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      She might be a girly girl, but she never imagined being an actual unicorn princess—or that her own mother would seek to destroy her.

      Thea has no idea what her future holds. When she’s whisked off to a mysterious town in the mountains, she finds out magic is real—and so are unicorns.

      If that wasn’t shocking enough, she also learns that her mom’s an evil sorceress who desires to destroy the unicorns, and all of Havenwood Falls is in danger. Thea has until her eighteenth birthday to learn how to control her magic, lead the herd, and maybe kiss the cute girl at Havenwood Stables.
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      The same dream haunted me every night.

      I followed the silver unicorn through the gray, misty forest. I never got quite close enough to see many details, but I knew he was a stallion—he had huge muscles and stood at a height that would tower over me, if I dared to get near. His coat was shinier than the edge of a sharpened knife, and his rippling mane and tail went past his knees.

      But the most incredible thing about him was the golden horn that stuck out of the middle of his forehead. It shimmered and sparkled, even in the cloudy day, and seemed to gleam when he looked toward me.

      I chased the stallion through the woods. But though I ran as fast as I could, winding through trees and ducking branches, the unicorn was always faster. Just as I was about to reach out and pet his coat, he raced off into the trees and vanished.

      Then I woke up.

      I started upright in bed. My chest heaved as if I’d been running. I took a few deep breaths and tried to steady myself.

      Just another dream, Thea. It’s not real.

      I hated that it wasn’t real. Something about that unicorn made me feel empty inside without him.

      But unicorns weren’t real, and neither were dreams. Shaking off how vivid it felt, I stumbled out of bed and forced myself to take a cold shower, allowing the water to roll down my back, trying to wake myself up.

      I couldn’t. Even though I tried, the dream followed me around all day.

      Havenwood Village was a nice apartment complex—certainly the best I’d ever lived in. I liked that I had my own bathroom. My mom had landed a good job at the Havenwood Falls Medical Center, and for the first time in a long while, we were doing fine.

      First time since the fire, I guess.

      I threw my white-blond hair up into a ponytail, slipping on a pair of jeans and a racerback top. I longed to grab the pink dress and sparkly heels in the corner of my closet and change into that instead, but I reminded myself that wasn’t who I was anymore.

      Ambrosia was already at the stove in the kitchen, making pancakes.

      “How did you sleep, honey?” she asked as I sat at the table, placing a stack of pancakes in front of me. They were topped with raspberries, whipped cream, and sprinkles, just how I liked them.

      “Fine, Ambrosia,” I lied. My mother never wanted me to call her Mom, just always by her first name. It’d been like that since I was a little girl. It was a little weird to some people, but I was used to it.

      She noticed the bags under my eyes and said, “You should be sleeping in. School will start pretty soon, and you won’t be able to.”

      “I know.” It was early August. My eighteenth birthday was thirty days away, at the end of the month. I’d be starting my senior year at Havenwood Falls High soon.

      I hated starting a new school this close to graduation, but at the same time, Havenwood Falls High couldn’t possibly be worse than Desmona Prep back in the Big Easy. That place had been hell on earth.

      “Why don’t you go to the lake later? There are plenty of people your age swimming, I’d bet. It’s going to be such a nice day,” Ambrosia suggested.

      “I’m not one much for friends.” I liked to keep to myself. I shoveled my pancakes into my mouth and enjoyed every bite of them. Yep. Solitude and food. Peace, quiet, and sweets were all a girl needed.

      “You know,” Ambrosia started, and she sat down on the other side of the table to eat her own pancakes, “I heard there’s a riding stable nearby.”

      That piqued my interest. “Really?”

      “Yep. Trains jumpers.” She reached around to the drawers behind her, pulled open one of them, and handed me a brochure. I read it quickly.

      Havenwood Stables. Looked like a fancy place, the kind where Olympians would train. I hadn’t ridden a horse since I’d left Desmona Prep. I was dying to get back on one again. “How much do they charge?”

      “What if I told you I already paid for a full semester’s worth of lessons?” Ambrosia held her mug of coffee and smiled.

      “No freaking way!” I shouted. “Ambrosia, you’re the best!”

      I got up and hugged her. It only took a few minutes for me to rush back into my room, change into a pair of breeches and knee-high boots, and grab my riding helmet.

      “It’s close enough you can walk,” Ambrosia said. She got out a map of the town, took a red marker, and drew a path before she handed it to me.

      I grabbed it and headed for the door. I was practically running to get there.

      “Stick to the main road,” Ambrosia warned me. She sounded serious about it. “Don’t go into the woods. I mean it.”

      “Yes, Ambrosia.” I hurried outside. It was still early morning, and a bit chilly out. I should’ve grabbed a jacket. I shivered, hoping the temperature would get back up to the forecasted seventy-five quick. The climate was way different here than it was in Louisiana. I was used to frying out there. Here I’d have to deal with snow, something I’d hardly seen before. I was a bit nauseated from the high altitude, though it was beginning to subside now that I was up and moving.

      As I walked, I took in the sights of my new home. It was small, but Havenwood Falls was a nice place. Idyllic. Charming, even. But it was more than a little weird. The vibe that came off of it was . . . odd. It was nothing like New Orleans, which I missed, but not enough to want to go back.

      I thought it wasn’t a quiet town, either. I’d only been living here a few days, but just from walking around the area, I got the sense that every resident here had some kind of secret to hide.

      I looked at the map Ambrosia had drawn. The stables were to the west, just outside of town. I could stick to the main road, as she said, and get there most likely in a half hour or so.

      But it looked like there was a shortcut I could take—near the woods by the Mathews River. It seemed like rough terrain, but I bet it’d cut my walk time in half.

      I was never very good at following the rules, so I left the sidewalk and veered into the trees, crossing over a creek by way of a small homemade bridge someone had built. I had a good sense of direction and could tell which way was west, so I kept walking that way, figuring I’d hit the horse stables sooner or later.

      It didn’t take me long to realize that I was lost. But I didn’t mind it. I liked wandering. There’s something nice about feeling like you are the only person in the world. I enjoyed my walk through the greenery, taking in the smells of fresh morning dew on the pine trees and listening to the birds
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