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“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” — Ephesians 6:12

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” — 1 John 4:1


Preface

With all sincerity, this is not an attack on Muslims. Most layman Muslims are unaware of the unsavory and disturbing content in their Islamic literature about Muhammad committing, prescribing, and sanctioning some of the most heinous and detestable acts. The goal is to inform readers and encourage them to examine the evidence for themselves to uncover the truth.

If you are a Muslim, please don't readily dismiss the main thesis here without reading the quotations for yourself. At least half of the texts here are direct quotations from the most trusted Islamic sources. There should be no fear or any hesitation in reading your own religious texts. Despite how uncomfortable it may be, I hope you will allow your beliefs to be challenged by reading through at least the 1,000 Islamic quotations presented here. May the truth set you free! 

A Background of Muhammad
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According to Britannica, Muhammad (or Mohammed), the founder of the religion Islam (the word islam means “surrender” or “total submission”), is traditionally said to have been born in 570 in Mecca and to have died in 632 in Medina (both in Saudi Arabia), where he had been forced to emigrate to with his followers in 622. 

Muhammad is by far the most important human figure for the over 2 billion Muslims worldwide. To convert to Islam, one only has to say the shahada, where one proclaims there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet or messenger. Muslims believe he was the mouthpiece of Allah and was in line with the Biblical prophets (Baha’is also believe he was a prophet of God). They view him as the final prophet sent by their deity to proclaim the truth and to provide guidance to everyone. They view his message as surpassing and suppressing earlier revelations of other prophets, and that he restored the “true” religion of Islam to a world that had corrupted it.

Despite his importance, the majority of Muslims have only a shallow knowledge of the historical Muhammad. They falsely claim that he was sinless (Quran 40:55; 48:1-2; 47:19 says otherwise), and they even address him in prayer despite being dead and buried in Medina. He is believed to have actually split the Moon in half by the power of his god, even though the Quran says he didn't perform any miracles (29:50-51; 13:7; 10:20). To many Muslims, he is the perfect example for all humankind, largely based on the fact Islamic tradition knows no limits in projecting him as such. Indeed, many Muslims attach a mythical, deified status to Muhammad, perhaps because most Muslims haven't read their texts about him extensively.
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His supposed prophetic calling began when he was roughly 40 years old, after he “heard unseen voices and calls” (Mishkat al-Masabih IV, p. 354). Searching for clarity, he sometimes meditated at Mount Hira, near Mecca. On one of these occasions, the alleged Archangel Gabriel (Jibra’il or Jibril in Arabic) appeared to him and instructed him to recite “in the name of [your] lord,” even though he was illiterate. This was the first of many revelations that became the basis of the Quran. Despite the absence of a single witness to his supposed encounters with the Angel Gabriel, many lay Muslims believe these encounters indeed occurred.

The Muslim Texts
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According to the standard Islamic narrative, the Quran (Koran) is a revelation from Allah to Muhammad through the supposed Angel Gabriel for some 23 years. Muslims believe it is the uncreated, divine, and verbatim word of Allah with no corruption, and all its contents should be applied universally. It is also regarded as a miracle and proof of Muhammad’s prophethood.

There are also companion texts called the hadiths, a collection of traditions containing sayings transmitted through chains of narrators about Muhammad that account for his daily practice and sayings (the Sunnah). It constitutes the major source of guidance for Muslims apart from the Quran. The hadiths provide the image of Muhammad, the ultimate role model for Muslims everywhere. In other words, the hadiths are attributed reports about what he said and did. Together, the Quran and the hadiths provide the textual foundations for the vast body of Islamic jurisprudence known as Sharia law, or “divine law.” Despite the Quran's claim that it is a detailed explanation of everything (12:111; 16:89), it is insufficient for the majority of Muslims since they believe there is a necessity for the hadiths to practice their religion properly. However, there seems to be a growing number of Muslims who have resorted to becoming Quranists (Quran-only), presumably because of Muhammad's glaring moral flaws and embarrassing claims that are found in the traditions.

The sīra (biography) is the third cornerstone of Islamic texts, referring to the body of literature devoted to Muhammad's life. Apart from the Quran and authentic hadiths, most historical information about his life and the early period of Islam is derived from the sīra.

Was Muhammad Demon-Possessed?

As someone who has extensive experience involved in deliverance ministry and has some knowledge of demonology, it would be natural to delve into Muhammad’s symptoms of purported demonization or demonic influence. I have firsthand experience with casting out demons (by the name and authority of Jesus) and gained a lot of insight regarding the signs and manifestations of demonization. Many of the symptoms of demonization I have witnessed in some demonized people, such as twitching, foaming at the mouth, and convulsing, were symptoms Muhammad exhibited when he received his “divine inspirations.” There is an abundance of other compelling evidence that further indicates he was truly demonized and/or demonically influenced. As I will delve into more deeply later, Muhammad believed himself to be possessed but was persuaded otherwise.

If we expect to discern the spirit of Islam accurately, we must begin at the foundation and scrutinize the seed. If satan’s kingdom was moving behind Muhammad, then satan's kingdom was behind Islam, which would be a clever means of blinding multitudes from the light of the eternal Gospel and hindering many from receiving the gift of salvation. All the problematic moral and incriminating issues found in Islamic texts should raise some serious questions about the validity of Muhammad's prophethood.

The veracity of Islam is predicated on Muhammad's reliability. That is, if there are valid reasons to conclude that he was a reliable messenger of God, we can reasonably suppose that Islam is true. However, if there are compelling reasons to believe he was untrustworthy, we can rationally suppose Islam is false.

[Note: most of the text quoted here comes from the Quran, the authentic (sahih) hadiths, the sīra literature, and Tafsirs (explication or commentary of the Quran). Most hadiths quoted here are accepted by the Sunni sect of Islam, which accounts for roughly 90% of the Muslim population. In most cases, I deliberately refrained from capitalizing the word “satan.” All bold and emphasis are mine.]

Signs and Symptoms of Muhammad’s Demonization
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According to the Quran, “inspiration” was sent down to Muhammad from the divine:

Nor does he say (aught) of (his own) Desire. It is no less than inspiration sent down to him:

(Quran 53:3-4, Yusuf Ali)

It reads something similar in the hadiths (also note that Muhammad denied he was given miracles):

Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet (ﷺ) said, "Every Prophet was given miracles because of which people believed, but what I have been given, is Divine Inspiration which Allah has revealed to me. So I hope that my followers will outnumber the followers of the other Prophets on the Day of Resurrection."

(Sahih al-Bukhari 4981)

Narrated Ibn `Abbas:

Allah's Messenger (ﷺ) was inspired Divinely at the age of forty. Then he stayed in Mecca for thirteen years, and then was ordered to migrate, and he migrated to Medina and stayed there for ten years and then died.

(Sahih al-Bukhari 3851)

It may be that Muhammad, in certain instances, really received messages while in a state of “inspiration” (though some of his  “revelations” were suspiciously convenient for him), but it was the very bizarre physical manifestations that accompanied it that are concerning. Muhammad's “inspiration” and religious experiences were remarkably similar to those in some forms of mysticism and spiritism. Shamanism, for example, is known for fostering periods of mental disruption as well as spirit possession. Muhammad experienced shaman-like experiences and phenomena. Moreover, the content of his revelations doesn't align with the character of the righteous God. This should raise red flags.

Muhammad Had Headaches When Receiving His Revelation

Why would anyone who is receiving an alleged divine revelation get a headache?

Abu Nu‘aym related, from a tradition of Qutayba that ‘Ali b. Ghurab related to him, from al-Ahwas b. Hakim, from Abu ‘Awana, from Sa‘id b. al-Musayyib, from Abu Hurayra, who said,

When revelation came down to the Messenger of God, he would get a headache and would cover his head with the henna plant.

(Ibn Kathir, The Life of the Prophet Muhammad (Al-Sira al-Nabawiyya), Vol. I, p. 308) 

Experienced “Coming to Himself” 

It seemed like Muhammad often fell into a trance or an altered state of consciousness, much like a medium or a channeler would sometimes do:

Chapter: The Prophet (SAW) Sweated When It Was Cold, And When The Revelation Came To Him

‘Ubida b. Samit reported that when wahi [revelation] descended upon Allah’s Apostle, he lowered his head and so lowered his Companions their heads, and when (this state) was over, he raised his head.”

(Sahih Muslim 2335)

In the Bible, some prophets fell into a trance or deep sleep; however, their behavior did not reflect that of a madman under the influence of demonic possession. Muhammad experienced an occult form of trance, as I will further substantiate.

Muhammad’s Face Turned Red, And He Breathed Heavily When He Received His Revelation

Not only did his face change, turning red, but he also exhibited heavy breathing and eerily stared without saying anything when, or about to be, in the state of receiving “revelation,” and afterward felt relief. Why would he have felt relief after receiving messages from the divine as if it were taxing or burdensome?

Safwan b. Ya'la b. Umayya reported that Ya'la used to say to 'Umar b. Khattab (Allah be pleased with him):

Would that I see revelation descending upon the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ). (Once) when the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ) was in Ji'rana and there was a cloth which provided shade over him, and there were his Companions with him. 'Umar being one of them, there came a person with a cloak of wool on him daubed with perfume and he said: Messenger of Allah, what about the person who entered upon the state of Ihram with a cloak after daubing it with perfume? The Apostle of Allah (ﷺ) looked at him for a short while, and then became quiet, and revelation began descending upon him, and 'Umar gestured (with his hand) to Ya'la b. Umayya to come. Ya'la came and he entered his head (beneath the cloth and saw) the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ) with his face red, and breathing heavily. Then he felt relieved (of that burden) and he said: Where is the man who was just asking me about Umra? The man was searched for and he was brought, and the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ) said: So far as the perfume is concerned, wash it three times, and remove the cloak too (as it was sewn) and do in 'Umra as you do in Hajj.

(Sahih al-Bukhari 4985)

‘Ubada b. as-Samit reported that whenever Allah’s Apostle (ﷺ) received revelation, he felt its rigour and the complexion of his face changed. One day revelation descended upon him, he felt the same rigour. When it was over and he felt relief, he said:

Take from me. Verily Allah has ordained a way for them (the women who commit fornication),: (When) a married man (commits adultery) with a married woman, and an unmarried male with an unmarried woman, then in case of married (persons) there is (a punishment) of one hundred lashes and then stoning (to death). And in case of unmarried persons, (the punishment) is one hundred lashes and exile for one year.

(Sahih Muslim 1690c)

Chapter: The Prophet (SAW) Sweated When It Was Cold, And When The Revelation Came To Him

'Ubida b. Samit reported that when wahi (inspiration) descended upon Allah's Messenger (ﷺ), he felt a burden on that account and the colour of his face underwent a change.

(Sahih Muslim 2334)

Muhammad Would Twitch When Receiving His Inspiration

Anyone in deliverance ministry can attest that twitching is a not-so-uncommon physical manifestation of those who are demonized. But this is what Muhammad experienced!

“Then Allah’s apostle returned with the Inspiration, his neck muscles twitching WITH TERROR till he entered upon Khadija and said, ‘Cover me! Cover me!’ They covered him till his fear was over and then he said, ‘O Khadija, what is wrong with me?’ Then he told her everything that had happened and said, ‘I fear that something may happen to me.’…

(Sahih al-Bukhari 6982)

…And your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen, has taught man that which he knew not." (96.1-5). Then Allah's Messenger (ﷺ) returned with that experience; and the muscles between his neck and shoulders were trembling till he came upon Khadija (his wife) and said, "Cover me!" They covered him, and when the state of fear was over, he said to Khadija, "O Khadija! What is wrong with me? I was afraid that something bad might happen to me."…

(Sahih al-Bukhari 4953)

Ibn Sa’d related that A’ishah said: “Whenever the Prophet received Inspiration (al-wahy), HIS HEAD WOULD TWITCH, HE WOULD FOAM AT THE SIDES OF HIS MOUTH, he would feel cold in his incisors, and he would break into a sweat until it flowed down like pearls.”

(Imam Jalal-al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suyuti, The Perfect Guide to the Sciences of the Qur’an: Al-Itqan fi ‘Ulum Al-Qur’an (Great Books of Islamic Civilization), Vol. 1, p. 104) 

It really doesn't take much discernment to conclude that something is not quite right when one sees someone’s head and neck twitch and foam at the sides of their mouth while claiming they are receiving a message from the “divine.” In fact, the average person would be extremely startled or frightened.

Muhammad Would Peep and Mutter — That Was Very Hard For Him

Muslims claim that Muhammad received his “inspiration” through the Angel Gabriel. Rather, more likely he was like a medium or channeler, where the evil spirit(s) communicated their message via his mouth. According to the following testimony, when the “revelation” came down from “Gabriel,” Muhammad would move his lips, indicating that he was in a state of “inspiration.” It doesn’t seem that “Gabriel” would visibly manifest with the “revelation” in these instances, nor was the “inspiration” given in a manner that others could hear audibly. Instead, Muhammad “heard” the “revelation” internally in his own mind. Even pagans knew this was a symptom of possession. This means that, at least in part, the Quran is demonic channeled literature! Today, multitudes of mediums, spiritists, and “channelers” also enter trance states to receive revelations from alleged angels and spirits. 

The Bible condemns the following after such people:

 “… And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God?…” (Isaiah 8:19).

A hadith reads:

Narrated Ibn `Abbas:

(as regards) Allah’s Statement: “Move not your tongue concerning (the Qur’an) to make haste therewith.” (75.16) When Gabriel revealed the Divine Inspiration in Allah’s Messenger (ﷺ) , he (Allah’s Messenger (ﷺ)) moved his tongue and lips, and that state used to be very hard for him, and that movement indicated that revelation was taking place. So Allah revealed in Surat Al-Qiyama which begins: ‘I do swear by the Day of Resurrection…’ (75) the Verses:– ‘Move not your tongue concerning (the Qur’an) to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect it (Qur’an) in your mind, and give you the ability to recite it by heart. (75.16-17) Ibn `Abbas added: It is for Us to collect it (Qur’an) (in your mind), and give you the ability to recite it by heart means, “When We reveal it, listen. Then it is for Us to explain it,” means, ‘It is for us to explain it through your tongue.’ So whenever Gabriel came to Allah’s Messenger (ﷺ) ‘ he would keep quiet (and listen), and when the Angel left, the Prophet (ﷺ) would recite that revelation as Allah promised him.

(Sahih al-Bukhari 4929)

Why did his Allah continue to send “revelations” throughout his prophetic career, causing him such hardship?

Muhammad Would Sweat Profusely When He Received His Revelations

This is another peculiar physical manifestation where perspiration would pour down his face when he received “inspiration” from his supposed pure deity:

… By Allah I never thought that Allah would reveal Divine Inspiration in my case, as I considered myself too inferior to be talked of in the Holy Qur’an. I had hoped that Allah’s Apostle might have a dream in which Allah would prove my innocence. By Allah, Allah’s Apostle had not got up and nobody had left the house before the Divine Inspiration came to Allah’s Apostle. So, there overtook him the same state which used to overtake him, (when he used to have, on being inspired divinely). He was sweating so much so that the drops of the sweat were dropping like pearls though it was a (cold) wintry day. When that state of Allah’s Apostle was over, he was smiling and the first word he said, ‘Aisha! Thank Allah, for Allah has declared your innocence.’ …

(Sahih al-Bukhari 2661)

Narrated Abu Said Al-Khudri:
Once the Prophet sat on a pulpit and we sat around him. Then he said, “The things I am afraid of most for your sake (concerning what will befall you after me) is the pleasures and splendors of the world and its beauties which will be disclosed to you.” Somebody said, “O Allah’s Apostle! Can the good bring forth evil?” The Prophet remained silent for a while. It was said to that person, “What is wrong with you? You are talking to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) while he is not talking to you.” Then we NOTICED that he was being inspired divinely. Then the Prophet wiped off his sweat and said, “Where is the questioner?” It seemed as if the Prophet liked his question…

(Sahih al-Bukhari 1465)

Muhammad's experiences of receiving “revelation” were so strenuous that he would break out in heavy sweat, despite it being a cold, wintry day. How can this be coming from the pure God? It seems more characteristic of what would come from satan's kingdom.

Muhammad Would Salivate, Foam at the Mouth, Moan, and Roar or Snort Like a Camel 🐫 When He Received His “Inspiration”

Why would someone have such horrific, disturbing manifestations when being used by a deity who is supposed to be the “Giver of Peace”?

(then he Istawa (rose).) this refers to the angel Jibril, according to Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Qatadah and Ar-Rabi` bin Anas… 

(While he was in the highest part of the horizon.) meaning, Jibril rose to the highest part of the horizon, according to `Ikrimah and several others; `Ikrimah said, “The highest horizon where the morning comes from.” Mujahid said, “It is (the place of) sunrise.” Qatadah said, “That from which the day comes.” Ibn Zayd and several others said similarly. Imam Ahmad recorded that Abdullah bin Mas`ud said, “The Messenger of Allah saw Jibril in his original shape having six hundred wings, each wing filling the side of the horizon, with a colorful array, and pearls and rubies falling from each wing as much as only Allah knows.” Only Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith. Imam Ahmad recorded that `Abdullah bin `Abbas said, “The Prophet asked Jibril to appear himself to him in his original shape and Jibril said to him, `Invoke your Lord.’ The Prophet invoked his Lord the Exalted and Most Honored, and a great huge figure appeared to him from the east and kept rising and spreading. When the Prophet saw Jibril in his original shape, HE WAS KNOCKED UNCONSCIOUS. Jibril came down and revived the Prophet AND WIPED THE SALIVA OFF OF HIS CHEEKS.” Only Ahmad collected this Hadith.

(Tafsir of Ibn Kathir on Quran 53:5-18) 

This was not unlike what happened to a demonized boy written about in the Bible (more on this later).

We can also read that Muhammad emitted a noise that sounded like a camel when he was in a state of “inspiration.” This is disturbing!

There was a trace of yellowness on it. He said (to the Holy Prophet): What do you command me to do during my Umra? (It was at this juncture) that the revelation came to the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ) and he was covered with a cloth, and Ya'la said: Would that I see revelation coming to the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ). He (Hadrat 'Umar) said: Would it please you to see the Messenger of Allah (ﷺ) receiving the revelations 'Umar lifted a corner of the cloth and I looked at him and he was emitting a sound of snorting. He (the narrator) said: I thought it was the sound of a camel. When he was relieved of this he said: Where is he who asked about Umra? When the person came, the Prophet (ﷺ) said: Wash out the trace of yellowness, or he said: the trace of perfume and put off the cloak and do in your 'Umra what you do in your Hajj.

(Sahih Muslim 1180a)

“‘Umar said to me, ‘Would you like to look at the Messenger of God while revelation is coming to him?’ He raised the edge of his robe from his face while he was receiving revelation at al-Ji‘rana, and he was all flushed. And he would moan like a newborn calf.”

…

Abn Dāwūd al-Tayālisī stated that 'Abbad b. Mansūr related to him, quoting 'Ikrima, from Ibn 'Abbas, who said, “When revelation came down, the body and face of the Messenger of God would become pale; he would ignore those with him, and none of them would address him.”

(Ibn Kathir, The Life of the Prophet Muhammad (Al-Sira al-Nabawiyya), Vol. 1, p. 307)

“Ibn Ishaq says that, before the Revelation first began to descend upon him, Mohammed’s friends feared that he was suffering from the evil eye: and that, when it came upon him, almost the same illness attacked him again…'Ali Halabi, in his Turkish work entitled Insanu'l Uyun, informs us that many people declared that Aminah, Muhammad's mother, used a spell in order to recover him from the influence of the evil eye. On the authority of ‘Amr ibn Sharhabil it is stated that Muhammad said to Khadijah, “When I was alone I heard a cry: ‘O Muhammad, O Muhammad.”‘ In tradition (رواية) it is stated that he said, “I fear lest I should become a magician, lest one should proclaim me a follower of the Jinn”; and again: “I fear lest there should be madness” (or demoniac possession جنون) “in me”. After an accession of shivering and shutting his eyes, there used to come over him what resembled a swoon, his face would foam, and he would roar like a young camel.”

(Pfander, Mizanu’l Haqq, p. 345)

There is no account of the prophets of the Bible snorting or moaning like a camel while receiving a divine message. What Muhammad experienced was very odd and unsettling indeed.

Muhammad Would Fall Unconscious to the Ground 

Muhammad is reported to have had what many have interpreted to be mysterious epileptic seizures:

Narrated Jabir bin ‘Abdullah: When the Ka’ba was rebuilt, the Prophet and ‘Abbas went to carry stones. ‘Abbas said to the Prophet “(Take off and) put your waist sheet over your neck so that the stones may not hurt you.” (But as soon as he took off his waist sheet) he fell unconscious on the ground with both his eyes towards the sky. WHEN HE CAME TO HIS SENSES, he said, “My waist sheet! My waist sheet!” Then he tied his waist sheet (round his waist).

(Sahih al-Bukhari 3829) 

Jabir b. ‘Abdullah reported: When the Ka’ba was constructed the Apostle of Allah (may peace be upon him) and Abbas went and lifted stones. Abbas said to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him): Place your lower garment on your shoulder (so that you may protect yourself from the roughness and hardness of stones). He (the Holy Prophet) did this, but fell down upon the ground in a state of unconsciousness and his eyes were turned towards the sky. He then stood up and said: My lower garment, my lower garment; and this wrapper was tied around him. In the hadith transmitted by Ibn Rafi’, there is the word: “On his neck” and he did not say: “Upon his shoulder.”

(Sahih Muslim 340a) 

It is narrated on the authority of Jabir b. Abdullah that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: The wahi [revelation] was intermitted for me for a small span of time and while I was walking, and then the hadith like the one narrated by Yunus was transmitted but with the exception of these words: I was terror-stricken till I fell on the ground. Abu Salama said: Defilement means idols. After this the revelation was speeded up and followed rapidly.

(Sahih Muslim 161b) 

There is an account in the Bible of a boy with epileptic-like seizures recorded in three of the four Gospels (Matt. 17:14–18; Mark 9:14–29; Luke 9:38–42). The Greek word used in the text, “seléniazomai” (moonstruck), can be translated as “lunatic” or “epileptic.” Though not all cases of epileptic seizures may be attributed to the demonic, Jesus attributed the boy's condition to a demon (or devil), and He expelled it from him. To summarize some of what occurs with the boy in terms of the symptoms: convulsions, foaming at the mouth, lack of speech, and falling or being slammed to the ground. Indeed, these are symptoms Muhammad manifested! Even in Islamic writings, true demonic or jinn possession can cause a person to have seizures.

Muhammad Was Under a Magic Spell
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Genuine magic is the art of bringing about results beyond human power through the enlistment of supernatural agencies — what makes genuine magic work are demons, whether the practitioner knows it or not. Muhammad was apparently disordered in the mind, as he was under the satanic influence of bewitchment or witchcraft, whereby he would imagine that he had done sexual things that he had not actually done. Since this was done to Muhammad, one has to wonder what else he imagined and what other untruths he believed during his “prophetic” career. We can read about this embarrassing account in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic and revered hadith collection:

Narrated Aisha:

Magic was worked on Allah's Messenger (ﷺ) so that he used to think that he had sexual relations with his wives while he actually had not (Sufyan said: That is the hardest kind of magic as it has such an effect). Then one day he said, "O `Aisha do you know that Allah has instructed me concerning the matter I asked Him about? Two men came to me and one of them sat near my head and the other sat near my feet. The one near my head asked the other. What is wrong with this man?' The latter replied the is under the effect of magic The first one asked, Who has worked magic on him?' The other replied Labid bin Al-A'sam, a man from Bani Zuraiq who was an ally of the Jews and was a hypocrite.' The first one asked, What material did he use)?' The other replied, 'A comb and the hair stuck to it.' The first one asked, 'Where (is that)?' The other replied. 'In a skin of pollen of a male date palm tree kept under a stone in the well of Dharwan' '' So the Prophet (ﷺ) went to that well and took out those things and said "That was the well which was shown to me (in a dream) Its water looked like the infusion of Henna leaves and its date-palm trees looked like the heads of devils." The Prophet (ﷺ) added, "Then that thing was taken out' I said (to the Prophet (ﷺ) ) "Why do you not treat yourself with Nashra?" He said, "Allah has cured me; I dislike to let evil spread among my people."

(Sahih Al-Bukhari 5765)

Narrated ‘Aisha:

A man called Labid bin al-A’sam from the tribe of Bani Zaraiq worked magic on Allah’s Apostle till Allah’s Apostle started imagining that he had done a thing that he had not really done. One day or one night he was with us, he invoked Allah and invoked for a long period…

(Sahih Al-Bukhari 5763)

Magic was worked on the Prophet so that he began to fancy that he was doing a thing which he was not actually doing. One day he invoked (Allah) for a long period and then said, “I feel that Allah has inspired me as how to cure myself. Two persons came to me (in my dream) and sat, one by my head and the other by my feet. One of them asked the other, “What is the ailment of this man?” The other replied, ‘He has been bewitched” The first asked, ‘Who has bewitched him?’”…

(Sahih al-Bukhari 3268. Similar hadiths are Sahih Al-Bukhari 5766 and Sahih Al-Bukhari 6391.)

A’isha reported:

that a Jew from among the Jews of Banu Zuraiq who was called Labid b. al-A’sam cast spell upon Allah’s Messenger (may peace be upon him) with the result that he (under the influence of the spell) felt that he had been doing something whereas in fact he had not been doing that. (This state of affairs lasted) until one day or during one night Allah’s Messenger (may peace be upon him) made supplication (to dispel its effects)…

(Sahih Muslim 2189a)

From B. Zurayq: Labld b. A'sam who bewitched the apostle of God so that he could not come at his wives.

(Ibn Ishaq, The Life of Muhammad, p. 240. The footnote states that according to a Muslim scholar, "the spell lasted for a year.")

Ibn Sa'd (784/785 – 845), who was a scholar and Arabian biographer who provided one of the earliest biographical details of the early Muslims, wrote:

Al-Fadl Ibn, Dukayn informed us ; (he said): Talhah tbn ‘Amr informed us on the authority of ‘Ata; he said: Verily, the amulet with which Gabriel protected the Prophet, may Allah bless him, when the Jews bewitched him, was: In the name of Allah I chant on you. In the name of Allah Who will cure you from every illnes that troubles you, take it, it will give you joy from the evil of envier when he envies.

(Ibn Sa'd, Kitab Al Tabaqat Al Kabir Vol. 2, Part I,II, p. 266)

The following text by Imam Al-Wāḥidī (d. 1076), who is considered to be one of the leading Quranic exegetes and literary critics of the medieval Islamic world, reads that Muhammad was so overwhelmed by black magic that his hair fell off, and he was withering away!

(Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind…) [114:1-6]. The commentators of the Qur’an said: “The Messenger of Allah had a Jewish servant boy. The Jews approached him and kept after him until he gave them some fallen hair from the Prophet as well as a few teeth from his comb. The Jews used these to cast a spell of black magic on him. The person who was behind this was the Jew Labid ibn al-A‘sam. He then put the hair in a well belonging to Banu Zurayq called Dharwan. The Messenger of Allah fell ill for a period of six months, during which the hair of his head fell off; he imagined that he slept with his wives when he did not, and was withering away without knowing the reason. As he was one day sleeping, he saw two angels coming to him. One of them sat at his head and the other at his feet. The angel who sat at his head asked: ‘What is wrong with the man?’ The second angel responded: ‘A spell of black magic was cast on him’. The first one asked: ‘And who is responsible for this sorcery?’ The second angel answered: ‘It is Labid ibn al-A‘sam, the Jew’. The first angel asked again: ‘What did he use to cast black magic on him?’ The second angel said: ‘He used a comb and fallen hair’. The first angel asked: ‘Where is it now?’ The second angel said: ‘It is inside the spadix of a palm tree beneath the stepping stone which is inside the well of Dharwan’, at which point the Messenger of Allah woke up. He said: ‘O ‘A’ishah, do you not think that this is from Allah to inform me of the cause of my illness?’ He then sent ‘Ali [ibn Abi Talib], al-Zubayr [ibn al-‘Awwam] and ‘Ammar [ibn Yasir] who drained the water of that well as one would drain the dust of henna. They lifted the stone and got the spadix out and found therein some of the hair of the Messenger of Allah as well a few teeth from his comb.

(‘Ali ibn Ahmad al-Wahidi, Asbab al-Nuzul, Q. 113-114)

882– The scholars said that a Jewish lad was serving the Prophet when the Jews came to him, took the Prophet’s comb, and cast a spell on him. The one who executed the witchcraft was the Jew, Labeed Ibn A’sam. He put it in the well called Thorwan of the tribe of Zureik. Consequently, the Prophet fell ill. His hair began to fall out, and he imagined that he had HAD SEXUAL INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WOMEN EVEN THOUGH HE HAD NOT. He would taste something and not recognize it.

One day while he was sleeping, two angels came to him and one sat by his feet and the other by his head. One asked the other, “What is the matter with this man?” The other angel said, “HE IS BEWITCHED.” One asked, “Who has done it to him?” and the other replied, “Labeed Ibn A’sam, the Jewish man.” The first angel asked, “How did he do it?” The second replied, “With his comb and it is in the well in a leaf of palm tree wrapped around a stone in the bottom of a well.”

(Imam Al-Wahidi An-Naisaburi, Reasons and Occasions of Revelation of the Holy Quran: English-Arabic Text, p. 606)

This is disturbing. If Muhammad thought he was having sexual intercourse with his wives when he was not, what was the physical act he was doing? Perhaps it is better not to know. 

As silly as it sounds, Muhammad believed if you ate dates you would not be affected by magic and poison. But how come that didn't work for him (and we will read later that he still succumbed to poison)?

The Prophet (ﷺ) said, “If somebody takes some `Ajwa dates every morning, he will not be affected by poison or magic on that day till night.” (Another narrator said seven dates).

(Sahih al-Bukhari 5768)

Narrated Sa`d:

Allah’s Messenger (ﷺ) said, “He who eats seven ‘Ajwa dates every morning, will not be affected by poison or magic on the day he eats them.”

(Sahih al-Bukhari 5445)

By the way, there is no scientific evidence that eating seven 'Ajwa dates every morning will protect anyone from being impacted by poison. This is just one of many examples of the scientific errors from the “prophet.”

On top of being bewitched, Muhammad used to carry a talisman (which itself can be a channel for demonic powers) to supposedly ward off the so-called evil eye, which also afflicted him:

… Ibn Ishaq related that the Messenger of Allah used to have a talisman against the evil eye before the revelation descended on him. After the Qur’an had descended on him and he was afflicted with something of the evil eye, Khadija asked him, “Shall I send someone to you to make a talisman for you?” He replied, “No, not now.”

(Qadi 'Iyad Musa al-Yahsubi, Muhammad Messenger of Allah (Ash-Shifa of Qadi ‘Iyad), Ch. 1, Section 1. Ibn Taymiyya wrote in The Book of Collected Fatwas that Ibn Abbas said having certain talismans or amulets are permissible.)

How can Muhammad, the supposed “Seal of the Prophets” (Quran 33:40), fall victim to black magic when the Quran testifies that satan (shaytan) has no authority or power over any of Allah’s slaves?

[Iblis (Satan)] said: "O my Lord! Because you misled me, I shall indeed adorn the path of error for them (mankind) on the earth, and I shall mislead them all. "Except Your chosen, (guided) slaves among them." (Allah) said: "This is the Way which will lead straight to Me." "Certainly, you shall have no authority over My slaves, except those who follow you of the Ghawin (Mushrikun and those who go astray, criminals, polytheists, and evil-doers, etc.).

(Quran 15:39-42, Muhsin Khan)

So when you want to recite the Quran, seek refuge with Allah from Shaitan (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one). Verily! He has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in their Lord (Allah). His power is only over those who obey and follow him (Satan), and those who join partners with Him (Allah) [i.e. those who are Mushrikun - polytheists - see Verse 6:121].

(Quran 16:98-100, Muhsin Khan)

This raises serious questions: if Muhammad could be deceived and manipulated by satan to imagine fantastical things, then how can any Muslim be assured that his entire prophetic experience was nothing more than a delusion of satan?

Since Muhammad was under the subjection of satanic powers, does this prove that Muhammad actually belonged to satan, even according to the teachings of the Quran? Or does this prove that the Quran is wrong in its promised protection of Muhammad? Note that either option demonstrates Islam to be false.

This extraordinary, strange part of Muhammad’s life should give pause to anyone who might consider him to be a genuine prophet of God, never mind the greatest of all prophets, as Muslims adamantly assert. It is the rational conclusion that Muhammad, who had fallen into such a delusional state, was either literally demon-possessed or significantly mentally unstable, or both!

Concerning the demonic witchcraft or magic that Muhammad was subjected to, it's interesting that, in contrast, the Apostle Paul (c. 5 – c. 64/65 AD) could hinder a magician named Elymas with the power of Jesus Christ. Elymas did a similar type of magic and witchcraft. Muhammad was incapable of being protected from magic, let alone stopping the magician from working magic on him, unlike the Apostle Paul (Acts 13:8-11).

True prophets before Muhammad were not bewitched by those using black magic or afflicted by the evil eye. The Bible reads, “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil” (2 Thess. 3:3).

Also, the Bible reads, “Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel: according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!” (Numbers 23:23) 

Curses being ineffective against Christians is even attested by an Ex-witch, Doreen Irvine:

I tried to put curses on the preacher, but they did not work. There was a barrier between my power and the preacher, who was a man of great faith and courage. I was puzzled. My powers had never before failed. I had no idea that far greater power than of Satan was protecting this man – the mighty power of the Lord Jesus Christ.

(Irvine, Freed from Witchcraft, p. 98)

Muhammad Was Suicidal

[image: Image]

Muhammad was so distraught, depressed, and terrorized from his encounter with this nefarious spiritual entity, supposedly the angel Gabriel, that it led him to want to end his own life! In the Bible, there is not a single example of a true prophet or apostle who went through such terror with a spiritual entity that it led to suicidal tendencies, wanting to violently jump off a cliff like Muhammad. This ordeal was unique to him.

In the following Muslim literature, we find the account of Muhammad being suicidal after his horrible experience with “Gabriel” in the cave of Hira:  

Narrated ‘Aisha: But after a few days Waraqa died and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for a while and the prophet became so sad as we have heard that he intended SEVERAL TIMES TO THROW HIMSELF FROM THE TOPS OF HIGH MOUNTAINS and every time he went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say, ‘O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah’s Apostle in truth,’ whereupon his heart would become quiet and he would calm down and would return home. And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before him and say to him what he had said before. (Ibn ‘Abbas said regarding the meaning of: ‘He it is that Cleaves the daybreak (from the darkness)’ (6.96) that Al-Asbah means the light of the sun during the day and the light of the moon at night).”

(Sahih al-Bukhari 6982)

Al-Bukhari stated in his account given above, "then the revelation waned, so that the Messenger of God was so depressed, as we have been told, that he would often feel like throwing himself down from the summits of high mountains. Whenever he reached the top of a mountain to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear to him and say, ‘O Muhammad, you are in truth the Messenger of God.’ This would relieve his distress and he would return down. And if the revelation was again long in coming, he would feel and do the same. When he would reach the mountain summit, Gabriel would appear and speak to him as before.

(Ibn Kathir, The Life of the Prophet Muhammad (Al-Sira al-Nabawiyya), Vol. I, pp. 298-299)

So I [Muhammad] read it, and he [Gabriel] departed from me.  And I awoke from my sleep, and it was though these words were written on my heart.  (T.  Now none of God’s creatures was more hateful to me than an (ecstatic) poet or a man possessed:  I could not even look at them.  I thought, Woe is me poet or possessed – Never shall Quraysh say this of me!  I will go to the top of the mountain and throw myself down that I may kill myself and gain rest.  So I went forth to do so and then) when I was midway on the mountain, I heard a voice from heaven saying “O Muhammad! thou are the apostle of God and I am Gabriel.“

(Ibn Ishaq’s “Sirat Rasul Allah,” The Life of Muhammad, p. 106)

He (Muhammad) said: I had been thinking of hurling myself down from a mountain crag, but he appeared to me, as I was thinking about this, and said, “Muhammad, I am Gabriel and you are the Messenger of God.” Then he said, “Recite!” I said, “What shall I recite?” He took me and pressed me three times tightly until I was nearly stifled and was utterly exhausted; then he said, “Recite in the name of your Lord who created,” and I recited it. Then I went to Khadijah and said, “I have been in fear for my life.” When I told her what happened she said, “Rejoice, for God will never put you to shame, for you treat your kinsfolk well, tell the truth, deliver what is entrusted to you, endure fatigue, offer hospitality to the guest, and aid people in misfortunate.”

…

… I recited it, and then he desisted and departed I woke up, and it was as though these words had been written on my heart. There was no one of God’s creation more hateful to me than a poet or a madman; I could not bear to look at either of them. I said to myself, ‘Your humble servant (meaning himself) is either a poet or a madman, but Quraysh shall never say this of me. I shall take myself to a mountain crag, hurl myself down from it, kill myself, and find relief in that way.’” 

…

Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-A’la-Ibn Thawr — Ma’mar — al-Zuhri: The inspiration ceased to come to the Messenger of God for a while, and he was deeply grieved. He began to go to the tops of mountain crags, in order to fling himself from them; but every time he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel appeared to him and said to him, ‘You are the Prophet of God.’ Thereupon his anxiety would subside and he would come back to himself.

(Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabari – Muhammad at Mecca, Vol. VI, pp. 68, 71, 76. In The History of Al-Tabari Book = The History of the Messengers and Kings, and the link to the History of Al-Tabari, the complete chain of narration of Muhammad being suicidal going back to Aisha is given.)

The following text from an authoritative book on the life of Muhammad, highly popular in the Muslim world, reads:

Interruption of Revelation:

Ibn Sa‘d reported on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the Revelation paused for a few days. After careful study, this seems to be the most possible. To say that it lasted for three and a half years, as some scholars allege, is not correct, but here there is no room to go into more details.

Meanwhile, the Prophet… was caught in a sort of depression coupled with astonishment and perplexity.

In the Book of Dreams, Al-Bukhari reported that the Divine inspiration paused for a while and the Prophet… became so sad, as we have heard, that he intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high mountains.

Every time he went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say: “O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah’s Messenger in truth," whereupon his heart would become quiet and he would calm down and return home.

Whenever the period of the coming of the Revelation used to become long, he would do as before, but Gabriel would appear again before him and say to him what he had said before.

(Saif-ur-Rahman al-Mubarakpuri, Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtum (The Sealed Nectar) Biography of the Noble Prophet, p. 70)

Renowned Sunni Muslim scholar, writer, and professor, Ramadan al-Buti (1929–2013), who was a leading figure of Islamic neo-traditionalism that adhered to the four schools of thought in Sunni Islam, wrote:

“As for the subsequent discontinuation of the revelation for a period oftime and the Prophet’s (pbuh) having to wait for six months or more before receiving any further revelations, this in itself constitutes a miracle, since it provides the most eloquent possible response to those who wish to view the prophetic revelation as nothing but a kind of inward illumination deriving from prolonged contemplation, that is, a subjective occurrence which simply arose from within him. It was decreed by the divine wisdom that the angel who had once appeared to him in the Cave of Hira* should be withheld from him for a long time, and that he should suffer intense anxiety on this account. His anxiety was so great, in fact, that he began to fear that God Almighty had abandoned him due to some evil he had committed. He suffered such torment over this that whenever he found himself on a mountain top, he was tempted to throw himself down from it.”

(Shaykh Ramadan Al Buti رحمه الله, The Jurisprudence Of The Prophetic Biography, p. 127)

A biographer wrote of Muhammad’s first encounter with the spirit that mentally and emotionally abused him:

“… and at the moment Muhammad was overcome with terror. What had just happened? Was he mad? He hurried down the rocky slope towards the lit houses of Mecca. What would his tribe say if he told them of this? Surely he was insane or possessed. He considered throwing himself off the mountain, but suddenly the figure appeared again to him in the form of a man who stood astride the horizon. ‘O Muhammad, you are the messenger of God, and I am the archangel Gabriel’, it proclaimed.

“Muhammad struggled back to Khadija and told her ‘Indeed I hear a voice and see a light, and I fear that I am mad.’ She comforted him, saying ‘God would never afflict you with this, since you are known for your truthfulness, character and kindness.’ Khadija took Muhammad to see her cousin, Waraqa, a Christian who was well versed in the scriptures.”

(William Brown, Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction, pp. 12-13)

William Montgomery Watt, who was a historian and academic, wrote:

He (Muhammad) said, I had been meditating throwing myself from a mountain crag, but while I was so meditating, he appeared to me and said, “O Muhammad, I am Gabriel, and thou are the Messenger of God…

Az-Zuhri said: There was a gap for a time in the revelation to the Messenger of God, and he was very sorrowful. He started going early to the tops of the mountains to throw himself down from them. But whenever he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel would appear to him and say, Thou art the Prophet of God. At that his restlessness would cease and his self would return to him.

(William Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, pp. 40-41)

Can demons compel corporeal creatures to commit suicide? In the Bible, there is an account where Jesus cast demons out of a demoniac who had many demons and permitted the demons to enter a herd of swine on the mountain. Subsequently, the herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned (Luke 8:26-37). This is reminiscent of Muhammad, who intended to fling himself off a mountain!

If this entity was evil, then why did it stop Muhammad from committing suicide? Apparently, to use him as a vessel to create a religion that would deceive multitudes—blinding them from the eternal Gospel for salvation. Satan had won his prize. As Muhammad went through the rest of his life, the more power he gained, the more dominion and conquest he sought, which resulted in more blood he shed. 

Muhammad’s Contemporaries Thought He Was Demon-Possessed

In many Muslim texts, we can read what many thought about Muhammad. Those who knew him called him a madman, a mad poet, a diviner, a sorcerer, a magician, bewitched, and possessed! He was viewed as a poet under some spell. Let's read several Quranic verses to prove the point:

Is it a matter of wonderment to men that We have sent Our inspiration to a man from among themselves? – That he should warn mankind (of their danger), and give the good news to the Believers that they have before their Lord the lofty rank of truth. (But) say the Unbelievers: “This is indeed an evident sorcerer!”

(Quran 10:2, Yusuf Ali)

“And they say: O thou unto whom the Reminder is revealed, lo! Thou art indeed a madman!”

(Quran 15:6, Pickthall)

We are fully aware of what they wish to hear when they listen to you; and what they say when they converse in private; and when the wrongdoers say, You are only following a man who is bewitched! See to what they liken you to!

(Quran 17:47-48, W. Khan)

And the evildoers say, ‘The man you follow is simply under a spell.’

(Quran 25:8, A. Haleem)

And they wonder that there has come to them a warner from among themselves. And the disbelievers say, “This is a magician and a liar.

(Quran 38:4, Sahih International)

Yet they turn away from him and say: “Tutored by others, a man possessed!” 

(Quran 44:14, Yusuf Ali)

Or do they say, "He is possessed"? Nay, he has brought them the Truth, but most of them hate the Truth.

(Quran 23:70, Yusuf Ali)

With all the disturbing manifestations Muhammad exhibited, is it surprising that many thought he was a madman or possessed?

Muhammad (or Allah) had to reassure his companions and critics that he wasn’t possessed:

And (O people!) your companion is not one possessed; And without doubt he saw him in the clear horizon. Neither doth he withhold grudgingly a knowledge of the Unseen. Nor is it the word of an evil spirit accursed.

(Quran 81:22-25, Yusuf Ali)

It [the Quran] is not poet's speech - little is it that ye believe! Nor diviner's speech - little is it that ye remember!

(Quran 69:41-42, Pickthall)

It's apparent that Muhammad's contemporaries suspected he was inspired by an evil spirit, and thus he spoke these words in the Quran in self-defense.

What's perhaps more disturbing is the fact that Allah had to reassure Muhammad that he was not mad or possessed. There must have been something seriously wrong for Muhammad to be comforted in this manner:

Therefore, proclaim thou the praises (of thy Lord): for by the Grace of thy Lord, thou art no (vulgar) soothsayer, nor art thou one possessed. Or do they say: – “A Poet! We await for him some calamity (hatched) by Time!” (Yusuf Ali)

(Quran 52:29-30; Yusuf Ali)

Thou art not, by the Grace of thy Lord, mad or possessed.

(Quran 68:2; Yusuf Ali)

A woman told Muhammad that his satan had left him:

Narrated Jundub bin Sufyan:

Once Allah’s Apostle became sick and could not offer his night prayer (Tahajjud) for two or three nights. Then a lady (the wife of Abu Lahab) came and said, “O Muhammad! I think that your Satan has forsaken you, for I have not seen him with you for two or three nights!” On that Allah revealed: ‘By the fore-noon, and by the night when it darkens, your Lord (O Muhammad) has neither forsaken you, nor hated you.’ (93.1-3)

(Sahih Al-Bukhari 4950)

One of the Meccan Chiefs acknowledged Muhammad had a familiar spirit, which is really a demonic spirit (more about this later):

… ‘I will make some suggestions, and perhaps you will be able to accept one of them.’ The apostle agreed, and he went on, ‘If what you want is money, we will gather for you of our property so that you may be the richest of us; if want honour, we will make you our chief so that no one can decide anything apart from you; if you want sovereignty, we will make you king, and if this ghost which comes to you, which you see, is such that you cannot get rid of him, we will find a physician for you, and exhaust our means in getting you cured, for OFTEN a familiar spirit gets possession of a man until he can be cured of it,’ or words to that effect…

… No Arab had ever treated his tribe as Muhammad had treated them, and they repeated the charges which have been mentioned on several occasions, If it was money he wanted, they would make him the richest of them all; if it was honour, he should be their prince; if it was sovereignty, they would make him king; if it was a spirit which had got possession of him (they used to call the familiar spirit of the jinn ra’iy), they would exhaust their means in finding medicine to cure him. The Apostle replied he had no such intention…

(Ibn Ishaq, The Life of Muhammad, pp. 132, 133-134)

Muslim apologists may retort that only Muhammad’s enemies accused him of being possessed as an attack on him. But even Muhammad’s foster mother, Halimah, thought Muhammad was demon-possessed when he was young, after two beings threw him to the ground:

The following story connected with Muhammad’s stay with Halimah is related by Abu ‘l-Fida’ (p. 64). When some time passed, Muhammad and his foster-brother went out to a distance from the house, when Halimah’s son came to his mother and said. “Two men clothed in white raiments have taken hold of the Quraish boy, and have thrown him down and have ripped open his belly.” So Halimah and her husband went to the place where the child was, but found him standing on his feet. And they said, “What has happened to thee child?” And he answered and said, “Two men came to me, and threw me down and ripped up my belly.” Then Halimah’s husband said to her, “I greatly fear that this boy has got the epilepsy.” So they took him to his mother Aminah. And Halimah said to Aminah, “I am afraid he is possessed of a devil.” But Aminah said, “What in the world can Satan have to do with my son that he should be his enemy?”

(T. P. Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, p. 368)

Perhaps the earliest Muslim biographer, Ibn Ishaq (c. 704–767), reported the story told by Muhammad’s foster mother:

. . .he and his brother were with our lambs behind the tents when his brother came running and said to us, “Two men clothed in white have seized that Qurayshi brother of mine and thrown him down and opened up his belly, and are stirring him up.” We ran towards him and found him standing up with a livid face. We took hold of him and asked him what was the matter. He said, “Two men with white raiment came and threw me down and opened up my belly and searched therein for I know not what,” so we took him back to our tent. His father said to me, “I am afraid that this child has had a stroke, so take him back to his family before the result appears.” So we picked him up and took him to his mother who asked why we had brought him when I had been anxious for his welfare and desirous of keeping him with me. . . When she asked if I feared a demon possessed him, I replied that I DID…

(Ibn Ishaq, The Life of Muhammad, pp. 71-72)

The fact these beings threw Muhammad to the ground is consistent with what the Bible says demons do to some people (cf. Luke 9:42).

The following narration, often called the “Night of the Jinn,” doesn't necessarily indicate demon-possession, but it was still a bizarre, terrifying, hellish occurrence. Like some sort of occultist or warlock, Muhammad commanded his companion to sit within the confines of a line (seemingly a circle) he drew, implying he would be harmed if he left it. Muhammad walked away and was then seriously maltreated and violated (implied sexually) all night long by naked, tall, slim humanoid figures that seemed to have been evil spirits! It was so bad that he returned to his companion tired or in pain:

Abdullah [ibn Mas'ud] related: The Messenger of Allah (SAW) sent for me, so we set out until I reached such-and-such a place, and He traced a line for me and told me: Stay between the two edges of this – don’t go outside of it; if you go outside of it, it’s over for you. Abdullah said: And so I stayed there. Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) went off a stone’s throw away or a little farther (or something like that). Then he [Abdullah] mentioned a group of male members [haneen, i.e. men] who looked like Zutt people. ‘Affan narrated (or something like what 'Affan said, Allah willing): They didn't have any clothes on, and I didn't see their genitals, and they were tall and scrawny. He [Abdullah] said: And they came and started to ride [yarkaboun] the Messenger of Allah (SAW), and the Prophet of Allah (SAW) began to recite to them. And they started to move closer and lean around me, and get in my way, and I became intensely terrified of them, so I sat down (or something like that). And when the morning light broke, they began to go away (or something like that). Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) came back exhausted and in pain, or practically in pain, from how they had ridden him; He said: Indeed I am exhausted (or something like that). Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) put his head in my lap (or something like that). And the men came with tall white garments on, but the Messenger of Allah (SAW) had fallen asleep. And I became more intensely terrified of them than I was the first time.

‘Arim said in his hadith: Then some of them said to the others: This man has been given good things (or something like that) – indeed his eyes sleep – or they said: His eye (or something like that) – but his heart is awake. ‘Arim and ‘Affan narrated: Some of them said to the others: Come, let us make a riddle about him (or something like that). And some of them said to the others: Make a riddle about him, and we will solve it – or: We will make a riddle, and you all can solve it. Then some of them said to the others: He is like a master, who built a well-fortified building, then sent out food to people (or something like that) and whoever does not take his food – or he said: Whoever does not follow him – He punishes him severely (or something like that). And the others replied: Indeed the master is the Lord of the Worlds, and indeed the building is Islam, and the food is Jannah, and this is he who bids people to come; and whoever follows after him will be in Jannah. ‘Arim said in his hadith (or something like it) – and whoever does not follow after him will be punished (or something like that). Then the Messenger of Allah (SAW) woke up and said: What did you see, oh Ibn Umm ‘Abd? And Abdullah said: I saw this and that. And the Prophet of Allah (SAW) said: Nothing of what they said has been hidden from me? The Prophet of Allah (SAW) said: They were a group of angels – or He said: They were angels. (Or whatever Allah wills.)

(Sound chain of narration)

(Musnad Ahmad, Section: Narrations from Abdullah ibn Mas’ud. In English Translation of Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Vol. 3, Hadith 3788, pp. 365-367, it reads the isnad (chain) is da'eef (weak), but the original Arabic text reads it is graded sahih (authentic). It can be read at Musnad Ahmad, Hadith 3788, Vol. 4, Pages: 33-35, by Ahmad ibn Hanbal. In Takhrij Al-Musnad it also has an authentic grade. Ibn Kathir wrote about the incident in Jami' al-Masaneed wa al-Sunan on pages 16781-16783 of the PDF. Al-Daraqutni also wrote about the incident in Aẓraf al-Gharā'ib wa al-Afrād, Vol. 4, on page 100 of the PDF. According to Ibn Tamiyya's The Collection of Fatwas of Ibn Taymiyyah, “possession of humans may be due to lust, desire, or infatuation, just as it happens between humans. Humans and jinn may even marry and have children.”) 

What a harrowing experience. Why did Allah allow his slave, Muhammad, to go through such torment from purported evil spirits throughout the night? This is another example of many of how evil spirits negatively affected and oppressed him.

Even Muhammad Believed He Was Demon-Possessed or Demonically Influenced

If you don't believe what others believed about Muhammad being demon-possessed and/or having an evil spirit, would you believe what Muhammad said about himself?

Verily, the Prophet, may Allah bless him, said: O Khadijah I hear sounds and see light and I fear I am mad.

(Ibn Sa’d, Kitab Al-Tabaqat, Vol. 1, part I & II, p. 225)

Then he went to Khadijah and said, “Khadijah, I think that I have gone mad.” “No, by God,” she said, “Your Lord would never do that to you. You have never committed a wicked act.” Khadijah went to Waraqa b. Nawful and told him what had happened. He said, “If what you say is true, your husband is a prophet. He will meet adversity from his people. If I live long enough, I shall believe in him.”

After this, Gabriel did not come to him for a while, and Khadijah said to him, “I think that your Lord MUST HAVE COME TO HATE YOU.”…

…

… I said to myself, “Your humble servant (meaning himself) is either a POET or a madman, but Quraysh shall never say this of me. I shall take myself to a mountain crag, hurl myself down from it, kill myself, and find relief in that way”

(Al-Tabari, The History of al-Tabari: Muhammad at Mecca, Vol. 6, pp. 70-71)

…Now none of God’s creatures was more hateful to me than an (ecstatic) poet or a man possessed: I could not even look at them. I thought, Woe is me poet or possessed…

(Ibn Ishaq, The Life of Muhammad, p. 106)

The following Islamic text is translated from Arabic to English using Gemini:

And Abū Kāmil and Ḥasan said in their Ḥadīth: that the Prophet (may peace and blessings be upon him) said to Khadījah: "I see a light, and I hear a sound, and I fear that I may have been afflicted with madness/jinn-possession.

(Musnad of Imam Ahmad)

On a side note, we have read many Islamic sources that suggest that many people, including Muhammad himself, believed he may have been a poet inspired by demons. That's interesting because in pre-Islamic Arabia, it was thought that a poet was influenced by a demon to be able to produce good poetry. The following Islamic source reads:

The pre-Islamic Arabs believed in the demon of poetry, and they thought that a great poet was directly inspired by demons.

(Al-Tabari, The History of Al-Tabari: The Last Years of the Prophet, Vol. IX, p. 167, note 1151)

The following source reads that Muhammad’s poet, Hassān ibn Thabit, had a demon:

The effort required of the poet to achieve all this at once is supreme; hence the belief in the Daemon of Poetry, or inspiration, as we would now term it. It was thought that the great bards of the Jahiliyya were directly inspired by demons. Hassān, before he became a Muslim, boasted that he was helped by a companion of the children of Satan: “One moment I speak, another he does”. According to al-Asha, his demon was called Jihinnam or Jahannam (Hell). Suwayd b. Abi Kahil describes his companion as “[devilish] quick”. With the coming of Islam, Hassān (we are told) was given an angel to assist him instead of his old companion of the progeny of Satan.

(Alfred Felix Landon Beeston, Arabic literature to the End of the Umayyad Period, pp. 40-41)

Interestingly, even outside of Arabia, before the time of Muhammad, it was believed that poets were associated with demons. Tertullian (c. 155-250), a Christian theologian from North Africa, wrote:

The philosophers acknowledge there are demons; Socrates himself waiting on a demon's will. Why not? Since it is said an evil spirit attached itself specially to him even from his childhood — turning his mind no doubt from what was good. The poets are all acquainted with demons too; even the ignorant common people make frequent use of them in cursing.

(Tertullian, Apology, Ch. 22)

The following biography reaffirms that Muhammad feared being possessed:

Naturally he was scared, and intimated to his wife, Khadija, the fear that he might even be possessed by an evil spirit . . . Stricken with panic, Muhammad arose and asked himself, “What did I see? Did possession of the devil which I feared all along come to pass?” . . . When he calmed down, he cast toward his wife the glance of a man in need of rescue and said, “O Khadijah, what has happened to me?” He told her of his experience and intimated to her his fear that his mind had finally betrayed him, and that he was becoming a seer or a man possessed.

(Muḥammad Ḥusayn Haykal, The Life of Muhammad, pp. 81-82)

That he was possessed by a Jinni – for him, with his beliefs, an evil spirit – was his first thought, and only gradually did he come to the conviction that this was divine inspiration, and not diabolical obsession.

(Macdonald, The Religous Attitude and Life In Islam, p. 33)

“The mental excitement of the Prophet was much increased during the fatrah, and like the ardent scholar in one of Schiller's poems, who dared to lift the veil of truth, he was nearly annihilated by the light which broke in upon him. He usually wandered about in the hills near Makkah, and was so long absent, that on one occasion, his wife being afraid that he was lost, sent men in search of him. He suffered from hallucinations of his senses, and, to finish his sufferings, he several times contemplated suicide by throwing himself down from a precipice. His friends were alarmed at his state of mind. Some considered it as the eccentricities of a poetical genius; others thought that he was a kohin, or soothsayer but the majority took a less charitable view (see Surah lxix. 40, xx. 5), and declared that he was insane; and as madness and melancholy are ascribed to supernatural influence in the east, they said that he was in the power of Satan and his agents, the jinn. They called in exorcists and he himself doubted the soundness of his mind. ‘I hear a sound' he said to his wife, 'and see a light. I am afraid that there are jinn in me.' And other occasions he said 'I am afraid I am a kahin.’ ‘God will never allow that such should befall thee,'
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