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“For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”

Ephesians 6:12, RSV2CE.
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In his article Spiritual Realities – The Three Heavens, David Lee Martin (2024), maintained that ‘the second heaven is the spiritual realm of the earth, and is populated by spiritual beings, both good and evil. It is in the second heaven, where Satan still attempts to exercise rule and assert his will. The demonic governments in the spiritual realm (the second heaven) oppose the servants and messengers of God. The visible earthly realm and its inhabitants affect the invisible heavenly realms, [and vice versa]. Because of the demonic resistance, perseverance in prayer is necessary for wrestling with contrary powers and to achieve successful spiritual resistance. In Ephesians 2:6, the apostle Paul affirmed that ‘when we pray, the grace of Christ Jesus raises us with Him and makes us sit with Him in the heavenly places, and our prayers then affect the second and first heavens because we are sitting with Him in the first heaven’ (jesuschrist.co.uk).

We live in the first heaven. We are influenced by the second heaven. We are accountable to the third heaven. The second heaven is the realm of warfare. There are two loyalties in that realm: those allied with the Creator and those opposed to Him. The battleground is for the hearts of humanity to be loyal to one or the other. And it is war’(Kurt Mahler, 2021. The Three Heavens. kurtmahler.com)

The kingdom of God, and the kingdom of darkness. 

‘These two kingdoms are presently in combat with one another. The kingdom of darkness has no authority other than that which derives from mankind’s rejection of God’s law and rule. As we learn to live and walk out our Christian life in the spirit realm, the natural realm will automatically yield to this superior reality. Spiritual works will follow a life lived in fellowship with God in the spiritual realm. We are to work out in this world what God is working in us, through fellowship in prayer. It is here, in the spirit, that we are at home as spiritual beings. To seek to live out our Christian life in any other realm can lead only to confusion and frustration. The kingdom of darkness has no authority in the earth other than that which is given to it by earth’s inhabitants, namely mankind’ (David Lee Martin, 2024, Spiritual Realities – Two Realms, Three Heavens, Two Kingdoms. jesuschrist.co.uk).

Once the person through his or her suffering releases all their defences against God and becomes sinless, then peace sets in, and he or she starts manifesting holiness and compassion towards the world that does not mean anything of value anymore. When the world falls, heaven sets on these fortunate lives.
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The sad state of our world, its manipulated societies, spiritually oppressed inhabitants and the hostility of its dominant elites gives testimony to how Satan is controlling our interactions from the second heaven. 

‘The First heaven in which we live includes our natural world that is subjected to natural laws and that is affected by authorities of the second heaven. The second heaven is the spiritual realm of this world, and it is from where Satan's kingdom operates influencing the natural world and beings under the first heaven. All people establish contact and operate in the second heaven through their soul and spirit’ (David Lee Martin, 2024, Spiritual Realities – Two Realms, Three Heavens, Two Kingdoms. jesuschrist.co.uk).

Our five senses and our rationality have not brought us any closer to God because they can’t acknowledge our ultimate reality since the physical reality we see is only a reflection of the true spiritual reality that comprises the third heaven where God dwells.

The kingdom of God is spiritual and to enter into our hearts it must be awakened to the spiritual realities. 

The Heart is the seat of our Soul, and in it is the Spiritual plenum of Kindness, Compassion, and Love (Tracy Lost-Bear, 2020, linkedin.com), and the spirit is the life force that gives it existence and sustain our being.

Our Soul, which is our complete living being that includes our physical body, heart, mind, will and our emotions have constant interactions with the second heaven through our minds. And here is where -taking advantage of our unbelief of the spiritual realities, and our ego-centred minds- Satan poisons our thinking daily, and then as a result, this dark world takes over our lives and destinies.

Satan works tirelessly to fill us with disinformation as he is the father of lies (John 8:44) to distort our perception of reality for his gain until our perception of reality bears no resemblance with Jesus’ perception of reality so we can live in spiritual blindness. Unfortunately, we also observe this same spiritual blindness in many branches of the Christian church. Some of them allow the destruction of the traditional family instituted by God between a man and a woman, and others promise material abundance and prosperity to their followers even when Jesus warned us not to seek treasures here on earth but in heaven instead. Even other branches have committed serious sins of sexual immorality against their followers. Do they have any spiritual vision or insights to offer to our world? Certainly not. They have been infiltrated by Satan.

Christian ministers from coast to coast have virtually rolled over and played dead. Rather than let their voices ring from their pulpits, decrying the rise of so many blatantly anti-Christian cultural trends, they have weakly submitted to their fears of losing their weekly take at the offering basket and busied themselves in the important work of overseeing the installation of big screens and the latest sound equipment for the Christian rock band that plays during the contemporary service. Worse, most of the mainline churches have backpedalled on biblical morality to the point that they are difficult to label as even nominally "Christian." They may proclaim Christ as Lord, but they proclaim little that He believed and preached (Richard T. Ritenbaugh, 2007. What Does It Say? CGG Weekly.bibletools.org).
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The only way to be protected individually from the disinformation of Satan that comes from the second heaven to our minds is to sanctify ourselves in our hearts. 

“To Sanctify means [to] ‘set apart.’ It means, in this case, [to] ‘make God the focus of one's thoughts, of one's approach to life, of the circumstance that one finds himself in.’ When one sanctifies God in his or her heart, then the Word of God becomes the focus, not the word of the [unseen] spirit of this world”(John W. Ritenbaugh, 1992. Satan. Part 4. bibletools.org).

How can we tune out Satan’s manipulation of our minds in any circumstance of our lives?

It is possible and it can be done.

Let us consider that being free of this mental manipulation is the same as being free of the Matrix of engagement. The matrix of engagement is the mess of mental disinformation in which most of humanity is trapped and intermingled due to the snares of Satan. The level of deception, illusion and falsehood of this matrix is enormous and overwhelming, and it just takes from us a little touch of intermingling with its mental fibres by believing the lies of Satan to be infected by an evil mental germ setting in motion a true hell towards our mental clarity and our previously balanced and neutral level of consciousness.

Is it within this context that we can see the affirmation of Jesus in the sermon of the mount through Matthew 5:38-42 in an entirely new light: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also; and if anyone would sue you and take your coat, let him have your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to him who begs from you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from you” (RSV2CE). 

The matrix of engagement is a mental network cleverly set us by Satan and his fallen angels from the second heaven based entirely on the weaknesses of our fallen nature and the permanent introduction within our minds of the rebellious thinking of pride and lust to lure humanity into the satisfaction of self and away from humility, obedience purity and chastity. And it has achieved billions of victims among humankind. Satan knows that once he has inoculated his evil mental germ in our minds, there are only a few seconds we have to escape from it into a peaceful mental state.

How do we go there? Do we have any divine help in the process?

There is a Queen in the first heaven who is clothed with the sun (Revelation 12) and that wears a blue robe full of the stars of heaven which protects us if we seek cover under her
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