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Because every girl needs a knight in shining armor, 
and every guy wants to be a knight in shining armor








  
  Introduction To The Draoithe Saga
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Draoithe Saga



Steamy hot, wickedly delicious paranormal romance, magical realism, and urban fantasy stories set in a dream to live for!
Those who come to Draoithe aid in the fight to restore the magical balance of the dream, one couple at a time. 
Grab a good drink, curl up in a good seat, choose a book from the Saga, and escape into the dream while you meet the men and women who call it home. 
Draoithe is a world in which myths, legends, and fairytales walk among the strange and wonderful. 
They often find balance in a lifemate, and the magic from the past lives again! 
Welcome to the dream...
Steamy Urban Fantasy and Paranormal Romance Stories with Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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A Note from Ophelia Kee

Note to the Reader: 
A saga is defined as a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative often found in Old Norse or Old Icelandic. It’s a form of the novel in which the members of a social group chronicle a long story detailing a dramatic history. 
Compartmentalized in several miniseries for easier reading, the Draoithe Saga tells the story of the founding of an immortal kingdom in the Leaindeail to combat those responsible for unbalancing the magic of the dream. It’s told through the eyes of those connected with its creation and the readers see the story through tales of couples who find hope through their connection to Draoithe. 
The central time frame is the year 2016, although pertinent information from the past reveals itself as the characters understand it. The central place is an eerily familiar yet magical realist, Tyler, Texas. As the tale draws out, other kingdoms set in other locations interact with the Druid pack to bring about the end of Peter Elliot and restore the balance of magic, so those tales, too, became a part of the Draoithe Saga as well. Cameo appearances of characters from other tales are common. Overlapping scenes from the events often relates alternate perspectives as the story unfolds. 



Watch the trailer, research videos, vlogs, and more on YouTube.
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Subscribe to Ophelia Kee on YouTube
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Vampire Knight
Royal Council Volume 1
Every girl needs a knight in shining armor
Vampire Knight follows the story of Andrei Alexandrescu, a vampire desperately seeking help for his Vjestice princess after their enclave is destroyed. Andrei turns to the Draoithe, a group of powerful shifters, for aid. However, he soon learns Draoithe harbors immortals with powerful magic, which could put a man with his secrets in grave danger. But leaving isn’t an option.
Upon his arrival, Andrei faces a hostile reception from Fox, who held a personal vendetta against vampires. In order to convince the others to help his cause, Andrei must overcome numerous obstacles and prove that adding two homeless vampires to the pack is worth the gamble.
Just as he’s grappling with these challenges, Andrei meets the captivating Nadine Cruz, an eagle shifter who captures his heart. But when Andrei finds himself in a compromising no-win situation, he must decide whether to reveal his true identity as a zduhaci unbound and risk everything for a chance with Nadine.
Vampire Knight is volume one in the Royal Council miniseries in the Draoithe Saga by Ophelia Kee. A tale of danger, romance, and sacrifice is set in a world where magic and creatures of the night coexist. Will Andrei succeed in his mission, win Nadine’s heart, and ultimately realize his destiny? Or will the secret magic he wields finally see his destruction? Find out when you read Vampire Knight.

It's more than a story; it's an experience. Welcome to the dream…

Urban Fantasy with Steamy Paranormal Romance and Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC! 
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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Andrei Alexandrescu


Andrei Alexandrescu is a vampire knight with a secret. He is creati, an unbound dragon man with the magic of vampire royalty. Since the breaking, creati men have been outlawed and hunted into extinction. He serves his princess as her personal guard, but unlike other promiscuous vampires, he refuses the sex play. When the evil minions of Peter Elliot destroy the enclave, he saves his princess and escapes to Draoithe.
Andrei Alexandrescu
AKA: Fangs
Smells like: cool rain in moonlight
IT specialist Of Draoithe
Mate: Nadine
Black hair
Blue eyes
5‘9“ tall
150 lbs
227 years old
Vampire- zduhaci unbound
Arriving at Draoithe, Andrei meets an eagle shifter. Her company is more than he wanted from any woman in over two hundred years, but he has no home, no employment, no position in any society, and when his Princess releases him from her service, he must await the pack’s decision to allow him to join and serve the kingdom. The Philippine eagle shifter learns they have a lot in common. But when a panther nearly kills a man, Andrei must save him by turning him into creati. Can he prove himself to Nadine and win an eagle, or will revealing his magic lead to his end?
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Nadine Cruz


Nadine Cruz had to get out of Seattle before her stalkers caught her slipping. Her lifelong fight against insomnia was bound to cause her to make a mistake. When she heard of Draoithe, she fled to Tyler, Texas, to seek refuge with a small band of immortals at a place called Draoithe. Her computer skills offered her a niche within the group, but it was the quiet, handsome vampire who stole her heart.
Nadine Cruz
AKA: Nadine
Smells like: lavender and chamomile
IT Specialist Of Draoithe
Mate: Andrei
Brown hair
Golden eyes
5‘4“ tall
135 lbs
38 years old
Vjestice/Philippine eagle shifter
Nadine Cruz is an IT specialist who strikes up a conversation with a vampire who is also well-versed in computers and information systems. They work well together and one thing leads to another, as the story goes. Magic calls to Magic at Draoithe.
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Dear Reader, 

Vampire Knight is Volume 1

in the Royal Council Miniseries.

I hope you enjoy it all.

For more information, 

please join my group of

Newsletter Friends
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Newsletter Friends


Welcome to the dream...









  
  On Behalf of His Princess

Javier


Javier heard her call and looked up to find Isabell riding a thermal high in the sky. He saw Eli stalking Luke in the shadows of the tree line. Artie must have stopped to sniff something.  
Then he heard Artie yelp, and he was running. He passed Fox, who was running to Artie as well. The sun was setting as they raced toward the sound of Artie whimpering.
He found her cowering against a tree, a man leaning over her. The stranger wasn’t touching her. 
She snarled in pain at him. Her small sharp teeth were intent on lacerating the man she thought threatened her. 
She was holding her paw off the ground, not putting weight on it. Had the man hurt her? Javier shifted back into a man. 
“Back away from the fox, and explain yourself.” 
Javier demanded as Fox slunk into the space snarling, his body low to the ground, prepared to kill the man he thought had hurt his mate. Javier didn’t like that someone had invaded what was to be their sanctuary, and he wanted answers. 
The man turned to face Javier. He put his hands up and backed away from both Artie and Fox. Fox slipped in between the man and Artie. Fox was still growling low, showing his fangs. 
Artie was everything to Fox. The other man’s life was in danger. Fox had killed for Artie before. He wouldn’t hesitate to do it again. Eli and Luke came up behind the man, and Isabell dropped out of the sky to land lightly in the trees behind Javier.
“Stop where you are and start talking. It better be the truth, or the red fox there will rip you to pieces.” Javier told the man calmly.
The man was tall and slender with coal-black hair and deep blue eyes. Slightly pointed ears and an angular face gave him a definite masculine feeling, but he was femininely beautiful. 
His pale white skin offered a sharp contrast to his hair and eyes. His clothes, covered in dirt and leaves as if he’d been sleeping under the forest floor, were of a fine quality. What the hell was going on?
“Who are you?” Javier asked the man, who was likely to become fox food in a few minutes.
“I’m Andrei Alexandrescu, and I swear I didn’t touch the white fox. It startled me just before sunset. When I moved, it jumped away and got its paw twisted in the roots of the tree. I was only trying to help it when you arrived.” 
His eastern European accent made his words strange. He was telling the truth. The man’s fear was clear, even though he had a more powerful bearing about him. 
Fox turned his back on the man to nuzzle Artie and lick her paw. He seemed to dismiss the man as no longer a threat. 
Luke padded around the man, sniffing him as he moved to stand beside Javier. The big chocolate direwolf moved with calm assurance. The man, Andrei, froze. 
Smart. It wasn’t wise to irritate a wild dog large enough to put humans on the menu. The pieces of the puzzle clicked for Javier.
Javier chuckled. 
“And the truth shall set you free. You’re a vampire, are you not?” Javier asked. 
The man’s countenance changed. His blue eyes turned red in the fading light as his fangs lengthened. His ears grew very pointy and elf-like. The nails on his hands extended into claws. He offered proof of Javier’s statement for all to see. Then he was simply a pretty man again.
The light rippled over Luke, and his alpha stood next to Javier. Andrei drew in a breath and fell to his knees. 
“Sanctuary, please. I have been searching for you. I need help. Princess Mihaela Dimitriu is with me, but she’s gravely injured. Please, I beg you. Sanctuary.” 
Javier studied the vampire as Luke did. How did he find them, and where was this princess? 
Isabell stepped close to Javier and brushed his arm with her feathers. She wanted to give this man what he asked for. Before Javier could look at Luke, Andrei began scrambling back away from Isabell.
“No flacari (Don’t burn me), please.” The man was trembling in fear. Isabell frightened him far more than Javier or Luke had done.
Eli hissed at the man from behind, and he sank onto his face in the dirt. The man sank onto his face in the dirt, defeated. His weakness became obvious at that point. 
Javier looked at Luke as his alpha growled in pity and disgust. Circumstances had broken this man, making a proud, powerful man weak. He had honor and integrity. Even broken, he’d still come in search of help. He sought sanctuary.
Luke nodded at Javier. 
I think this is your next problem. Grant him his sanctuary and get him to the cabin. We’ll meet you there. Let’s find out what’s going on. Let Isabell fly back. Eli will bring her clothes. I’ll bring yours. 
As his alpha’s words echoed in Javier’s mind, the light traced his friend back into an enormous chocolate direwolf, and Luke faded back into the trees, circling the man back to Eli.
Javier looked at Isabell. 
Fly back to the cabin. I’ll bring Andrei. He has a sanctuary. He’ll need blood. Can you pick up a rabbit or something on the way?
Isabell nodded and stepped into the twilight sky to hunt. Javier turned back to the shaken vampire. He seemed a little calmer now that Isabell was gone. He had his self-control back.
“Andrei, Luke, our pack alpha, has offered you sanctuary with the Druid pack. We have a shelter near here. I’m Javier. Can you walk with me?” 
Javier offered Andrei a hand to help him off the ground. Andrei accepted his hand and stood up.
“The phoenix will not burn me?” Andrei asked, hesitant concerning Isabell.
Javier laughed. “Not unless you harm something she loves. That was Isabell. She’s my mate.” 
He left the implication unspoken. Andrei was intelligent. He’d understand the warning.
“You are a keeper of the flames?” Andrei asked, surprised.
“I apologize. I don’t understand what that means,” Javier spoke easily. What was this crazy vampire talking about? Was his mind damaged?
“The phoenix turned you and gave you her flame.” Andrei tried to explain.
“I’m a direwolf. My alpha turned me, but I have the phoenix flame, so I guess I’m a keeper of the flames, as you say.” Javier smiled at that. 
Andrei frowned, confused. Javier couldn’t ease his confusion, so he walked in silence.
“My kind fears the phoenix. They are the last of the destroyers.” 
Andrei visibly shook as a shiver raced over him. The man was weak. The walk back was slow. Andrei seemed to still be in his right mind, so Javier questioned him.
“Tell me why you are here. How can the Druid pack help you?” Javier turned the conversation back to the looming matter at hand. He needed information.
“It’s a sad tale. Mihaela Dimitriu was… no, she is a princess.” 
Andrei straightened as he walked, remembering who he was and what his mission was. Javier liked him. He never thought he would think that about a vampire, but then he’d never known they were real until a couple of weeks ago.
“I’m her guardsman, a knight. Her life is my responsibility. Several of our people had gone missing over the last few months. We were a small enclave, only about twenty-five. We were investigating and came across Peter Elliot and Pillsanderz. When we got the message requesting any information on the same subjects, the Princess allowed the reply that we knew of him in exchange for knowledge about your pack.” Andrei sighed.
“They attacked the enclave. Many died. I don’t know who else escaped. Someone wounded our Princess and poisoned her. I got her to a safe house. I’m the one who requested refuge when the reply came back. My Princess will probably be angry if she believes I failed to follow her instructions.” Andrei looked stricken.
“I tried to contact the other enclaves I knew. I received no reply. Then the instructions for sanctuary with your pack came. I followed them exactly. I stayed at the safe house. The Princess’s condition worsened. She hasn’t taken blood since the attack. She hasn’t risen in three nights.” Andrei shrugged.
“We flew by private jet last night to the Dallas airport, and I rented a car to drive us to Tyler. I rented her a room. Then I came in search of your pack. I couldn’t get back to her before sunrise. I hid in the shadow of the big oak and buried myself under the forest floor. That’s when the white fox found me. Please, my princess needs your help,” Andrei beseeched Javier on behalf of his princess as they neared the cabin.






  
  Left the Hotel

Javier


The others dressed and waited at the cabin. The ladies turned their backs as Luke handed Javier his clothes. Javier saw Andrei eyeing two dead rabbits on the railing. One had talon punctures on its side. The other had fang marks on its neck. Luke picked up one and handed it to Andrei. 
“Eat.” 
Luke commanded the vampire. Allowing a weak man to starve was unacceptable, even if that man was a vampire.
“Javier, what’s up?”
“The girl’s in a hotel, alive, but comatose. Something happened to her involving poison. Elliot attacked their enclave. Andrei pulled her to safety. He’s a guard, a knight. She’s royalty. He followed Fox’s instructions and came here when she didn’t wake up. He tried to get help closer, but everyone else had gone radio silent.”
Andrei turned away from them to drink from the rabbit. He was wiping blood from his face as he eyed the other rabbit. 
Luke handed it to him without a word. It was obvious the man had neglected his own needs in favor of carrying out his responsibilities. Andrei knew the meaning of loyalty.
The vampire made a weird sign over the animal before turning his back on the group to drink the blood from the second rabbit. Fox raised an eyebrow and smiled. 
When Andrei finished, he walked to the side of the cabin and opened a hole in the soil with the toe of his shoe. He laid the rabbits carefully into the hole, made the same weird hand sign over them, and covered them over with the earth.
Luke looked at Andrei. 
“Take us to this princess of yours. Artie, do you know anything about healing vampires?” 
They walked over to the two trucks they’d driven in.
“I had the misfortune of learning some things, yes.” 
Luke raised an eyebrow when Fox growled. Stories for another time.
“Fox, can they stay with you until we figure out a better plan?” Luke asked. 
Fox looked seriously uneasy.
“Isabell and I will be there. I’m a keeper of the flames, and she’s a destroyer. There won’t be any problems.” 
Javier looked at Andrei, who nodded his acceptance of the situation and agreement concerning his behavior.
He understood the implication of trouble meant his demise. Fox’s curiosity at the new information won out over his reluctance to have houseguests, and he agreed to Luke’s suggestion even though if another solution been available, he would have preferred it.
“Where is she?” Eli asked.
“She’s in the Executive Inn and Suites. I’ll take you to her.” 
Javier felt sorry for the man. If Andrei made a mistake, the Druid pack could easily destroy the vampire and his ward. He was out of options, so he was taking dangerous risks. At least he looked better. 
The blood from the two rabbits had put some color on him, and he appeared less gaunt and haunted. He looked more like the powerful man Javier sensed in him before he panicked at the sight of Isabell as a phoenix.
Eli drove with Isabell upfront. Andrei sat between Luke and Javier in the back of the Moonlight. Fox and Artie, with her left wrist bandaged, followed them with the Midnight. 
They made their way to the hotel and went to room 107. Andrei used the key card, and they entered the empty room. He went straight to the bathroom and opened the door.
Mihaela Dimitriu appeared to be asleep in the bathtub. Her head was leaning against a pillow between her and the wall. A blanket covered her body. Her eyes were closed. 
She had long, glossy-black, wavy hair and a classic eastern European facial structure. She was pretty in the exotic way Javier found Isabell to be beautiful. Andrei had made her as comfortable as possible while trying to ensure her safety.
She was breathing. Her heartbeat was slow. 
Javier knew nothing about vampires. He could hear Andrei’s heart rate seemed similar to his own, so he was sure Mihaela’s slow heart rate wasn’t a good sign.
Andrei carefully picked her up and carried her to a bed in the room and laid her out. Her hair fell away from one ear, revealing a slight point the same as Andrei’s ears. The resemblance ended with pointy ears and black hair. Andrei and Mihaela weren’t relatives. 
He was almost feminine, with his pretty face and slender build and features. Only his underlying strength and facial hair ruined his prettiness. He was a beautiful man with a Calvin Klein male-model look.
Dressed in expensive designer clothes, the vampire woman in the tub had classic eastern European features. Her straight roman nose had a slight ridge in the center. Her eyebrows were full and thick. 
Her sallow expression and gaunt cheeks stole the exotic beauty from her. She was gravely ill.
Artie went to her side. Her compassion overcame her obvious reluctance. Javier made a mental note to find out why later.
“If she wakes, she’ll need to eat.”
“I’ll handle it.” 
Isabell kissed Javier on the cheek. She slipped into the hotel bathroom and came back as her phoenix. Andrei shrank against the wall as she passed by. His guise changed to reveal his fangs. Javier opened the door for her, and she stepped into the night sky and called to Javier. When she called again, he would open the door for her.
“Relax, Fangs. Isabell won’t burn you.” 
Artie’s hands were hovering over the vampire. White light leaked from Artie’s fingertips and flowed around Mihaela. 
“Can you save her, my queen?” Fox questioned Artie.
Artie let the magic wink out as she looked at Fox. 
“It’s poison, and it’s far gone. We need food. If we can do it, but it’ll take a while. Eli, can you dream walk to her? We need to tell her not to fight us. It’ll work faster if she’s calm.” 
Eli nodded, and Fox was already out the door with the truck keys, heading for the nearest fast-food restaurant. Eli laid down on the other bed, and Luke sat next to her. She closed her eyes and tried to reach out to the woman next to her. 
When she found her, Eli cringed. The woman was weak. Luke nodded to Artie. Eli had found the patient.
It was touch and go. He waited on pins and needles. Waiting sucked. For Andrei, it must have seemed an eternity, but Eli and Artie managed it. Mihaela wasn’t well, but she could stand and death was further away. 
They finally left the hotel behind a few hours before sunrise. 






  
  Drifted Off

Artie


When the bedroom door closed, Andrei turned to Artie. “Thank you for saving her.”  
He was sincere. She didn’t particularly like vampires. He seemed different.
“She is your maker, isn’t she?” Artie asked, wanting to understand why Andrei didn’t rub her fur the wrong way.
Andrei nodded.
“How old is she?” Artie asked, her curiosity demanding to be sated.
“She’s around four hundred and fifty years old. She turned me about two hundred years ago. I’m two hundred and twenty-seven years old.” Andrei answered, giving her more information.
“Her age saved her. Had she been younger and weaker, the poison would have killed her. How is she not bonded?” Artie asked, confused.
Andrei smiled a small, sad smile. “She refused all consorts. Vampires can bond with any consort, but they can only bond once. Mihaela didn’t wish to share power with any she didn’t love, so she never bonded. She was strong, but now I wonder if she should have bonded. She’s alone now, vulnerable.”
“What about you? She has you.”
Andrei grimaced and shook his head. “It’s not the same. Would you lie with your father? For us, it would feel as if I was sleeping with my mother, and she, her son. No, she waits for love, not just a lover. He’d have to be powerful. She’d never share her power with a weak male. It’s hard for a vjestice to balance between power and submission.”
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