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Dedication

I dedicate this book to my dad, Scott G. McCoy, who, on September 14, 2016, was diagnosed with a rare, aggressive form of brain cancer known as Glioblastoma. Sadly, he passed away on August 8, 2021, due to intracranial hemorrhage, after having beaten cancer which wasn’t his cause of death. He was given 1 ½ years to live, and he made it one month shy of five years! RIP dad. I miss and love you!


Foreword

Jamie Lee Curtis

“Laurie Strode,” Halloween (1978)

I was new to filming. I hadn’t filmed anything prior. I got the role because my mom, Janet Leigh, was in the 1960 slasher film Psycho (1960), and I was nervous to film my first movie that was also a slasher. After the first day of filming, I got a call from John Carpenter. I was terrified he was going to fire me. After all, I was a new actress with no prior experience, and I felt like my first day on set wasn’t good. I met with John, and he told me I did a terrific job on set for the first day of filming and the rest was history. We made history. Halloween (1978) made history. We have ten films in the Halloween (1978) franchise, and it is all because of a genius film director, John Carpenter.

A group of young adults who weren’t that experienced with acting was the main cast. There was me, along with Nancy Kyes and P.J. Soles as the main stars. Then there was Donald Pleasence, God bless his soul. Unfortunately, Donald has passed away; however, he was a major reason for Halloween’s (1978) success. If it weren’t for John Carpenter spending extra money on Donald, I don’t know if Halloween (1978) would’ve been a huge success. Then there was Brian Andrews and Kyle Richards, who played the two kids being babysat. They were tremendous child actors and they brought in the element of spookiness of Michael Myers: no one is safe, not even children. Charles Cyphers was great as well. He was a great actor who brought the feeling that Donald’s character was crazy, but he also might be right.

Michael Myers, as a character, is supposed to be this evil human being that doesn’t care who or what he kills. John Carpenter, along with the signature theme song, made Michael into a historical figure every October and a legendary, iconic character that is everyone’s dream to be for Halloween. Debra Hill, who dated John back during filming, who unfortunately passed away from cancer, was the first ever Michael Myers. Many people say Will Sandin is the first Michael as a boy, which he was, but Debra Hill played Michael’s arm when grabbing for the kitchen knife. So, I must give her credit where credit is due.

The entire cast and crew are ultimately responsible for Halloween’s (1978) success, and without Halloween (1978), my career would’ve never even begun. Filming the original in 1978 was a great experience that had me in three of the ten sequels, and then it branched my career into multiple films, including The Fog (1980), Prom Night (1980), and even Fox’s Scream Queens (2015).

I want to thank Scotty for reaching out to me to write the foreword to his book, The Ultimate Halloween Movie Experience, Michael Myers: The Man, The Monster, The Madness (2022), because this franchise is so successful that it deserves an ultimate book for the ultimate fans. Without the fans, my career never would’ve taken off to begin with. I could’ve been in a movie that was a bust, but the fans made the movie so successful that Halloween has never been the same again.
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Rick Rosenthal directs Jamie Lee Curtis and Donald Pleasance in Halloween II (1981) Jamie Lee Curtis shows off her bruise
– Photos by Kim Gottlieb-Walker


Ana Alicia

“Nurse Janet,” Halloween II (1981)

Rick Rosenthal and his wife, Nancy Stevens, were two talented members of my then acting class with Milton Katselas. I first realized that Rick was an up-and-coming director when he approached me in class and asked if I would be interested in auditioning for a film he was directing, Halloween II (1981). I was humbled and excited to be considered for this, which would be my first theatrical film. I had met Jamie Lee Curtis a year prior while we were both sitting on a wall at Universal Studios waiting to meet with the head of Universal contract players, Monique James. Jamie and I were one of the few remaining contract players, as these players were about to become a thing of the past. She was lovely, fresh, and authentic. I admired those qualities about her, and still do, along with her professionalism and work ethic.

When I watched Halloween I (1978) in preparation for my audition, I was impressed by the way John Carpenter crafted a film that was terrifying while actually incorporating little graphic violence. He created the terror in the audience’s imagination through skilled choice of music, camera angles, and cast, led by the very talented Jamie Lee Curtis. Thus, I was thrilled to be auditioning. I don’t remember much about the audition other than Rick’s ability to put one at ease immediately, bringing out the best in his actors.

Shooting was exciting and quite enjoyable, as the cast and crew followed the lead of its director, Rick, all being generous and dedicated. The moment that stands out the most for me is the day of my eye injury, which gratefully turned out quite well. There was a desk a bit too close to a pad on which I was supposed to fall backwards during my death scene. During the first take, as I fell back supposedly dead after a lethal injection into my eye, all one hears in the outtake is “oh shit” coming from the dead body, as I hit the same eye on the corner of the desk. The next thing heard was Rick saying, “cut,” followed by the actress (me), saying “can’t you use it?,” as I touched the blood running down my eye. Rick said with a calm glint in his eye, “though I appreciate your dedication, we can’t, we have to take care of you.” This was followed by sending me immediately to the ER where I received 12 stitches.

A few days later I continued to shoot, but as you can imagine all camera angles had to be directed at the right side of my face, as my left side was very swollen and had stitches. One of those scenes was the cafeteria scene with Leo Rossi and Lance Guest. If you look closely, you can see the strategy that was used to keep the swelling off camera.

When I went to the screening of Halloween II (1981), I thought Rick, the crew and the cast had done a great job. I also thought quietly to myself, “I hope when I have children, I won’t regret doing a horror film.” I never realized that by the time I would have children old enough to watch horror, the violence in this film would be nothing compared to the film violence of their day.

When I was being interviewed by Scotty McCoy for his book and blog, it was so much fun remembering all the wonderful people that had worked on that film. Thank you, Scotty, for asking me to be a part of your book, and a heartfelt thanks to director Rick Rosenthal for believing in me, and to all YOU fans that assured the film’s success.


Stacey Nelkin

“Ellie Grimbridge,” Halloween III: Season of the Witch (1982)

I’ve given so many interviews and done so many podcasts for Halloween III (1982), that are all in the public domain, that I honestly have nothing new to share about it.

It truly has been “the gift that keeps on giving” as NONE of us anticipated its cult status decades later. When it came and went from the theaters within days, I thought that this was just another film that I’ve been in that won’t really help further my career.

Decades later, I am honored to meet all the wonderful fans who express appreciation and understanding of the movie. It’s those fans who have created its status as a cult film and have made all of us involved in the film still relevant! I am eternally grateful for that.

Adrienne Barbeau reminded me at an event that she and I met decades ago in an elevator in a building that we both frequented in Brentwood. At the time, she was married to John Carpenter, who was in the process of producing Halloween III (1982). She said that she told him that she met this “cute’’ actress and asked me to bring her my pic and resume, which I guess I did.

Around the same time, Ron Walters, a terrific make-up artist, with whom I had worked while co-starring in The Last Convertible (1979) had been hired to be the makeup artist for Halloween III (1982), and he kept mentioning to me that they hadn’t found the lead female actress.

At the time, my career was flourishing, and I wasn’t interested in doing a horror film, especially because I can’t watch them as I have a very low threshold for fear (I can’t ride roller coasters either) - but Ron kept mentioning it as the weeks went past.

Finally, I asked my agent at CAA to get me a copy of the script and I LOVED the character I was considered for – Ellie Grimbridge. My agents set up a reading and as I walked in my door after the audition, my phone was ringing with my agent telling me that I got the part. Shooting began only a few days later.

Working with Tom Atkins and Tommy Lee Wallace and the amazing late Debra Hill was a highlight. They were all creative, fun loving, and professional people. I am grateful that I still get to see Tom A. and sometimes Tommy Lee at the Horror conventions.

To say that I have been pleasantly surprised by the film’s recent cult status is an understatement!!

It’s all quite surreal … and lots of fun!!


A Word from the Author

Scotty McCoy
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McCoy’s Headshot

I started my life in the horror industry back in 1996 at the age of six years old. Yes, six years old. I know, quite young to start your venture into the horror industry, but it happened, and it forever changed my life. The first horror film I ever saw at six years old was Friday the 13th Part 7: The New Blood (1988). After seeing that, I was mesmerized and in love with that film, to the point of needing to go and see all the Friday the 13th (1980) films that were out at the time, which the most recent back then was Jason Goes to Hell: The Final Friday (1992). I then went and saw all the Halloween (1978) films, all the A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984) films, and so on.

Ever since my journey into horror, I have done multiple things up to this very day. I have interviewed, as of this moment, more than 150 celebrities, most of whom come from the horror and slasher movie genres. I have created original video content for YouTube, and I have written and published three horror trivia books, including The Ultimate Friday the 13th Trivia Book (2016), The Ultimate Halloween Trivia Book (2017), and The Ultimate Halloween Trivia Book, 2nd Edition (2018). I have had the honor of being on various podcasts, web shows, radio shows, and have even met horror fans from around the world at conventions and signings. I even started my very own horror indie film company, Gravestone Films, which has released our first feature film, Samhain (2020), as well as a direct-to-YouTube short fan film titled Friday the 13th: Dead Before Dusk (2020) and our second full feature film, 72 (2022), is also available.

I have done so much in my young adult life, which, after being told by my peers in high school that I cannot do it –— since I suffer from ADHD, OCD, Bipolar Disorder, and Tourette’s syndrome — made me even more motivated to become a success and prove all my peers wrong. Now, these same peers ask for my autograph and a picture with me. They pay for my movies and books. They now talk to me as if I am “something,” but I always was something, just not in their eyes until I was in the public eye. Regardless of the bullying and taunting, I fortunately become someone of importance. My advice to anyone who is suffering the same criticisms, ridicules, and bullying from anyone, whether it be your friends, family, strangers, or just acquaintances, is simple: don’t let them win and get the satisfaction. If you have passion, if you are motivated, and if you have goals, do everything in your power to make them come true and live your dreams. You can do anything and everything if you put your mind to it. You will fail, but just try again. I have and look where I am now! I am signed by 3iBooks with books that are published, have a film company, two college degrees, a successful You-Tube channel, and have a full-time job with the US Coast Guard. If I can do this, so can you! Don’t quit; just continue and succeed. I have said that my haters are my motivators. The same can apply to you, as well. If you fall, you get back up. I have faith in everyone to accomplish their dreams if they don’t quit and keep on keeping on. You got this! Trust me. I love you all and thank you for your utmost love and support. I hope to meet you all someday, and, until then, be good people!


 

Interviews with Halloween Principles

The interviews in this section have been conducted by Scotty McCoy (author) and his guests, all of whom are associated with the Halloween (1978) franchise in some way, shape, or form. The interviews were personally conducted by Scotty and transcribed word for word. See the disclaimer on the next page for all details regarding the interviews.

Thank you to all the guests that have agreed to an interview with me. It is truly appreciated!
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Entire cast and crew of Halloween II (1981). Photo by Kim Gottlieb-Walker


DISCLAIMER

ALL OF THE GUESTS THAT WERE INTERVIEWED FOR SLASHER SCOTTY (2016) AND/OR THE ULTIMATE HALLOWEEN MOVIE EXPERIENCE, MICHAEL MYERS: THE MAN, THE MONSTER, THE MADNESS (2022). HAVE CONSENTED AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE INTERVIEW WAS RECORDED FOR PURPOSES TO BE USED BY SCOTTY IN ANY WAY HE SEES FIT AND CAN USE THEM FOR PUBLICATION IN BOOKS, PODCASTS, AND/OR ANY FORM OF MEDIA, EITHER ONLINE OR OFFLINE, AND THEY EXPECT NO COMPENSATION IN RETURN FOR THEIR INTERVIEWS BEING PUBLISHED OR MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE. SCOTTY WAS INFORMED BY ANY GUESTS THAT EXPECT COMPENSATION FOR PUBLISHED AND RELEASED INTERVIEWS, AND IN TURN, HAS EITHER A. DECLINED THE INTERVIEW OR B. HAS CONDUCTED THE INTERVIEW IN A WAY THEY AGREE TO FOR NO MONETARY VALUE. ANY GUEST WHO REQUESTED MONETARY VALUE HAS NOT HAD THEIR INTERVIEWS PUBLISHED IN THE ULTIMATE HALLOWEEN MOVIE EXPERIENCE, MICHAEL MYERS: THE MAN, THE MONSTER, THE MADNESS (2022). ALL GUESTS HAVE AGREED, EITHER IN WRITING OR ORALLY, THAT THE INTERVIEWS CAN BE USED IN A WAY THAT SCOTTY SEES FIT, AS LONG AS IT DOES NOT SLANDER THE GUEST IN ANY WAY, SHAPE, OR FORM.

THE ENTIRE TEXT OF THE INTERVIEWS HAS BEEN TRANSCRIBED FROM ITS ORIGINAL SOURCE AND HAS NOT BEEN ALTERED IN ANY WAY, SHAPE, OR FORM. NOTHING WAS REMOVED, ADDED, OR ENHANCED FROM THE INTERVIEWS. SCOTTY AND HIS TEAM, INCLUDING THE PUBLICATION AND LITERARY TEAM, ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANYTHING THAT WAS MENTIONED BY THE GUEST THAT MAY BE INACCURATE AS ALL CONTENT TRANSCRIBED WAS VERIFIED AND CONFIRMED TO HAVE BEEN SPOKEN BY THE GUEST THEMSELVES.

THE INTERVIEWS, AS WELL AS THE CONTENTS OF THIS ENTIRE BOOK, IS UNDER COPYRIGHT OF SCOTTY MCCOY AND HIS RESPECTIVE PUBLISHING AND LITERARY TEAM. ANY COPYING, RE-RELEASING, PUBLISHING, DISTRIBUTING, POSTING (EITHER IN BOOKS, ONLINE (SUCH AS WEBSITES, SOCIAL MEDIA, FORUMS, BLOGS, OR ANY OTHER ONLINE SOURCES), RECORDING, PLAGIARISING, OR CLAIMING OWNERSHIP OR CREDIT IN ANY WAY, SHAPE, OR FORM OF ANY OF THE INTERVIEWS ON THE FORTHCOMING PAGES, AS WELL AS ANY CONTENT OF THE PREVIOUS PAGES, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED AND CAN AND WILL RESULT IN CRIMINAL AND/OR CIVIL PENALTIES TO THE FULLEST EXTENT OF THE LAW.




Sandy Johnson

“Judith Myers,” Halloween (1978)

Scotty McCoy: Hello, Sandy. How are you doing?

Sandy Johnson: I am doing great! Thank you so much for inviting me to chat about Halloween (1978)!

Scotty McCoy: Not a problem at all. For those unfamiliar with your background, how did you get your start into acting?

Sandy Johnson: I got my start into acting as a student in school, middle school to be exact, and I was in drama, choreography, and dance, that sort of thing, and then I got into community theater, started taking acting classes when I still lived in the Hollywood area, and then when I was in Playboy, I started getting calls for other roles. So, I kind of came up through school.

Scotty McCoy: Awesome! We know you played Judith Myers in Halloween (1978). What was your audition like for that role, which later became an iconic part of the franchise?

Sandy Johnson: The audition was really interesting, as it wasn’t in a studio or anything. It was in one of the houses that we were going to be filming Halloween (1978) in. There were several people at the table, and they were asking me questions and to read some lines. They also asked me to scream, which was interesting in a regular neighborhood (laughs). After I did all of that, they said “Thank you very much. We’ll let you know once we come to a decision.” Shortly after, maybe the next day or so, my agent called me and told me that I was cast as Judith Myers.

Scotty McCoy: That’s amazing! But being known for Judith Myers, even though you’re only on screen briefly, it’s such an iconic role in today’s history. How does it affect your personal life in today’s world all these years after you did the film?

Sandy Johnson: If I am at a convention, then yes, they do. However, if I am walking down the street, not really, no. Which is good at times because I can still have a private life (laughs).

Scotty McCoy: What about back when the movie was released, were you ever bombarded by paparazzi or fans then?

Sandy Johnson: Honestly, no. Let me tell you why. It’s because Halloween (1978) never started out that way. It was just one of those low budget independent horror films. It wasn’t, at the time, the staple it is today. The lines to see it were just normal compared to the new ones that come out in today’s era. There wasn’t even a really big premiere or anything for it. I mean, we all went to go and see it together at the theater, but it wasn’t a huge deal. It really took a long time for it to actually become this cult classic that had this huge fan base right away. It took time to develop and then it ultimately gained its fan base as time went on.

Scotty McCoy: We do know that Will Sandin played the role of Michael Myers as a child, but he wasn’t in the scene where you died at his hands. Who was playing the role of the young Michael Myers in the POV scene where you get killed?

Sandy Johnson: The reason why Will didn’t do the scene was because he was a young child and I was topless and it wasn’t appropriate for a child to be seen doing murder, at least not back in 1977 or 1978 when we filmed the movie. And Debra Hill had little, tiny hands and she was a very hands-on person on set, and she was the one that you see grab the knife, pick up the mask, and stab me to death.

Scotty McCoy: Speaking of Debra Hill, what was it like working with her?

Sandy Johnson: She was very nice. Very friendly. She was also very business-like; she knew what she wanted and worked with us to get the scene to what she wanted. Both she and John Carpenter were very hands on and just knew what they wanted and how they wanted it.

Scotty McCoy: Was the knife that Debra used a real knife or a prop knife?

Sandy Johnson: I believe it was a real knife.

Scotty McCoy: Did she have the mask on when using the knife?

Sandy Johnson: Yes, right when she picked up the mask, she would put it on and she wore it for the rest of the scene. It just was able to set the mood for the scene and so she can get into character.

Scotty McCoy: Did she have a camera that was used behind the mask to mimic young Michael Myers POV through the mask’s eyeholes?

Sandy Johnson: Actually, no. The eyehole POV shot was all done in post-production when the film was completed and taken to the editing room.

Scotty McCoy: Was the on-set atmosphere spooky at all? Like, did it feel all suspenseful when you were filming your scenes?

Sandy Johnson: I would say yes, primarily because, unlike on a real set, there weren’t a lot of people in the room with me. It wasn’t a big room, and it was dark. I couldn’t really see those who were in the room, but I could hear them coming up the stairs, going down the stairs, coming from around the corner, and things like that. So, it did become sort of creepy as things would just creep up on you, especially when you are trying to get into the mental state of practicing your performance and trying to remember everything you were supposed to do and were told to do.

Scotty McCoy: What was John Carpenter like as a director?

Sandy Johnson: He explained his vision really well and how the mood of the scene should flow. He even imitated the direction he wanted me to face for the scene. And he was a nice guy.

Scotty McCoy: What was your most memorable moment of filming Halloween (1978)?

Sandy Johnson: The most memorable, hmm, I would have to say when I was upstairs, humming to myself, and brushing my hair, it was all nice and quiet, and then I had to turn around and a knife was coming at me. That whole scene was so suspenseful, so I enjoyed every aspect of it.

Scotty McCoy: What was the best part of filming Halloween (1978)? And what was the worst?

Sandy Johnson: The most fun part about filming Halloween (1978) was the downstairs scenes. It was fun and playful, plus my boyfriend was good looking (laughs). The worst part would have to be the blood pellets that I had to smash against my chest would stain my skin, so they had to be scrubbed off in between takes to keep with the continuity.

Scotty McCoy: Oof! So, you had to smash the blood pellets into yourself when performing your death scene?

Sandy Johnson: Yes. I had pellets on the inside of my hands so when I slapped my hands into my chest, they would break. If you go back and watch Halloween (1978), look closely and you’ll be able to see I am slapping my chest.

Scotty McCoy: I am going to have to go back and watch that now (laughs). We know and already established that Halloween (1978) was such a low budget film. What was the environment like due to it being made on such a low budget? Was it stressful? Was it easy? Was it fast paced?

Sandy Johnson: It was very fast paced. It wasn’t stressful, it was actually really fun. But it was very busy because they were still fixing up the house from the scenes that they already shot since those scenes the house was dilapidated. But for my scenes, the house had to look new and lived in. So, they were quite busy putting on the finishing touches to the house which made the environment pretty fast paced to be in.

Scotty McCoy: Have you seen all of the other Halloween (1987) films in the franchise? And, if so, which one did you like the most and which one did you like the least?

Sandy Johnson: I hadn’t seen any of the other films until about six or seven months ago from the time we are conducting this interview. I realized that I should see them all as I’m a part of that franchise, but I still have yet to see Halloween III: Season of the Witch (1982) and Rob Zombie’s Halloween (2007) and its sequel, Halloween II (2009). I do plan on seeing Halloween III: Season of the Witch (1982), but I am not into heavy gore, so I’ll probably not see the Rob Zombie films. I really did like them all, but if I had to choose, I would say either Halloween II (1981) or Halloween (2018). I also enjoyed Halloween H20: 20 Years Later (1998).

Scotty McCoy: The last question I have for you is simple. Are there any social media accounts or Websites that fans can keep up to date on your career, keep in touch with you, or even buy some merchandise of yours?

Sandy Johnson: I am on Facebook at The Real Sandy Johnson. Instagram, I am on there as unicornsandyj. I got that name from my agent who was looking for me for years and years and then he randomly came across me and said I was like his unicorn, a mythical, magical creature (laughs). So, he always calls me his unicorn. I also do have a website where fans can buy autographed photographs, send me things that can be signed, they can watch my videos and podcast interviews, etc. The website’s link is unicornsandyj. com. And I don’t have a Twitter or a Snapchat or any of those other sites.

Scotty McCoy: Awesome. I thank you so much, Sandy, for taking the time out of your schedule to join me for this interview.

Sandy Johnson: Thank you for having me. I thoroughly enjoyed doing the interview and hope to meet you at a convention one day.


Ana Alicia

“Nurse Janet,” Halloween II (1981)

Scotty McCoy: Hi Ana, how are you doing today?

Ana Alicia: I am doing wonderful Scotty! Thank you for having me!

Scotty McCoy: Not a problem at all. Going all the way back, how did you get your start into acting?

Ana Alicia: (Laughs) Okay! We’re going there (laughs)! Where do you want me to start? Age 3, 11, 13, 18, 21, or 28? These are the key periods of my acting life.

Scotty McCoy: Start right from the beginning (laughs)!

Ana Alicia: Alright! At age 3, I began dancing for my dad. He made me feel like I was the world. I would dance for all of his friends, which I would say was my first venture into the entertainment world. Then, at age 9, I would dance for all my mother’s friends to the song from the film Goldfinger (1964). At age 11, someone came into my English class, and they asked if anyone would like to fill in for a competition play, as the girl had dropped out and that you need to learn the lines in one night as the play starts tomorrow. I don’t know why I even raised my hand, but I did, and the play was called Marriage-Go-Round (1958), and then the next day I was in front of hundreds of students and judges at this school competition show.

The role was that of a Swedish girl, and I had to do a Swedish accent and all for this part. I did well and this shy girl that was always behind books got thrown into the acting department. From that point on, I have done things like Our Town (1938) and the teacher, Mrs. Card, took interest in me. That was the beginning of all of it.

Then, by the time I graduated high school, I had done all the musicals where I’d always play the vixens by the age of 17. After high school, it was a done deal that I’d go to Wellesley College for school to become a lawyer, which I did, and the first three months of being at Wellesley, there was a play titled Miss Sympathy (1970), and I auditioned and got the lead. I came home during summer break and there’s this new dinner theater opening up in El Paso. They heard of me and called me. They asked me if I would want to get paid $500 a week to do all the plays at night and it was only from 7:00 to 10:00 at night. I ended up leaving Wellesley and gone on to work at this dinner theater to get my Equity Card and also got to work with people, such as Dana Andrews, and all the stars would come into this dinner theater from TV shows, like Gilligan’s Island (1964) and The Beverly Hillbillies (1962), and even Gavin MacLeod came in. I was supposed to go to Law School, but before I did that, I decided to check out Los Angeles at 20 years old. I would take my LSAT while I am here. While doing that, I am going into different agent’s offices saying, “I got no pictures and I am nobody, but could you represent me!” All the agents would slam their door in my face. I eventually got signed by a guy named Carlo Salvorado and he got me my first job as a lead on a soap opera. And that’s how it all started!

Scotty McCoy: What was your audition like for Halloween II (1981)?

Ana Alicia: Well, Rick Rosenthal, who was in my acting class, and his wife, Nancy Stephens, who he was just dating at the time, also was in our acting class. He directed the film. And he asked me to come out to read for the part and I did. He already knew he wanted me. It was just a formality for those producers that didn’t know me. Funny thing is that most of the people in the film were in the acting class, me, Nancy Stephens, Leo Rossi, Gloria Gifford, and Lance Guest. I got the role, of course, and I thought after I accepted, “Oh my God! I am going to be in a horror film! What are my children going to think one day when they see me in a horror film?” Then, once sanity reached my head, I thought that I’m going to do my first little movie with my good friend, Rick, and then I signed on to do it.

Scotty McCoy: What did you think when you saw it for the first time?

Ana Alicia: When I first saw it in theaters, I was traumatized and thought to myself, “My children, one day, what are they going to say seeing me in this!” I thought about the blood, and there was barely any blood to begin with compared with today’s tropes in horror films and being involved in this slasher film.

Scotty McCoy: Have your children seen the film?

Ana Alicia: My daughter was 13 and my son was 11, a proper age to show your children horror films, and I showed them it. I never even told them I was an actress. So, I sat them down to watch this. What I thought at the time was this horrible, horrible horror film titled Halloween II (1981), and after it was over, they were like “That’s it? That’s what you were carrying on about? That was all the horror you were going on about?” (Laughs) It was like by the time they grew up, things were more horrific to watch and much bloodier and gorier.

Scotty McCoy: What was your death scene like?

Ana Alicia: When shooting my death scene, when Dick Warlock, who played Michael Myers, put the retractable syringe in my head, and I was supposed to fall down, I hit my head off the corner of some object, possibly a desk. It was more like my eye. And the rest of the shoot, I had this big bump on my eye. I was bloody, bleeding everywhere. Rick called for a cut and asked if I was okay, and I went to the hospital and got some stitches. When I was lying on the floor, I told Rick to hurry and get a shot of the blood by my eye to use as it was real blood and could’ve been good footage, but he never used it. So, if you notice in a lot of scenes that I am in, particularly when we are in the break room and Leo Rossi’s character keeps cursing; they are shooting it from the side where my eye isn’t bruised because of continuity purposes (laughs).

Scotty McCoy: What was the best part about filming Halloween II (1981)? And what was the worst?

Ana Alicia: It was pretty cool getting to watch Jamie work. She is a top-notch actress, so seeing her work was brilliant. The worst would have to be nearly dying when acting in my death scene (laughs), although it does make for a good story over 30 years later.

Scotty McCoy: Are there any crazy stories from filming Halloween II (1981)?

Ana Alicia: I met someone, can’t say who, but I met someone, and we went onto his plane, and we did upside down loops in the sky. It was fun, really fun, but dangerous too (laughs).

Scotty McCoy: What was it like working with Dick Warlock?

Ana Alicia: He’s super sweet. Super nice guy. It’s funny because he carries his mask everywhere (laughs).

Scotty McCoy: How was Rick Rosenthal as a director?

Ana Alicia: He was great. He’s a genius director, great producer, and wonderful human being.

Scotty McCoy: So, what was it like being the cause for Mr. Garrett’s death scene?

Ana Alicia: Don’t you put that death on me (laughs). I didn’t know how to work that damn walkie talkie, plus I had to get back to work (laughs).

Scotty McCoy: Because of the new timeline in Halloween (2018), if asked to reprise the role of Nurse Janet, would you?

Ana Alicia: At this point in my life, I would do almost, and yes that’s almost, anything. Not anything, but almost anything. Because it is one of those things that it’s either now or never. Life is too short to not do things that can make you happy. So, yes, I absolutely would!

Scotty McCoy: Well, there you have it. We would have you back in Halloween (1978) if asked. Listen to her Jason Blum (laughs). Thank you, Ana, for joining me for this interview.

Ana Alicia: (Laughs) Absolutely. The pleasure was all mine!


Alan Howarth

Musical Composer/Sound Designer, Halloween II (1981) through 6 (1995)

Scotty McCoy: Good afternoon, Alan. How are you doing this fine afternoon?

Alan Howarth: I’m doing wonderful, Scotty. Thank you for having me here to do this amazing interview with you for your book and podcast!

Scotty McCoy: Not a problem at all. The honor is truly mine.

Alan Howarth: Well, thank you!

Scotty McCoy: It’s the truth. You were the musical composer and sound designer for Halloween II (1981) through Halloween 6: The Curse of Michael Myers (1995). But before you got those gigs, you had to get involved with becoming a musical composer and sound designer. How did that all get started and come about?

Alan Howarth: It honestly wasn’t planned at all. It was one of those “you know somebody that knows somebody that knows somebody” situations. At first, I was in Cleveland, and I was a rock and roll guy. I played in some of the most popular bands at the time. We were produced by a guy named Bill Simsdick, who later went on to produce bands like The Eagles. At that time, I was always drawn to synthesizers and equipment, that kind of stuff, and I then started a little synthesizer shop in Cleveland. Through that I met a Jazz band called Weather Report where I became their keyboard synthesizer guy. That ended up getting me to Los Angeles and another Ohio buddy of mine, who also moved out to Los Angeles, was working for
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