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Foreword

My first word must be a word of very sincere thanks to the daughter of the late Sione Tavo Manukia (1936–2008), Rubinstine (Ruby) Manukia, for entrusting me with this great task of delivering the most honoured and precious Foreword to this tribute to her beloved father. The stories and memories of this great character, who was well known to his widow and very compassionate wife, Meleseini Manukia, and all their children, and perhaps to both his immediate and extended family, have been a distinguished succession, and it is a very great honour and privilege to be asked to write this acknowledgement.

My second word, which will be maintained and duly covered in the rest of this precise but very precious document, must be a word of explanation and clarification of my personal conviction and sweet memories of this unforgettable character. I first met Mr Manukia in 1974 when I arrived from Tonga on a visitor’s permit sponsored by his reliable and most loving sister, Mrs ’Amelia Leha Clark. It came to my attention that he was a person of real character which prevails, a loving and faithful father and he often demonstrated both ethically and morally that he was a man of honesty and integrity. 

With much enthusiasm, I want to respectfully express my sincere and thoughtful admiration of this character inclusively in four co-related phrases. Firstly, he was a man of great faith. He had a balanced, biblical approach that bridges the tragic divisions amongst the Tongans who arrived in New Zealand during the early 1970s and lived in West Auckland, and had the power of faith with God’s help to establish wholeheartedly the Tongan Methodist Church in New Lynn, which is known today as the Pulela’a New Lynn Tongan Methodist Church. Only a person with great faith and conviction could have done this remarkable and well-balanced work which not only benefits the Tongan community in West Auckland, but also the Methodist Church of New Zealand. I often wondered, where did Sione Tavo get such audacity and courage? I was a member of this congregation, the formation which was a venture way beyond my own reach. If only Sione Tavo had kept a diary. However, that church has grown rapidly in numbers and it is both evangelical and charismatic, both evangelistic and socially-concerned. All of this is grounded in the life of a man of great faith.

Sione Tavo, as he was well known and famous for, was an inspiration to his immediate and extended family in New Zealand and across the sea, and I imagine he will continue, though he has passed away, to be an inspiration to generations yet to come. To elaborate more on that version, he was secondly a man of compassion. He was a loving and caring father to his wife and children. In my own interpretation, he was a born father of God, full of compassion, who had a sacrificial heart to demonstrate the godly love in his heart towards his family, the church people that he was affiliated with, and to the wider community, with no exception. Between the 1970s and the late 1980s, his work mates at the Amalgamated Brick and Pipe Co. Ltd at New Lynn in Auckland knew and recognised him as a source of compassion who ethically cemented good and reliable communication amongst the Tongans and other ethnic groups who were employed at the factory. Simultaneously, these qualities of his intimately drew the attention and confidentiality of his children and family to his side. He took the Manukia family, both culturally and in the traditions of his heritage, one giant step forward to a Tongan enlightenment that celebrates both Tongan and Christian values here in Aotearoa.

Amongst his legacy, and I am certain that this is the third and most memorable and integrated component of his life, he was a man of prayer. He was the most reliable and on-going local steward of the Tongan Methodist Church at the New Lynn Chapter for over 30 years. He was a man of both vision and prayer. I often heard him saying, “A narrow mission is a clear mission, and don’t focus on growing church with programmes, focus on growing people with the power of prayer.” He went on to comment at one stage, and it is fresh on my mind, “The church is not called to be one thing; it is called to do many things basically in the essence and power of prayer.” I definitely believe that the holistic model of prayer that Tavo left for us and the family, as well as his fellow Christians, integrates a theological framework that will, if implemented, lead to the most explosive decades of church growth and costly discipleship in Christian history within our Tongan community in New Zealand.

Lastly, I was saddened to learn of Sione Tavo’s death in November 2008. I conducted one of the family prayers and time of worship to express our condolences and sympathy. He was a great loving father, a great lover of Christian faith and religious obligations. Above all he was also a man of deep and great hope who, by the unique and heroic character of his Christian faith and ministry, provided a stronghold that let him reap the good seeds he had sown, and God blessed him. Rev Goll Fan Manukia, his eldest son, is now a full-time Minister for the Methodist Church of New Zealand, at the Lotofale’ia chapter. Rubinstine (Ruby) Manukia, his daughter, is the In-house lawyer and the President’s Legal Advisor of the Methodist Church of New Zealand, who is pursuing her PhD degree in Canon Law. Again, Tavo has been an inspiration to his widow and all the family. He was a very special father and grandad, and my thoughts are with you all in this sad loss. 

It is my prayer that this Foreword will find its way into the hands and the hearts of those who will read this wonderful piece of work, and find peace with God.

Rev. Dr. Sione I. Lea  
Church President, United Church of Tonga in New Zealand 
 November 2015


Preface

I decided to write the story of my father’s life when I returned to New Zealand from the United States in 2009, after I received many good wishes, acknowledgements and accolades regarding my father’s life, work, influence, input and contribution to society. My desire to write my father’s story has now reached fruition in 2015.

This is a feel good story of a hard working migrant who came to New Zealand seeking a prosperous life and better education for his children. During his search and discovery he settled in West Auckland where, through family connections, he gained a job at Crown Lynn Pottery’s New Lynn brickworks. He then helped other migrants gain employment at the brickworks, which enabled them to assist their families back home by sending remittances. As more migrants arrived, my father realised that a church group base was required to host and assist them on a daily basis. This was the beginning of Pulela’a New Lynn Tongan Methodist Church, founded in 1975.

There are valuable lessons throughout the book that may be helpful for other migrants seeking work and opportunities in New Zealand. It encourages others seeking similar opportunities to pursue excellence through hard work, and moral and ethical determination to be successful in whatever you set out to achieve and accomplish.

I need to give thanks and acknowledgement to my siblings, Rev. Goll Fan, Fatani, Martin, ’Amelia, Helen, and especially my mother, Meleseini Kaihau Manukia, for adding depth to my father's story by providing her own recollections of life in Tonga, in Niua Fo’ou and ’Eua.

I give thanks and acknowledgement to my cousin Elizabeth Clark Papalii for providing archival information for the book and for always being there when I needed clarification on any given topic.

I give thanks and acknowledgement to my cousins Seleti Manukia and Ha’ofanga Manukia for providing moral support and encouragement. Thank you for providing genealogy information about the family and extended family.

I also give thanks and acknowledgement to all the people who provided tributes for the book. I acknowledge the fallen who have left us during the process of collating information for the book – Hon. Kaufo’ou Falekiheto’a ’Ahome’e Naufahu, Rev. Kilifi Heimuli, Rev. Peseti Tukutau and Rev. Kepu Moa. Your time, effort and contributions are noted with honour, respect and appreciation. Thank you.

I give thanks and acknowledgement to my family, my husband and children for their understanding and enabling me to take the time to write this book. Your unconditional love and support was the reason I was able to complete the book.

Finally, I would like to dedicate, as a tribute to my late father, the special awards and recognition that I have received – the Local Hero Award in the New Zealander of the Year Awards in 2014 for community involvement, a Certificate of Achievement in the Kiwibank New Zealander of the Year, Sanitarium Innovator of the Year by the patron, the Rt Honourable Jim Bolger, ONZ, 2015 – for all that he taught me about hard work, giving back and making a difference.

Rubinstine Manukia BA, LL.B, LL.M (Honors), 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD Law Candidate 2015 - 2018)
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Rubinstine (Ruby) receiving Local Hero Award in the New Zealander of the Year Awards in 2014, 

from Paul Brock, CEO, Kiwibank and Auckland Mayor Len Brown. 
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