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PART ONE

INTRODUCTION: TWO LISTS ABOUT THIS LIST BOOK

Aaannnddd ACTION! 11 Introductory Notes from the Author

6 Historical Lists

OSCAR CATEGORIES, ELIGIBILITY, AND VOTING

Disquiet on the Western Front: 6 Factors and Features as the Academy Was Being Formed

6 Key Differences Between the First and the Ninety-Second Oscar Ceremonies

7 Major Changes to the Academy’s Early Voting Procedure

6 Major Components of the Current Voting Procedure

7 Major Changes to the Academy’s Eligibility Dates

21 Oscar Categories Added to the Original Twelve

7 Early Oscar Categories That Soon Became Extinct

OSCAR-WINNING AND OSCAR-NOMINATED MOVIES IN GENERAL

9 Oscar-Winning Movies with the Shortest Titles

4 Oscar-Winning Movies with the Longest Titles

6 Shortest Oscar-Nominated Feature Films

Gone with the Hour Hand: 10 Longest Oscar-Nominated Movies

10 Times When There Have Been Ties Between Multiple Winners

You Can’t Take All the Oscars with You:
4 Times When All Six Top Oscars Were Won by Six Different Movies

5 Ceremonies When a Movie Broke the Record for Most Oscar Wins

30 Movies with at Least Twelve Oscar Nominations

4 Movies with Double-Digit Oscar Wins

100 Memorable Movies with Zero Oscar Nominations

The Greatest Shows on Earth: 8 Greatest Movies of All Time

OSCAR-WINNING AND OSCAR-NOMINATED PEOPLE IN GENERAL

Extraordinary People: 7 People with at Least Eight Oscar Wins

6 People with at Least Thirty-Two Oscar Nominations

Nothing Nowhere Not All at Once:
9 People with at Least Twelve Oscar Nominations and Zero Wins

10 Times Someone Had at Least Four Nominations at One Oscar Ceremony

14 People Who Won at Least Three Oscars at One Oscar Ceremony

4 People Nominated in at Least Six Different Categories

3 Longest Streaks of Consecutive Oscar Wins

15 Posthumous Oscar Winners

Mi Casablanca, Su Casablanca: 17 Pairs of Oscar-Winning Siblings

18 Pairs of Oscar-Winning Parents and Children

Bravehearts: 13 Pairs of Spouses Who Shared Oscars for the Same Movie

It Happened One Oscar Night: 17 Controversial Oscar Wins and Nominations

BEST PICTURE

8 Major Developments in the Best Picture Category

95 Best Picture Winners and Their Additional Nominations

8 Word-Counts in the Titles of All Ninety-Five Best Picture Winners

10 Pairs of Best Picture Nominees with the Same Titles

Out of America: 42 Best Picture Winners Set Outside the United States

55 Best Picture Winners Set in the Past

21 Best Picture Winners Set in the United States and in the Past

Mrs. Rebecca Miniver: 26 Best Picture Winners About a Leading Female Character

Die-tanic: 14 Best Picture Winners That Killed Off the Title Character

10 Longest and 10 Shortest Best Picture Winners

12 Streaks of Best Picture Winners in Black-and-White and in Color

11 Best Picture Winners That Were Followed by Sequels

2 Trilogies with Every Movie in the Series Nominated for Best Picture

12 Months of Release Dates for Best Picture Winners

3 Best Picture Winners Released in the “Wrong” Year

Screen Book: 36 Best Picture Winners Based on a Book with the Same Title

The Broadway Memory: 14 Best Picture Winners Based on a Stage Play or Musical

7 Major Studios Ranked by Best Picture Winners

Argo for It: 10 Famous People Who Co-Produced Best Picture-Nominated Movies

MGM Grand: 1 Movie That Was Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Picture—and Won

7 Best Picture Winners That Won Every Category They Were Nominated For

25 Best Picture Winners That Won the Fewest Oscars

17 Best Picture Nominees with No Additional Nominations

14 Movies with at Least Eight Oscar Nominations
(Including Best Picture) and Zero Wins

6 Movies with at Least Eight Oscar Nominations But Not One for Best Picture

36 Times When the Movie with the Most Nominations Didn’t Win for Best Picture

20 Times When the Movie That Won the Most Oscars Didn’t Win for Best Picture

All About Peeve: 7 Movies with Valid Complaints That They Weren’t Named Best Picture

22 Highestand Lowest-Rated Best Picture-Winning Movies at IMDb.com

How Green Was My Box Office: 15 Best Picture Winners That Were Also the Year’s Top-Grossing Movie

100 Memorable Movies That Didn’t Get Nominated for Best Picture

From Here to Inaccuracy: 8 Best Picture-Winning Movies with Typos in the Credits

15 Breakthroughs for the Best Picture Oscar

BEST ACTOR, ACTRESS, SUPPORTING ACTOR, AND SUPPORTING ACTRESS

7 Major Developments in the Best Actor and Best Actress Categories

Men for All Seasons: 96 Best Actor Winners in Ninety-Five Ceremonies

My Fair Ladies: 96 Best Actress Winners in Ninety-Five Ceremonies

Three Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest:
3 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Actor, Best Actress, and Best Picture

12 Best Picture Winners with No Acting Nominations

9 Movies with Five Acting Nominations

12 Movies with Two Best Actor Nominees

5 Movies with Two Best Actress Nominees

4 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Actor—and Won

12 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Actress—and Won

5 Best Actor Winners Whose Winning Performance Came in a Musical

9 Best Actress Winners Whose Winning Performance Came in a Musical

6 Actors with at Least Four Best Actor Nominations and Zero Best Actor Wins

9 Actresses with at Least Four Best Actress Nominations and Zero Best Actress Wins

4 Actors with Two Acting Nominations in the Same Year

10 Actresses with Two Acting Nominations in the Same Year

9 Actors Whose Best Actor Nomination Was for a Performance in a Foreign Language

17 Actresses Whose Best Actress
Nomination Was for a Performance in a Foreign Language

The Silence of the Silents: 4 Actors Who Won Oscars for Performances in Which They Barely Spoke

5 Actresses Who Won Oscars for Performances in Which They Barely Spoke

Patton Pending: 29 Actors Who Won the Best Actor Oscar for Playing a Real Person

Been-Her: 25 Actresses Who Won the Best Actress Oscar for Playing a Real Person

7 Fictional Characters Who Generated Multiple Nominations for Best Actor

3 Fictional Characters Who Generated Multiple Nominations for Best Actress

5 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Supporting Actor—and Won

8 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Supporting Actress—and Won

2 Actors with Four Best Supporting Actor Nominations and Zero Best Actor Nominations

5 Actresses with at Least Four Best Supporting
Actress Nominations and Zero Best Actress Nominations

3 Actors Who Won Oscars for Their First Performance

13 Actresses Who Won Oscars for Their First Performance

12 Average Ages of Winners in the Acting Categories

No Oscars for Old Men: 17 Children Nominated for Acting Oscars

10 Nominations for Acting When the Actors Were Eighty Years Old or Older

8 Nominations for Acting When the Actresses Were Eighty Years Old or Older

Going My Weigh: 10 Actors Who Gained or Lost at Least Forty Pounds for Their Oscar-Nominated Roles

4 Actresses Who Gained Thirty Pounds for Their Oscar-Nominated Roles

25 Famous Actors Who Never Got an Oscar Nomination

25 Famous Actresses Who Never Got an Oscar Nomination

14 Favorite Movies with Memorable Acting Performances,
Selected by Oscar-Nominee Candy Clark

9 Breakthroughs for the Best Actor and Best Actress Oscars

BEST DIRECTOR

6 Major Developments in the Best Director Category

27 Times When the Best Director Winner Didn’t Match the Best Picture Winner

6 Best Picture Winners with No Directing Nomination

1 Movie That Was Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Director—and Won

26 Directors with at Least Four Best Director Nominations

21 Directors with at Least Two Best Director Wins

13 Directors Who Directed at Least Six Best Picture Nominees

12 Directors Who Directed at Least Two Best Picture Winners

10 Directors Whose Movies Generated the Most Acting Nominations and Oscars

10 Greatest Directors of All Time

6 Directors Who Won the Best Director Oscar with Their First Movie

3 Average Ages of Best Director Winners

4 Directors Nominated for Best Director Twice in the Same Year

10 Directors Who Directed Two Best Picture-Nominated Movies in the Same Year

8 Directors Who Won the Best Director Oscar for Directing a Musical

5 Times Co-Directors of One Movie Were Nominated for Best Director

9 Directors Nominated for Directing and Acting Oscars in the Same Year

6 Directors Who Directed Their Spouses to Best Actress Nominations

12 Breakthroughs for the Best Director Oscar

BEST WRITING

17 Major Developments in the Best Writing Category

7 Best Picture-Winning Movies That Weren’t Nominated for Best Writing

17 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Writing—and Won

4 Streaks of Screenwriting Nominations for Three or More Consecutive Years

The King’s Speechwriters: 2 Screenwriters
with Double-Digit Nominations for Best Writing

20 Prominent Authors Who Were Nominated for Best Writing

20 Prominent Playwrights Who Were Nominated for Best Writing

20 Actors and Actresses Nominated for Best Writing

6 Foreign-Language Movies That Won Oscars for Best Writing

7 Movies That Changed My Life, Selected by Oscar-Winner Bruce Joel Rubin

16 Breakthroughs for the Best Writing Oscar

PART TWO

CRAFTS, PART ONE: CINEMATOGRAPHY AND FILM EDITING

7 Major Developments in the Crafts Categories

9 Major Developments in the Best Cinematography Category

27 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Cinematography and Best Picture

4 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Cinematography—and Won

16 Black-and-White Movies Made After
That Got Nominated for Best Cinematography

Lords of the Focus Ring: 5 Cinematographers
with at Least Sixteen Best Cinematography Nominations

13 Breakthroughs for the Best Cinematography Oscar

3 Major Developments in the Best Film Editing Category

35 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Film Editing and Best Picture

1 Movie That Was Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Film Editing—and Won

4 Editors with at Least Seven Best Film Editing Nominations

9 Editors Nominated for Best Film Editing and Best Director

10 Movies with Influential Editing, Selected by Oscar-Winner Lisa Fruchtman

10 Breakthroughs for the Best Film Editing Oscar

CRAFTS, PART TWO: PRODUCTION DESIGN, COSTUMES, AND MAKEUP

7 Major Developments in the Best Production Design Category

An American on the Waterfront:
28 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Production Design and Best Picture

10 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Production Design—and Won

20 Science-Fiction/Fantasy/Horror Movies That Won for Best Production Design

The Artists: 4 Production Designers with at Least
Twenty-Six Best Production Design Nominations

10 Classic Movies with Remarkable Production Design,
Selected by Oscar-Winner Luciana Arrighi

10 Breakthroughs for the Best Production Design Oscar

6 Major Developments in the Best Costume Design Category

20 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Costume Design and Best Picture

4 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Costume Design—and Won

Shakespeare in Love-ingly Designed Costumes:
14 Shakespearean Movies Nominated for Best Costume Design

5 Costume Designers with at Least Fourteen Best Costume Design Nominations

10 Favorite Movies with Memorable Costumes,
Selected by Oscar-Nominee Marilyn Vance

10 Breakthroughs for the Best Costume Design Oscar

6 Major Developments in the Best Makeup Category

Driving Miss Daisy to Give an Acceptance Speech:
4 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Makeup and Best Picture

10 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Makeup—and Won

Screamer vs. Screamer: 13 Monster Movies That Won Oscars for Best Makeup

4 Makeup Artists with at Least Six Best Makeup Nominations

15 Classic Movies with Oscar-Worthy Makeup,
Selected by Two-Time Oscar-Winner Michèle Burke

7 Breakthroughs for the Best Makeup Oscar

CRAFTS, PART THREE: VISUAL EFFECTS AND SOUND

9 Major Developments in the Best Visual Effects Category

6 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Visual Effects and Best Picture

4 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Visual Effects—and Won

10 War Movies That Won Oscars for Best Visual Effects

5 Visual Effects Artists with Double-Digit Best Visual Effects Nominations

6 Movies with Revolutionary Visual Effects, Selected by Oscar-Winner Phil Tippett

10 Breakthroughs for the Best Visual Effects Oscar

11 Major Developments in the Best Sound Category

24 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Sound and Best Picture

6 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Sound—and Won

The Best Ears of Our Lives:
5 Sound Designers with at Least Seventeen Nominations in the Sound Categories

10 Movies with Great Sound, Selected by Two-Time Oscar-Winner Mark Mangini

10 Breakthroughs for the Sound-Related Oscars

CRAFTS, PART FOUR: MUSIC

18 Major Developments in the Best Music (Original Score) Category

26 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Music (Original Score) and Best Picture

10 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—
Best Music (Original Score)—and Won

6 Composers Who Won at Least Three Oscars for Their Original Scores

10 Composers You May Not Realize Were Oscar Winners for Their Film Scores

3 Film Scores That Should Have Won the Oscar But Didn’t,
Selected by Three-Time Oscar-Winner Stephen Schwartz

11 Breakthroughs for the Best Music (Original Score) Oscar

9 Major Developments in the Best Music (Original Song) Category

5 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Music (Original Song) and Best Picture

21 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—
Best Music (Original Song)—and Won

4 Movies with Three Oscar-Nominated Original Songs

4 Songwriters Who Won Four Oscars for Their Original Songs

5 Songwriters with at Least Fifteen Song Nominations

2 Times a Songwriter Got Three Song Nominations
for Three Different Movies in the Same Year

10 Singers Who Performed the Most Oscar-Winning Songs in the Original Movies

5 Oscar-Winning Songs and Their Actual Performers in the Movies

17 Rock Stars Who Won Oscars for Their Songs

17 Oscar-Winning Songs That Became Number-One Hits

16 Oscar-Winning Songs in the Grammy Hall of Fame

The Sound of Non-Nominated Music:
40 Great Oscar-Eligible Songs That Weren’t Nominated

12 Essential Oscar-Winning Songs,
Selected by Three-Time Oscar-Winners Alan and Marilyn Bergman

11 Breakthroughs for the Best Music (Original Song) Oscar

DOCUMENTARIES AND SHORT FILMS

5 Major Developments in the Best Documentary Category

9 Documentaries Nominated for Best Documentary Plus Additional Categories

4 Documentarians with at Least Five Best Documentary Nominations

10 People Already Famous in Other Fields
Who Were Nominated in a Documentary Category

10 Exemplary Twenty-First Century Documentaries,
Selected by Oscar-Winner Allie Light

7 Breakthroughs for the Best Documentary Oscar

6 Major Developments in the Best Short Film Category

10 People Already Famous in Other Fields
Who Were Nominated in a Short Film Category

20 Famous People Who Starred in an Oscar-Nominated Short Film

6 Breakthroughs for the Best Short Film Oscar

INTERNATIONAL AND FOREIGN-LANGUAGE FILMS

4 Major Developments in the Best International Feature Film Category

9 Movies That Were Nominated for Best International Feature Film and Best Picture

The French Connections: 8 Countries That Won at
Least Three Best International Feature Film Oscars

Around the World in 29 Nominations:
3 Foreign-Language Films Nominated for at Least Nine Oscars

2 Directors Who Directed at Least Three Oscar Winners for
Best International Feature Film

5 People You May Not Realize Were Directors of
Best International Feature Film Nominees

6 Breakthroughs for the Best International Feature Film Oscar

ANIMATED FEATURE FILMS AND “SPECIAL AWARDS”

3 Major Developments in the Best Animated Feature Film Category

3 Animated Movies Nominated for Best Picture

6 Animated Movies with at Least Five Nominations

12 Oscar-Winning Songs from Animated Movies

11 People with at Least Three Nominations for Best Animated Feature Film

6 Oscar-Worthy Animated Movies That Predated the Best Animated
Feature Film Category, Selected by Three-Time Oscar-Nominee Tomm Moore

10 Breakthroughs for the Best Animated Feature Film Oscar

10 Major Developments in the Academy’s “Special Awards”

16 Recipients of Multiple “Special Awards”

10 Comedy Geniuses Given an Honorary Award

9 Breakthroughs for the Academy’s “Special Awards”

THE ACADEMY AWARDS CEREMONY

21 Academy Awards Ceremonies and Their New Locations

5 Months of the Year, and 7 Days of the Week, for the Oscar Ceremony

13 Changes to the Academy Awards Ceremony

6 Major Changes Specific to the Ninety-Third Oscar Ceremony

11 Solo Hosts of at Least Two Academy Awards Ceremonies

13 Quips About the Academy Awards from the Show’s Hosts

In the Heat of the Moment: 15 Quotes from Oscar Acceptance Speeches
That Describe What This Experience Feels Like

15 Humorous Remarks in Oscar Acceptance Speeches

15 Memorable Lines in Oscar Acceptance Speeches

The Oddfather: 25 Awkward Moments at the Academy Awards Ceremony

MOVIELLANEOUS

15 Superlatives for Twenty-First Century Movies

13 Notes About the Oscar Statuette

15 Acceptance-Speech Comments About the Oscar Statuette

4 Connections Between People Named Oscar and the Academy Awards

14 Oscar-Nominated Movies Featuring the Oscars

2 Movies with Oscar in Their Titles That Were Nominated for Oscars

20 Examples of “The Oscars of” Something Besides Movies

Spotlighted: 2 Movies with List in Their Titles That Were Nominated for Oscars

Coda: 20 Best Picture-Winning Movies That Actually Mention a List

APPENDIX

1,344 Oscar-Nominated and Oscar-Winning Movies Mentioned in Our Two List Books

BIBLIOGRAPHY

20 Books Used for Research
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158 Photos Displayed in the Books
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1,523 Movies Mentioned in the Books
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7 Major Developments in the Crafts Categories

Also called artisan categories, the crafts categories are the ones some viewers disregard when they’re shown on the Oscars telecast (many of these awards are presented in the first half of the show as suspense builds for the “big” awards at the end). The number of crafts categories has ranged from a low of two at the second Oscar ceremony (held in 1930) to a high of thirteen at the thirty-sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth ceremonies (held from 1964 to 1967). Here is a brief summary of how the Academy has incorporated the crafts categories into its ceremonies, along with the first winners whenever a change was made.

1. First ceremony (held in 1929)

The Academy launched its first ceremony with three crafts categories, shown below alphabetically.

Art Direction

[image: images]William Cameron Menzies, The Dove (1927) and Tempest (1928)

[image: images]Today the Art Direction category is called Production Design. See the list called “7 Major Developments in the Best Production Design Category” on page 362 for a more detailed explanation of this category’s evolution.

Cinematography

[image: images]Charles Rosher and Karl Struss, Sunrise (1927)

[image: images]Originally all movies were black-and-white movies, but later this category was divided into separate awards for black-andwhite movies and color movies before recombining again into today’s category simply called Best Cinematography. See the list called “9 Major Developments in the Best Cinematography Category” on page 336 for more history of this category.

Engineering Effects

[image: images]Roy Pomeroy, Wings (1927)

[image: images]Immediately dropped at the second ceremony (held in 1930), this category later came back as Special Effects and today is called Visual Effects. See the list called “9 Major Developments in the Best Visual Effects Category” on page 397 to read more about this category.

2. Third ceremony (held in 1930)

With Hollywood rapidly transitioning from silent movies to “talkies,” the Academy introduced its first sound category.

[image: images]Best Sound Recording: Douglas Shearer, The Big House (1930)

[image: images]In 1958 this category was changed to Best Sound, which itself later evolved into Best Sound Mixing (see number seven below).

3. Seventh ceremony (held in 1935)

An important year for the crafts categories, as three long-lasting categories joined the Academy Awards lineup.

Editing

[image: images]Best Film Editing: Conrad A. Nervig, Eskimo (1933)

[image: images]See the list called “3 Major Developments in the Best Film Editing Category” on page 349 for more.

Scoring

[image: images]Best Music (Scoring): Louis Silvers, One Night of Love (1934)

[image: images]Today this category is called Best Music (Original Score).

[image: images]See the list called “18 Major Developments in the Best Music (Original Score) Category” on page 422 for more.

Song

[image: images]Best Music (Song): Con Conrad and Herb Magidson, “The Continental” from The Gay Divorcee (1934)

[image: images]Today this category is called Music (Original Song). See the list called “9 Major Developments in the Best Music (Original Song) Category” on page 441 for more.

4. Twenty-first ceremony (held in 1949)

The Academy finally honored Costume Design with two categories, one for black-and-white movies and one for color.

[image: images]Best Costume Design (Black-and-White): Roger K. Furse, Hamlet (1948)

[image: images]Best Costume Design (Color): Dorothy Jeakins and Karinska, Joan of Arc (1948)

[image: images]These two split categories exist today as a single category simply called Costume Design. See the list called “6 Major Developments in the Best Costume Design Category” on page 374 for more.

5. Fifty-fourth ceremony (held in 1982)

Makeup joined the roster of Oscar categories.

[image: images]Best Makeup: Rick Baker, An American Werewolf in London (1981)

[image: images]To learn how Best Makeup evolved into today’s Best Makeup and Hairstyling category, see the list called “6 Major Developments in the Best Makeup Category” on page 386.

6. Seventy-third ceremony (held in 2001)

The Academy had been presenting just a single Best Sound category until it introduced a second one that honored sound effects. Later called Best Sound Effects Editing and Best Sound Editing, the category honored the creation of new movie sounds.

[image: images]Best Sound Effects: Walter G. Elliott, It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World (1963)

[image: images]This category is now part of an all-inclusive Oscar awarded for Best Sound (see below).

7. Seventy-sixth ceremony (held in 2004)

The Academy continued to tweak the way it honors sound by redefining Best Sound as Best Sound Mixing. Sound mixing represents the blend of volume levels for different sounds in a movie so that the sound effects, music, and dialogue all balance and complement each other.

[image: images]Best Sound Mixing: Christopher Boyes, Michael Hedges, Hammond Peek and Michael Semanick, The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003)

[image: images]Sound Mixing was combined with Sound Editing into a single category simply called Best Sound as of the ninety-third ceremony (held in 2021), bringing the total number of crafts categories to nine. To learn more about the Academy’s long history of awarding Oscars for movie sound, see the list called “11 Major Developments in the Best Sound Category” on page 409.

9 Major Developments in the Best Cinematography Category

The previous list discusses crafts categories in general; this next list focuses on one of those categories. Best Cinematography has been revamped over the years with many changes, including a split into separate awards that honored black-and-white and color movies (the same split that used to exist in the Best Art Direction and Best Costume Design categories). Here is the evolution of the Best Cinematography category, with the first winners after each change was made.

1. First ceremony (held in 1929)

The first Oscar for Best Cinematography actually went to two people who worked on the same movie.

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Charles Rosher and Karl Struss, Sunrise (1927)

[image: images]Only one other person, George Barnes, was nominated, and he was nominated for three different movies.

2. Second ceremony (held in 1930)

Without announcing any other official nominees, the Academy simply bestowed its award on one cinematographer. This ceremony also included a Best Cinematography anomaly. Street Angel (1928) had won a Best Actress Oscar for Janet Gaynor at the first ceremony (held in 1929), but for unexplained reasons it was also nominated for Best Cinematography (and Best Art Direction as well) at the second ceremony. The only other English-language movie to be nominated at two different ceremonies was a documentary called The Quiet One (1948), nominated for Best Documentary and Best Writing in consecutive years. Later, several foreign movies were nominated initially for Best Foreign Language Film and were then nominated in other Oscar categories at subsequent ceremonies after they were released in America.

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Clyde De Vinna, White Shadows in the South Seas (1928)

[image: images]De Vinna’s Oscar was for a silent movie that had come out some twenty-one months before the ceremony.

3. Third ceremony (held in 1930)

The Academy changed this category to the familiar presentation we recognize today: Best Cinematography with five nominated movies, though this pattern lasted only one more ceremony.

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Joseph T. Rucker and Willard Van der Veer, With Byrd at the South Pole (1930)

[image: images]The winning movie was both the first “talkie” and the first (and only) documentary ever to win in this category.

4. Fifth ceremony (held in 1932)

From the fifth ceremony to the tenth, the Academy reduced the number of nominated movies to three (the winner in 1932 is shown below).

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Lee Garmes, Shanghai Express (1932)

[image: images]At the eighth ceremony (held in 1936), for the first (and only) time a write-in candidate beat the official nominees: Hal Mohr, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1935).

5. Ninth ceremony (held in 1937)

Though the Best Cinematography Oscar went to Anthony Adverse (1936), which is a black-and-white movie, for the first time the Academy recognized a color movie with a Special Award “for the color cinematography.”

[image: images]Special Award: W. Howard Greene and Harold Rosson, The Garden of Allah (1936)

6. Eleventh ceremony (held in 1939)

The Academy opened up the number of nominees to as many movies as were deemed worthy. Fittingly, the eleventh ceremony had eleven Best Cinematography nominees, all of them black-andwhite movies.

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Joseph Ruttenberg, The Great Waltz (1938)

7. Twelfth ceremony (held in 1940)

To accommodate the proliferation of color movies, the Academy split Best Cinematography into two awards. Most years there were five nominees for each of the two awards, though some years there were as few as two nominees per award. This pattern lasted until the thirty-ninth ceremony (held in 1966), except for the anomalous thirtieth ceremony (held in 1958), which is discussed in number eight.

[image: images]Best Cinematography (Black-and-White): Gregg Toland, Wuthering Heights (1939)

[image: images]Best Cinematography (Color): Ernest Haller and Ray Rennahan, Gone with the Wind (1939)

8. Thirtieth ceremony (held in 1958)

After eighteen years of honoring black-and-white and color cinematography separately, for one year the Academy presented only one cinematography award, and all five nominees were in color. This experiment was short-lived, however, and after the thirtieth ceremony the Academy re-established the separate awards for black-and-white and color movies for the next nine ceremonies.

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Jack Hildyard, The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957)

9. Fortieth ceremony (held in 1968)

With fewer and fewer black-and-white movies to choose from, the Academy simplified the Best Cinematography category to just one award that included both black-and-white and color movies, with five as the standard number of nominees. This pattern continues today.

[image: images]Best Cinematography: Burnett Guffey, Bonnie and Clyde (1967)

[image: images]See the list called “16 Black-and-White Movies Made After 1966 That Got Nominated for Best Cinematography” on page 343 for prominent black-and-white movies recognized by the Academy.

27 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Cinematography and Best Picture

At about 30% of the ninety-five Academy Awards ceremonies, the movie that has won for Best Cinematography has also won for Best Picture. For the purposes of this list, we’ve combined all variations of the Best Cinematography award—including Best Cinematography (Black-and-White) and Best Cinematography (Color)—into one generic category. Sunrise (1927) heads the list because at the first Oscar ceremony (held in 1929) there were two categories considered the equivalent of today’s single Best Picture award, one called Outstanding Picture—won by Wings (1927)—and the other Unique and Artistic Picture—won by Sunrise.

Having said all that, here are the classic movies that won Oscars for both Best Cinematography and Best Picture. Notice the gaps: over a decade passed between Sunrise and the next Best Picture winner, Gone with the Wind (1939); there were no combined Best Cinematography/Best Picture winners at all in the 1970s; and there were only two Best Cinematography/Best Picture winners in the first two decades of the twenty-first century.

1.Sunrise (1927)

2.Gone with the Wind (1939)

3.Rebecca (1940)

4.How Green Was My Valley (1941)

5.Mrs. Miniver (1942)

6.An American in Paris (1951)

7.From Here to Eternity (1953)

8.On the Waterfront (1954)

9.Around the World in 80 Days (1956)

10. The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957)

11. Gigi (1958)

12. Ben-Hur (1959)

13. West Side Story (1961)

[image: images]

West Side Story (1961).

14. Lawrence of Arabia (1962)

15. My Fair Lady (1964)

16. A Man for All Seasons (1966)

17. Gandhi (1982)

18. Out of Africa (1985)

19. The Last Emperor (1987)

20. Dances with Wolves (1990)

21. Schindler’s List (1993)

22. Braveheart (1995)

23. The English Patient (1996)

24. Titanic (1997)

25. American Beauty (1999)

26. Slumdog Millionaire (2008)

27. Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) (2014)

4 Movies That Were Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Cinematography—and Won

The four movies shown below won in the sole category they were nominated for—Best Cinematography. Three of the four won when the category had that simple name, while the last movie won for Best Cinematography (Color).

Note that all of these one-nomination/one-win movies came out before 1950. After the fourth movie on the list—John Ford’s epic Technicolor Western filled with glorious images of Monument Valley suitable for framing—the subsequent movies that have won for Best Cinematography have also been nominated in at least one other category, some—such as From Here to Eternity (1953) and Titanic (1997)—in a dozen or more. One last bit of interesting trivia: Floyd Crosby, the cinematographer who won the Oscar shown at number three, was the father of rock star David Crosby.

1.White Shadows in the South Seas (1928)

2.With Byrd at the South Pole (1930)

3.Tabu, aka Tabu: A Story of the South Seas (1931)

4.She Wore a Yellow Ribbon (1949)

16 Black-and-White Movies Made After 1966 That Got Nominated for Best Cinematography

From the first Academy Awards ceremony in 1929 to the thirty-ninth ceremony (held in 1967), the competitive Oscar for Best Cinematography went to either a single black-and-white movie or to split categories for Best Cinematography (Black-and-White) and Best Cinematography (Color). For the fortieth ceremony (held in 1968), and for all ceremonies right up to today, the split categories were combined into a single Best Cinematography category. The Oscar in that fortieth year went to a color movie, Bonnie and Clyde (1967), and since then nearly all the nominated movies, about 95%, have been shot in color.

However, there have been a few exceptions when a black-andwhite movie made after 1966 got nominated, and even won, for Best Cinematography, as shown in the following chronological list. We’ve included Zelig (1983) and Schindler’s List (1993), both of which have some color elements but are mostly in black and white, and we’ve noted the two black-and-white winners. Conspicuously absent is one of the most beautiful post-1966 black-and-white movies ever made, Manhattan (1979). New York never looked more ravishing than it did in this majestic wide-screen spectacle that’s filled end-toend with poster-worthy images. Gordon Willis’s non-nomination that year could only be explained by something as incongruous as a ballot-counting malfunction.

1.In Cold Blood (1967)

2.The Last Picture Show (1971)

3.Lenny (1974)

4.Raging Bull (1980)

5.Zelig (1983)

6.Winner Schindler’s List (1993)

[image: images]

7.The Man Who Wasn’t There (2001)

8.Good Night, and Good Luck. (2005)

9.The White Ribbon (2009)

10. The Artist (2011)

11. Nebraska (2013)

12. da (2013)

13. Cold War (2018)

14. Winner Roma (2018)

15. Mank (2020)

16. The Tragedy of Macbeth (2021)

Lords of the Focus Ring: 5 Cinematographers with at Least Sixteen Best Cinematography Nominations

These master cinematographers received sixteen or more Oscar nominations (Oscar wins are shown below each name). Leon Shamroy, shown at number two, was nominated for two movies simultaneously at the fifteenth ceremony (held in 1943) and again at the thirty-sixth ceremony (held in 1964), winning an Oscar both years.

Among the legendary artists who just missed the cut are Conrad Hall, Emmanuel Lubezki, Robert Richardson, and Gregg Toland. George J. Folsey is the all-time leader with the most nominations, thirteen, with zero wins in this category.

EIGHTEEN NOMINATIONS

1. Charles Lang

[image: images]A Farewell to Arms (1932)

2. Leon Shamroy

[image: images]The Black Swan (1942)

[image: images]Wilson (1944)

[image: images]Leave Her to Heaven (1945)

[image: images]Cleopatra (1963)

SIXTEEN NOMINATIONS

3. Roger Deakins

[image: images]Blade Runner 2049 (2017)

[image: images]1917 (2019)

4. Robert Surtees

[image: images]King Solomon’s Mines (1950)

[image: images]The Bad and the Beautiful (1952)

[image: images]Ben-Hur (1959)

13 Breakthroughs for the Best Cinematography Oscar

A celebration of Oscar nominations and wins that represented some kind of breakthrough in the Best Cinematography category. For simplicity’s sake we’ve combined the split awards for Best Cinematography (Black-and-White) and Best Cinematography (Color) into one generic category.

1. First “talkie” to win for Best Cinematography

With Byrd at the South Pole (1930)

[image: images]This is still the only documentary to win this award.

2. First all-color movie to win for Best Cinematography

Gone with the Wind (1939)

[image: images]Two earlier movies—The Garden of Allah (1936) and A Star Is Born (1937)—each won a Special Award for their use of color, but neither won a competitive Oscar for Best Cinematography.

3. First film noir to win for Best Cinematography

Laura (1944)

[image: images]Another noir classic, Double Indemnity (1944), was also nominated this same year.

4. First digital movie to win for Best Cinematography

Slumdog Millionaire (2008)

[image: images]Another digital movie, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008), was also nominated this same year.

5. First pair of credited cinematographers to win the Best Cinematography Oscar for the same movie

Charles Rosher and Karl Struss

[image: images]Sunrise (1927)

[image: images]Eleven Best Cinematography-winning movies have had two credited cinematographers, most recently Billy Williams and Ronnie Taylor: Gandhi (1982).

6. First trio of credited cinematographers to win the Best Cinematography Oscar for the same movie

Charles Rosher, Leonard Smith and Arthur Arling

[image: images]The Yearling (1946)

[image: images]Only two other movies won the Oscar for Best Cinematography with three credited cinematographers: Joan of Arc (1948) and The Longest Day (1962).

7. First woman nominated for Best Cinematography

Rachel Morrison

[image: images]Mudbound (2017)

[image: images]Ari Wegner and Mandy Walker are the only other women ever nominated in this category: The Power of the Dog (2021) and Elvis (2022), respectively. No woman has ever won for Best Cinematography.

8. First Black cinematographer nominated for Best Cinematography

Remi Adefarasin

[image: images]Elizabeth (1998)

[image: images]No Black cinematographer has ever won in this category.

9. First person to win two Oscars for Best Cinematography

Ray Rennahan

[image: images]Gone with the Wind (1939)

[image: images]Blood and Sand (1941)

10. First person to win consecutive Oscars for Best Cinematography

Leon Shamroy

[image: images]Wilson (1944)

[image: images]Leave Her to Heaven (1945)

[image: images]John Toll later duplicated Shamroy’s feat: Legends of the Fall (1994) and Braveheart (1995).

11. First person to win Oscars for Best Cinematography three ceremonies in a row

Emmanuel Lubezki

[image: images]Gravity (2013)

[image: images]Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) (2014)

[image: images]The Revenant (2015)

[image: images]Nobody else has ever won three Oscars in a row in this category.

12. First person to win the Best Cinematography Oscar for a foreign-language movie

Sven Nykvist

[image: images]Cries and Whispers (1972)

[image: images]Five other foreign-language movies have won for Best Cinematography, most recently All Quiet on the Western Front (2022).

13. Youngest and oldest Best Cinematography winners

Floyd Crosby (32)

[image: images]Tabu, aka Tabu: A Story of the South Seas (1931)

Conrad Hall (76)

[image: images]Road to Perdition (2002)

3 Major Developments in the Best Film Editing Category

Six Academy Awards ceremonies passed by before the Academy established a category that honored film editors. Best Film Editing quickly settled in with few subsequent changes, and it eventually became a reliable bellwether for the Best Picture winner—in fact, with the exception of the movie shown on the next page, Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) (2014), every winner of the Best Picture Oscar since 1981 was also nominated for Best Film Editing (Birdman probably wasn’t nominated because it used long, meticulously planned takes with minimal post-production editing). Thus, if a movie is nominated for Best Picture but isn’t nominated for Best Film Editing, it has almost no chance of winning that top award.

Presented below are significant moments in the early history of this important category, plus the first winners each time a change was made to the category.

1. Seventh ceremony (held in 1935)

The Academy inaugurated the Best Film Editing category with only three nominees, none of them the year’s Best Picture winner, It Happened One Night (1934). At this and the next ceremony, the Academy not only declared a winner, it identified which movies came in second and third.

[image: images]Best Film Editing: Conrad A. Nervig, Eskimo (1933)

[image: images]

Birdman or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) (2014).

2. Eighth ceremony (held in 1936)

At the eighth ceremony, the Academy doubled the number of Best Film Editing nominees to six. In addition, for a two-year period the Academy allowed its members to vote for anyone, not just the official nominees; Hal Mohr was the first (and only) write-in candidate ever to win an Oscar.

[image: images]Best Film Editing: Hal Mohr, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1935)

3. Tenth ceremony (held in 1938)

After two ceremonies with six nominees, the Academy finally settled on five as the standard number of Best Film Editing nominees, the number still used today.

[image: images]Best Film Editing: Gene Havlick and Gene Milford, Lost Horizon (1937)

35 Movies That Won Oscars for Best Film Editing and Best Picture

In the mid-twentieth century, one of the ways the TV audience could forecast which movie would win the award for Best Picture was to note which movie had already won for Best Film Editing. As shown below, at the televised ceremonies held from 1954 (honoring 1953’s movies) to 1963 (honoring 1962’s movies), the same movie won both the Best Film Editing and the Best Picture Oscars nine out of ten years, including seven times in a row. This correlation wasn’t sustained, however, and in the twenty-first century these two categories have matched much less frequently, only eight times since the seventy-third ceremony (held in 2000) and only once since the eighty-fifth ceremony (held in 2013).

Overall, the same movie has swept both categories over a third of the time ever since the Academy introduced a category for film editing at the seventh ceremony (held in 1935). Only Best Director has a higher percentage of matches between an Oscar category and Best Picture, making Best Film Editing a fairly strong predictor of the eventual Best Picture winner. Here are all thirty-five of those double winners.

1.Gone with the Wind (1939)

2.The Best Years of Our Lives (1946)

3.From Here to Eternity (1953)

4.On the Waterfront (1954)

5.Around the World in 80 Days (1956)

6.The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957)

7.Gigi (1958)

8.Ben-Hur (1959)

9.The Apartment (1960)

10. West Side Story (1961)

11. Lawrence of Arabia (1962)

12. The Sound of Music (1965)

13. In the Heat of the Night (1967)

14. Patton (1970)

15. The French Connection (1971)

16. The Sting (1973)

17. Rocky (1976)

18. The Deer Hunter (1978)

[image: images]

19. Gandhi (1982)

20. Platoon (1986)

21. The Last Emperor (1987)

22. Dances with Wolves (1990)

23. Unforgiven (1992)

24. Schindler’s List (1993)

25. Forrest Gump (1994)

26. The English Patient (1996)

27. Titanic (1997)

28. Chicago (2002)

29. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003)

30. Crash (2004)

31. The Departed (2006)

32. Slumdog Millionaire (2008)

33. The Hurt Locker (2008)

34. Argo (2012)

35. Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022)

1 Movie That Was Nominated for a Single Oscar—Best Film Editing—and Won

Only one movie in Oscar history has been a Best Film Editing nominee to the exclusion of all other categories, and then won in that one category. That movie goes all the way back to the seventh ceremony (held in 1935). It was a realistic drama about an Eskimo tribe in Alaska and included a native cast speaking their native language. Since that ceremony, the Best Film Editing winner has often been the Best Picture winner (see the previous list), which makes sense—excellent film editing was one of the factors that made them Best Picture material.

1.Eskimo (1933)

4 Editors with at Least Seven Best Film Editing Nominations

How vital is film editing? As host Jimmy Kimmel said at the Oscar ceremony in 2023, “Anyone who’s ever received a text message from their father knows how important editing is.” Here are the leaders in this category, with Oscar wins shown below the editors’ names. Barbara McLean at number three was a real pioneer in this field and was the female editor with the most nominations in the twentieth century. The first two Oscar-nominated editors on the list, Michael Kahn and Thelma Schoonmaker, each got their wins working with a single director, Steven Spielberg and Martin Scorsese, respectively. Note also William Reynolds at number four, two wins for two Best Picture winners.

EIGHT NOMINATIONS

1. Michael Kahn

[image: images]Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)

[image: images]Schindler’s List (1993)

[image: images]Saving Private Ryan (1998)

2. Thelma Schoonmaker

[image: images]Raging Bull (1980)

[image: images]The Aviator (2004)

[image: images]The Departed (2006)

SEVEN NOMINATIONS

3. Barbara McLean

[image: images]Wilson (1944)

4. William Reynolds

[image: images]The Sound of Music (1965)

[image: images]The Sting (1973)

9 Editors Nominated for Best Film Editing and Best Director

Some of the people listed below were film editors long before they became film directors. For example, David Lean, who is more famous as an Oscar-winning director, edited twenty movies all through the 1930s before he directed his first movie in 1942 and then two Best Picture winners, The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957) and Lawrence of Arabia (1962). Robert Wise edited what many consider to be the most influential movie of all time, Citizen Kane (1941), and later directed two Best Pictures of his own, West Side Story (1961) and The Sound of Music (1965).

While most of the editors/directors shown below received many nominations (the aforementioned Lean was good for eight), just their first wins (or first nominations) for Best Film Editing and Best Director accompany
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