
		
			[image: Cover for The Handmade Charlotte Playbook]
		

	
		
			PRAISE FOR THE HANDMADE CHARLOTTE PLAYBOOK

			“If Jim Henson, Martha Stewart, and Weird Al were to morph into one being, it would be Rachel Faucett. The creativity, enthusiasm, style, and irreverence she brings to Handmade Charlotte is inspired, and this book is what the world needs now.”

			—HALLE STANFORD, PRESIDENT OF TELEVISION AT THE JIM HENSON COMPANY

			“Rachel is the queen of crafting with kids! I have looked to her for years on ideas and inspiration on how to keep my kids entertained in fun and creative ways. This book is truly a must-have to any family’s home library.”

			—JOY CHO, FOUNDER AND CREATIVE DIRECTOR OF OH JOY!

			“Handmade Charlotte has become the go-to for top-quality crafting and activities for kids, and their playbook is no exception. Just like the blog we’ve all come to know and love, this book leaves me thinking ‘How did they come up with that?!’ over and over again. I cannot wait for it to become the crafting companion for my son!”

			—BRITTANY JEPSEN, FOUNDER AND CREATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE HOUSE THAT LARS BUILT

			“Ever wondered how to foster creativity in your kids? This is it! Rachel Faucett’s collection of projects brings grins and gasps of delight with every page turn. These crafts are true imagination builders, and the perfect way for kids to exercise creative muscles—you can practically see the gears turning in their head as they choose something to work on and figure out what materials they can use or reuse. Rachel is an artistic genius who understands children, and how they relate to art, at a core level. I was hoping for a Handmade Charlotte craft book for ages, and this was beyond my very high expectations.”

			—GABRIELLE BLAIR, BESTSELLING AUTHOR, FOUNDER OF DESIGNMOM.COM AND ALT SUMMIT, AND MOTHER OF SIX

			“Every time I’m around Rachel, her excitement for life makes me want to go out and chase all my wildest dreams. It’s no surprise that her book holds the key to not only encouraging childhood curiosity but sparking creativity in the whole family, so you can make memories together, today.”

			—KELLY MINDELL, FOUNDER AND CREATIVE DIRECTOR OF STUDIO DIY

			“Rachel Faucett is a creative magician who can conjure rainbows and happiness from pasta and pipe cleaners. I’d thought I’d seen it all, but I truly gasped with delight every time I turned the page in her amazing book. Kids and grown-ups will have so much fun creating everything in this encyclopedia of crafty fun!”

			—JODI LEVINE, FOUNDER AND CREATIVE DIRECTOR OF SUPER MAKE IT

			“The Handmade Charlotte Playbook is pure, packaged sunshine. For all of us who struggle to color between the lines, Rachel will have you rediscovering creative instincts you didn’t know existed.”

			—JANE MOSBACHER MORRIS, FOUNDER AND CEO OF TO THE MARKET AND AUTHOR OF BUY THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE (PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE, JANUARY 2019)

			“The boundless creativity of Rachel Faucett and Handmade Charlotte is mind-blowing! Her crafts turn the most mundane and overlooked household items into artful treasures. With crafts full of humor, joy, and beauty, kids will be delighted flipping from one page to the next!”

			—AMANDA KINGLOFF, FORMER LIFESTYLE DIRECTOR AT PARENTS MAGAZINE AND FOUNDER OF PROJECT KID
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			To our children

			IZZY, JONAH, MURPHY, CHARLOTTE, AND NOAH

			for sharing their uninhibited, beautiful minds with us every day and letting us experience the kind of love that transcends words.

			To our parents

			NEILL, BILLA, AND PATRICIA

			You believed, so we believed.
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			And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.

			1 CORINTHIANS 13:13
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			INTRODUCTION

			I can still remember, as if it were yesterday, the lazy afternoons I spent as a child thumbing through the well-worn pages of the Childcraft anthology’s ninth volume, Make and Do. Carved soap turtles, refrigerator box submarines . . . The book provided the key to a brave new world where ordinary things could be turned into something extraordinary. I would come home from school and immediately hunt for the book, often finding it on the floor in the corner of my room, next to the flashlight I’d used to read it the night before, or under the kitchen table. The only place you could guarantee I wouldn’t find it was on a bookshelf. But isn’t that true of all great books? Make and Do wasn’t just a book; it was a constant companion.

			The Handmade Charlotte Playbook is intended to be just such a companion. The supplies you’ll need are inexpensive, readily available, and easy to find. The step-by-step instructions are easy to follow, but you can also modify them to fit the particular supplies you have on hand or your own creative vision. The objective is for you to achieve a sense of happiness when you’re making our crafts with your family. The privilege of getting this behind-the-scenes look at our children’s ingenuity is pure gold. Not only do we gain insight and perspective from their boundless creativity, we learn who they are, what’s on their minds, and what issues they might be grappling with. We play together, learn together, grow together. And together, we experience a rewarding sense of accomplishment—in this case, from working on activities where the emphasis is on fun, and perfection is not the goal.

			Keep this playbook on your kitchen table, not tucked away on a bookshelf. A quick flip through its pages can inspire a new creative journey. Use it as a starting point to intuitively construct your own serendipitous experiences. And remember, perfection is not the point. It’s about childlike exploration, not a preconceived notion of excellence.

			Now let’s start exploring!
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					HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

					A Start with the letter A and make your way to Z, creating lifelong memories along the way;

					B Turn to the back of the book for an index of projects listed by category (this page), recipes listed by type (this page), or projects and recipes categorized by seasons and holidays (this page); or

					C Close your eyes, open the book, and let the pages fall where they may!
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				ABACUS CANDY

			

			Math homework is much sweeter when you have a candy calculator. Believe it or not, this abacus really works! Just be sure to subtract the candies you eat along the way.

			

			SUPPLIES

			
				10 wooden skewers

				Four 12-inch-long wooden dowels

				String

				Ruler

				Hot-glue gun and glue

				Scissors

				Craft knife

				100 Life Savers or other ring-shaped hard candies

			

			

			DIRECTIONS
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					1. Measure in ½ inch from each end of a dowel, and mark a tick on the dowel. Make ticks at 1-inch intervals between your first two marks, so the dowel has 12 ticks. Repeat with a second dowel.
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					2. Cut the remaining 2 dowels down to about 10 inches, or no longer than the length of your wooden skewers. Hot glue the 2 short dowels to the end tick marks on the first two dowels, making a rectangle. Secure the glued joints with string.
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					3. Cut the wooden skewers down to about 10 inches long, so they fit across the dowel frame. Unwrap the candies, and place 10 candies onto each of the wooden skewers.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					4. Hot glue the wooden skewers onto the dowels, placing each end of the skewers on the tick marks you made in the first step. Be sure to use enough glue to secure the skewers well—the candies are heavier than you think! (For additional strength, tie strings around these joints as well, if you like.) Once the glue has cooled and set, count away!

				
			
			
				TIPS

				
						
						The unwrapped candies won’t last forever, but if treated with care, they should last for a few homework sessions before they’re gobbled up!

					

						
						Be careful not to get hot glue on the candies themselves. Hot glue is not edible!

					

						
						Coat the candies with a sealant if you don’t plan to eat them and just want a playful-looking abacus.
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				ACORN MATCHING GAME

			

			Memory match has never been more fun! Gather a collection of empty acorn tops on your next walk, and give them a sparkling makeover with paint and glitter.

			

			SUPPLIES

			
				About 20 empty acorn tops

				Multisurface acrylic paint in 5 colors

				Mod Podge

				Glitter to match the paint colors

				Paintbrushes

			

			

			DIRECTIONS

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					1. Paint the insides of the acorn tops. Be sure to paint only 2 acorns in each color, so that you have about 10 matching pairs. Let dry.
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					2. Apply a coat of Mod Podge to the painted acorn interiors.
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					3. While the Mod Podge is still wet, sprinkle the acorn tops with glitter that matches the paint underneath. Let dry.

				
			
			
				TIPS FOR GAME PLAY

				
						
						Arrange the acorn tops colored-sides down on a wooden tray. Make sure to mix them up so you don’t remember where the matches are! Play with a friend, taking turns trying to pick matching acorn tops.

					

						
						Store the finished acorns in a small bag, box, or tray. A shallow tray or box lid makes an excellent base to play the matching game in and allows for quick tidy-up.

					

						
						If you don’t have many oak trees where you live, make a memory match game using rocks instead. In this case, paint only one side of each rock, so the color isn’t visible from the top.
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				ALLIGATOR PUPPET

			

			Almost anything can be made into a puppet, including repurposed household recyclables. This friendly alligator gives an empty egg carton a whole new life—the bumpy bottom looks just like teeth!

			

			SUPPLIES

			
				Cardboard egg carton

				Acrylic paint (green, white, and pink)

				Pink felt

				Paintbrushes

				Scissors

				Hot-glue gun and glue

				Green craft foam

				2 Ping-Pong balls

				Black permanent marker

			

			

			DIRECTIONS
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					1. Cut along the hinge of the cardboard egg carton to separate the top and bottom. Paint the top green on the outside and pink on the inside; let the paint dry. Paint the outside of the bumpy bottom half white, and let the paint dry.
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					2. Cut a 3 by 7-inch rectangle of pink felt, and roll it into a tube that fits snugly around your 3 middle fingers. Hot glue the edges of the felt into a pink felt pocket, and then hot glue it to the center of one end of the pink side of the egg carton top.
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					3. Trace the bumpy white bottom of the egg carton onto green craft foam, extending it about 8 inches longer on one end, and cut out the foam. Hot glue the green foam to the bottom of the egg carton so that the excess foam hangs off the end as a tab. Cut an 8 by 12-inch rectangle of green foam, and hot glue one of the 8-inch sides onto the 8-inch tab.
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					4. Take the other end of the rectangle, and form a tube that fits your forearm snugly. Hot glue the other end of the rectangle to the tab to secure the tube.
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					5. Hot glue the Ping-Pong balls onto the green side of the egg carton top, at the same end as the pink felt pocket. Draw pupils onto the Ping-Pong balls with black permanent marker.

				
			
			
				HOW TO USE PUPPET

				
						
						Put the three middle fingers of your dominant hand into the felt pink pocket to control the top jaw of the alligator.

					

						
						Make a fist with your other hand, and fit it into the green tube on the bottom jaw.

					

						
						Rest the two pieces together to complete the alligator’s face, and use the thumb and pinky finger of your dominant hand to grip the bottom jaw.

					

						
						While gripping, lift your three middle fingers so the alligator’s jaw will open and close.
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				ALPHABET MAGNETS

			

			Kids learning their ABCs will love these rainbow-hued magnets. Put a colorful spin on a classic craft using clay, cookie cutters, magnets, and glue. Put them on your fridge or on a cookie sheet, and let the emerging readers in your family use them to turn letters into words.

			

			SUPPLIES

			
				Polymer clay

				Rolling pin

				Letter-shaped cookie cutters

				Baking sheet

				Glue

				Magnets

			

			

			DIRECTIONS
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					1. Check the directions on the polymer clay packaging, and preheat the oven to the temperature specified. Knead the polymer clay until it is soft and malleable. Use the rolling pin to flatten the clay so that it’s ¼ to ½ inch thick. Place little balls of contrasting-colored clay on top, and then roll them flat to form polka dots.
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					2. Using the letter-shaped cookie cutters, cut out each letter of the alphabet from the clay.
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					3. Place the letters on the baking sheet, and bake according to the directions on the polymer clay packaging.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					4. Let the letters cool.
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					5. Glue magnets to the back of each letter.
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				AWARD RIBBONS

			

			Have you ever seen photos of vintage horse show ribbons? The colors, shapes, and details are unbelievable! Make your own ribbons out of candy and cookies, and you’ve got some tasty, award-winning rainbow treats to bring to a county fair or pony party.

			

			SUPPLIES

			
				Sour belt candy or Bubble Tape gum

				Scissors

				Mini vanilla wafer cookies

			

			

			DIRECTIONS
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					1. Use kitchen scissors to cut the sour belt candy or Bubble Tape gum into 2¼-inch-long strips. Cut a small triangle out of the bottom of each strip (cut in at an angle from each corner so the cuts meet in the middle).
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					2. Arrange 1, 2, or 3 sour strips under a mini vanilla wafer cookie to look like a prize ribbon. Play with the colors and arrangement.
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					3. Place the edible “prize ribbon” on a cake, cupcake, brownie, pie, etc.
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				BALLOON POP GAME

			

			Practice your aim with this giant handmade balloon pop game. Only a few supplies are needed to make a big statement with this simple craft.

			

			SUPPLIES

			
				Pencil

				White foam core

				Craft knife

				50 balloons (red, white, and blue)

				Paper clips

				Hot-glue gun and glue

				Wooden dowels

				Scissors

				Colored Cardstock

			

			

			DIRECTIONS
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					1. Draw a giant circle on the foam core, and cut it out with a craft knife. In the circle’s center, make a small “X” through the foam core.
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					2. Blow up a balloon, and feed the knotted end through the “X” in the foam core. Repeat this process, working in circles to cover the entire foam core target with balloons. Take a step back, and check the balloon placement. Cut additional holes if you need to rearrange the balloons.
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					3. To make the darts, unfold one end of a paper clip, and hot glue the folded end to the end of a short wooden dowel. Cut paper fins from cardstock, and hot glue them onto the other end of the dowel, placing them on opposite sides of the dowel. Repeat to make several darts.

				
			
			
				GAMEPLAY TIPS

				
						
						To play, take turns throwing arrows at the bull’s-eye, and keep track of who pops the most balloons!

					

						
						The dart’s tip needs to be pointy enough to pop a balloon, but keep in mind the age of your players (safety first!) and if you’re playing indoors or outdoors (you don’t want to damage any furniture or scratch paint off the wall).

					

						
						The balloons will shrink overnight
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