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    Dedicated to the Author and finisher of our faith, and the High Priest according to the Order of Melchizedek, Jesus the Christ. May his bride purify herself in preparation for his now imminent return.

      

    



  	
        
            
            In sacred scrolls, the promise lies,A Bride redeemed beneath the skies.Through wilderness, her steps are led,By blood and love, the price was paid.
The old fulfilled, the new begun,A Bride prepared for the Risen One.Covenant sealed, the feast draws near,The voice of the Bridegroom calls: "I'm here."
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This book will help you understand how you become Christ's bride and the covenantal relationship you have in Christ as His bride. The well-researched expose of the nature of covenants in the Old Testament will give you a fresh insight and understanding of the covenant you are in with Christ.

Isaac Migioni (Pastor Kings Bible Church, Bulawayo)
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Thoroughly enjoyed reading the book.  It is well and passionately written, the author demonstrates a deep and profound understanding of the subject matter.

Bianca Stevens
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This is really good, a really good book, I can't believe that you wrote this!

Moses Chipapa (Pastor Movement Church, Harare)
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This book is a critical read for understanding the differences between the Old and New Covenants in the Bible. It explains how to live a purely New Covenant life as a follower of Christ. Gaviao covers the nature of God as a God of covenants, the two covenants, and the transition from one to the other. He also explains the meaning and impact of true New Covenant living in various areas of Christian experience. Without this knowledge, believers will struggle against sin, self, defeat, and discouragement. Totally essential for understanding the Kingdom of God and the Church's role in it.

Reverend Gift Tryson Kaira (CCAP, Johannesburg)
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The disconnect between the Old and New Testaments has long puzzled believers. Why do the Son of God's teachings seem to contradict His Father's law? This dilemma has troubled many, including longtime Christians.

"Mystery of the Two Covenants" tackles this issue head-on, exploring the biblical concept of covenant to uncover the unity underlying these sacred covenants between God and humanity.

As a disciple of Jesus, I've often wondered how the Old Testament's emphasis on law and obedience relates to Jesus' message of grace and love. This book is the culmination of my journey to understand the connection between the Old and New Testaments.

Through a deep dive into scripture, the covenants within, and extra-biblical research, I believe I've found the answer. Everything hinges on covenant! It has now become my mission to help other believers uncover this truth.

In this book, we'll explore the covenantal nature of the Old and New Testaments, examining how God's plan of redemption unfolds. My prayer is that, together, we'll discover the unity and beauty of God's redemptive plan.

Delbert R. Hillers, in "The Biblical Concept of Covenant," notes that the Hebrew term for "covenant" (berith) encompasses various meanings, including treaty, contract, and marriage (Hillers, 38). This nuanced understanding of covenant is essential for grasping the relationship between the Testaments.

As we delve into the complex covenantal nature of the Old and New Testaments, I pray that you'll gain a deeper understanding of God's plan of redemption, just as I have.

Chapter 1: Behold, I Do a New Thing!

Luke 3:7-17 marks a transformative moment in the biblical narrative, as John the Baptist's preaching sets the stage for a revolutionary shift in God's relationship with humanity. As a Jewish itinerant prophet, John's message resonated with the Israelites, but it also challenged their understanding of God's covenant.

"He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham." (Luke 3:7-8)

John's message was not merely a call to individual repentance but also a critique of the Jewish establishment. The late David Flusser, professor of Early Christianity and Judaism of the Second Temple Period at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, observes that John's preaching was characterized by intense earnestness and gravity, shaking the very foundations of Israel's spiritual complacency. His preaching was characterized by "intense earnestness and solemnity, which echoed Isaiah's prophecy:

"Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing: now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." (Isaiah 43:18-19)

John the Baptist's message underscores a pivotal moment in the biblical narrative and even though it resonated with the Israelites, it challenged their understanding of God's covenant.

John's voice thundered out a warning, urgent and insistent:

“"You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath [of God that is] to come? Therefore, produce fruit that is worthy of [and consistent with your] repentance [that is, live changed lives, turn from sin and seek God and His righteousness]." (Luke 3:7-8)”.

This metaphor, "brood of vipers," was also adopted by Jesus when he addressed the Pharisees in Matthew 12:34 and was designed to shock the establishment with the hope that they would check themselves and perhaps repent.

John even declared, "God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones" (Luke 3:8), challenging the notion that biological descent from Abraham guarantees salvation.

When the crowd asked John what they should do, he didn't simply point them back to the Law. Instead, he emphasized the need for genuine transformation, urging them to produce "fruit worthy of repentance"

"Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise."

Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we do?"

And he said to them, "Collect no more than you are authorized to do."

Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages."

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ,

John answered them all, saying,

"I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." (Luke 3:11-17)

Notably, John also questioned the crowd's claim to be Abraham's descendants, despite their meticulous observance of the Mosaic Law. This challenge highlights the complex relationship between Abraham's promise and the Mosaic Law, suggesting that being a true descendant of Abraham requires more than just outward obedience.

George E. Mendenhall, in "The Covenant Concept," highlights a crucial distinction between the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants (Mendenhall, 152). The Abrahamic covenant emphasizes God's promise and faith, whereas the Mosaic covenant focuses on law and obedience. This distinction underscores the tension between the two covenants.

In effect John's preaching heralded the advent of a new dispensation and his declaration of the advent of the Messiah bore testimony to that fact.:

" John answered them all by saying, I baptize you with water; but He Who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of Whose sandals I am not fit to unfasten. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire." (Luke 3:16).

Whereas in the Levitical era baptism by immersion in water was the ultimate declaration of repentance this new era is characterized by the Messiah's baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire.

Isaiah 43:18-19 provides a prophetic backdrop for John's message:

"Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert."

This passage prophesies a new era of God's relationship with Israel, marking a significant shift from the old covenant. Delbert R. Hillers notes that the Hebrew term for "remember" (zakar) can also mean "to turn away from" or "cease to observe" (Hillers, 44). This interpretation supports the idea that John's message marks a significant shift in God's relationship with Israel.

John the Baptist's preaching marked the culmination of the old covenant era and its associated priesthood, while ushering in a new era characterized by a new covenant, a new kind of priesthood, and a distinctively different law. This new dispensation prioritizes faith, repentance, and transformation, heralding a profound shift from the Mosaic Law. As we unravel the Mystery of the Two Testaments, we'll delve deeper into the far-reaching implications of this new covenant, exploring how it redefines our understanding of God's relationship with humanity.
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Chapter 2: Abraham, the Father of Those Being Saved
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Introduction

It is an undeniable truth that the old must yield to the new, yet paradoxically, embracing the new often necessitates a profound understanding of the old.

Likewise, for us to have a full appreciation of the New Covenant that Jesus offers us we must understand the Old Covenant. This retrospective gaze allows us to appreciate the surpassing excellence of this New Covenant over its antecedent.

Regrettably, I have come to realize that many of us have never truly grasped the underlying essence of the Old Testament covenants, which in turn has hindered our comprehension of the covenant that Jesus inaugurated. By neglecting to understand the foundational covenantal framework of the Old Testament, we inadvertently diminish our appreciation for the transformative power and redemptive significance of the New Covenant.

"Upon closer examination, the Pentateuch, commonly referred to as the first five books of the Bible, reveals itself to be a compilation of distinct covenants between God, Abraham, and his descendants.

In my opinion, it would be more accurate to designate this collection as the Old Covenant. The term 'Testament' connotes a testimony, memorandum, or record. Consequently, the books of the Pentateuch in the Old Testament can be viewed as a transcription of the memorandum or record of the old covenants between God and the Jewish nation. This raises an intriguing question: why did God establish multiple covenants, rather than a single, all-encompassing one? What was the underlying purpose of these covenants, and what did they entail?"

Notably, research by G
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