranging from woodlands to open fields and along highways.

Similar Species: No other large bird of prey has a conspicuous rusty red tail.

Comments: The easiest of the large hawks to identify because of its conspicuous rusty red tail.




      BROAD-WINGED HAWK
Buteo platypterus


Brown 
Plate 2, No. 2

Length: 14-17 inches
 Wingspan: 34-36 inches
 

 
Description Male: Upper body dark brown to grayish brown. Lower body with many thin alternating rusty brown and creamy white bands. Head light brown to grayish brown; throat white; bill hooked downward, dark gray. Wings long and broad, dark brown to grayish brown. Tail fan-shaped, black with thin white tip and two broad white bands. Legs yellow.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: May - June.

Nest: Located in trees, usually 25-40 feet above ground, loosely constructed of sticks and twigs, lined with leaves and feathers.

Eggs: Two to four, dirty white with light brown splotches, 1.95 inches long by 1.58 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Spring, summer and fall.

Habitat: Dense woodlands.

Similar Species: The Red-shouldered Hawk, B. lineatus (Sp, S), has a conspicuous rusty red shoulder patch.

Comments: Migrates in groups called kettles. The smallest Adirondack Buteo. The commonest woodland Buteo.




      RED-SHOULDERED HAWK
Buteo lineatus


Reddish brown 
Plate 2, No. 3

Length: 17-19 inches
 Wingspan: 36-41 inches

 
Description Male: Upper body feathers dark reddish brown with paler edges. Lower body with many thin alternating rusty brown and creamy white bands. Head pale reddish brown, variegated with dark brown; throat white with some dark brown streaks; bill hooked downward, gray with black tip. Wings long and broad, shoulder area conspicuously rusty red; primary flight feathers black with white bands. Tail fanshaped, black with four to five narrow white bands. Legs yellow.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: April - May.

Nest: Located in trees, 30-55 feet above ground, loosely constructed of twigs and lined with grasses and feathers.

Eggs: Two to four, bluish white to dirty white with fine light brown markings, 2.2 inches long by 1.7 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Spring and summer.

Habitat: Woodlands and associated streams.

Similar Species: The Broad-winged Hawk, Buteo platypterus (Sp, S, F), is smaller and lacks the red shoulder patch. 

Comments: Sometimes feeds on aquatic animals such as crayfish and frogs.





      COOPER’S HAWK
Accipiter cooperii


Bluish gray
Plate 2, No. 4

Length: 15-19 inches
 Wingspan: 29-34 inches

 
Description Male: Upper body bluish gray to dark gray. Lower body white, crossed with many thin reddish brown bars. Head: crown blackish gray; sides reddish brown; throat white with many reddish brown streaks; bill hooked downward, gray with black tip. Wings dark bluish gray, displaying many brownish bars on the undersurface during flight. Tail long, rounded, ashy gray, crossed by four to five blackish gray bands. Legs yellowish.

Description Female: Nearly identical to male.

Nesting Season: April - May.

Nest: Located in trees, 20-50 feet above ground, constructed of twigs and lined with leaves and grasses.

Eggs: Three to four, bluish white to greenish white, sometimes with reddish brown spots, 1.95 inches long by 1.48 inches wide.

Seasonal Status: Year-round in the southern region, spring
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THE VULTURES
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