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Prologue
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Imagine looking up at the sky and wondering why the stars shine. Or watching a clock tick and asking if time works the same for everyone. What if you could ride on a beam of light? These were the kinds of questions a young boy named Albert Einstein loved to ask.

Albert was not like other kids. He didn’t talk much when he was little, and his teachers thought he was slow. But inside his mind, ideas were racing faster than anyone could imagine. He was curious about the world, always asking why and how things worked. While other children memorized answers, Albert wanted to find new ones.

As he grew up, his questions led him to discoveries that would change the way we see the universe. He unlocked the secrets of time, space, and energy. His famous equation, E = mc², helped shape the modern world. But Einstein was not just a scientist—he was a dreamer, a thinker, and a believer in peace.

This is the story of Albert Einstein, the genius who changed science forever. Get ready to step into his world of wonder, curiosity, and incredible ideas!
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Chapter 1: The Curious Boy from Germany
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Albert Einstein was born on March 14, 1879, in a city called Ulm in Germany. From the very beginning, Albert was different. When he was a baby, his parents even worried a little because he was slow to start talking. In fact, he didn’t speak full sentences until he was about three years old! But even when he was quiet, Albert was always thinking and watching the world around him with big, curious eyes. His parents noticed that he loved puzzles and mechanical toys, often spending hours figuring out how they worked. This was just the start of a lifelong love for understanding how things functioned.

Albert's father, Hermann, and his uncle Jakob ran a small company that sold electrical equipment. They often showed Albert fascinating gadgets like compasses and electrical machines. One day, when Albert was five, his father gave him a simple compass. Albert was amazed at how the needle always pointed north, even when he moved it around. This little device sparked a huge curiosity in young Albert’s mind. He couldn’t stop thinking about invisible forces that moved the needle, and he wanted to understand the mysteries of nature. This was one of the first times Albert realized that there was a lot more to the world than what we can see.

Albert's family moved to Munich, where he started school. However, Albert did not enjoy school at all. The teachers were very strict and made students memorize lessons instead of encouraging them to ask questions or explore ideas. Albert found this boring and even a bit frustrating. He was often quiet in class and didn’t get along with some of his teachers, who thought he was lazy just because he wouldn’t simply follow their rules without questioning them. But outside of school, Albert's mind was always busy. He loved to read books about science and math that were way too advanced for his age. He would lose himself in these books, fascinated by the mysteries of light, energy, and time.

At home, Albert’s mother, Pauline, played the piano beautifully, and she encouraged him to learn the violin. Music became one of Albert's favorite things, and he played the violin for the rest of his life. He often said that music helped him think and that many of his scientific ideas started as images and feelings, like a kind of mental music. This blend of art and science made Albert's way of thinking unique and creative.

Albert’s uncle Jakob was also a big influence. He was an engineer and loved math, so he started teaching Albert algebra and other advanced topics when Albert was still very young. Uncle Jakob turned math into a game, showing Albert how to solve problems like puzzles. Albert was thrilled to discover how numbers could describe the world around him. By the time he was twelve, Albert had already taught himself geometry and was tackling complex math problems just for fun. His curiosity was endless, and he spent many hours each day figuring out how the universe worked.

Around this time, Albert began to wonder about light. He asked himself what it would be like to ride on a beam of light, zooming through space at incredible speeds. This was not a question his teachers could answer, and it stayed in his mind for many years. This simple but powerful idea would later help him develop his most famous theories about how time and space work. It was clear that Albert was not just an ordinary boy; he was a thinker and a dreamer who wanted to unlock the secrets of the universe.

However, life wasn’t always easy. When Albert was a teenager, his father's business struggled, and the family moved to Italy. Albert was left behind in Germany to finish school, but he was unhappy and felt lonely. Eventually, he left school without a diploma and joined his family in Italy. Even without formal schooling, Albert didn’t stop learning. He kept studying math and science on his own, proving that his thirst for knowledge was stronger than any obstacle. His parents worried about his future, but Albert was determined to find his path, no matter how unusual it seemed.

This period of independence helped Albert think freely, without the strict rules of school holding him back. He started to see the world differently, always questioning, always curious. This curiosity was a spark that would never go out, leading him to explore ideas that no one else had thought about before. For Albert, life was a giant puzzle full of mysteries waiting to be solved, and he couldn’t wait to uncover the answers.
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Chapter 2: School Struggles and Big Questions
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Albert Einstein's school years were not what you might expect for a future genius. While most people imagine that he must have been the star student, the truth was quite different. Albert struggled a lot in school, not because he wasn’t smart enough, but because the way schools worked back then just didn’t suit him. The teachers were very strict and focused mostly on memorization and following rules without question. They expected students to sit still, listen quietly, and repeat back lessons word-for-word. Albert, on the other hand, was full of questions and wanted to understand the why and how behind everything. He loved to think deeply about things and often got bored when lessons didn’t challenge his mind. This caused some of his teachers to think he was lazy or even a troublemaker. One of them even told him he would never amount to anything!

The biggest problem for Albert was that his mind was always buzzing with ideas that went far beyond what was taught in class. While his classmates were focused on passing tests, Albert was busy daydreaming about light, gravity, and the mysteries of the universe. He often ignored schoolwork to read books on physics and mathematics, trying to solve problems that were way more advanced than anything in his lessons. He was fascinated by the way the world worked, and his head was full of what scientists call "thought experiments." These were like vivid daydreams where Albert imagined what it would be like to race alongside a beam of light or to fall through space without gravity. These big questions made ordinary school lessons seem dull by comparison.

To make things even harder, some subjects in school didn’t interest Albert at all, especially languages and history. He couldn’t understand why he should memorize dates and grammar rules without understanding their deeper meaning. His school in Munich also followed a strict military-like discipline, which Albert disliked. He felt trapped, unable to explore the ideas that truly fascinated him. But not everything about school was bad. Albert did have a few teachers who noticed his talent and encouraged him, especially in math. One of them gave him advanced textbooks to read, and Albert devoured them quickly, always eager for more. By the age of twelve, he had already taught himself Euclidean geometry, a type of math that deals with shapes, sizes, and the properties of space. Math was like a secret language that helped him unlock the mysteries of the universe, and he loved it.

During these years, Albert’s family faced financial troubles, and they moved to Italy, leaving him behind in Munich to finish school. He was lonely and unhappy without his family, and he disliked school even more. Eventually, Albert made a bold decision—he left school without graduating and joined his parents in Italy. For a while, it seemed like Albert might never finish his education. But this break from traditional schooling turned out to be a good
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