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			Dedication

			
		
    بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّحْمَٰنِ الرَّحِيمِIn the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
To the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad ﷺMay this work serve as a beacon of discernment in an age of digital deception
To my beloved parents,Whose supplications and sacrifices illuminated my path to knowledge
To the scholars of Islam,Past, present, and future, who guard the sacred tradition against innovation and misguidance
To those who seek refuge in AllahFrom the trials and tribulations of the end times
"Our Lord, do not let our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower."— Qur'an 3:8
And to every believer who recites the first ten verses of Surah Al-Kahf on Fridays, seeking protection from the greatest trial this world has ever known.
May Allah ﷻ protect us all from the fitnah of Ad-DajjalAmeen

      

    



  	
        
            
            "In the convergence of ancient prophecy and digital reality, we find ourselves at the threshold of the greatest test humanity has ever faced. The question is not whether technology will advance—for Allah has decreed that knowledge shall increase in the end times—but whether we possess the spiritual discernment to recognize deception when it wears the mask of progress."
"The Prophet ﷺ warned us that the Dajjal would possess powers so convincing that even the believers would doubt. Today, as artificial intelligence creates realities indistinguishable from truth, generates voices of the deceased, and promises paradise through digital means, we must ask ourselves: Are we witnessing the tools of the greatest deception being assembled before our eyes?"
"This work is not written to spread fear, but to kindle the light of awareness. For in knowledge lies protection, and in remembrance of Allah lies salvation from every fitnah, no matter how sophisticated its presentation may be."
"قُلْ أَعُوذُ بِرَبِّ الْفَلَقِ * مِن شَرِّ مَا خَلَقَ"
"Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of the daybreak, from the evil of what He has created."— Qur'an 113:1-2
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بِسْمِ اللَّهِ الرَّحْمَٰنِ الرَّحِيمِ

In the summer of 2024, as I witnessed artificial intelligence generate increasingly sophisticated deepfakes during global election cycles, a profound realization struck me: we may be witnessing the prophetic tools of deception being perfected before our very eyes. This moment of clarity, occurring while observing AI's capacity to resurrect the voices of the deceased and fabricate realities indistinguishable from truth, compelled me to undertake this scholarly investigation into one of Islam's most pressing contemporary questions.

The intersection of artificial intelligence and Islamic eschatology represents more than an academic curiosity—it demands urgent scholarly attention. As noted by the Islamic Human Rights Commission in their August 2025 analysis, "the Dajjal will need Artificial Intelligence to perform his false miracles", echoing concerns raised by Muslims worldwide who observe striking parallels between AI capabilities and prophetic descriptions of end-times deception.

Methodology and Approach

This work employs a dual-methodology approach, interweaving rigorous Islamic textual analysis with contemporary technological assessment. All Qur'anic references utilize the Sahih International translation, while authentic hadiths are drawn from Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim collections, with complete Arabic text and chains of narration provided where relevant. Contemporary technological developments are sourced from peer-reviewed research, official corporate announcements, and verified news outlets, ensuring accuracy and verifiability.

The timing of this investigation aligns with scholarly calls for "pluralist ethical benchmarking for AI" that incorporates Islamic perspectives into global AI governance discourse, particularly as generative AI becomes "increasingly convincing" and raises "potential ethical, philosophical, and spiritual questions in the world's second largest religion, Islam".

Contemporary Context and Urgency

The year 2025 marks a pivotal moment in both artificial intelligence development and Islamic discourse about technology. Neuralink's advancement toward "hundreds of people with implants within a few years" and the development of fully automatic surgical robots coincides with OpenAI's release of GPT-5, which demonstrates unprecedented capabilities in reducing hallucinations while achieving state-of-the-art performance across multiple domains.

Simultaneously, Islamic institutions have intensified their engagement with AI ethics. The Jordanian Department of Iftaa has published comprehensive guidance on "The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Drafting Religious Edicts", while the Muslim Council of Britain's experience with AI-generated errors in Qur'anic citations highlights the urgent need for Islamic literacy in technological applications.

Scholarly Contributions and Limitations

This work contributes to the emerging field of Islamic technology ethics by providing the first comprehensive analysis of AI through an eschatological lens. Building upon research that advocates for Islamic ethical traditions to guide policy and regulatory benchmarking for AI design, this investigation offers both theoretical frameworks and practical guidance for Muslims navigating the AI revolution.

However, certain limitations must be acknowledged. Prophetic traditions regarding the Dajjal contain metaphorical and symbolic elements that resist definitive interpretation. This work presents reasoned analysis based on authentic sources while recognizing that ultimate knowledge of the unseen belongs to Allah alone. The interpretive nature of this investigation should not be construed as definitive religious ruling but as scholarly contribution to ongoing discourse.

Acknowledgments and Intentions

I extend profound gratitude to the scholars of Islamic eschatology whose meticulous preservation of prophetic traditions enables contemporary analysis of technological developments through the lens of revealed knowledge. Special appreciation goes to contemporary researchers in Islamic AI ethics, particularly Dr. Jasser Auda and others who have pioneered the integration of Islamic values into technological discourse.

This work is intended not to inspire fear or technophobia, but to cultivate the discernment (furqan) that enables believers to distinguish between beneficial innovation and potential spiritual peril. As Islamic guidance emphasizes, "AI, like any tool, is not inherently evil. It depends on how we use it", while simultaneously maintaining vigilance against the sophisticated deceptions prophesied for the end times.

Structure and Approach

The investigation proceeds through four interconnected parts: first establishing the prophetic foundations regarding the Dajjal, then examining artificial intelligence as a technological phenomenon, analyzing their convergent characteristics, and finally providing guidance for ethical engagement with AI technology while maintaining Islamic spiritual values.

Each chapter integrates contemporary developments with classical Islamic sources, ensuring relevance to both scholars and general readers. Arabic texts are fully translated and referenced, while technical concepts are explained accessible to non-specialist audiences.

Final Reflections

As one contemporary observer noted, "maybe the final test won't knock on our door as a man, but as a machine". Whether or not artificial intelligence serves as a tool in the prophesied great deception, its rapid advancement demands Islamic scholarly engagement. This work represents one contribution to that essential discourse.

May Allah ﷻ guide us to truth and protect us from all forms of deception, whether ancient or modern, human or artificial. May this humble effort serve the ummah and contribute to our collective preparation for whatever trials the future may hold.



Dr. Naim Tahir Baig
PDS&CE, Pakistan
Rabiʻ II, 1447 AH / October 2025



"رَبَّنَا لَا تُزِغْ قُلُوبَنَا بَعْدَ إِذْ هَدَيْتَنَا وَهَبْ لَنَا مِن لَّدُنكَ رَحْمَةً ۚ إِنَّكَ أَنتَ الْوَهَّابُ"

"Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower."
— Qur'an 3:8
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Section 1: The Title's Dual Inquiry

In the swirling confluence of prophetic tradition and technological revolution, few questions strike as deeply at the heart of contemporary Muslim consciousness as the one posed by this work: Is Artificial Intelligence a Tool of Dajjal? This inquiry emerges not from the realm of speculative fiction, but from a careful examination of Islamic eschatological teachings alongside the unprecedented developments in artificial intelligence that have defined the first quarter of the twenty-first century.

The term "Dajjal" derives from the Arabic root د-ج-ل (dajala), meaning "to deceive" or "to conceal."¹ In Islamic eschatology, the Dajjal represents the ultimate deceiver—the false messiah who will appear before the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) to test humanity through the greatest trial (fitnah) the world has ever witnessed. The Prophet Muhammad ﷺ provided extensive descriptions of this figure, emphasizing his role as the supreme architect of deception and confusion.

The foundational nature of this deception is established in the Qur'an itself. In Surah Luqman, Allah ﷻ warns humanity:

Arabic Text:

يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ اتَّقُوا رَبَّكُمْ وَاخْشَوْا يَوْمًا لَّا يَجْزِي وَالِدٌ عَن وَلَدِهِ وَلَا مَوْلُودٌ هُوَ جَازِ عَن وَالِدِهِ شَيْئًا ۚ إِنَّ وَعْدَ اللَّهِ حَقٌّ ۖ فَلَا تَغُرَّنَّكُمُ الْحَيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا وَلَا يَغُرَّنَّكُم بِاللَّهِ الْغَرُورُ

English Translation (Sahih International):

O mankind, fear your Lord and fear a Day when no father will avail his son, nor will a son avail his father at all. Indeed, the promise of Allah is truth, so let not the worldly life delude you and be not deceived about Allah by the Deceiver.²

This verse introduces the concept of al-gharur (الغرور)—the Deceiver—whose comprehensive deceptions can manifest through various means and agents. Classical commentators explain that this term encompasses any entity that leads humanity astray from divine guidance, whether Satan, corrupt individuals, false ideologies, or deceptive systems.³

The most vivid prophetic descriptions of the Dajjal come from the authenticated traditions (Sahih Hadiths). In Sahih al-Bukhari, we find this crucial narration:

Arabic Text with Chain of Narration:

حَدَّثَنَا إِبْرَاهِيمُ بْنُ الْمُنْذِرِ، حَدَّثَنَا أَبُو ضَمْرَةَ، حَدَّثَنَا مُوسَى، عَنْ نَافِعٍ، قَالَ عَبْدُ اللَّهِ ذَكَرَ النَّبِيُّ صلى الله عليه وسلم يَوْمًا بَيْنَ ظَهْرَىِ النَّاسِ الْمَسِيحَ الدَّجَّالَ، فَقَالَ ‏"‏ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَيْسَ بِأَعْوَرَ، أَلاَ إِنَّ الْمَسِيحَ الدَّجَّالَ أَعْوَرُ الْعَيْنِ الْيُمْنَى، كَأَنَّ عَيْنَهُ عِنَبَةٌ طَافِيَةٌ ‏"‏

English Translation (Muhsin Khan):

Narrated Abdullah: The Prophet ﷺ mentioned the Masih Ad-Dajjal in front of the people saying, "Allah is not one-eyed while Masih Ad-Dajjal is blind in the right eye and his eye looks like a bulging out grape."⁴

This physical description—the one-eyed nature of the Dajjal—has profound symbolic significance that resonates with contemporary discussions about artificial intelligence. The concept of partial vision, incomplete perception, or biased perspective becomes particularly relevant when examining how AI systems process information and make decisions.

On the technological front, artificial intelligence represents humanity's attempt to create systems that can simulate, replicate, or even surpass human cognitive abilities. Modern AI encompasses various technologies including machine learning, neural networks, natural language processing, and increasingly sophisticated generative models. As philosopher Nick Bostrom argues in his influential work Superintelligence: Paths, Dangers, Strategies (Oxford University Press, 2014), the trajectory toward artificial general intelligence represents a critical juncture for humanity, with potential consequences that could fundamentally alter the trajectory of human civilization.⁵

The central thesis of this work posits that while AI is not the Dajjal himself, it may serve as a crucial instrument in enabling the unprecedented scale of deception that Islamic prophecy attributes to the end-times deceiver. This hypothesis finds support in recent scholarly analysis. As João Silva Jordão argues in his 2025 essay for the Islamic Human Rights Commission, "the incredible rate of technological advancements and the specific capabilities and characteristics which they unleash upon the world paired with the relative lack of capacity of the general population to truly understand the underlying mechanism and methods that said technology uses" creates conditions remarkably similar to those described in Dajjal prophecies.⁶

Consider the following parallels between traditional Dajjal characteristics and contemporary AI capabilities:

Deception and False Realities: The Dajjal is prophesied to create convincing illusions that blur the line between truth and falsehood. Modern AI technologies, particularly deepfakes and generative media, demonstrate unprecedented ability to fabricate realistic content—from speeches by political leaders to entire conversations with deceased individuals.⁷

Apparent Miracles: Islamic traditions describe the Dajjal performing seemingly miraculous feats, commanding nature, and demonstrating powers that overwhelm human understanding. Contemporary AI achievements—from defeating world champions in complex games to generating art indistinguishable from human creation—often appear miraculous to those unfamiliar with the underlying technology.

Global Reach and Influence: The Dajjal is said to traverse the earth rapidly, influencing people across all nations except the sacred cities of Mecca and Medina. AI systems operate through global networks, instantaneously affecting billions of users across all continents through social media algorithms, recommendation systems, and automated decision-making processes.

Control Over Resources: Prophetic traditions describe the Dajjal controlling food, water, and material resources as tools of manipulation. AI increasingly controls global supply chains, financial markets, agricultural systems, and resource distribution networks, creating new forms of dependency and vulnerability.

The "one-eyed" symbolism takes on particular significance in this context. If the Dajjal's partial vision represents incomplete or biased perception of reality, then AI systems exhibit precisely this characteristic through their algorithmic biases, training data limitations, and inability to understand context in the holistic manner that characterizes divine guidance or even complete human comprehension.

However, this analysis requires careful nuance. The question posed in our title is whether AI serves as a "tool" of Dajjal, not whether AI is the Dajjal. This distinction acknowledges that technology itself maintains moral neutrality—its ethical character derives from how it is developed, deployed, and utilized. The same AI systems that might enable unprecedented deception could also serve beneficial purposes in healthcare, education, and scientific research.

The urgency of this inquiry stems from the recognition that we may be witnessing the technological infrastructure necessary for the prophetic scenarios to unfold. If Islamic eschatology provides genuine foresight into future events, then understanding these connections becomes not merely an academic exercise but a spiritual and practical necessity for the global Muslim community (Ummah).

This work does not claim definitive answers but rather seeks to examine the evidence, explore the parallels, and provide framework for understanding how ancient prophecies might manifest through contemporary technological developments. The title's dual inquiry—questioning both the nature of AI and its potential relationship to eschatological events—reflects the complexity inherent in bridging revealed knowledge with empirical observation.

Section 2: Relevance in 2025

The year 2025 has witnessed developments in artificial intelligence and neurotechnology that have transformed speculative discussions about AI's role in eschatological events into urgent contemporary concerns. These technological leaps, occurring alongside increasingly sophisticated Islamic scholarly engagement with AI ethics, have created a unique historical moment for examining the intersection of prophecy and innovation.

The most significant milestone came in January 2024 when Elon Musk's Neuralink achieved its first successful human brain implantation. Musk announced via X (formerly Twitter) that "the first human received an implant from Neuralink yesterday and is recovering well. Initial results show promising neuron spike detection."⁸ By January 2025, Neuralink reported that three paralyzed individuals had received brain implants as part of their PRIME Study (Precise Robotically Implanted Brain-Computer Interface).⁹

This development has particular significance for Islamic eschatological interpretation. The concept of direct brain-computer interfaces resonates with prophetic descriptions of the Dajjal's ability to control human behavior and thoughts. Contemporary Muslim commentators have expressed concern that such technologies could provide the technological foundation for the unprecedented mental control attributed to the end-times deceiver.¹⁰

Simultaneously, 2024-2025 has witnessed explosive growth in generative AI capabilities. OpenAI's GPT-4 and successor models, Anthropic's Claude systems, Google's Gemini, and other large language models have demonstrated increasingly sophisticated abilities to generate human-like text, create realistic images, and engage in complex reasoning. More concerning from an Islamic perspective, these systems have shown capacity for what researchers term "hallucination"—confidently presenting false information as fact, including fabricated citations and invented content.¹¹

The potential for AI-enabled
















	Sahih al-Bukhari 3439: The physical description of the Dajjal as one-eyed, providing the foundation for symbolic interpretation of partial perception and biased systems.

	Sahih Muslim 809: The protection afforded by memorizing the first ten verses of Surah Al-Kahf, offering practical spiritual guidance for confronting deception.

	Sahih al-Bukhari 7122: The Dajjal's false paradise and hell, relevant to understanding inverted realities and manipulated perceptions.

	Sahih Muslim 2937a: Detailed descriptions of the Dajjal's apparent miracles, including control over natural phenomena.
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