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INTRODUCTION
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Holiness was not hidden to the Twelve Disciples and the first Christians. In fact, in my opinion, it is precisely because holiness was basic to their understanding of the Christian life that holiness is to some degree hidden for us today. What do I mean by that? Holiness imparted to all who receive Jesus as saviour was taken for granted, accepted as the only result of salvation in believers by the early Church, so much so that they did not write a great lot about it.

The erroneous teaching so many Christians live under today would have been simply ridiculous to them. For them such false beliefs would have been considered an effrontery to Christs suffering, death, burial, and resurrection on our behalf. With the exception of Paul’s explanation of the results of Jesus’ atonement in Hebrews nine and ten, most of the New Testaments references and teaching on holiness are indirect mentions. That is not an excuse for us. Proverbs 25:2 says, The honour of God is to hide a thing, and the honour of kings to search out a matter.

Revelation tells us Jesus has made us Kings and Priests unto God. Perhaps God secreted holiness to some degree in the New Testament, for discovery only by enthusiastic seekers. I have begun, in chapter one, with quotes from prominent early Church writers spanning the first 1600 years of Christianity, making it clear holiness, as taught by the first Christians, was transmitted to faithful men who were able to teach others also.
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CHAPTER ONE
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I am always surprised how one verse in Paul’s letter to Titus is either not seen, overlooked, or interpreted as something we must do ourselves. Chapter 1:15: Everything is pure to those whose hearts are pure. But nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, because their minds and consciences are corrupted. Here Paul is confirming the foundations of the life in Christ as accepted by the first Christians. He perceives of only two types of people in the World. The pure in heart – Christians, and unbelievers who are corrupted.

We will see the statements following agree with Paul’s pure within verse, and the New Testaments overall information about holiness. I ask the reader to spend time thinking about these teachings. Receiving them as truth will change your Christian life to a far better experience.

Ignatius of Antioch (c. 35–107)

“No man professing faith sins, nor does he that has love hate. The tree is made manifest by its fruit... it is not possible to profess Christ and practice wickedness.”
— Letter to the Ephesians 14

​Polycarp of Smyrna (c. 69–155 AD) “Stand firm in the faith, having received the grace of God that makes you holy; let no one lead you astray.”

The Epistle of Barnabas (early 2nd century)

“The way of light, then, is as follows: if anyone desires to travel to the appointed place, let him be zealous in his works. Therefore, this is the way of light... there is no wickedness in those who walk in it.”
— Barnabas 19

​Irenaeus of Lyons (c. 130–202 AD) 

“It is not he who is spiritual that is carnal, but he who is carnal has not received the Spirit. But they who truly partake of the Spirit are purified from all wickedness, and live unto God.”
— Against Heresies V.9.2
​Irenaeus of Lyons (c. 130–202 AD) “The Word of God became man that we might become holy; it is by His grace that the Gospel brings life to our souls.”

​Hippolytus of Rome (c. 170–235 AD) “The grace of God purifies the heart; let the Gospel shine in you, and you shall walk in holiness.”






Clement of Alexandria (c. 150–215)

“He who obeys the Lord and follows the prophecy given through Him is a man of God. Such a one is pure in heart and holy in body, having no evil in him.”
— Paedagogus I.2

​Tertullian (c. 155–240 AD) “Those who have been sanctified by Christ are holy; grace perfects them and preserves them from corruption.”

––––––––
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ORIGEN (C. 185–253)

“When a man has Christ dwelling in him, though the body is subject to death, the spirit is life because of righteousness. For it is not in the nature of the righteous to have wickedness dwelling in them.”
— Commentary on Romans V.10

​Eusebius of Caesarea (c. 260–340 AD) “The grace given through the Gospel heals the soul and enables it to walk in the path of holiness.”

Athanasius of Alexandria (c. 296–373)

“In the beginning wickedness did not exist. Nor indeed does it exist even now in those who are holy, nor does it in any way belong to their nature.”
— On the Incarnation 3.4
​Athanasius of Alexandria (c. 296–373 AD)
“The Word became flesh so that we might become holy; by His grace, the Gospel transforms our hearts
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BASIL THE GREAT (C. 330–379)

“Vice is contrary to nature, but virtue is natural. For man was created in the image of God, and in those who are holy nothing contrary to nature abides.”
— Homilies on the Psalms (Homily on Psalm 33)

Gregory of Nyssa (c. 335–394)

“The soul that has been purified from all wickedness and has put on the form of Christ is lifted above every passion; nothing contrary to nature remains in it.”
— Homilies on the Song of Songs 6

Gregory of Nazianzus (c. 329–390)

“Let us be made like Christ, since Christ became like us. Let us be made gods for His sake, since He for ours became man. For when Christ dwells in us, no evil abides in us.”
— Oration 1.5

John Chrysostom (c. 349–407)

“He that is in Christ is not only set free from sin, but is made righteous, and this righteousness abides in him. For as it is impossible for light and darkness to dwell together, so it is impossible for wickedness to remain in the soul that has Christ.”
— Homilies on Romans 7

Ambrose of Milan (c. 340–397)

“Where Christ is, there is no room for wickedness. In the temple of the Spirit, evil does not enter, for the soul is filled with grace.”
— On the Holy Spirit II.12

Augustine of Hippo (354–430)

“So far as a man lives according to God, so far he is righteous, and sins not. For in him the seed of God abides, and wickedness has no place.”
— Homilies on the First Epistle of John 6.9

​John Cassian (c. 360–435 AD) “Grace alone makes us holy; our labor in virtue is but the echo of God’s work within us through the Gospel.”

Cyril of Alexandria (c. 376–444)

“The life of those who are in Christ is a pure and holy life, in which no place is found for sin. For if Christ is in us, how can wickedness remain?”
— Commentary on John 15:4

Leo the Great (c. 400–461)

“The Christian is born anew, not to sin but to holiness. For the Spirit of God dwells within him, and where the Spirit is, wickedness cannot enter.”
— Sermon 22, On the Nativity

Gregory the Great (c. 540–604)

“When the soul is filled with grace, it cannot at the same time be filled with wickedness. The heart which is God’s temple admits no rival guest.”
— Moralia on Job XXI.11

Maximus the Confessor (c. 580–662)

“Nothing created is evil by nature, but by misuse of its natural powers it becomes the cause of evil. Yet he who loves God in truth cannot admit evil into himself, for love does not allow it.”
— Ambigua 7; Four Hundred Texts on Love I.79

Isidore of Seville (c. 560–636)

“The soul that is joined to God is without wickedness, for it lives by grace and not by sin.”
— Sentences II.16

​Bede the Venerable (c. 673–735 AD) “Evil finds no place in the soul made holy by God’s grace; the holy life is the absence of wickedness, not merely its avoidance.”

​Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 313–386 AD) “Those who are born again by the Spirit are cleansed; wickedness is not their nature, for they have become new in Christ.”

​Peter Chrysologus (c. 406–450 AD) “Those who walk in holiness are strangers to wickedness, for grace has cleansed them entirely.”

John of Damascus (c. 675–749)

“He was incarnate and made man... that He might deify us. For in those who are united to Him, wickedness is destroyed, and they are made holy.”
— Exposition of the Orthodox Faith III.2

Bede the Venerable (c. 672–735)

“In the heart of the faithful, Christ dwells through faith; and where Christ dwells, no wickedness can remain.”
— Homilies on the Gospels I.13

Bernard of Clairvaux (1090–1153)

“To be in Christ is to be at rest, pure, and without spot; for no wickedness dwells in His members. The soul that loves God is free from evil.”
— Sermons on the Song of Songs 83.4

Anselm of Canterbury (1033–1109)

“He who clings to God by love is righteous and holy; and in him wickedness cannot have dominion, for charity drives it out.”
— Proslogion ch. 1 (paraphrased from the context)

Peter Lombard (c. 1100–1160)

“Grace removes sin and makes the soul pure, so that in the justified man, wickedness has no place.”
— Sentences II.27

Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274)

“By grace the soul is cleansed from sin so completely that no stain remains. The justified have within them nothing of wickedness
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