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  Dedication


  This book is dedicated to my mother’s side of the family—the Dearing, Knox, Hume, Bay, Brooks, McClelland, and Broyles. Researching these families has been a challenge and a joy. I’ve discovered larger-than-life ancestors who were the Daniel Boones of their time—always on the frontier, pushing their way into new territory. They’re the adventurers I always wanted to be.


  Introduction


  Few people had heard of the phenomenon called “the internet” when I first logged onto CompuServe in May of 1986. Back then, family tree information was scarce, unorganized, and hard-to-find.


  Since then, millions of genealogy websites have sprung up. Some are well-known commercial sites like Ancestry.com <ancestry.com> and fold3.com <fold3.com>, but the majority are sites built by everyday genealogy enthusiasts who have a deep desire to share their family history with other seekers.


  In truth, the largest percentage of my genealogy breakthroughs have been the result of finding personal websites created by people researching the same family lines.


  Thanks to networking with other online researchers, I’ve made tremendous strides in discovering more about the Dimmitt, Snow, Broyles, and Knox families. And I’m confident that you can do the same, whether you’re facing a “Smith” challenge or delving into the mysteries of the pre-1850 censuses.


  If you’re just starting in internet genealogy, this book will provide dozens of techniques to help you amass names and dates. If you’re an old hand you’ll discover how to enhance those names and dates with maps, stories, music, news of the day, and photographs. There’s no end to what can be found.


  In addition to the techniques you’ll learn in this book, I’ve also created several videos that will work you through real-life search scenarios. You’ll find the videos at <familytreeuniversity.com/W5972-video>.


  Genealogy is a lifetime pursuit, so take your time as you work through each chapter, putting the strategies into practice. In the end you’ll be able to merge all that you’ve learned into a rich history of your family—a history that can be shared today and treasured tomorrow.


  I’d love to hear of your successes with the techniques in this book, so please e-mail me your stories at nancy@ancestornews.com.


  Happy hunting!


  Nancy Hendrickson


  San Diego, California


  @genealogyteach on Twitter
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  Building Your Family Tree


  You’ve probably heard a few stories about your family history. You may have been told a distant ancestor arrived on the Mayflower or your family’s lines go back to European nobility, Scottish rebels, or an Indian princess.


  Whatever the stories, they’ve sent you on a mission of discovery—to find the people who came before you.


  If you watched the popular television series Who Do You Think You Are?, you may have noticed a common theme running through nearly every story. Each actor gained an understanding of how connected he (or she) is to his past, and often the actor recognized how similar he is to his ancestors.


  As a science, genealogy is about proving the link from one generation to the next. As an avocation, genealogy provides hours of fascinating detective work. And as a philosophy, genealogy is, in the end, about self-discovery.


  As you make your way through this book, you’ll learn the “how-to” of the science as well as the fun of the chase. When you’re finished, you’ll have a deeper sense of who you really are.


  So let’s start with the science.


  BEGIN WITH YOU


  When you climb a tree, you start on the ground, work your way up the trunk, and then move out onto the branches. Use this same approach in genealogy.


  Start on the ground (with you); climb up the trunk (your parents and grandparents); then venture out onto the branches (past generations). The higher you go in the tree, the less stable the branches! The further you go back in genealogy, the more challenging the journey. So let’s start with you.


  You know you were born, but can you prove it with documentation? You probably have a birth certificate, hospital record, or maybe a newspaper birth announcement.


  If you begin documentation with yourself and carefully move backward, you’ll build a strong foundation from which to work. You may not realize it now, but as your genealogy research progresses you’ll see how having a solid (and provable) footing in each generation will lead to the clues that boost you higher up the tree.
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    Sample birth certificate, Cook County, Illinois, on FamilySearch.org

  


  Collect Documentation


  Start collecting “proof” or documentation of your life in your own home. This might be in the form of:


  
    	a birth certificate


    	newspaper clippings


    	military documents


    	birth certificates for your children


    	death certificates for immediate family members


    	marriage certificates

  


  As you’re looking for documentation about yourself, also look for documentation that provides information about your parents, grandparents, and more distant generations. In addition to the records listed above, look for:


  
    	journals and letters


    	family Bibles that list births, deaths, and weddings


    	deeds and wills


    	awards


    	photographs

  


  INTERVIEW THE RELATIVES


  Now that you’ve collected evidence sitting around your house, it’s time to interview your relatives. Begin with the oldest and work your way down to the youngest.


  Your oldest relative probably remembers tidbits of family lore that no one else knows. These memories can be a tremendous aid in helping with your research—or they may just be scattered bits of trivia like, “This is where your grandfather always bought gas,” or “Your grandma’s favorite meal was biscuits and gravy.” If the latter, save the tidbits for your family history book or scrapbook.


  Thanks to computers, it’s easy to interview relatives by e-mail. Or, if they don’t have e-mail, you can interview them by phone or in person. If possible, capture the oral interview on a digital recorder. Not only will the recording be a helpful resource as your research moves forward, but it also makes for a great family memento.


  During the interview process you may hear some fantastic tales like, “The family came over on the Mayflower.” For now, the stories are just that—stories until proven. However, family lore often has some basis in fact, although the facts have probably been embellished over time.


  For example, your family story may be that you’re descended from George Pickett, of the famed Pickett’s Charge. This may be true, but it’s also possible your ancestor served under Pickett during the Civil War or was a fellow cadet at West Point. Bottom line: there’s probably a Pickett connection, but not as a direct descendant.


  When interviewing, keep in mind that an elderly relative may not be able to sit and talk for more than an hour at a time.


  Before your interview, take time to prepare your questions and your plan of action:


  
    	Have a goal—know what you’re trying to accomplish.


    	Make a broad outline.


    	Prepare questions in advance.


    	Check your recording device.


    	Be flexible.

  


  If you know the person you’re interviewing well, you probably won’t need to ask icebreaker questions. However, for those relatives you don’t know very well—perhaps you see them only every few years or maybe you haven’t seen them since you were a child—take a little time to get reacquainted.


  What can you expect from an interview? Depending on the sharpness of your interviewee’s memory, you may uncover a previously unknown path of research. Or you may hear a tiny bit of a story that leads you to another clue and then another. One thing you can count on—you’ll always discover more in an interview than expected, particularly from older relatives.


  The key to a great interview is to be a great listener, connecting the pieces of a fascinating puzzle.


  For example, if your grandfather tells you he remembers his grandfather talking about prairie fires and buffalo hunts in Kansas, you know you’ll be doing some preliminary research about Kansas pioneers. In this case, your interview questions may be along these lines:


  
    	Do you know when the family was in Kansas?


    	Do you know how old your grandfather was at the time?


    	Where did the family move after Kansas?


    	Do you know why they moved away?


    	Do you know what year this was?


    	Did your grandfather ever mention the name of the town?


    	Did he say how long they lived in Kansas?


    	Did he mention where they lived before Kansas?

  


  This would also be a good time to ask if there are photographs of his grandfather, what he knows about siblings or parents, and what other stories he remembers his grandfather telling.


  In addition to asking for photos, ask if the relative has any documents that can help you with your research. Use the list of documents you searched for in your own house as a reference. Ask for photocopies of the records or scan them on your computer.


  
    TIP


    There are no unimportant details in an interview; one small detail you hear today may be the clue you need five years from now.
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    GedView genealogy application by David A. Knight

  


  GENEALOGY SOFTWARE


  You’ve done a lot of legwork so far, collecting documents in your home and from family members and conducting interviews. It’s time to assemble these sources and start building your family tree.


  You can record your family history research on paper and in notebooks, or you can record it on your computer using genealogy software. I recommend using a genealogy software program because it provides a built-in repository for your sources, your stories, and your interviews. Plus, as you add more people to your family tree, genealogy software will make it easier for you to track what you’ve discovered.


  Popular software picks for the PC are:


  
    	Ancestral Quest <ancquest.com/index.htm>


    	Family Tree Maker <familytreemaker.com>


    	Legacy Family Tree <legacyfamilytree.com>


    	Personal Ancestral File (PAF) <www.familysearch.org/​eng/​paf/​pafonline.asp>


    	RootsMagic <rootsmagic.com>


    	The Master Genealogist <whollygenes.com>

  


  and for Mac:


  
    	Family Tree Maker <familytreemaker.com>


    	Mac Family Tree <www.syniumsoftware.com/macfamilytree>


    	Reunion <www.leisterpro.com>

  


  After you’ve installed your software, consider adding a genealogy application (app) to your smart phone, iPod, iPad, or other device. This way you’ll always have a copy of your family tree with you, even if you don’t have your notebook or computer.


  Genealogy applications (apps) are available through both the iTunes <www.apple.com/​iphone/​features/​app-store.html> and Droid <https://market.android.com> app stores.


  If you want to access your genealogy from any computer with internet access, another option is to create a family tree online. You can build your online trees through sites like:


  
    	Ancestry.com <ancestry.com>


    	Genealogy.com <genealogy.com>


    	Geni <geni.com>


    	MyTrees.com <mytrees.com>


    	TribalPages <tribalpages.com>

  


  GETTING STARTED WITH CHARTS


  There are two common forms used to document a family tree: a pedigree chart (direct lineage) and a family group sheet (family lineage).


  A PEDIGREE CHART begins with one person and documents preceding generations in a direct line. This means the chart will include parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc. A pedigree chart does not include siblings or spouses.


  For now, your pedigree chart will begin with you as the primary person, then branch back to your parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc. Charts vary in size, but typically include four or five generations and fit on an 8.5 × 11-inch piece of paper. There’s a blank pedigree chart, labeled Five-Generation Ancestor Chart, in appendix C.


  As you progress in your research, you can use genealogy software to print wall-sized charts. Your chart will be generated on several pieces of paper that can be taped together. Or you can purchase a professionally printed chart of your entire family tree.


  A FAMILY GROUP SHEET documents one family unit: husband, wife, children, and spouses of children. It has blank spaces to fill in birth, death, and marriage dates as well as place of burial. There’s a blank family group sheet in appendix C.


  The pedigree chart gives you an overall look at where an individual fits into the entire tree, and it’s excellent to use as a quick reference. The family group sheet focuses on an individual’s family. Think of the two charts as wide-angle (pedigree) and zoom lenses (family group sheet).
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    Sample Pedigree Chart
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    Sample Family Group Sheet
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    Setting date preference, Legacy Family Tree software

  


  Tips on Filling Out Charts


  When filling in names on charts (either pedigree or family group) use standard (and consistent) naming conventions:


  
    	If the surname spelling has changed over time, record names with the earliest spelling first, the most current last (e.g., Breyhel/Breuel/Broyles).


    	Use a woman’s maiden name, not her married name.


    	If you use all caps for one surname (e.g., HENDRICKSON), be sure to capitalize all surnames.


    	Use quotation marks around nicknames (e.g., “Scooter”).


    	If a woman was married more than once, record her maiden name in parenthesis, followed by married surnames in order of her marriages: Marjorie Grace (Sadler) Hendrickson Dunn.

  


  If you’re using genealogy software, some of the naming conventions will be done for you or will be among the program’s options. Be aware that the method you use to enter names is how the names will appear when you run reports. If you don’t want the report to read something like John SNOW married Frances EASLEY, don’t capitalize surnames.


  Check your program’s Options to set your date preference. Dates can be another bugaboo for genealogists. The notation of month/day/year is standard in the United States but not elsewhere. If you’re adding dates to a chart by hand, be sure you use a consistent date format.


  DOCUMENTING WHAT YOU ALREADY KNOW


  Using genealogy software or the blank forms at Family Tree Magazine <familytreemagazine.com/FreeForms>, fill out a pedigree chart using the sources you found in your house and in the interviews you conducted.


  Start with you as person number one, your father as person number two, your mother as person number three. As you move up the chart (backward in time), this same numbering convention is used, i.e., each person’s father is double his own number and his mother is double his number plus one. You can see this numbering on the image of Ella Snow’s pedigree chart in this chapter.


  At this point, you may not be able to prove anything on the chart; understand that this is just a starting point.
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    Adding a master source to Legacy Family Tree software

  


  As you fill out the chart, you’ll quickly notice the gaps; there may be missing generations, unknown maiden names, and no dates or places. Anything you don’t know can be a jumping-off place for future research.


  CITING SOURCES


  Because genealogy is about proving the link between generations, you need to have sources that back up your claims. What are sources? They are the “who told me this” or “where I found it” part of genealogy research.


  Keep track of sources by properly citing them. (It’s not much different from the way you cited sources for research papers you wrote in school.) Like names and dates, your source citations should be consistent and standardized.


  As you find each piece of source material (documents, images, certificates, licenses, etc.), enter it into your software or notebook. Many of the genealogy programs use a source “wizard” to walk you through citing sources.


  Source wizards already contain templates about most types of source material, including:


  
    	personal blogs


    	commercial databases


    	websites


    	e-mails


    	newsletters

  


  If you use the wizard, your sources will always be documented consistently. If your software doesn’t have a wizard, or you’re documenting your research in a notebook, you’ll find information on citing source material at these free sites:


  
    	World Wide Words <worldwidewords.org/​articles/​citation.htm>


    	ProGenealogists Citation Guide <progenealogists.com/citations.htm>


    	Document Your Genealogy on the Polish Genealogical Society of America website <pgsa.org/​Research/​citationArticle.php>


    	EasyBib <easybib.com>

  


  A sample citation of the 1880 census found online at FamilySearch.org would read:


  
    The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, comp., “1880 United States Census and National Index,” FamilySearch (Online: Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2009), <familysearch.org/>, accessed 18 January 2012.

  


  WORKING WITH SOURCES


  Types of sources you may find are:


  A TRANSCRIPT. This is an exact copy of an original document. The transcriber typed it as is, with misspellings, punctuation errors, and all. Places where you may find transcriptions online are census, birth, marriage, and cemetery records.


  AN ABSTRACT. This is a summary of an original document. For example, an abstract of a will may include the names and dates and the important facts, but not the entire will.


  AN EXTRACT. This is a hybrid version of a transcript and an abstract. It doesn’t contain the entire document, nor is it a summary. It’s simply an exact copy of a portion of an original document.


  AN ORAL HISTORY. This is an audio recording of an interview.


  A DIARY OR LETTERS. This is a written account of specific events in an individual’s life or remembrance of past events. This may be the entire document or an excerpt.


  Evaluating Accuracy and Authenticity


  As you add sources based on your research, you’re not only noting where the source came from, you’re evaluating the source’s accuracy and authenticity.


  Evaluating information is an integral part of genealogy. How do you know if what you’ve found is 100 percent correct, 50 percent correct, just a little correct, or completely incorrect?


  As you research, one way to evaluate the accuracy of a document is to determine if it’s a primary or a secondary source.


  A PRIMARY SOURCE is a document created in the time period you’re researching and is a first-hand account of what happened. Examples of this are a marriage document signed by the clergyman who performed the ceremony, or a letter or diary written about contemporary events.


  A SECONDARY SOURCE is one created after the event and by a person not directly involved in the event. For example, a history book about the Revolutionary War is an interpretation of past events, and as such is a secondary source. Secondary sources are those created after the event happened.


  Just to start thinking about evaluating sources, how would you rate the accuracy of the following sources:
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    Tombstone that has deteriorated over time

  


  
    	Transcript of the 1850 federal census


    	Microfilm of the 1850 federal census


    	Your aunt’s recollection of your brother’s birth


    	Online family tree without sources


    	County history book written fifty to one hundred years after the death of the people about whom biographies were written


    	Book with transcripts of cemetery tombstone inscriptions


    	Information on a death certificate

  


  Which of these seven sources do you think are most accurate? Would you be surprised if I told you that none of them could be considered 100 percent accurate? Here’s why:


  
    	The transcriptionist could have made a mistake, by either misreading a name or transposing numbers or letters.


    	The census taker could have made a mistake, or the informant could have given false information.


    	Your aunt (particularly if she is elderly) could be confusing one brother with another.


    	A family tree without sources may provide clues, but there is no guarantee of accuracy.


    	A book written about people who died fifty to one hundred years before publication relies on secondary information; that is, information recorded or obtained either secondhand or a very long time after an event. Memory falters.


    	Tombstone inscriptions (particularly old ones like the one pictured) can easily be misread.


    	The person giving the information for the death certificate may have been a close family member of the decedent and so upset that she didn’t accurately remember dates and places.

  


  So if none of these sources are 100 percent accurate, what’s a person to do?


  
    	For starters, be aware that, as a family tree researcher, you’re going to constantly evaluate material for accuracy and, in some cases, degrees of accuracy. Some of the information in a document may be correct, some suspect.


    	Next, you can’t walk the road with the census taker double-checking his work, but you can try to corroborate his information with other sources like birth and marriage records, newspaper articles, or other official records.


    	Don’t assume something is accurate just because it’s in print or on the web. A vital records book, for example, listed the surname on a tombstone as Frankenberry. The name on the stone was Faulkenberry and it was easily readable. Either the stone was misread, or the transcriptionist made an error when transcribing notes.

  


  If you’re using genealogy software, it may even give you the opportunity to apply a “quality” or “surety” rating to the data.


  As you find information online, it’s important to accurately transcribe what you’ve found. For example, if you find a census record online and you’re transcribing it into your software or notes, transcribe it exactly as it’s written, mistakes and all.


  If you know there’s a mistake in the material (like a stepmother being listed as a mother), add your own notes in brackets [like this]. This denotes the material was not in the original source and is a note you added.


  As you can see, the question of accuracy and authenticity is critical. That’s one reason why it’s important for you to thoroughly document your research. Secondarily, well-documented sources make it easier for other researchers to take up the search where you might have left off.


  WHAT TO RESEARCH?


  After you’ve completed your interview(s), you should have quite a collection of data filled in on your pedigree chart and family group sheet. Armed with names, dates, places, and family tales, you can now decide what to research first.


  If you’re new to genealogy, you may be wondering how to make this decision. Take the new information and add it to your pedigree chart and/or family group sheets. The information is still not proven, but enter it into your software or handwrite it—and be sure to note the source.


  Begin by looking back over your pedigree chart. Your options for research include:


  
    	the best-known branch


    	your current surname branch


    	the branch with the most missing pieces


    	the branch you think contains the most records


    	the branch someone else in the family is working on


    	the branch you learned more about during an interview


    	the branch that interests you the most


    	the branch you think might hold a Revolutionary or Civil War ancestor
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    Pedigree chart, Calvin Dimmitt

  


  Using Calvin Dimmitt’s pedigree chart as an example, where would you begin? Questions to ask:


  
    	If Calvin Dimmitt was born in 1841, he would have been twenty years old at the outbreak of the Civil War. It’s possible you’ll find him in Civil War records and possibly find his wife in Civil War pension files. Learn how to search for military files in chapter ten.


    	If you pick Matilda West (Calvin’s mother), you’re facing a challenge. Nothing is known about Matilda’s parents. You do have a birth date and place, but nothing more. Maybe something could be found about her if you could find her marriage certificate. Learn how to search for vital records in chapter 5.


    	If you pick the Dimmitt line, you know they were in Baltimore. It’s possible you’ll find immigration records because Baltimore was a port of entry. Learn how to search for immigration records in chapter 12


    	If you pick the Chapman line (Bucks County, Pennsylvania) it’s possible you’ll find them in Quaker records because Bucks County had a large Quaker population. Learn how to search for local records in chapter 11.

  


  As you can see, there’s a lot to consider when embarking on a research project. Whichever line in your own family tree you choose to research, use the information from the papers you’ve found in your home, the interviews, and the family stories, and add to your pedigree chart.


  Remember: Regardless of which branch you begin researching, start with yourself and work backward. That means you are number one on a pedigree chart, and you are the first person added to either your software or an online tree-building site.


  Your goal now is to begin proving the link from you to your parents, then continue to document each generation back. This book will help you identify sources of evidence and show you where and how to find these sources.


  TAME THE PAPER TIGER (BEFORE IT EATS YOU FOR BREAKFAST)


  If you’ve been following along in this chapter, here’s where you stand so far:


  
    	You filled in a pedigree chart with what you know.


    	You’ve interviewed family.


    	You’ve picked a branch to research.

  


  Time to start actually researching? Almost. First, a word about organizing your research papers. Although you’re probably using genealogy software, paper will accumulate. For some people, piles of paper, for others just a little. Because you’re just starting out, now is the time to decide on an organizational system.


  An easy way to begin—and one most natural to researchers—is to organize by surname. Either make a file folder or a three-ring binder for each surname, then adopt the habit of filing paper as it arrives—not when it’s part of a foot-deep mess on your desk.


  Over time, you may run out of space in the folder. At that point you may want subfolders, divided into categories like military, marriages, deaths, etc.


  If you’ve been doing genealogy for a long time, you probably have a filing system (or not!). There are many ways to organize genealogy files, many of which are covered in Family Tree University’s Organize Your Genealogy online course <familytreeuniversity.com>.


  Taking time to organize may seem like a waste or paper overkill, but data, documents, images, certificates, and newspaper clippings all add up fast. Ask anyone who’s been doing genealogy for a few years, and I’m sure they’ll show you the stacks and stacks of paper that has accumulated! In a few months, when your papers are piling up, you’ll be glad you started off with a workable organizational system.


  TRACK YOUR RESEARCH


  If you wanted to, you could jump onto the internet right now, type a name into Google, and see where it takes you. Or you could have a research goal and a plan of action. Earlier in this chapter, you picked a family line to research. Now, looking at your pedigree chart, what information is missing? What’s your research goal?


  
    	a place of birth


    	a date of death


    	a maiden name


    	a marriage date


    	immigrant ancestor’s homeland

  


  Using one of the research forms at Family Tree Magazine <familytreemagazine.com/article/ResearchForms> or one you create yourself in Excel, list your goal(s) and then your progress.


  Most research logs include the following categories:


  
    	goal—what you want to find or prove


    	idea—sources that provide the information you seek


    	site—websites you searched (or will search) for sources


    	date—when you researched the site


    	results
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    Sample research log

  


  Right now, you may only be able to fill in the Goal and Idea categories, but not websites. Don’t worry about it. As you learn about and explore sites in this book, you’ll be adding a lot of them to your research form, including:


  
    	free data sites


    	commercial sites


    	forums


    	message boards


    	personal blogs and websites


    	government sites

  


  Why track the date of your search? Good genealogy websites are constantly adding new information; data that wasn’t on a site during your search today may be there a few months from now.


  After you’ve searched a site, add a future date to your calendar, reminding yourself to search the website again. Right about now, you may be shaking your head and thinking, more paper to deal with!


  True, keeping a research log may seem like a waste of time now. But in reality, it will save you time. And you can always use an Excel document instead of a piece of paper. While you do want to go back and check for new data, you don’t want to search through the same data more than once. For example, let’s say you searched for your family in the 1860 Cheshire County, New Hampshire, census, but they weren’t there. Without documenting this search, what are the odds that two years from now you’ll remember that you searched this particular census? Probably low. But a research log will remind you that the census was searched and the family had already moved on.


  START A “CLIP FILE”


  A clip file is a compilation of “like” things. For writers, it may be a collection of great headlines; for genealogists, a collection of great websites. As you research, you’ll begin to find valuable state and local resources that you’ll want to add to your clip file. Basically, you’ll begin creating a list of the best websites pertinent to the places your ancestors lived. Once you find these sites, they’ll become a permanent part of your online arsenal.


  Examples of valuable state resources:


  
    	The Handbook of Texas Online <tshaonline.org/handbook/online>


    	Kentucky Vital Records Project <kyvitals.com>


    	Illinois Statewide Marriage Index, 1763-1900 <cyberdriveillinois.com/​departments/​archives/​marriage.html>


    	New Hampshire Land Surveyor Records <www.sos.nh.gov/​archives/​archival.html>


    	Historic Maps of Delaware <archives.delaware.gov/​exhibits/​misc/​index.shtml>

  


  Where can you find valuable state and local resources?


  
    1.Use a search engine and type in a phrase like: connecticut genealogy or connecticut genealogy records online.


    2.Go to Cyndi’s List <cyndislist.com>, a compilation of thousands of genealogy resources. Find your state of interest and follow the list of resources.


    3.Go to the website for a state’s historical society and genealogical society, e.g., Georgia Historical Society <georgiahistory.com> or Minnesota Genealogical Society <mngs.org>. Not only is it possible to find records on these sites, you’ll also discover:


    
      •event announcements


      •special exhibits


      •link to archives


      •photos


      •classes


      •publications

    


    In addition, some facilities have staff available to do brief lookups for a small fee.


    4.Archives:


    
      •photos and images <www.usa.gov/​Topics/​Graphics.shtml>


      •documents <www.archive.org/​details/​USGovernmentDocuments>


      •National Archives classes <www.archives.gov/​research/​genealogy/​events>


      •National Historic Landmarks (Was your ancestor involved at events at any of these historic sites?) <www.nps.gov/​history/​nhl/​designations/listsofNHLs.htm>


      •USGenWeb <usgenweb.com> More on this site in chapter four, but for now it’s enough to say that this is the place to collect local and state websites.

    

  


  HAS SOMEONE ELSE ALREADY DONE THE RESEARCH?


  Before you launch into a major research project, take some time to see if someone else has already researched your family line. Thousands of family histories have been published; some you’ll find in a local library, others in FamilySearch Centers (FSCs) or the Family History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City. Even though these histories were produced as printed books, the contents of many have been digitized and a may be available online.


  The FHL is owned and operated by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The FHL’s collections include more than 2.4 million rolls of microfilmed genealogical records, 356,000 books, and more than three thousand electronic resources.


  FamilySearch Centers are the 4,500 regional arms of the FHL and are located across the globe. Each FamilySearch Center has its own genealogical collections, both digital and book formats. Patrons of a FamilySearch Center may order microfilms from the FHL for a nominal fee.


  A good place to begin your search is the Family History Library catalog <www.familysearch.org/​Search/​searchcatalog.asp>. After you’ve done a surname search, click the Show Locations button to get a list of all of the FSCs that have your book, as well as whether it’s available online as part of the Family History Archives <www.lib.byu.edu/fhc>.


  
    [image: ]

    Surname search, Family History Library catalog

  


  You can also click the name of any book to see if it’s available on microfilm or microfiche. If the book is on film, you’ll see a View Film Notes button in the top right corner of the screen; click this to get the film number, then order it at an FSC.


  The subscription site Genealogy.com <genealogy.com> also has an extensive collection of family histories. For a monthly or annual fee, you can search 7.5 million pages from genealogy journals, local histories, and primary sources. In total, this site has sixteen thousand titles from the United States, the British Isles, and Canada.


  Ancestry.com <ancestry.com>, another subscription site, lets you search the Periodical Source Index (PERSI), the largest subject index on genealogy and local history periodicals written from 1800 to the present. There are currently more than 1.7 million searchable records in PERSI.


  Keep in mind that PERSI is an index of articles, not the article itself. Once you find an article of interest, you can order it online from the Allen County (Indiana) Public Library <www.acpl.lib.in.us/​database/​graphics/​order_form.html>.


  Patrons of the Allen County Public Library may search the PERSI database online; others can access the PERSI database through a local library with a subscription to HeritageQuest Online.


  Another excellent online source for local history books is Google Books <books.google.com>. Google has digitized millions of books, some of which can be downloaded for free. Most of the digitized books show the table of contents and brief excerpts. If you find a book here that isn’t viewable online, check with your local library to see if it’s available via interlibrary loan.


  You can also search the online catalog at the Library of Congress (LOC) website <catalog.loc.gov>. If the LOC has a book you want, check with your local library to see if it’s available through the interlibrary system.


  When searching for a family history, it’s possible you won’t find an entire history about your family, but it is possible that your family will be included as an allied family in another book.


  REACHING OUT TO FELLOW RESEARCHERS


  At this point, you may be thinking that researching your genealogy is an impossible task. It’s not, partly because you won’t have to do all the work yourself. In fact, it’s likely that someone else has already started researching your family tree. That means you can share files, exchange old photos, and even split up research tasks.


  If you’ve ever been to a genealogy library, you’ve seen the family history books written by people just like you. These books document a single family (or allied families) through a specific period of time.


  Allied families are those who maintained a close connection throughout a lengthy period of time or in a specific locale. For example, the Wilhite and Broyles family both immigrated to America in 1717 from Germany. Over time, they intermarried and traveled together to Tennessee and finally to Missouri. Names of allied family members can often be found as witnesses on wills, on land transactions, in court cases, and in probate files.


  Being online is kind of like being in a genealogy library, but instead of being surrounded by family history books, you’ll be surrounded by a lot of family history researchers—many of whom are researching your family. The odds of meeting them are better than good.


  If this seems impossible, consider this: The number of your direct ancestors (parents, grandparents, etc.) doubles with each generation. By the time you go back ten generations, you’ll have 1,024 direct ancestors. Assuming that your 1,024 ancestors had children, think of the number of people today who could be searching for your family. Chances are there’s a seventh or eighth cousin out there who would like to find you!


  In chapter thirteen you’ll learn the best online sites to find genealogy cousins and how to leverage the power of networking. For now though, just be aware that research about your family probably exists somewhere online—it’s just a matter of finding it.


  YOUR RECORDS CHECKLIST


  For the most part you’ll be searching for census and vital statistic records (birth, marriage, death), but there are a lot of other types of records to search.


  Just so you won’t forget to check other, less obvious sources, we’ve created a Records Checklist for you to use. The checklist is a compilation of record types ranging from World War I draft cards to school report cards and voter registrations.


  Make as many copies of the Records Checklist as you’d like, and use one for each person you’re researching.


  
    [image: ]
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  Computer Basics for the OnlineGenealogist


  With each passing year, more genealogy data comes online. Although commercial sites like Ancestry.com, Fold3.com, and Archives.com provide millions of documents for subscribers, smaller personal, county, or state websites are adding data at an astonishing rate.


  WHAT’S ONLINE, WHAT’S NOT


  In Illinois, you can search a database of the state’s Civil War veterans; for those with Texas ancestry, there’s a searchable site of people owed monetary or other kinds of restitution from the Republic of Texas. Or your Massachusetts kinfolk might be listed in the Archives Collection that dates back to 1629.


  Personal sites (including blogs) may contain data, documents, images, or family stories of the people in one of your surname lines. In chapter three you’ll learn how to become an expert searcher, tracking down these personal sites with ease.


  Despite the diversity and depth of information found online, you still can’t find everything there … yet. Why? Because “everything” hasn’t been posted online. As you become more experienced with family history research and your search moves further back in history, you’ll begin searching for more advanced records, including land records, wills, and probate records because physical belongings and land holdings have been much better documented over time than some other types of records. In your search, you may find an index to wills or an abstract of a will online, but it’s rare to find a scan or complete transcript of the will itself. The same holds true for probate files. If you’ve ever burrowed through a dusty courthouse attic, pulling out handfuls of loose, crumbling papers from a probate file, you’ll understand the difficulty of getting these types of records online.


  It takes a lot of work to turn a pile of old records into an online database. Transcribing and uploading documents often falls to volunteers. Over the years, Phyllis Fleming, for example, has worked to save old records stored in the Shelby County, Indiana, courthouse. You can see the fruits of her labor at the Shelby County site on USGenWeb.com <shelbycountyindiana.org>.
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    Sample will, USGenWeb, Shelby County, Indiana

  


  Because you can’t find everything online, at some point in your research, you’ll have to turn to books, microfilms, county courthouses, and other researchers to complete your work. But until you reach that time, there’s still plenty for you to find online.


  Computer-based research makes it easier to save, download, and organize your data. But to take advantage of this, you’ll need some basic computer skills. This chapter is designed to help you with the essentials.


  FIRST, A FEW TERMINOLOGY BASICS


  
    	BROWSER: A browser is a software program that allows you to visit websites. The most common browsers are Internet Explorer, Firefox, Google Chrome, Opera, and Safari. None of these are “the internet”—they’re just the software that allow you to access the internet.


    	CLOUD COMPUTING: Cloud computing is the concept of online storage for all of your documents and files, making it easy to sync to all of your digital devices.


    	DESKTOP: The desktop is the main background on your monitor (screen). It consists of a background picture or “wallpaper,” any program shortcuts you have created, and the taskbar.
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    Windows desktop

  


  
    	DIRECTORY: Also known as a folder, a directory is a collection of files. Directories can contain subdirectories. For example, “My Documents” is a directory and “My Pictures” is a subdirectory of “My Documents.”


    	HARDWARE: The hardware is the physical part of the computer.


    	PROCESSOR: The processor is the part of the computer that runs the programs.


    	SEARCH ENGINE: A search engine is an online service that finds and indexes web pages, then returns the most relevant results based on your search query.


    	SOFTWARE: Software is the nonphysical part of the computer (your programs).


    	TASKBAR: The taskbar runs along the bottom of the screen, or you can move it to the side or the top by clicking-and-dragging. You can access the Start menu from the taskbar and add program shortcuts so a single click will open a program.

  


  KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS


  Windows users can do specific tasks using either menus or keyboard shortcuts. For example, if you highlight a word and right-click, you have the option to “copy” that word. Instead of using the right-click option, you can also copy the highlighted word by pressing Control-C on your keyboard (CTRL-C).


  
    [image: ]

    Windows taskbar

  


  The most commonly used keyboard shortcuts on PCs:


  
    	WINDOWS KEY = Used to access the Start menu, the Windows key is usually found on the bottom row of the keyboard, between CTRL and ALT (Control and ALT) and has the Windows logo.
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    The Windows key

  


  
    	WINDOWS KEY + F = Opens the Search window


    	WINDOWS KEY + F1 = Opens the Help and Support Center


    	WINDOWS KEY + E = Opens Windows Explorer


    	WINDOWS KEY + TAB = Moves through open windows on the taskbar


    	CTRL + ESC = Opens the Start menu


    	CTRL + C = Copy


    	CTRL + X = Cut


    	CTRL + V = Paste


    	CTRL + A = Select All


    	CTRL + Z = Undo


    	CTRL + B = Bold highlighted text


    	CTRL + U = Underline highlighted text


    	CTRL + I = Italicize highlighted text


    	CTRL + PLUS KEY (+) = Increases the text size in your browser


    	CTRL + MINUS KEY (-) = Decreases the text size in your browser


    	CTRL + ALT + DELETE = Opens Task Manager


    	ALT + F4 = Closes the current window or program


    	ALT + TAB = Switches between open windows or programs


    	BACKSPACE = Moves up one folder level


    	HOME = Go to the start of current line or web page


    	END = Go to the end of current line or web page


    	F1 = In Microsoft Word opens Help window


    	F2 = Rename selected item


    	F5 = Refresh current window or web page


    	F5 = In Microsoft Word opens Find/Replace window


    	F6 = Move through window panes


    	F8 = In Microsoft Word, used to spell check

  


  Many of the shortcuts for Macs are


  
    	COMMAND + SHIFT + ? = Opens Mac Help


    	COMMAND + SPACE = Opens Spotlight Search


    	OPTION + SHIFT + COMMAND + ESC (HOLD FOR THREE SECONDS) = Force quit


    	COMMAND + A = Select all


    	COMMAND + S = Save


    	COMMAND + C = Copy


    	COMMAND + X = Cut


    	COMMAND + V = Paste


    	COMMAND + D = Duplicate


    	COMMAND + B = Bold highlighted text


    	COMMAND + U = Underline highlighted text


    	COMMAND + I = Italicize highlighted text


    	COMMAND + E = Eject


    	COMMAND + K = Connect to server


    	COMMAND + M = Minimize window


    	OPTION + COMMAND + M = Minimize all windows


    	COMMAND + N = New Finder window


    	COMMAND + O = Open selected item


    	SHIFT + COMMAND + T = Add to Favorites


    	COMMAND + Z = Undo/Redo

  


  NAVIGATING THE WEB


  

  

  
    	familytreemagazine.com is the name of the domain


    	article is the name of a directory on the domain


    	Seeking-Rescued-Slaves-1 is a page within the article directory
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  USING BOOKMARKS
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  SPEED DIALING MADE EASY


  

  

  
    	Google Chrome <chrome.google.com/webstore>


    	Firefox <addons.mozilla.org/​en-US/​firefox/​addon/speed-dial>


    	Internet Explorer (Speed Dial is not available for IE, but you may like XMarks) Find lots of cool add-ons <www.ieaddons.com/en>

  


  

  How to Save Information From the Web


  

  

  

  

  Web Pages


  

  
    	Select the File/Save or File/Save As menu item at the top of your web browser.


    	Copy everything on the page (Control-C or right-click/copy or Command-C for Macs), then save it to your word processing program or a Google Docs account <docs.google.com>. Google Docs accounts are free, and you can access the account from any computer that has an internet connection. While saving, be sure to also save the URL (web address) where you found the information; you’ll need the URL when creating a source in your genealogy software.

  


  Photos or Other Graphics


  

  SAVE YOUR DATA IN A CLOUD


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  SAVE AND SAVE AS


  

  
    	Where to save


    	Name of file


    	File format
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  WHERE DID I SAVE IT?


  

  

  
    	In Google Chrome, change the default download location under the Options menu (Options/Under the Hood).


    	In Internet Explorer 9 (IE9), click on the Gear icon in the upper right corner, then click on View Downloads. Next, click Options, then Browse. Navigate to and select (highlight) the folder that you want IE9 to use as the default download location, then click on the Select Folder button.
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    	In Firefox 3, go to Tools, then Options. Under Downloads, click Browse to change the default download location. Or, if you want to decide where to save the download each time, choose the option “Always ask me where to save files.”
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  ORGANIZE YOUR COMPUTERFILES


  

  
    [image: ]

    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    	Decide what directories you want. For example, do you want an umbrella Genealogy directory, with subdirectories of each surname or place name, and then sub-subdirectories of document types within each surname directory?


    	Navigate to the location (such as a hard drive, directory, or the desktop) where you want to create a new folder. Right-click a blank area on the desktop or in the folder window, point to New, and then click Folder. Type a name for the new folder, and then press Enter.


    	To add a subdirectory (subfolder) to the directory you just created, double click on the name of the new directory, then right-click to create a new folder.

  


  IS IT SAFE TO DOWNLOAD THIS FILE?


  

  
    	an historic map


    	a GEDCOM file


    	a free program

  


  

  

  

  
    	Kaspersky <usa.kaspersky.com>


    	Norton <norton.com>


    	McAfee <mcafee.com>


    	Malwarebytes <www.malwarebytes.org> (Free download, this software searches out “malware,” malicious software)

  


  

  

  
    	Automatically upgrade its virus database. This will ensure that the software knows all about the latest threats. If virus databases are not updated, a new virus can attack your system.


    	Automatically scan your e-mails.


    	Automatically scan downloads.


    	Automatically run complete scans of your system on (at least) a weekly basis.


    	If your software has an internet component (which most do), make sure it’s able to scan websites. When an antivirus program detects a virus on a web page, it typically pops up a warning message and won’t allow you to access the page.

  


  Five Tips for Staying Virus-Safe


  
    	Whenever possible, download software from an official site instead of a third-party site. For example, if you need to update your Windows software, you are far less likely to get a virus when you download the update from the official Windows site instead of using a third-party site run by a company you’ve never heard of.


    	Check the protection policies on the download site. For example, sites like cnet <download.cnet.com> scan every file uploaded to their servers using the latest security software. If you download from a software site, look for information on how the site guards your computer safety.


    	If you’ve received a file via e-mail, make sure your antivirus software scans it before opening. Even if you receive the file from a trusted friend, scan it because you have no way of knowing if your friend keeps his computer system virus-free.


    	Never open a file sent from someone you don’t know. If you receive an e-mail with an attachment from an unknown person, delete it immediately.


    	Watch out for executable files, such as those with names that include .exe, .bat, .pif, and .scr. An executable file performs a task, such as opening a program. If you download one of these, you are, potentially opening yourself up to anything on that file once you activate it. Scan it before opening. Sometimes hackers use a double extension on a file to trick you, such as.jpg.exe. Don’t be fooled. This is an.exe file.

  


  HOW TO SPOT SPOOFS AND URBAN LEGENDS


  

  

  WHAT’S NEXT?
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! Calvin Dimmi1t dled at his home in
the routh part of town a week ngo last
|Friday night of heart trouble and
rdropay. e had been in poor health for
almas} a year and was not sble to lie
down for soine Lime before his death,
Mr. Dimmitt was born in fndfana
seventy-six years ago, He wus married
to Miss Nancy Marcum August 5, 1360.
To thls union wpre born nine children.
Desldes the wife, fise children survive|
him. They are Watson Dimmite of
Pleasant Hill, Albert Dimmitt of Kan-|
sas City, Mrs. W T. Thomas, Mra, Wik,
llam Rich, Mrs. Joste Faulkenberry of
Lone Jack, All were with him when
deatl came, except Albert, who reached
here shortly afterward. Me. Dimmitt|
| came to Missouri in 1869 and nulod‘
| near Lone Jack and lived the rematnder
of his lfe in and around hers. The Rev.
Fred 1lardy made a talk at the home
Saturday at 2:30 o'clock, and burfal was,
in the Lone Jack Cemetery, 1
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Mrs. Williams' Will

Admitted to Probate ‘

Judge W. P. Kinney of the county
court yesterday admitted to probate
the will of the late Mary Henry Wil-
llams of this clty. The estate is valued
at more than $100,000. A brother, Wﬂ-‘
liam C. Henry of Denver, was named
administrator with the will annexed.
R. H. Hutton, who was named as exec-
utor in the will, has been out of the
United States and declined to act. Per-
sonal property valued at 395,000 and
considerable real estate Is Included in
the estate. 'The will provides for mar.y.
legacies and bequests and also for a
fund of 150,000 for a héme for home-
less gl
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present residence.  Not having tesins enough to break prairie and 10 haul ra
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‘and brush that grew upon it, and there he made his corn for two or three years.
In 1856 he sold to Jasper Hopper, and he to Pamphaey Byram.
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Medals Given Army Officers

For Service in Korean War

Awards of the bronze  star,

medal for services in Korea to.
four army officers from Port:
land recently were announced
from military sources.

Lt. Col, Garey M. Wells, 1410
S: W. Park avenue, received
the bronze star wifh oak leaf
cluster for meritorious service
while he was a military advisor
to Korean national police. He
is now attending the provost
marshal _general’s school ~ at
Camp Gordon, Ga.

First Lt Thomas F. Pritch-
ard, 3224 S. E, Alder street, re-
ceived the bronze star for meri-
torious service as a member of
headquarters, 3d infantry divi-
sion,

Capt. Joseph M: Brooks, ex-
employe " of the Union Pacific
railroad at Portland, received
the medal for-meritorious;serv-
ice as intelligence officer of the
3d infantry division,

Capt. Edgar W. wmuock
1535 N, E, 24th avenue, received
the medal for outstanding per-
formance of duty with the 1st
cavalry division’s 15th medical
battalion,

SAW TAKES FINGERS

Dade W. McKay, 68, 5427
S. E. Schiller street, a carpenter,
Friday suffered the loss of sev-
cral fingers in an electric. power
saw on a job at S. E. 59th ave-
nue and Kelly street.
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Bomn 27 Jan 1820 | Suny Co.NC. 8
Christered E
Died 5Jul1912__| Winchester Jefferson Co. KS SP.
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On this left of the Union line, a courageous stand by John S, Case-
ment’s brigade, containing the 65th Illinois, the “Second Scotch
Regiment” commanded by Colonel William Stewart of Chicago,
and Israel N. Stiles’s brigade, containing the 112th Illinois, a
Henry County regiment commanded by Colonel Thomas Hender-
son of Toulon, saved the breach from being widened, During the
conflict at this spot, over 200 Confederates fell in front of the 65th,
and the colors of the 15th Mississippi were captured by the Illi-
nois regiment. The 112th was to merit special attention in the bat-
tle reports. Inserted into the break caused by Strickland’s defec-
tion, it fought a dismal but rewarding struggle with Cheatham’s
men before the latter retreated.}®
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