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About the Quizzes

Fabulous to Futile in Flushing contains 7 challenging trivia quizzes. Six of these focus on each decade of the Mets’ existence—1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s, 2010s. These precede the section for each decade. Answers to these questions come from a player or event in the associated decade.

There is also a quiz covering more general Mets topics, the answers to which could come from any time period of their history. That quiz appears immediately after this introduction. Answers to all the quizzes appear at the back of the book, and often provide additional information about the subjects of the questions.

Each quiz has between 15 and 19 questions; there are 115 questions in all. If you’re interested in testing your Mets baseball knowledge in earnest, you should take each decade’s quiz BEFORE you read the section, because the answers to some of the questions will be revealed in the text.

And although the questions are challenging, they all come from general information about the Mets—their players, managers, important games—so it would not be difficult to search up the answers on the Internet or in some other reference if you were so inclined. If that is the case, you might as well just flip to the back of the book and consider it additional, often very interesting, information.

But for those of you who want to measure your knowledge about the Mets, and/or enjoy trivia quizzes, each question has been given a points value between 6 and 12. Most are worth 8 or 10. Points values are mentioned at the end of each question and the total possible points for each quiz is also listed.

The total possible points for all the quizzes is 1000 points. Bonus points totaling 80 can also be earned for a few “extra credit” and particularly challenging questions. So in actuality, the highest total possible points is 1080, but 1000 is still considered a perfect score.

The fact is anything even in the neighborhood of 1000 would be quite extraordinary. Here’s a scale to measure your performance.

900-1000 – There’s a place for you in the Mets organization—or there should be.

800-899 – Expert. You bleed Mets orange and blue.

750-799 – Excellent. Your devotion is clear.

700-749 – Very fine. You’d be tough to beat in a bar bet.

650-699 – Traveling in rarefied air; you know your stuff.

600-649 – Damn good. A solid member of the Mets fandom family.

500-599 – Take a bow. Job well done.

400-499 – Pretty good. You’re part of Mets Nation.

300-399 – Probably a more casual fan, or one who doesn’t get caught up in a lot of details.

200-299 – Consider the quizzes a learning experience.

000-199 – Thanks for playing. Parting gifts are not included.


Fabulous to Futile in Flushing


Quiz #1: Mets All-Time Trivia

1. Which Mets batter holds the all-time team record for both outs made and grounded into double plays? [8 points]

2. Who holds the Mets record for grand slams for a batter? [8 points]

3. Who holds Mets single-season record for batting average among hitters who qualified for the batting title? [8 points]

4. Name the four men to have managed both the Mets and the Yankees. [3 points each]

5. Who is the only player to collect his 500th home run while playing for the Mets? [8 points]

6. True or false: No Mets pitcher ever pitched 300 or more innings in a season? [6 points]

7. Who holds the Mets all-time record for games played at catcher? [8 points]

8. Name the only Mets pitcher to hurl a 1-hitter in a postseason game. [8 bonus points]

9. Which Mets pitcher threw back-to-back one-hitters? [10 points]

10. Who was the first Mets player to homer in an All-Star game? [12 points]

11. Who was the first Mets manager to lead the team to consecutive postseason appearances? [8 points]

12. Name the top 4 career home run hitters for the Mets (including only home runs hit for the Mets). [2 points each; 4 bonus points for ranking them correctly]

13. Who is the only Mets player to drive in more than 100 runs 3 straight seasons? [10 points]

14. Who holds the Mets single-season record for strikeouts for a pitcher? [10 points]

15. Which Mets player drove in at least one run in 15 consecutive games? [8 points]

16. Who holds the Mets single-season record for wins by a reliever? [10 points]

17. Who is the only pitcher to win 20 games for both the Mets and Yankees? [8 points]

18. Including Wild Card games, in how many of the Mets 58 seasons have they made the postseason, and among those, how many times have they reached the World Series? [10 points for postseason, 2 bonus points for correct number of World Series]

QUIZ 1: TOTAL POINTS – 152; BONUS POINTS – 14


Quiz #2: 1960s

1. (1962) Who hit the first regular season home run in Mets history? [10 points]

2. Who was the first Mets player to hit 3 HR in a game? [12 points]

3. How old was Ed Kranepool when he had his first major league at bat? [8 points]

4. What particular skill did Casey Stengel attribute to catcher Choo Choo Coleman? [8 bonus points]

5. (1962) Name the player who eventually had a long career as coach and manager who went 4-for-52 for the 1962 Mets before being traded. [10 points]

6. (1963) Ron Hunt hit a solid .272 in 1963 and finished second in the NL Rookie of the Year voting. Who won the award? [8 points]

7. (1963) Name the pitcher who hurled 4 of the Mets’ 5 shutouts in 1963. [12 points]

8. (1960s) Name the slick-fielding shortstop who spent 13 years with two other NL teams before being traded to the Mets and manned that position for the last 3 seasons of his career. He played in nearly 2100 games in his career. [10 points]

9. (1960s) Jack Fisher lost a total of 74 games in his 4 seasons with the Mets (1964-1967), twice leading the league in that category. But Fisher is perhaps most famous for allowing two historically significant home runs (both before his time with the Mets). What are they? [6 points for each]

10. (1960s) Name the first Mets player to start in an All-Star game. [10 points]

11. (1960s) Greg Goossen, about whom Casey Stengel said “He’s 20 and in 10 years he has a chance to be 30,” had a second career after baseball that could be considered more glamorous than being a major leaguer. What was it? [8 bonus points]

12. (1966) When the Mets finally escaped last place and finished 9th in 1966, what team did they beat out? [6 points]

13. (1960s) What team signed Tom Seaver illegally and had the contract with him voided, making Seaver eligible again? [8 points]

14. (1968) As a 24-year-old rookie, this righter went only 4-7 in 12 starts, but had a very impressive ERA of 2.28. He went on to pitch 5 more seasons for New York, twice achieving double-figures in wins. [12 points]

15. (1969) The Mets were 6-6 against Cincinnati in 1969 and had a winning record against every other team in the league (including 11-1 vs San Diego) except one. Name that team and the Mets’ record against them. [8 points]

16. Who was the only person in uniform for the Mets in both 1969 and 1986? [8 points]

QUIZ 2: TOTAL POINTS – 134; BONUS POINTS – 16

1962
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OPENING DAY LINEUP

Richie Ashburn, CF

Felix Mantilla, SS

Charlie Neal, 2B

Frank Thomas, LF

Gus Bell, RF

Gil Hodges, 1B

Don Zimmer, 3B

Hobie Landrith, C

Roger Craig, P



Brand-New Mets Amaze and Amuse

The Moves

The Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Giants left for California after the 1957 season, leaving the city devoid of National League baseball. Mayor Robert Wagner set up a committee to find a replacement team. One man on the committee was lawyer William A. Shea.

Shea’s friend George McLaughlin was head of the Brooklyn Trust Company, the Dodgers’ old bank. McLaughlin put Shea in touch with Branch Rickey, the former general manager and part-owner of the Dodgers, who had helped break the color barrier and oversaw an NL dynasty.

They worked on creating the Continental League, which would field teams in eight cities. And Major League Baseball would be investigated for antitrust issues if the league was rejected. An agreement was made for the Continental League to disband with the National and American leagues adding two teams apiece. There would be National League baseball in New York.

The club was owned by Joan Whitney Payson, Dorothy Killian and Dwight Davis Jr. Payson would buy out the other two and make M. Donald Grant her main decision maker. When the Giants voted to move out West, one vote against the move was made by Grant, representing Payson.

Members of the press voted on the team name, with the choices narrowed down from a list of hundreds of the public’s suggestions. Mets edged out Skyliners, though Payson’s preference was Meadowlarks.


[image: image] He Was a Met?

Gene Woodling was a solid hitter for the Yankees and then several other AL teams. Casey Stengel was glad to draft him in the Expansion Draft, and Woodling performed well as a backup outfielder, putting up a slash line of .274/.353/.405, and then retiring after the season.



Charles Hurth, a minor league executive and Rickey’s son-in-law, had been named general manager but Grant believed the job needed major league experience. Enter George Weiss, who had been GM of the Yankees from 1947 through 1960 and had been head of the team’s player development system before that. Then he hired Casey Stengel to manage the Mets. Stengel had won 10 pennants and seven World Series titles in 12 seasons with the Yankees before being forced into retirement, along with Weiss, after losing the 1960 World Series to the Pittsburgh Pirates. “It’s a great honor for me to be joining the Knickerbockers,” Stengel said.

On October 10, 1961, the expansion draft was held for the Mets and Houston Colt .45s. “I figured the lists of players would be bad, but they’re worse than I thought they would be,” Houston GM Paul Richards said.

San Francisco catcher Hobie Landrith was the first pick of the Mets. “If you don’t have a catcher you’re gonna have a lot of passed balls,” Stengel said. Gil Hodges, the beloved Dodger, returned to New York. The Mets drafted Gus Bell, a four-time All-Star outfielder with the Reds. Former Dodger Don Zimmer, a 1961 All-Star with the Cubs, was selected. And starter Roger Craig, who helped the Dodgers win two World Series, joined the Mets. Richie Ashburn, a five-time All-Star with the Phillies, was taken from the Cubs. Charlie Neal, a Gold Glove winner and All-Star, was acquired from the Dodgers. Weiss acquired slugger Frank Thomas from the Braves for a player to be named later.

The Situation


[image: image] Final Resting Ground

Clem Labine had pitched decently in 1961 for the Pirates after a long career with the Dodgers. Stengel knew him well from all those Subway Series, but after only 3 appearances in April, Labine was released.



“I didn’t know it at the time, but I knew later that if we had put that group together a few years earlier, it would have been a hell of a club,” Al Jackson said in 2012. “We got them a little too late.” Craig thought the team might be able to play .500 ball.

Evans Killeen, a pitcher who appeared in a few games with the Athletics in 1959, impressed Stengel during the spring but reached into his shaving bag and cut his right thumb. He never appeared in a regular season game with the Mets. It was up to Stengel to sell the team to the fans and the media, who mostly enjoyed his stories, even if they weren’t always coherent.

In April, there was a parade for the team down Broadway and Shea had a message for the fans. “It still sticks in my craw,” Ashburn said 30 years later. “Before we had played a single home game, Shea told the fans, ‘Be patient with us until we can bring some real ballplayers in here.’ And the players – we were standing right there! I mean, he was probably right, but he didn’t have to say it.”

The Season

The first game in Mets history was on April 11 in St. Louis. Sherman Jones was going to be the first starter but when he attempted to light a match, it flew off the cover and struck him in the eye. Sidelined, Craig would instead receive the first start. He gave up two runs in the first inning. Bell had the first hit, a second inning single off Larry Jackson. The Mets tied the game in the third but Craig quickly gave up three runs. Hodges homered in the fourth and Neal hit one in the fifth to make it 5-4 but the Cardinals pulled away for an 11-4 win. None of the Mets three relievers – Bob Moorhead, Herb Moford and Clem Labine – would last the summer.


[image: image]

Casey Stengel was the driving force behind the Mets going from sadly inept to lovable losers. He happily took the spotlight from his struggling players and his legend was further cemented. In 1964, the last-place Mets outdrew AL champ Yankees (who were in a tight, season-long pennant race) by well over 400,000 fans. (Photo Courtesy Jason D. Antos)



Two nights later, the Mets lost their first home game at the Polo Grounds. Jones gave up two runs in five innings in the 4-3 loss to the Pirates though Thomas hit a homer in the sixth. The Mets would lose the first nine games, even dropping an 11-inning game to Houston. The Colt .45s actually won their first three games, sweeping the Cubs.

Bill Mazeroski’s RBI triple beat the Mets to send New York to 0-9, with Jones losing three games. On April 24, Jay Hook took the mound against the 10-0 Pirates and pitched a complete game, giving up one run on five hits. The Mets hit Tom Sturdivant and Diomedes Olivo early, taking a 6-0 lead in the second and came away with a 9-1 win.

Three more losses followed and then the team won consecutive games for the first time, scoring eight runs two straight days against the Phillies. The Phillies avoided a sweep, hammering Jones to end the month.

Bell was sent to the Braves to complete the Thomas trade. Zimmer, who had suffered through an 0-for-34 slump, was traded to the Reds. The Mets made a deal with the Orioles for Marv Throneberry, who would become the poster child of the 1962 Mets.


FABULOUS: RICHIE ASHBURN

Amidst the epic incompetence of the ’62 Mets, Ashburn, in his final big league season, put up fine numbers. He hit .306 with an OBA of .424 in nearly 500 plate appearances, and also drilled 7 of his 29 career home runs.



The team won nine of 12 in mid-May to improve to 12-19 and eighth place. The exciting Mets won four games in their final at-bat. Then the team lost 17 in a row. The Dodgers and Giants returned to New York and swept the Mets. In the first Dodgers game at the Polo Grounds, the Mets hit Sandy Koufax for six runs and 13 hits only to lose 13-6. On June 8, the Mets beat the Cubs 4-3 with Craig Anderson retiring Ron Santo with two on and two outs in the ninth for the first win since May 20.


FUTILE: CRAIG ANDERSON

Craig Anderson was a versatile pitcher in 1962, starting 14 games, finishing 20, and saving 4. But Anderson’s results were spotty; he finished 3-17 with an ERA of 5.35. His overall W-L record for the Mets was 3-20.



[image: image]

On June 17, Chicago’s Lou Brock homered to center at the Polo Grounds. In the bottom of the first, Throneberry drove in two runs with a triple. Ernie Banks called for the ball and stepped on first as Throneberry was called out for not touching the bag. When Stengel came out to argue, first base coach Cookie Lavagetto said, “Forget it, Casey. He missed second too.” With the bases empty, Neal followed with a home run. The Mets would lose by one. In the second game of the doubleheader, Throneberry made an error on the first play of the game and the Mets lost on Santo’s homer in the ninth.

New York kept losing and the month ended with Koufax pitching a no-hitter. He struck out the side on nine pitches in the first and fanned 13 in the game. The Mets went 6-23 in July, falling 50 games under .500. The pitching staff gave up at least 10 runs seven times in the month. The team was eliminated in the first week of August. The Mets lost 13 straight during the month. The 100th loss of the season came in Philadelphia on August 29.

On September 20, the Mets blew a ninth inning lead to Houston and lost in 12 innings for the 115th loss, tying the 1935 Braves for the NL record. Six days later, the Mets set the record for losses in a season as a 6-3 defeat to the Braves marked No. 118. Even Bob Uecker had an RBI single for Milwaukee in the eighth.

The Mets did have one last, rare triumph. Bob Miller, the righty, not the lefty, was 0-12 on the season. No pitcher had ever gone 0-13. Miller pitched a complete game to edge the Cubs 2-1. The next day, the Mets lost 5-1 for the 120th loss. Joe Pignatano hit into a triple play in the final at-bat of his career.

In typical 1962 Mets fashion, the team fell even further in the standings after the season was over. The Giants took two of three from the Dodgers in a dramatic playoff, meaning New York finished 60.5 games out of first instead of 60.

Top 5 Highlights

[image: image] In the 10th game, the Mets pick up their first win. Jay Hook goes the distance and drives in two runs with a second inning single. Hook gives up one run on five hits in the 9-1 win.

[image: image] Down to the final out, Hobie Landrith hits a two-run homer in the bottom of the ninth off Warren Spahn to beat the Braves 3-2 in the first game of a May 12 doubleheader.

[image: image] Gil Hodges homers off Hank Fischer in the bottom of the ninth of the second game to give the Mets an 8-7 win. Craig Anderson wins both games of the twinbill to improve to 3-1. He would finish 3-17.

[image: image] Landrith draws a bases loaded walk in the bottom of the 13th to beat the Cubs 6-5 on May 13. The Mets were down 4-3 with two outs in the ninth when Gus Bell tied the game with a single. Down 5-4 with two outs in the 10th, Charlie Neal tied the game with a single.

[image: image] Al Jackson pitches a one-hit shutout in a 2-0 win over Houston on June 22. Joey Amalfitano’s single with one out in the first is the lone hit. Richie Ashburn homers off Turk Farrell to lead off the Mets’ first.

1963
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OPENING DAY LINEUP

Larry Burright, 2B

Choo-Choo Coleman, C

Ed Kranepool, RF

Duke Snider, CF

Frank Thomas, LF

Tim Harkness, 1B

Charlie Neal, 3B

Al Moran, SS

Roger Craig, P



Duke Joins Collection of True Bums

The Moves

New York made a few changes to the roster after losing 120 games. Ron Hunt and Carl Willey were purchased from the Braves. The Mets sent Felix Mantilla to the Red Sox for pitcher Tracy Stallard, and infielders Pumpsie Green and Al Moran. Stallard had given up Roger Maris’ record breaking 61st home run of the 1961 season.

And the Mets added some Dodgers. They purchased catcher Norm Sherry and prospect infielder-outfielder Dick Smith. On December 1, the Mets traded right-handed Bob Miller to the Dodgers for first baseman Tim Harkness and middle infielder Larry Burright. Then on April 1, the Mets purchased New York icon Duke Snider for $40,000.

The 36-year-old “Duke of Flatbush” was going from a Dodger team that was three outs away from winning the 1962 pennant to a team that would lose over 100 games. But he had advice for Burright. “Duke said, ‘don’t let it get you down. You just stay with me because I played in Brooklyn and I’ll take you everywhere’, which he did,” Burright said in an interview for the book. “He was a good old boy, Duke Snider. He was one of my buddies.”

Burright had been the Los Angeles second baseman in the first game when the Dodgers came back to New York to play the Mets in 1062. And he had a good attitude going into 1963. “You go to spring training and try to have a good spring training and say when our season starts give it hell and do the best you can,” Burright said. “A lot of clubs had a little more talent-wise than we had but we had some good players.”

Unfortunately, most of the good players had seen better days. The Mets home had also seen better days and 1963 was the last season at the Polo Grounds before the team moved to Shea Stadium. “I didn’t mind playing in the Polo Grounds,” Burright said. “The playing field I liked. It was a good playing field except they had the short porch in right, but left-handed hitters liked that.”

The Situation

As Sports Illustrated described it, “While other teams were trading good ballplayers with abandon, Weiss dealt only in fringe players. This was a policy reminiscent of the days when he was with the Yankees, where he always held four to a flush. But with the Mets, where it is a question of drawing to an inside straight, Weiss’s standpat attitude is confusing.”

The burden would be on a trio of pitchers: “No “big three” is as valuable to any team as Roger Craig, Al Jackson and Jay Hook are to the Mets. Last year they accounted for 26 of the 40 Met victories – 65% of them, a figure no three pitchers on any other team could manage.”


[image: image]

Marv Throneberry didn’t join the Mets until May of 1962 in a trade with Baltimore. Marvelous Marv belted 16 home runs, including several walk-off winners. But his horrendous fielding and comical baserunning made him the poster boy for the struggling Mets. The following year, Throneberry was 2-for-14 on when he was sent to the minors and he never made it back the bigs. (Photo Courtesy Jason D. Antos)



SI proclaimed the day before the season began, “There is a more youthful look to the Mets, but youth is not enough. George Weiss seems incapable of preventing New York from being the worst team in the major leagues again.”

Burright roomed with another first-year Met. “I roomed with Tracy Stallard. We stayed at the Loews Midtown Motor Inn which was like a block and a half away where the old Madison Square Garden and train station were,” Burright said. “We just walked a block and a half and got on the subways and went to the ballpark. I didn’t travel around because, to me, being in New York, I figured you could get lost on the subway real easy.”

The Season

The Mets began the season 0-8 with four shutout losses. Frank Thomas was hitting .105 and infielder-outfielder Cliff Cook was hitting .118. At least Snider picked up his 2,000th career hit, a single off Cincinnati’s Jim Maloney. Snider did look odd wearing number 11 as Charlie Neal didn’t give up 4.


[image: image] He Was a Met?

Brooklyn legend Duke Snider, who belted 40 or more home runs 5 years in a row, played decently in his one season with the Mets, though his bad knees made fielding and baserunning a challenge. Snider achieved career milestones of 400 HR and 2000 hits while on the Mets



Another 0-9 start looked likely but Ron Hunt’s two-run double in the bottom of the ninth off Milwaukee’s Claude Raymond gave the Mets a 5-4 win. New York would actually sweep Milwaukee four straight. Jim Hickman and Ron Hunt were off to good starts but they were the only ones.


[image: image] Final Resting Ground

Elijah “Pumpsie” Green was most famous for breaking the Boston Red Sox color line in 1959. In 1963, Green appeared in 17 games at 3B for the the Amazins, batting .278 with an OBA of .409, but a bad back prevented him from continuing to play in the majors. Green’s brother Cornell was a 5-time All Pro cornerback for the Dallas Cowboys in the 1960s and 70s.



Craig won his last two starts in April. He wouldn’t win another until August. The Mets did have some fun. There was a five-game winning streak in May, including a sweep of the Phillies, with the Mets as high as sixth place. Ed Kranepool’s RBI double off Philadelphia’s Jack Baldschun in the bottom of the ninth gave New York a win on May 8. The next day, pinch-runner Al Jackson scored the winning run when Johnny Klippstein uncorked a wild pitch to finish off a three-run ninth. And there was a wild 13-12 win over the Reds at the Polo Grounds. The Mets scored 100 runs in May, the only month they did so.

Gil Hodges was sent to Washington to become the manager of the Senators but he would return several years later. Jimmy Piersall, who had been portrayed by Anthony Perkins in “Fear Strikes Out” joined the Mets. He would be released after hitting .194 in 40 games though he did hit his 100th career homer and celebrated by facing backwards as he ran around the bases.

A seven-game losing streak in May included a four-game sweep at the hands of the Dodgers. A frustrating doubleheader saw Sandy Koufax beat Craig 1-0 and then Frank Howard hit a two-run homer off Ken MacKenzie in the bottom of the 13th to beat the Mets 4-2.

As they did in May, the Mets won 11 games in June. Hickman’s homer in the bottom of the 10th on June 2 off Roy Face gave the Mets a doubleheader sweep over the Pirates. Snider hit his 400th career homer on June 14 off Reds pitcher Bob Purkey in a 10-3 win. The Mets won again the next day but then lost their next 22 road games.

From late June though late July the team lost 27 of 30. One of the rare wins came when Joe Hicks hit a two-run homer off San Francisco’s Don Larsen. At least the Mets had a flair for the dramatic. No one was more tortured than Craig, who dropped to 2-20 after 18 consecutive losses.


FUTILE: NORM SHERRY

Norm Sherry put up a slash line of .136/.205/.184 serving as backup catcher to Choo Choo Coleman. Luckily for Sherry, OPS+ hadn’t been invented yet because his was 13, meaning his offensive production was 87% below average.



In a July start, he switched from number 38 to 36 to change his luck. He lost and went back to 38. A 2-1 loss to the Braves on August 4 tied him for the NL record with Boston’s Cliff Curtis, who had done it in 1910. Philadelphia A’s hurler Jack Nabors had lost 19 in a row in 1916, the MLB record. On August 9, Craig switched to number 13 and picked up a win when Hickman hit a grand slam in the bottom of the ninth. Craig then won two more decisions in a row.

Ed Kranepool spent nearly two months in the minors after being demoted in early July with a .190 average. There was a mini-controversy when he took batting practice with Stengel advising him to hit to the opposite field but Snider asked Kranepool why he was doing that. “Duke, mind your own business. You’re not doing too good yourself,” Kranepool said. He later explained that he was following the manager’s orders but some of the writers had heard his comment to the beloved Snider and wrote about it.

At least Snider got his number 4 after Neal was traded with Sammy Taylor to the Reds for catcher Jesse Gonder at the beginning of July. Gonder would hit .302 in 42 games.

The Mets went 9-19 in both August and September. Willey’s six-hit shutout over the Cubs on August 24 gave the team its 41st win of the season, passing the 1962 total. And Cleon Jones made his MLB debut on September 14, playing in six games late in the season.


FABULOUS: CARL WILLEY

Willey was a solid starter for the ’63 Mets, posting a record of 9-14, with an ERA of 3.10. In 183 IP he allowed only 149 hits. Willey saw limited action for the Mets the next two years and won only one game.



The Mets staggered to the finish line, losing 14 of the final 16 games and finishing with 111 losses. On September 18, the Phillies won the final MLB game at the Polo Grounds 5-1. Only 1,752 fans came to see Chris Short go the distance against the Mets.

[image: image]

Top 5 Highlights

[image: image] Ron Hunt’s two-run double off Milwaukee’s Claude Raymond give the Mets a 5-4 win on April 19. Choo-Choo Coleman singled and Jim Hickman doubled off Frank Funk earlier in the inning. The Braves took a 4-3 lead in the top of the ninth when Eddie Mathews walked with the bases loaded.

[image: image] Duke Snider’s three-run homer off Diomedes Olivo in the bottom of the ninth gives the Mets a 3-2 win over the Cardinals on June 7. St. Louis starter Ron Taylor took a two-hit shutout into the ninth. With one out, Frank Thomas singled and Ron Hunt drew a walk. The lefty Olivo came in to pitch to Snider. A passed ball moved the runners up before Snider’s liner ended the game.

[image: image] Down to their final out, Tim Harkness’ 14th inning grand slam gives the Mets an 8-6 win over the Cubs on June 26. Billy Williams hit an inside-the-park home run in the top of the inning to give Chicago a 6-4 lead. But Harkness’ shot off Jim Brewer gave the Mets the win.

[image: image] Carl Willey becomes the first Mets pitcher to hit a grand slam off Houston’s Ken Johnson in a 14-5 win on July 15. Willey’s shot gives the Mets a 5-2 in the second inning. The win snapped a 15-game losing streak and was the first win since Harkness’ grand slam beat the Cubs.

[image: image] Jim Hickman’s grand slam off Chicago’s Lindy McDaniel gives the Mets a 7-3 win over the Cubs on August 9 and snaps Roger Craig’s 18-game losing streak. Al Moran’s double off Paul Toth put runners on second and third with two outs. McDaniel intentionally walked Tim Harkness, who was pinch-hitting for Craig. Hickman then won the game with a shot to left.

1964

[image: image]


OPENING DAY LINEUP

Dick Smith, 1B

Amado Samuel, 2B

Ron Hunt, 3B

Frank Thomas, LF

Jim Hickman, CF

Hawk Taylor, C

Joe Christopher, RF

Al Moran, SS

Al Jackson, P



Shea Hello to Queens!

The Moves

The biggest move for the Mets was the one they made to Queens and state-of-the-art Shea Stadium. “Anybody can come out and see us, women, men and children, because we got 50 bathrooms all over the place,” Casey Stengel said. As the giant scoreboard flashed: “Isn’t this the most beautiful stadium in the world.”

There was still the issue of improving the team that would actually play at Shea Stadium. The team picked up pitcher Jack Fisher in a special draft for New York and Houston, the league’s way of apologizing for the poor rosters they had been given two years earlier. Workhorse Roger Craig was traded to the Cardinals for former All-Star outfielder George Altman and pitcher Bill Wakefield. Craig would help St. Louis win the World Series. Neither Altman nor Wakefield would be a Met in 1965.

Duke Snider was sold to the Giants as the legend wanted to return to the West coast.

The Situation

Low expectations again. “If some of the young hard-throwing Met pitchers come through and if the hitters score more runs than the butter-fingered fielders allow, the Mets have a fighting chance for ninth. Or, as Stengel would say, 29th.” (SI 4/13/64)

Carl Willey was lost for the first two months of the season when a liner from Detroit’s Gates Brown broke his jaw.


[image: image] He Was a Met?

George Altman’s career took him from the Negro Leagues, to the Cubs (where he made 2 All Star teams), to Japan, where he hit more than 200 career homers. Altman also played one season for the Mets, but he struggled, batting only .230 with 9 home runs in over 400 at bats.



The Season

The Mets were improving. In 1962, they lost their first nine games. In 1963, the first eight. This year, the Mets won their fifth game, with Al Jackson tossing a shutout to beat the Pirates.

After two losses in Philadelphia, the Mets played their first game at Shea on April 17. Willie Stargell hit the stadium’s first homer, a second inning shot off Fisher. New York led 3-1 but the Pirates rallied and Bill Mazeroski’s ninth inning single off Ed Bauta gave Pittsburgh a 4-3 win.


[image: image]

The Mets called Shea Stadium home for 45 seasons. But while it made a splash in the National League when it opened in 1964, but it was in sorry shape by the time it closed. (Photo Courtesy Jason D. Antos)



The team traded for White Sox third baseman Charley Smith. The ongoing search for an answer at the hot corner continued, as the team would use 10 players at third during the season. Hunt had opened the season at third with new shortstop Amado Samuel going to second and Al Moran at short.

Through almost two weeks the Mets were in ninth place. Then they dropped to 10th and stayed there. A loss on May 4 in Milwaukee ended with Hunt crashing into catcher Ed Bailey in a 2-1 loss. A brawl ensued with Braves shortstop Denis Menke throwing Stengel off of him. One week into May the team was 3-16. There would be the occasional win. A Joe Christopher game-winning single in the bottom of the ninth to beat the Cardinals. A 12-4 win over the Braves at Shea with the Mets pounding Warren Spahn. And a 19-run outburst at Wrigley Field in a laugher over the Cubs.


FABULOUS: JOE CHRISTOPHER

Christopher had a career year in 1964, batting an even .300 and belting 16 home runs. He led the team in RS with 78 and RBI with 76, as well as hits and total bases.




FUTILE: WAYNE GRAHAM

Wayne Graham got into 20 games for the 1964 Mets, but managed only 3 hits in 33 at bats. Coupled with his 4-for-22 the year before for the Phillies, Graham completed his major league career with a lifetime BA of .127 and zero RBI.



The Mets traded struggling Jay Hook to the Braves for veteran shortstop Roy McMillan. The team added veteran pitcher Tom Sturdivant, though he would be gone by the end of June. New York also purchased pitcher Frank Lary from the Tigers.

On the final day of the month, the Mets dropped a doubleheader to the Giants. The second game lasted 23 innings and took seven hours and 23 minutes. The Mets turned a triple play, Willie Mays played shortstop, and Gaylord Perry pitched 10 innings of shutout relief. And the Mets lost when Galen Cisco, in his ninth inning of relief, gave up two runs in the 23rd inning.

Three weeks later, on Father’s Day, Philadelphia’s Jim Bunning pitched a perfect game against the Mets, fanning John Stephenson to end it. The Mets also lost game two of the doubleheader, exploding for two runs on three hits. Hunt was batting .322 and Joe Christopher was at .289 but many other players were struggling.

Shea Stadium did host the All-Star Game, which saw Ron Hunt become the first Met to start in the Midsummer Classic. The NL pulled out a 7-4 win in the ninth with Philadelphia’s Johnny Callison hitting a three-run homer off Boston’s Dick Radatz. Callison was actually wearing Hunt’s helmet when he hit the homer.

Third base was still a work in progress for the Mets. Smith would commit 31 errors while seeing time at third, short and left. In late July, the team traded first baseman Tim Harkness and his .282 average to the Reds for infielder Bobby Klaus. Harkness had been injured for two months and Ed Kranepool was now planted at first base. Harkness took aim at Casey Stengel, who was suddenly coming under fire during a third losing season. “Casey has been a great man for baseball as far as publicity is concerned, but the game has passed him by,” Harkness said. “Some players he likes and some he doesn’t like. The players feel it and it isn’t too inspiring when the manager goes to sleep on the bench during a game.”

Jackie Robinson said Stengel was “too critical of his players and falls asleep on the bench.” Though most media members liked Stengel, Howard Cosell often criticized the 73-year-old.

The Giants came to town in early August with the Mets 40 games under .500. The Associated Press reported that Stengel would be done as manager after the season. “They feel the club after three years of existence, all in the National League basement, has reached a stage in its young life where it must be developed on the field, as well as at the box office. And they agree, too, that a younger man is needed for the job – a man closer to the age of the Mets players.”

[image: image]

Stengel was still in charge for the time being though the Mets kept losing. At least Bunning didn’t pitch another perfect game against them. On August 9, in his first start against the Mets since his perfect game, he retired the first 14 batters before Joe Christopher’s bunt single provided the first baserunner with two outs in the fifth.

The team was getting younger. Frank Thomas was traded to the Phillies in exchange for infielder Wayne Graham and pitcher Gary Kroll. Graham, who was plugged in at third, would have three hits in 20 games though he would eventually become a Hall of Fame college coach. Lary was traded to Milwaukee for minor league pitcher Dennis Ribant, who made his MLB debut the next day.

The Mets played a week of inspired baseball, winning seven of eight. Ribant picked up his first win with a four-hit shutout over the Pirates with Charley Smith hitting two homers. Jim Hickman hit a grand slam in a 4-2 win against Pittsburgh. New York was 12-12 with two games remaining in August but couldn’t pull off the first non-losing month in franchise history as the team dropped two straight to the Cubs.

The team went 7-21 and took an eight-game losing streak into the final series of the season in St. Louis as the Cardinals fought for the pennant. In the first game, Jackson beat Bob Gibson 1-0. The next day, the Mets exploded for 15 runs with Tom Parsons picking up the win with 5.1 innings of relief. Heading into the final day, the Cardinals and Reds were tied for first place with the collapsing Phillies one game behind them. The Mets took a 3-2 lead in the fifth inning but Gibson returned to pitch four innings of relief and the Cardinals got to Cisco, Willard Hunter and Dennis Ribant. But the Mets had nearly thrown the playoff race into chaos, nearly causing a three-way tie.

A franchise record was set with 53 wins. There was improvement. New records were set for team batting average (.246) as well as hits and doubles. Mets pitchers threw 10 shutouts and only allowed 130 homers. Mets fielders committed 167 errors, getting under the horrific 200 mark.

While the Yankees won a fifth straight American League pennant, the Mets outdrew the Yankees, with more than 1.7 million fans coming to see the team at Shea Stadium.

Top 5 Highlights

[image: image] Al Jackson pitches a six-hit shutout in a 6-0 win over the Pirates on April 19, the first Mets win at Shea Stadium. Rod Kanehl and Ron Hunt deliver two-run singles off Bob Veale in the bottom of the fourth.

[image: image] The Mets pound out 19 runs on 23 hits in a 19-1 win on May 26 at Wrigley. Dick Smith becomes the first Met with five hits in a game.

[image: image] Galen Cisco pitches a four-hit shutout and the Mets batter Joe Moeller in an 8-0 win over the Dodgers on June 5. The Dodgers had taken 35 of 39 games from the Mets coming into the Friday night game. Ed Kranepool and Charley Smith homer off Moeller.

[image: image] Jesse Gonder’s single in the bottom of the 12th gives the Mets a 6-5 win on June 9. The Cubs took a 5-4 lead in the top of the inning but the Mets rally with Amado Samuel’s RBI single off Lindy McDaniel tying the game.

[image: image] Charley Smith’s single off Chicago’s Don Elston in the bottom of the ninth gives the Mets a 5-4 win and a doubleheader sweep over the Cubs on August 23. Ed Kranepool’s 10th inning single off Lee Gregory gave the Mets a game one win.

1965

[image: image]


OPENING DAY LINEUP

Billy Cowan, CF

Roy McMillan, SS

Johnny Lewis, RF

Ed Kranepool, 1B

Joe Christopher, LF

Charley Smith, 3B

Bobby Klaus, 2B

Chris Cannizzaro, C

Al Jackson, P



Yogi and Warren and Another 100+ Losses

The Moves

Yogi Berra joined the Mets coaching staff with the possibility of being a pinch-hitter after the Yankees fired him as manager despite leading them to Game 7 of the World Series. Chris Cannizzaro switched to number five so Berra could wear number eight. Berra said he was “glad to be with an up-and-coming young club, like the Mets.”

Then Warren Spahn was brought in as a pitcher and pitching coach. Spahn, who had 356 wins with the Braves, spoke of his goal to win 20 games and spoke of trying to eventually get to 400. “It may look as if Warren Spahn is decrepit and wants to hang on,” he said. “That is what I want to destroy. I have an ego, too. I will knock myself out trying to beat out young guys to show that I can pitch on this team.” He won 23 games in 1963 – the 13th time he won 20 games in his career – but was coming off a 6-13 season in 1964 in which he put up a 5.29 ERA. He also wasn’t happy with being moved to the bullpen.

Spahn had said he didn’t think a man could be both pitcher and pitching coach when Whitey Ford did it for Berra’s Yankees the year before but clarified he could be a pitching coach as a teacher but not in terms of making all the schedules as well.

Bing Devine, who helped build the 1964 world champion Cardinals, joined the organization as assistant general manager and successor to George Weiss. Also joining him was Eddie Stanky, heading player development. In December, the Mets sent Elio Chacon and Tracy Stallard to the Cardinals in return for Johnny Lewis and Gordie Richardson.


[image: image] He Was a Met?

Warren Spahn broke into the big leagues in 1942 with the Boston Braves and was managed by Casey Stengel. He won 356 games with the Braves despite not winning one before the age of 25. He went 4-12 with a 4.36 ERA with the Mets before the Giants acquired him. It was his final season in the majors.



The Mets sent George Altman to the Cubs for Billy Cowan. In 1964, Cowan struck out 128 times, second most in the NL, and committed a league-high 11 errors in centerfield. The team also acquired Frank Lary from the Braves. Lary had developed a reputation as a “Yankee Killer” against Stengel’s Yankees, having gone 13-1 against them from 1957 to 1959, including seven wins in 1958.


Spahn and Berra

Warren Spahn joined the Mets for 1965 and pitched decently, though his record was 4-12 when he was released in July. Spahn joined fellow 40+ year-old and fellow all-time great Yogi Berra as a marquis battery well past its prime. When Berra was asked if he and Spahn were the oldest pitcher-catcher combo in baseball history, he replied “We may not be the oldest, but we re the ugliest.”



The Situation

Ron Swoboda and Cleon Jones both made the Opening Day roster. Young southpaw Tug McGraw also made the trip up north. Also on the roster was outfielder Danny Napoleon, who hit .351 in 1964 at Single-A Auburn. Charley Smith and Bobby Klaus looked to platoon at the never-ending question mark of third base.

“There’s a new feeling around the Mets,” said Larry Bearnarth. “Last year there was optimism, but it was all talk. This year we all feel it.”

Sports Illustrated noted that perhaps 1965 could be the year the Mets escaped the cellar: “The Mets will go on filling Shea Stadium – especially when the battery of Spahn and Berra is announced – and if Spahn pitches back to his form the Mets may nudge the Astros out of ninth place.”

The Season

The Mets played nearly .500 ball for two weeks, sitting at 6-7 after Spahn pitched a complete game in San Francisco. New York took three of four from the Giants, including an 11-inning win and a 7-6 victory with Napoleon delivering a three-run triple in the ninth.

And Berra joined the active roster though he would only play four games. His three-strikeout game on May 9 against the Braves was only the second of his career. Lindsey Nelson also made history as he broadcast the Mets’ April 28 game at the Astrodome from a gondola hanging over second base.

Swoboda was off to a hot start and looked like the first great homegrown talent. After a two-homer, four RBI performance on May 8, the outfielder was hitting .320 with seven homers. Unfortunately, the team had a six-game losing streak from late April to early May and another six-game slide late in the month. And in June the team lost 20 of 23. Ed Kranepool got off to a blazing start and was batting .341 in early June but a 31-at-bat hitless streak cooled him off.


FUTILE: TOM PARSONS

Tom Parsons was ineffective in numerous pitching roles for the ’65 Mets staff, starting 11 games and relieving in 24 others. Parsons allowed a dizzying 17 home runs in 90.2 IP on his way to finishing the season with a record of 1-10.



Spahn lost eight decisions in a row and the Giants picked him up on waivers for $1. Al Jackson was off to a rough start, sporting a 5.82 ERA in mid-June. Ron Hunt was lost for several months with a separated shoulder, courtesy of a collision with St. Louis’ Phil Gagliano. Chuck Hiller was acquired and filled in both outfield and infield spots. Lary was traded to the White Sox for Jimmie Schaffer though his 1-3 record was more a factor of low run support.


[image: image] Final Resting Ground

Yogi Berra joined the Mets as player-coach after managing the Yankees in 1964, but took the field in only 4 games. His final appearance came on May 9th, when he caught the whole game in a home loss to Milwaukee. Berra fanned 3 times and made an error, which may have contributed to his decision to hang ’em up.



The abysmal Mets rolled off a 10-game losing streak in mid-July. A 5-1 loss to the Phillies on July 24 dropped the team to 31-64. That night, Stengel fell and broke his hip at Toots Shor’s. Wes Westrum, who became pitching coach following Spahn’s departure, took over as interim manager. The team began August with 11 straight losses. The team did take seven of nine from the Cardinals, Dodgers and Giants late in the month.

[image: image]


FABULOUS: JOHNNY LEWIS

This was a tough one, as it was a very rough year for the Mets. Lewis cranked 15 homers and scored 64 runs in his one full season in the majors. His 59 bases on balls and .331 OBA led the team.



Stengel announced his retirement at the start of September. His number 37 was retired on September 2. The team reached the 50-win mark on September 28, when Hunt singled off Pittsburgh’s Roy Face in the bottom of the 12th to give the Mets a 1-0 win.

Top 5 Highlights

[image: image] Spahn pitches a complete game against the Dodgers as the Mets hold on for a 3-2 win on April 20. Leading 3-0 heading into the bottom of the ninth, LA scores twice and puts runners on the corners with nobody out. Stengel opts to leave Spahn in and he works out of the jam.

[image: image] Jim Maloney pitches 10 no-hit innings against the Mets but Johnny Lewis homers leading off the 11th and Larry Bearnarth pitches a scoreless bottom of the 11th as the Mets stun the Reds 1-0 at Crosley Field on June 14.

[image: image] The Mets finally beat Sandy Koufax on August 26 at Shea, breaking the legendary lefty’s 13-0 mark against them. New York scores three runs (two earned) in seven innings against Koufax. McGraw only gives up two runs in 7.2 innings. Joe Christopher and Ron Swoboda hit back-to-back homers in the eighth off Johnny Podres and Jack Fisher records the final four outs in the 5-2 triumph.

[image: image] Jim Hickman becomes the first Met to homer three times in one game with all three coming off St. Louis southpaw Ray Sadecki in New York’s 6-3 win on September 3.

[image: image] Dick Selma makes his Shea Stadium debut by striking out a team-record 13 batters and pitching 10 shutout innings in New York’s 1-0 win over the Braves on September 12. Charley Smith singles off Bob Sadowski in the bottom of the 10th to win it.

1966

[image: image]


OPENING DAY LINEUP

Cleon Jones, RF

Ron Hunt, 2B

Ken Boyer, 3B

Dick Stuart, 1B

Jim Hickman, CF

Ron Swoboda, LF

Jerry Grote, C

Roy McMillan, SS

Jack Fisher, P



Out of the Cellar and Into 9th Place

The Moves

The Mets acquired Jerry Grote from Houston for Tom Parsons. Grote was raw, defensive-first catcher who hit .181 in 100 games in 1964 before spending 1965 in the minors. But he would win the starting job in spring training over Greg Goosen and turn into one of the most important players for the team over the next decade.

Then New York pulled off a trade with the Cardinals for 1964 MVP Ken Boyer, stunning St. Louis fans. Boyer was an All-Star in seven seasons and a five-time Gold Glove winner. The Mets sent Al Jackson and Charley Smith to the Cardinals. Though Boyer’s productivity slipped in 1965, it was still extremely unpopular with Cardinals fans.

Dick Stuart gave the Mets a power bat, when they acquired him from the Phillies for Bobby Klaus, Wayne Graham and Jimmie Schaffer. Stuart hit 220 home runs since 1958 and led the AL in RBI in 1963. But his shoddy fielding earned him the nickname “Dr. Strangeglove.”

Other acquisitions included right-hander Jack Hamilton from the Tigers, outfielder Al Luplow from the Indians and outfielder Joe Christopher from the Red Sox.

The Situation

Wes Westrum remained as manager and set a goal of 70 wins in spring training. Sports Illustrated declared, “The Mets may be the most improved team in the majors. Keep in mind, though, they have to improve 15 full games before they can catch even the ninth-place Astros.”


[image: image] He Was a Met?

Dick Stuart had 3 seasons with more than 110 RBI, but managed only 13 with the Mets, along with 4 HR. He was popular enough that he had a pregame show, “Stump Stuart”, during which fans would ask him trivia questions.



The Season

After losing on Opening Day, the Mets took two in a row from the Braves and were 2-1, above .500 for the first time in team history. The team then lost five straight and wouldn’t get back to .500, losing four different games in May that would’ve brought them even. Boyer was hitting .395 at the end of April and Cleon Jones was at .345.

A major problem in May was Tug McGraw, who was shelled in all four of his starts during the month and out for three months with elbow problems. Also scuffling was Rob Gardner, who lost six straight decisions from mid-May through the end of June. It was Gardner, Dave Eilers and Larry Bearnarth who combined to give up 17 runs in a 17-1 loss in Atlanta on June 16.


[image: image] Final Resting Ground

Bob Friend spent 15 seasons with the Pirates before being traded to the Yankees in the winter of 1965. Part way through 1966, the Mets purchased Friend from the Yankees, and the veteran starter picked up 5 wins and then retired. Friend collected 197 wins in his career and had a very good ERA of 3.58 in over 3600 career IP.




[image: image]

George Weiss achieved great success as director of minor leagues and then General Manager of the New York Yankees, as his Hall of Fame plaque attests. Weiss’s “genius” disappeared upon joining the Mets (as did Casey Stengel’s), but he did have the wisdom to hire old colleague Stengel as the team’s first manager, which altered the team’s, and baseball’s, history for the much, much better.



Temporarily forgoing the youth movement in order to escape finishing last place, the Mets acquired Don Shaw and Bob Friend. Shaw had led the AL in winning percentage in 1959 and finished third in the Cy Young voting with the pennant-winning White Sox. By 1966, he seemed done, struggling with the Giants but the veteran won his first four starts with the Mets, including three complete games.

The offense was lackluster and would finish last in runs scored and first in strikeouts. Stuart was let go after batting .218 with four home runs in 31 games. Ron Swoboda’s batting average was under .200 in late July. Ron Hunt was a bright spot as the lone Met All-Star was hitting .293 at the break.

July began with the Mets losing 12-0. Hunt singled to lead off and Woody Fryman set down the next 27 Mets. But the Mets would play better, going 18-14 in July for the first winning month in team history. The team lost seven straight, getting swept in Pittsburgh and at home by the Dodgers, but then responded by winning seven straight. The Mets took five of six to end the month.

Ed Kranepool’s breakout was to thank for the surge as his batting average went from .205 at the end of June to .244 to the end of July. Hamilton, who moved to the bullpen after struggling as a starter, saved seven games in July. Friend won three straight starts, including a shutout of the Dodgers in LA. Dennis Ribant also won three straight starts late in the month.


FABULOUS: DENNIS RIBANT

Ribant went 11-9 for the ’66 Mets, collecting one-sixth of the team’s wins, and making him their first starter ever to finish the season with a winning record. Ribant collected 10 CG in 26 starts, had a solid ERA of 3.20, and even collected 3 saves. He was dealt that off season and won 13 more games in his career.




FUTILE: TUG MCGRAW

McGraw was ill-suited in a starter’s role, going 2-9 with an ERA of 5.29. 12 of his 15 appearances were starts. The next year he was 0-3/7.79 in four starts before being moved to the bullpen and becoming one of the National League’s top relievers for more than a decade.



[image: image]

The Mets came back to earth with an 11-21 August and an 8-17 September, then losing a pair of games in October. There were signs of optimism. The 66 wins set a new franchise record. Thanks to the 103-loss Cubs, the Mets finished in ninth place for the first time. And though they were susceptible to blowouts, going 10-33 in games decided by five or more runs, the Mets were 25-24 in one-run games.

Top 5 Highlights

[image: image] Ron Swoboda draws a bases loaded walk in the bottom of the ninth to give the Mets a 5-4 win over the Braves on April 17 as New York is over .500 for the first time in franchise history. The next time they will be over .500 is April 10, 1969.

[image: image] The Mets beat the Giants 11-4 on May 14 and collect 17 hits, all singles. Hunt, Jones and Stephenson deliver three hits apiece.

[image: image] Swoboda hits a three-run homer in the ninth off Bill Henry to give the Mets an 8-6 win over the Giants on August 4. Juan Marichal retired the first 17 Mets until Dennis Ribant singled with two outs in the sixth – Westrum let him hit for himself down 3-0. Trailing 6-1 in the bottom of the eighth, Stephenson hit a two-run homer and Larry Elliott delivered an RBI single. Boyer led off the ninth with a homer to make it 6-5.

[image: image] The Mets knock out Sandy Koufax in the third inning of a 10-4 New York win on August 30. The lefty gives up six runs (five earned) on four hits and three walks in two innings. Bob Friend pitches 7.2 innings in relief of Tug McGraw.

[image: image] Jack Fisher pitches a shutout and Ron Hunt wins it in the bottom of the ninth for a 1-0 victory over the Astros on September 30. Houston’s Larry Dierker pitches eight perfect innings until Bressoud doubles leading off the ninth. He moved to third on a wild pitch and scored on a single from Hunt, pinch-hitting for Danny Napoleon.

1967
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OPENING DAY LINEUP

Don Bosch, CF

Cleon Jones, RF

Ken Boyer, 3B

Tommy Davis, LF

Ron Swoboda, 1B

Jerry Buchek, 2B

Jerry Grote, C

Bud Harrelson, SS

Don Cardwell, P



Seaver Terrific but Mets Lose 101

The Moves

George Weiss retired and former Cardinals general manager Bing Devine was brought in to replace him. He sent Ron Hunt and Jim Hickman to the Dodgers for Tommy Davis, the outfielder who had won two batting titles and once led the league in RBI.

Dennis Ribant and Gary Kolb were sent to the Pirates for right-hander Don Cardwell and centerfielder of the future Don Bosch. New York acquired Houston reliever Ron Taylor, who had helped the Cardinals win the 1964 World Series. Before the start of the season, Ed Bressoud and Danny Napoleon were sent to St. Louis for second baseman Jerry Buchek, who would be one of the better Mets hitters in 1967.

The Situation

Tom Seaver was ready for the majors. The Braves signed the USC pitcher after the collegiate season had begun in 1966, invalidating the contract. But he wasn’t eligible for college play either. There would be a lottery for any teams matching Atlanta’s $50,000 offer. The Mets, Phillies and Indians entered. The Mets’ name was picked out of a hat. Seaver went 12-12 with a 3.13 ERA in Triple-A Jacksonville in 1966.

Also making his debut in April would be Jerry Koosman. He had been pitching on a US Army service team in Fort Bliss. His catcher was John Luchesi, whose father happened to be a Shea Stadium usher. Word was passed along about the young southpaw and the Mets signed Koosman.


[image: image] He Was a Met?

After a sparkling 1966 season at various minor league levels, the Mets hoped Joe Moock would solve their perennial problems at 3B. Moock had driven in 130 runs in 181 games (!), but for the Mets in 1967 he was a quiet 9-for-40 in 13 games and never played in the majors again.




[image: image]

Tom Seaver made his debut in 1967 and the days of the Mets as Lovable Losers was over. The righthander changed the attitude of the club on the field and in the clubhouse. The Franchise would lead the Mets to two pennants and a World Series title. Tom Terrific won three Cy Young awards and is the Mets all-time leader in wins, ERA, innings pitched, strikeouts, games started, complete games, and shutouts.



Still, Sports Illustrated predicted the Mets would have trouble holding onto ninth place, though a big year from Davis could make a difference.

The Season

After Cardwell lost on Opening Day, Seaver made his debut on April 13. He gave up two runs on six hits in 5.1 innings, getting a no-decision in New York’s 3-2 win. The Mets lost three straight but then won three straight, including Seaver’s first career win. The 4-4 mark would be the last time the Mets were at .500 in 1967.

They finished April 6-11. Ken Boyer was hitting .189. Bosch was at .146. Cleon Jones was hitting .100. Bud Harrelson committed nine errors in the month. Koosman made his debut the day after Seaver, in a relief outing in Philadelphia.


[image: image] Final Resting Ground

Ralph Terry, four years removed from his 23-win season with the Yankees (plus 2 more in the World Series), was purchased by the Mets from the KC Athletics late in 1966. He appeared in 11 games for the Amazins that year, and two more in April 1967, before his career ended at the young age of 31.



Any hope of hanging around the race ended in May with a five-game losing streak in the middle of the month as well as a six-game stretch from late May to early June. Jack Hamilton hit a grand slam off former Met Al Jackson but the New York still lost on May 20 on 11-9. The team did add veteran third baseman Ed Charles from the Kansas City A’s.

The team struggled through an 11-18 June. Hamilton was traded to the California Angels for pitcher Nick Willhite. In his first start as a Met, Willhite gave up five runs in two innings in a game the Cubs would eventually win 18-10 with the teams combining for 11 homers. Trader Bing was wheeling and dealing. Johnny Stephenson and Rob Gardner were sent to the Cubs for pitcher Bob Hendley. Al Luplow was sold to the Pirates. Hal Reniff was acquired from the Yankees. Wes Westrum was looking for any production as the team would use 54 players during the season, including 20 starting pitchers. It took until June 24 for Jones to get to a .200 batting average. Jerry Grote’s average was at .200 at the end of June.


FABULOUS: TOMMY DAVIS

Two-time batting champ Tommy Davis spent one year with the Mets, and it was a productive one. Davis hit .302 with 174 hits and a team-leading 73 RBI. That winter, Davis was part of deal with the White Sox that brought Tommy Agee to the team.



There were some positives. The Mets beat Juan Marichal on July 4. The 8-7 win was the first victory over the ace who had been 19-0 against the Mets. Five days later, New York trailed Atlanta 4-3 with two outs in the ninth when Westrum pinch-hit for Harrelson, who was 4-for-4. Buchek delivered a game-tying homer and the Mets went on to win in the 10th.

And there was Seaver, who made the All-Star team with an 8-5 record 2.70 ERA. In a marathon game, Seaver recorded the final three outs in the National League
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