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The Lonely Tissue
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Butcher Stephen’s shop still had Christmas decorations in March. Sparkly stars hung from the ceiling, and a paper snowman smiled from the wall. Stephen kept them up because Christmas made him feel warm inside. When he was a child, his family was too poor to celebrate, so now he liked to enjoy it for as long as he could.

On the front shelf, right by the window, sat a small, quiet tissue box named Tissue. He had been there for years. Nobody ever came to a butcher’s shop to buy tissues.
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Tissue watched people walk past the window every day. He wished someone would take him home. He dreamed of seeing sunshine, trees, and maybe even a friendly face. But every day was the same. 
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People came in, bought meat, and left without even glancing at him. 
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Stephen and His Silly Meat
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Butcher Stephen was a kind man, but also a little... unusual. When the shop was empty, he talked to the meat in his freezer.

“Good morning, Sausage Sam! Hello, Patty Patty!” he would say.

Sometimes he laughed so loudly at his own jokes that people walking by peeked inside to see what was going on. Tissue didn’t mind. Stephen’s laughter made the shop feel less lonely.
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Every morning, Stephen greeted the meat by name. And every time a customer bought something, he waved happily and shouted, “Come again!”

He never felt sad when the meat left. He was just glad someone enjoyed it.
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