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Matthew 24

Revelation 1

Daniel 12
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Daniel 9

I don’t know how long this series is going to last. I’m currently going through the Scriptures. I read the Bible every day, and it’s something which all Christians should be doing. And I want to look at the subject of eschatology. Eschatology is a very important subject, and if the truth be known, most churches have no interest in the second coming of Christ. Most churches are post-millennial, and for those that don’t know, post-millennialism simply means the idea, the notion that if all of the churches can work together, they can bring in the Kingdom of God. And you would have thought after a couple of world wars, after two Iraq wars, Vietnam, Ireland (the troubles), Afghanistan, and all the other wars that have been going on since the beginning of the 20th century, such a notion would have been lost. But, sadly, it’s still held by many, many people.

Matthew 24 is one of the most important parts of Scripture when it comes to how the last days are going to play out. There is a difference between “the last days” and “the latter days,” and normally when the Bible says “the last days,” it can refer to positionally in the sense that Jesus was sent to the people of Israel and He was their last prophet, if you will, and what He said had overall importance to everything that has gone before it.  If we look at Hebrews Chapter 1, it says here: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds.” So that reference “the last days” can refer to Christ Himself coming as the Messiah, of course, of Israel.

But if we go to 1 Timothy, we also find that the expression “latter times” also has still a future timeframe. Look at verse 1, 1 Timothy 4:1: “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.” And I’ll let you search your own history books as to which religion bans marriage between a man and a woman and which religion wouldn’t allow meat to be consumed on a Friday, and if you know your history, you’ll know who I’m referring to. So there you are: Two different expressions – latter times and the last times or the last day.

So Matthew 24, Jesus is speaking to His Jewish apostle. It’s always important to get the context right. And I’m just going to skim through these verses. There’s no way I can read them all. I’ll be here forever if I do.
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VERSE 1: “And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.”  

He must have seen this building thousands of times, and yet this would be the last time that they would see it in its complete glory. Of course, you had 40 years before it was obliterated, but for the Lord Jesus, this would be the last time He would see it.

VERSE 2:  “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”  

Of course, that is a reference to the destruction 40 years later. And we know a lot of the Jews were starved to death. It was a horrific period, and Josephus is quite vocal about this period of time. If you want to read his own account of it, it goes into much more detail.

Also, something just to add before I go on. You go to Jerusalem today and you see the Wailing Wall, and Jews and Gentiles will go there and put on their skullcap and sometimes rock sideways or backwards and forwards and leave their prayers in the wall. They fill out little cards and stuff them in the wall. At the end of the day, those notes are taken out and burnt, and they don’t want too much litter cluttering that part of the Holy Wall. But for the Christians, we don’t need to go to a wall and pray. We can go to Jesus Christ. Paul says in Ephesians, I think it is, that Christ has knocked down the middle wall of partition. We go straight to the Lord God through Christ Jesus. In fact, even Luther said that it wasn’t necessary to go to the Holy Land to see the Lord. Just go to the epistles and you’ll find Him there.

VERSE 3:  “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?”

Three questions are asked of Him: When will these things be? What will be the sign of your coming and the end of the world? Now, only Matthew’s Gospel gives you those three questions.

VERSE 4:  “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.”

And, of course, many people are being deceived today and have been deceived since this Gospel was written.

VERSE 5:  “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.”  

When I read that, the first group of people that come to my mind are the popes of Rome. In total, the Catholic church would have you believe that they have produced 265 popes. My own research would severely question that number. A lot of these popes, if you want to call them popes, were rich people who bought the papacy and sat on the throne of Peter. We’ve had children on the throne; we’ve had insane people on the throne, murderers on the throne; we’ve even had more than one person on the throne at any given time. And according to many sources, even Pope Joan from England was on the throne back in the 12th century, I believe. And we’ve spoken about her in our newsletter, which you may want to read. And just a quick footnote also, there’s a film that’s just been made about Joan, and apparently this woman fell pregnant and was killed by the church of Rome. So there you are.

Look at verse 8: “All these are the beginning of sorrows.”  

When we look at eschatology, we see it in two parts: The beginning of sorrows, which feeds into the Great Tribulation, and we do believe at this ministry that the Great Tribulation and the beginning of sorrows will be seven years, two three-and-a-half year periods apiece. And we look at Daniel’s 70th week and Jacob’s trouble, and I am convinced that Matthew 24, at least 90 percent of Matthew 24 is aimed at the Jews.

Look at verse 11: “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” 

There’s your Benny Hinns, your Kenneth Copelands, your Joyce Meyers, your Todd Bentleys, Joel Osteens, Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth Copeland. All the people that are on television and on the radio, all the people that want your money are spoken of in verse 11. It’s also fair to say that Hindus, Sikhs, Jews, Buddhists, the Freemasons, Bilderbergers – they’d also be classed as false prophets. But Christ is speaking about people who are claiming to come in His name – cross reference that, of course, with verse 5. During this time there will be great iniquity. 

VERSE 12:  “And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”

A lot of people in the UK are cold; they’re lukewarm, and because they’re cold and lukewarm, they have no discernment. And when you tell them about some of these heretics, some of these charlatans, they just don’t want to hear it.

VERSE 13:  “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 

This form of endurance is in reference to the apostasy during this period of time, and you’re told to endure the apostasy, to remain faithful to be saved from the apostasy. There are some good people, good dispensationalists who believe verse 13 is a reference to keeping the law during the Great Tribulation in order to be saved, and that, of course, is totally impossible.

I’ve also said previously that such views would normally be found in Catholic circles, and we need to be careful here because we are not able to save ourselves.  We don’t become junior partners with Christ in our atonement. The Catholic church would refer to this thinking as infused righteousness, which means, in essence, that God infuses some of His goodness to you – normally at baptism – and you continue on until you die. And, again, that puts you in a position as a junior partner with Christ, whereas the correct and historical view would be imputed righteousness. When a man or a woman cries out to the Lord, He gives them His own righteousness. And I don’t believe in many different gospels for different dispensations. It’s a very confusing theory, a system of theology which I don’t believe the Bible supports.

VERSE 14:  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”  

This also is referenced by some dispensationalists to refer to another Gospel, where Paul says in Galatians 1 if you preach any other Gospel, even if it comes from an angel, let him be accursed. We need to be so careful that we don’t fall into the trap of becoming blinded by the simplicity which is in Jesus Christ. And another reference which is cited would be Revelation 14:6: “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel.” Well, “everlasting” means without end, from beginning to end, but everlasting, as I say, has no beginning and has no end. And it says there “to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

So you’re told to fear God, to give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment is come. That really is the Gospel which would be preached today – to fear God. To fear God means to believe in God, and to believe in God would mean to believe in Jesus Christ, because Jesus Christ is God, and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment is come. So I don’t read Matthew 24:14 and Revelation 14:6 and 7 to be any other different Gospel to that found in Romans 10, Acts 16, and even in John 5:24. There’s only one Gospel, and that is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and then you will be saved.

VERSE 15:  “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)”  

Now, Daniel is a Jew writing to the Jews, and Jesus is a Jew speaking to the Jews, and in 30 AD all they had was the Temple in Jerusalem. The synagogues later became churches, and the Christian in 1 Corinthians 6 became a temple of the Holy Spirit. But that’s not what’s being spoken about here. The Antichrist, the man of sin, will go into the Temple and desecrate it like you find from Daniel’s account.

VERSE 16:  “Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:” 

Not London, Paris, or Rome but Judaea. Again, Christ is speaking to the Jews in Israel.

VERSE 17:  “Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:”

Acts 10 Peter prays. He goes into a trance, and he’s praying on the top of his house, on the roof of his house. In the UK most houses are not flat; they are pointed, so you wouldn’t be very comfortable to sit on a UK roof. I think it’s the same in America too. But in first century Israel – and I’ve been there – a lot of the houses were flat.

VERSES 18-20:  “Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:”

Again, the Sabbath is a Jewish feast day, civil and ceremonial, which, yes, is found in the Ten Commandments, but it is nonetheless a civil and ceremonial day given to the Jews under the law, which, according to Luke 24, was mandatory; you had to keep it, whereas in Romans 14 and Colossians 2, it’s not mandatory. Paul says if you want to keep it, you can keep it, and if you don’t, you don’t. Christ is the Lord of the Sabbath, and He is our Sabbath rest according to Hebrews Chapter 4.

VERSE 21:  “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”  

This is a one-off event never seen and never to be experienced again. And I remember listening to – I think it was Billy Graham giving a talk to some Eastern Europeans years ago, and I think he was referencing the Holocaust, and he said at the time, “May this evil, this wickedness never happen again.” Well, the Bible says, Billy, it’s going to get even worse in the last days. But, of course, Graham doesn’t believe that and, like a lot of apostates, simply goes with the flow.

VERSE 22:  “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.”  

Okay. Those that are going to be saved and for their sake only the days are limited.

VERSES 23-24:  “Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

It isn’t possible, according to this. And these false prophets are going to show some real signs and wonders. Never mind the Benny Hinns and the Kenneth Copelands and the popes of today, but in the Tribulation these guys are going to be really powerful and they’re going to be out to deceive on a large unprecedented scale.

VERSE 25:  “Behold, I have told you before.”

So you’re now accountable. Jesus Christ has told you what’s going to happen, and you could have known this. And if you live in a country in the West where they have the Internet in the library – and in the UK it’s free – then you are without excuse. And if you are near to books and publications and tracts and pamphlets, you have no reason to be ignorant, and God will judge you as to what you could have known had you made the effort to know – not what you did know but what you could have known. That, of course, is a reference to unsaved people. If you’re saved, then you’re going to be judged by what you did know, of course, not just what you could have known; but if you are not saved, you will be judged by what you could have known but chose not to.

VERSES 26-28:  “Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.”

As the lightning strikes from the east to the west and we all see it, He’s saying that so will it appear the sign of the Son of man coming. In other words, you won’t miss Him. He’ll be in the sky coming down, and wherever you are on planet earth, you will see His physical return at the end of the Tribulation to rule the world.

VERSE 29:  “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:”

These are not literal 24-hour days. They would be a reference to years. The stars which fall from Heaven would be a reference to angels, fallen angels, which Revelation also talks about.

VERSE 30:  “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”

Like I said, everybody is going to see Him coming, whether you believe in Him or not.

VERSE 31:  “And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”  

This is not a reference to a Rapture. This is a reference to the gathering together of those that are on earth to go up to meet Jesus in Jerusalem, Matthew 25, where you have the sheep and the goats.

VERSE 34:  “Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” 

This expression “this generation” has been argued and bickered over for many, many years. The way I look at it is the generation that He is referring to that are going to experience all of this will not pass until everything is fulfilled, not the generation He’s speaking to because all these things didn’t come to pass in His generation. He is speaking about a future generation.

VERSE 36:  “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”  

Now, remember, Christ has two natures – the Son of man and the Son of God. As the Son of man, He was limited in scope; as the Son of God, obviously He was from eternity. The JWs will read this and say, “Well, there you are. He’s just a good man, nothing more than that.” No. That’s not what He means. He said only the Father knows at that moment of time, and, of course, Christ is back in glory now, so He knows everything anyway. But also remember, while He was on the earth, He does say in John 10:30, “My Father and I are one.” So He’s not saying He’s less than the Father. In fact, they’re very much the same.

VERSES 40-41:  “Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.”  

Again, this is a reference to the angels gathering together those that are His on the earth at the end of the Tribulation and taking them to be with the Lord. Those that are left will have to wait for their own chance, their own time to stand before the Lord. And Matthew 13 also speaks about the wheat and the tares being separated and so on and so forth.

VERSES 48-51:  “But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

Now, here’s a picture of a man who wasn’t saved – again, a tare, an unregenerate sinner who was considered to be a saved person by those around him, but his outcome is quite clearly evident that he was never saved to begin with.

I just want to do a
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